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PREFACE. 



With what avidity do the young, and the 
thouglitlcfs feek after novels— the amorous and 
flighty after tales and romances the warrior af- 
ter the Lives of the Csfar's and Alexander's the 

ftudent after-Newton's and Pkto's**and the Qhlif- 
tiaij..tfttr SftiinJi and Holy S(»ils.. ' •' 

These demonftrate their aim by their purfuit 
and give the ftrongeft evidence of the bent of their 
Hearts, by that reading ivhich affords them the 
moft entertainment and detiglit. A vitiated and 
fickly appetite can as foon relift plain and wholc^ 
fome food, as a corrupted heart pious Lives and 
divine Wridags. 

Here then we plainly perceive iW dangerous 
and deadly tendency of all Works of Fancy, and 
flighty genius,— Not to fpeak at all of that filthy 
tribe of lewd, profane, and unprofitable SLiiflf, that 
is tlie deteftation of every man of fenfe, and every 

woman of virtue. ^But thofe more approved 

Works, Wherein humanity is difplayed— Sentiments 
arefweetly refined, and even Virtue itfelf comes 

forth to ekJm your refpeft and applaufe.^Here 

too, too often— if not ever, the deluding or deluded 
writer, offers to your view a mixed and totally in-- 
confifteni Charafter, a jumble of unnatural and in- 
compatible qualities, and fets them up as a ftan- 
dard of Virtue and imi tatjon, a touchftone of truth j 
while the poor deceived reader— finding in himfeif 

ioxae 
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fome of the fweet and amiable natural foftnefles, 
and generous difpofition of the hero he admires, 
imagines hirafelf necelTarily poffeffed of all the pie- 
ty and virtue, which the author had afcribed fo ]{- 
beraily to his patched up charailer,— and thus lulls 
himfeif afleep in the delufion of death. 

•—Th e facred Scriptures indeed, give us, above 
all other writings, faithful and juft charaifters of 
men— where if we read of a Saint's turning Sinner, 
we read alfo of the juft judgment of God upon his 
crimes, and the bitternefs of his repentance. 

The lives of pious perfons, wrote by thcmfel ves ' 
compiled from their own papers, or related by 
fome faithful friend, who gives iia moftly their own 
words, and carefully coUefts their important fen- 
tences— thefe ate the precious Books— the blefled 
treafuries of incflimable worth. Here we have not 

only true precept but animating example and 

the Soul that thirfts after grace and falvation— has 
the whole procefs and progrefs, by which her fel- 
low-traveller encountered al! difficulties, efcaped 
all dangers, and overcame all obftacles that poor 
pilgrims meet with in their journey ta life. 

Goo affures us, that he is no rcfpeder of per- 
fons — but ill every Nation bs that fears him, and 
isarks rightemtfnefs, Jbdl ht accepted of Him.— hn 
this divine fentence be our rule and guide, fo fhal! 
E 2 ,ve 
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we not greatly • err.>— For diofs whom God bears 
with anrl accepts, lef us. not dare to judge and 
rej^ft.— What ! poor wretched mortals as we are,; 
fhall we piefume to limit and reftrain. tliatmetcy, 
that is over all his works ? or how far he ihall fhow- 
er out his graces and gifts upon the creatures of 
his Workmanfhip, and the redeemed of his Blood ? 
—Shall we- utterly defpife and cbA: away all the 
experience and leadings of a chofen VelTel— -be- 
caufe the produG of a. French foil and foreign 
clime — Shall we not rather glory— that hllies grow 
among thorns, and that the true Son of Righteoxif- 
nefs cm. call up and noiirifh a precious Flower, 
amidit the weeds of a Wildernefs, and the bram- 
bhs of a DefeiL, — What, becaufe She was born in 
a Romilh Country, and bred a Papift, fhall we ex- 
clude her (mm 3.,j>\ii:e amiig tie great multitude, 
inhicb no mm em number, 'of^ all. Nations iind Kin- 
dred:, and people and tongues, lahich fiand before tl'e 
Throne, and before the Lamb. (Rev. vii, ^.) 

The principal advantages in the ufefulaefs of this 
Lady's life, above moft others are — Firfi;, that the 
whole is recent -, many, even middle-aged peribns, 
may yet remember die noife her perfecutions made 
thro' Europ .— She was not fecluded in a Con- 
vent—hid in a Cell — or buried in the Defert. — but 
livid in communion and friendfhip with her fc!- 
low-creatiires, without affeding any thing fingukr 
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or extraordinary. — -She had the difad vantages of 
title and rank, beauty and fortune ; and the em- 
barraffments of hutband, children, and high rela- 
tions.— Yet her foul gloriouay furniounted all— and 
triumplied over every impediment in her fpiritual 
race— Be roufed by her example, and encouraged 
by her viaory- God is the fame God yefterday, 
to-day and for ever.-What he gave her, he may 
beftow upon thee— Go thou and do likewife. 
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and for which purpofe I am wilhng to facrifice ail 
things, being fully peifuaded of his defigns towards 
you, as well for the fanaiScation of others, as 
yourfelf. ' 

EuT let meaffureyou, this is not attained, fave 
thro'pam, weannefs, and labour; and a path that 
will wonderfully difappoint your expeflations ■ 
however, provided you be fully convinced, that 
It IS on the NOTHING in man that God eftablifliea 
his greateft works, you will be m part guarded a- 
gamft difappointment or furprize. It fhoiild feero 
as tho' he deftroyed that he might , build ; for when' 
he 15 about to rear his facred temple in us, he firft 
totally razes that vain and pompous edifice, which 
human art and power had ereaed, and from its 
horrible rums, a new ftrucTiure is formed, bv hS 
power only. ■' 

Oa that you could comprehend the depth of this 
myftery, and conceive the fecrcis of the condud of 
God, riwak^ to Bain, hm hid from ths wifi and 
great ot this world, who think themfelves the Lords 
counfellors, and capable of inveftigating his pro- 
cedures, and fuppofe they havp attained that di- 
vine wifdom hidden from ths eyes of all living, in 
Self, and in tlieir own works and kept ckjefrom the 
fowls cf ths mr ; from thofe, who by a lively genius 
and elevated faculties mount up to heaven and 
think to comprehend the height and depth' and 
length and breadth of God. 

This divine wifdnrn is unknown, even tothois 
who pafs in the world for perfonsc-xtraordinarv in 
illumination and knowledge. To whom then is'fhe 
known, and who can tell us any tidings concerning 
her ? Dejlrnakn and Death alfuie us, riiat they 
hive heard with their ears of her fame and re- 
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nown. It Is then in dying to all t|,in„s ^^^ -^^ 
being truely loft to their concerns, to pafs on for- 
ward into God, and exift only in Hiif, jj^^j ^g ^^^ 
tain to fome knowledge of the true wifdom oh 
how little are htr ways known, and her dealinea 
with her moft chofen fervants I Scarct ^o we difco- 
ver any thing thereof, but furprized ^ the diffimi- 
iitude betwixt the truth we thus difco^gj- ^^^ ^^^ 
former ideas of it, we cry out with St. Yw\ Ob the 
depth of the knowledge mid -wifimn sfQ^dt \anx, un- 
fearchabk are his judgements, and his iuf,yj p^a ^^^, 
ing mit. Hejudgeth not of things as men do, who 
call good evil and evil good, and Account that as 
righteoufnefs which is abominable in jjjj £„!,{ ^^^ 
which according to the Prophet, he regards no' more 
than filthy rags. He will enter inio ftrifl iudg- 
ment which thefe Self-righteous, and thev lliall like 
tlie Pharifees, be radier fubjefls of his wrath 'than 
objefts of his love, or inheritors of [^jj f^^^^f^g . 
doth not Chrifli himfelf affure us, that "except oik 
righteoufnefs exceed that of the SciUj^j ^^^ Pha- 
rifees we (hall in no cafe enter into x\,^ kingdom of 
heaven." And which of us even approach them 
in righteoufnefs : or if we live in the practife of vir- 
tues, tho' much inferior to their's, mg ^^^g jjot tg^ 
fold more Oftentatious f who is not pl^afed to be- 
hold himfelf righteous in his own ey^s and in the 
eyes of others ? or who is it doubts tli^^ fjjoh rifhte- 
oulhefs is fufflcient to pleafe God ? y^t- ^^j, „,g?. j^g 
the indignation of our Lord, andhjj fore-ruiujer 
manifefled againft fuch. He who \^^ ([,g perfeift 
pattern of tendernefs and meeknefs yg|. p^^oh as 
flowed from the depth of the !ieari| ^^^ (,ot that 
affeded meeknefs, which under tlig for^i of a 
dove, hides the liawk's heart ; He appears feverc 
only to thefe felf-righteous, and pnyjciy djijjo. 
noured them : in what ftrange CDlouisJoeshc renre- 
fent them, while he beholds the pooj fmner with 

mercy, 
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mercy, compaflion and love, and declares that for 
thiim only he was come, tlxit it leas thefak wh needed 
the phyficmn j and tlio" tlis Saviour of Ifrae!, he only 
came ta/uve tbs hft SIxep of the Houfe of Ifrael. 

O THOU Source of L,ove \ thou deft indeed feerri 
fo jealous of the falvation thou haft purchafcd, that 
thou doft prefer the finner to the righteous j the 
poor firmer beholds himfelf vile and wretched, is in 
a manner conftrained to deteft himfelf ; and find- 
ing his ftate )'o horrible, cafts himfelf in his defpe- 
ration into the arms of his Saviour, and plunges 
with faith into the facrcd bath of his Blood, and 
comes forth " white as wool ;" Then confounded 
at the review of his difordered (late, and overflow- 
ing with love for him, v/ho having alone the pow- 
er, had alio the compaliion to fave him— the excels 
of his love is proportioned to the enormity of his 
crimes; and the fuUnefs of his gratitude, to the ex- 
tent of the debt remitted . Whilfl; the felf-righteous 
relying on the many good works he imagines to 
have performed feema to hold falvation in his own 
hand, and confiders Heaven as a juft reward of his 
merits. In the bitternefs of zeal he exclaims againft 
all finners, and reprel'ents the gates of mercy as 
barred to them, and heaven as a place to which 
they have no pretenfjons. What need havefnch 
felf-rigliteoii9 of a Saviour !■ they are already burden- 
ed with tlie load of their own merits. Oh how long 
will '-hey bear the flattering load, whilft finners di- 
vefted of every thing, fly rapidly on the wings of 
faith and love into their Saviour's arms, who freely 
beilowa on them that which he has infinitely me- 
rited. 

How full of felf-love are the former, and hov 
void of the love of God .' they efteem and adrauc 
themfelves in their works of rigliteoufneft, which 

they 
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they fuppofe the caufe of tlieir happinefs. Thcfe 
works are no fooner expofed to the Sun of Righteouf- 
jiefs than it difcovera all to be fo full of impurity 
and bafenefs, that it frets them to the heart ; mean 
while the poor finner, Magdakne is pardoned, bc- 
caufe (he loves much, and her faith and love arc 
accepted as righteoufnefs. The divine Paul who 
fo well undetftood diefe great truths, and fo fully 
inveftigated them, afllires us iImI the faith of Abra- 
imii was imputed la him for righteoufnefs .' This is 
trueiy beautiful : for it is certain all that holy Pa- 
triarchs actions were ftriftly righteous ; yet not fee- 
ing them asfuch and being void of the love of them, 
and divefted of felfifhncfs, his faith was founded 
on the (i^lvation to come by Chrift. He hoped in 
him even againji hope stfilf, and this isss imputed ta 
him fir righteoufnefs, (Rora. iv. i8, and aa) a pure, 
Craple and genuine righteoufnefs, merited byChrift, 
and not a righteoufnefs v/rought by himfelf, and 
regarded as of himfelf. 

You may imagine this a digrelfion wide of the 
fubjefl: I at firft propofed ; but it leads infcnfibly to 
it, and Ibews, that God accompliflieshis work either 
in converted finners, whofe paft iniquities ferve as 
a connterpoife to their elevation ; or in perfons 
whofe felf-righteoufnefs he deftroys, by totally over- 
throwing the proud building they had reared on a 
fandy foundation, inftead of the Rock, Cheist. 

The edablifliment of all thefe ends, which he pro- 
pofed in coming into the world, is effefted by the 
apparent overthrow of that very ftrudlure w-hich 
in reality he would ered : for by means which 
feem to deltroy his church, heeftablilhes it. How 
ftrangely does he found the new law and give it a 
fanftion! the very legidator himfelf is condemned 
by the learned and great, as a malefaitor, and at 

length 
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lengdi dies an ignominious death. Oh that we 
Uilly imdetftood how very oppofite our lelf-righte- 
oufnefs is to the deligns of God — it would be a 
fubjeft for endlefs humiliation, and we fhould 
have an utter diftwft in that which at prefent con- 
ftittites the whole of our dependance. 

This being premifeci, it wili be lefs difficukfor ■ 
you to conceive the defignsofGod, in the favours 
he has conferred on the moft miferable of creatures. 
From a jiift love of his fupreme power, and a righ- 
teous jealoufy over mankind, who attribute to 
each other the gifts he himfelf beftows upon them, 
it pleafed him to take one of the moil; unworthy of 
the Creation, to make known that his graces are the 
effefts of his will, not the fruits of our merits ; that 
it is the property of his wifdora, to deftroy what is 
proudly built, and to build what is deftroyed, to 
make ufe oiwcaktbtajs to confound the mighty^ and 
to employ in his fervice fnch as appear vile and 
contemptible. 

This he does in a manner fo aftonifhing, as to 
render them the objects of the fcorn and contempt 
of the world. It is not to draw the public approba- 
tion upon them, that he makes them inftrumental 
in the falvation of others ; but to render them the 
objefts of their diflike, and the fubjeifts of their 
iniults ; as you will fee in the narrative of the life, 
vou have ordered me to write. 
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I WAS born the iSth of April 1648, my parents, 
particularly my father, was extremely pious, 
but to him it was in a manner hereditary, as many 
of his fore-fathers were Saints. 

My mother, in the 8th month was accidentally 
frishted, which caufed an abortion, and it is gene- 
rally imagined that a child bom in that month can- 
not furvive ; indeed I was fo excefiively ili, imme- 
diately after my birth, that all about me delpaired 
of my life, and were apprehenfive llhoulddiewithout 
bapiifm ; but perceiving fome figns of recovery 
they ran to acquaint my father, who im.mediately 
brought a prieft ; but on entering the chamber 
they were told, thofe fymptoms which liad raifed 
their hopes were only expiring ftruggles^ and that 
all was now over. 

• If I had then died, I (liould perhaps have never 
Neither known ot loved my God, and this heart crea- 
ted only for thyfelf, without ever having had the 
bleffednefs of a fmgie moments union with thee, 
j-had been eternally banillied thy facred pretence. — 
1:0 thou who art the Supreme Felicity ! if I now de- 
*:fervc thy hatred, and am hereafter a vefliel prepared 
l^for perdition, yet ftiU the confolation remains,^ of 
^jny having once known and loved thee ; of liaving 
gonce fought and followed thee ; and I am alfo con- 

' Our antlior here adverts to the opinion commoniy rc- 

! ccivedin the Romiflv cljurcli ; that children dying without 

,'. baptifm arc not faved ; from thi.i error liowcvcf, ihe takes 

_*occa(ion to break forth, into thofe refinements offenti- 

''Jment, ivhichtho' fooliQinefs to the mere nitiiral man, al! 

yxfA chriftians cannot but admire. 

fol^d 
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foled in my willingnefs, to embrace, thro' my at- 
tachment to thy Divine Jiiftice, the eternal decree 
it may pronounce againft me ; for I Jove thy juftice 
when it deals more rigoroufly with me than any o- 
ther. Yea ! I am fo enamoured with thy Juftice 
and pure glorj', that, regirdlefs ofiHyfelf or my 
proper intertfts, I take part with thee againft my- 
felf, and where thou ftrikeft there will I ftrike a!- 
&>. And tlio' I Should have enjoyed the advan- 
tage of never having aftually offended thee, had I 
died at that tender age, yet the pleafute which ari- 
fes on being facrificed to thee, thro' love ; together 
with the bleilednefs of having once loved thee, far 
tranfcends the pain I feel in having Ijnce fo often 
difpleafed thee. 

I H A u no fooner fhown figns of life again 
than I again relapfed, and remained fo long in an 
uncertain ftate, that it was fome time before they 
cotild find a proper opportunity to baptize me, and 
I continued very unhealthy until I was two years 
and a half old, when they fent me to the • convent 
of the UrfuJinss, where I remained a few months. 

On my return, my mother neglefled to pay due 
attention to my education. She was not fond of 
daughters, and abandoned me wholly to the care 
of fervants; and indeed I fhould have fullered fe- 
verely from their inattention to me, had not thine 
all-watchful Providence been my proteftot; for 
thro" tlie livelinefs of my difpofition, I met with 
various accidents, and frequently fell into a deep 
vault that held our fire-wood ; however, I always 
efcaped unhurt. 

* Children are educated in manj' of the French Con- 
vents as at our hoarding-fchooii. 

The 
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Tub Dutchefs of JMoK^ia/oa came to the Convent 
cf the Eenediftines, when I was about four years 
old. She had a liigh friendfliipfor my fatlier, and 
obtained his permillion that 1 ihould go to the (imie 
Convent ; for (he took peculiar delight in my in- 
fant fponivenefs, and a certain fweetnefs in my 
external deportment, with which God had endowed 
me: I accordingly became her conftant com- 
panion, 

I Pt.LL into frequent and dangerous diforders in 
this houfe, and remember to have committed con- 
fiderahle fauhs. I here had good CTiaraples before 
me, and being naturally viell inclined 1 quickly 
followed them, when there were none to turn me 
afide, I loved to hear God fpoken of, to be at 
church, and drelfed in a religious habit. Onedav 
I was told of the terrors of hell, which I i.rnagined 
was merely to intimidate me, as I was exceedingly 
lively, and full of a little petulant vivacity, which 
they called wit; the fucceeding night I dreamt of 
hell, and tho' I was fo young, yet time has ne\-er 
iince been able to efface the frightful ideas, which 
were then imprelfed upon my imagination : All ap- 
peared horrible darknefs, where fouls were punilli- 
ed, and my place amongft them v/as painted out, 
A.t this I Avept bitterly, and cried, Oh my God, if 
ilmi will buve mercy upon me, midfpare me yet a lit- 
tle longer, I ■will iitrjer more offend the; — And thou 
didftj.O Lord, in mercy hearken unto my cry, 
and pour tipon me (trength and courage to ferve 
thee, in an uncommon manner for one of my age. 
I wanted to go privately to confeffion, but being 
fo little, the miftrefs of the boarder.5 carried me to 
the prieft, and ftaycd with me while I was heard 
hngly; but (he was much aftonilhed when I came 
to mention, that I had had fuggeftions againfl: the 
faith, and the confelTor began to !augh, and enquire 

wliat 
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what tbey were. ■ I told him that till then I had 
doubted there was ftich a place as hell, and fup- 
pofed my mifttefs had fpoken of it mtrely to make 
me good, but that now my doubts were all re- 
moved. After confefiion my heart glowed with a 
kind of fervour, and at one time I felt a defire to 
fuffer martyrdom. The good girls of the houfe, to 
amtlfe themfelves, and fee how far thi.s growing fer- 
vour would earry me, defired I llio^ild prepare. I 
found great fervency and delight in prayer on this 
occafion, and was perfuaded that this ardonr, which 
was as new as it was pleafing, was a proof of Gods 
love; and this infpi red me with ftich courage and 
refohition, that I earneftly befoiight them to pro- 
ceed, that I miglit thereby enter into thy facred 
pre fence. But was there not latent hypocrify here? 
did I not imagine that it was poiTible they would 
not kill me, and that I fhoiild liave the merit of 
martyrdom without fuffcrlng it. Indeed it ap- 
peared there v/as fomething of this nature in it ; 
lor being placed kneeling on a cloth fpread for 
the piirpofe, and feeing behind me a large fword 
lifted up, which they had prepared to try how far 
my ardour would carry me. I cried, hold ! it is 
not right I (hould die without firft obtaining my 
fatlier's permiflion. I was quickly vipbraided with 
having faid this that I might efcape, and that I 
was no longer a martyr. I continued long difcon- 
folate, and would receive no comfort ; fomething 
inwardly reproved me, for not having embraced 
that opportunity of going to heaven, when it refl- 
ed altogether on my own choice. 



At my own foUicItatlon, and on account of my 
falling fo frequently fick, I was at length taken 
home 1 b\it not witliout having met a variety 
of little crolTes, proportioned to my age. On my 
icturn, my motlier having a maid in whom (he 

placed 
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placed a confidence, left me again to the caie of 

Tetvants. I muft here mention a great fault, of 

which mothers arei guilty, when under pretext of 

external devotions or other engagements, they 

■fuffer their daughters.to be abfent from them : nor 

' can I forbear condemning, that unjiift partiality 

with which parents treat fome of their childreii; 'it 

is ■ frequently produftive of divifions in farnilies, 

. and even the ruin of fome; whereas impartiality, 

by uniting children's hearts together, lays the 

foundation of lafling harmony and unanimity, 

I WOULD I were able to convince parents, and 
all who have the care of youth, of the great at- 
tention they require, and how dangerous it is to 
let them be for any length of time from under their 
, own eye, or to fuffer them to be without fome 
' kind of employment. This negligence is the ruin 
of almoft all females.— How many little Angels 
■ would we fee, did not idlenefs and want of due 
leftraint dcftroy every feed of virtue ? 

How greatly it is to be lamented, that mothers 

who are inclined to piety, (houLd pervert the means 

of falvation into their deftrudion, and commit the 

• greateft irregularities in purfuing that which diould 

■product; the moft regular and circumfpeft, con- 

dufl. 

Thus becaiife they experience certain fweet- 
. neffes in prayer, they would be all day long at 
church ; mean v/hile their children are running to 
deftruaion at home : the means to glorify God 
moft is to prevent what may offend him_. What 
muft be the nature of that facrifice which is the 
occafion of fra. — God fhould be ferved in his own 
way, not in ours. Let the devotion of mothers, be 
fo regulated as to prevent their daughters from 
C ft-aving ; 
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ftraying : they fhould treat them as fiftsrs, not as 
{laves, and appear pleai'ed with their little amufe- 
merits ; — thus the children will delight in the pre- 
fence of their mothers inftead of avoiding it ; for 
if they find fo ranch happinefs with tlicra, they 
will not dream of feeking any elfewhere, But 
mothers frecjiiently deny their children any liber- 
ties ; therefore like birds conftantly confined to a 
cage, they no fooner find means to efcape than off 
they go, and never more return ; whereas in or- 
der to render them tame and docile when young, 
they ilionld be permitted fometimes to take wing ; 
but as their flight ia weak, and clofely watched, it 
is cafy to retake them when they efcape ; and this 
little flight gives them the habit of naturally return- 

. ing to their cage, which becomes an agreeable con- 
finement. I believe young girls fhould be treated 
in a manner fometliing fnnilar to this; mothers 
fhould indulge them in an innocent liberty, but 
never lofe fight of them. 

To guard the tender minds of children from 
what is wtong, much care fhould be taken to em- 
ploy them in agreeable and uCcful matters ; they 
flionld not be loaded with food they cannot relidi -, 
miik fuited to babes fhould be adrainillered to them, 
and not ilrong meat, which may fo difgtifl: them, 
that wh.en they arrive at an ag-^ wherein it would be 
proper nouiidiment, they will not fo much as tafte 
it. E\'ery day they fhould be obliged to read a 
little in Tome good book, and fpend fome lime in 
prayer, which raiift be fuiied rather to ftir the af- 
feftions than for meditation^ Oh were this method 
of education purfued, how fpeedily would all dil- 
order, ceafe! thefe daughters becoming mothers, 
would educate their ch.ildren as they themfclves hid 
been educated, 



P.^- 



L A D Y G U I O N. 35 
Parents fhould alfo avoid (hewing the fmali- 
eft partiality in the treatment of their children ; 
it begets a fecret jealoufy and hatred amongft 
them, which frequently augments with time, and 
even continues until death. How often do we fee 
fome children the idols of the houfe, behavihg like 
abfolute tyrants, and treating their brothers and 
fillers as fo many (laves, according to the exam- 
ple oi father and mother ; and it happens many 
times, that the favourite proves a fcourge to the 
, parents, and the poor defpifed and hated one, be- 
. comes at length tlieir whole confolatidn and fup- 
port. 

My mother was very defeflive in the educa- 
tion of her children ; She fuflfered nie whole da}!! 
from her prcfence, in company with the fervants, 
whofe converfation and example were particularly 
hurtful to one of ray docile difpolition. My mo- 
ther's heart feemed wholly centered in toy bro- 
ther; fo that I was fcarcely ever favoured with 
the fmalleft inftance of her tenderaefs or affeiftion. 
I therefore voluntarily abfented myfelf from her : 
it is true, my brother was more amiable than I, but 
the excefsof her fondnefs for him, made her blind 
even to my outward good qualities, and ferved 
only to difcover my faults, which would have been 
but trifling had proper care been taken of itie. 
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MY Father, who Soved me tenderly, feeing 
how little my education was attended to, 
fent me to a convent of the Urfulines. I was then 
_ near fcven years old ; in this honfe were two half 
fjfters of mine, the one by my father, the other by 
my mother. My father placed me under his 
daughter's care, whom I may affirm to be a per- 
fon of the greateft capacity, and raoft exalted pi- 
ety, and excellently quahfied for the inftrucftion of 
youth. This was a fmgiilar difpenfation. Oh ray 
Lord ! of thy providence and love towards rpe, 
and proved the firfl; means of my falvation. She 
loved rae tenderly, aad her affedlion made her dif- 
cover in me many amiable qualities, which thou 
of thy great goodnefs hadft implanted in me : She 
endeavoured to improve thefe good qualities, and 
I believe that had I continued in fuch careful 
hands, I fhould have acquired as many virtuous 
liabits, as I had afterwards contrafled evil ones. . 

This good fdlcr employed her time in inftnift- 
ing me in piety, and in fuch branches of learning 
as were fuitable to my age and capacity. She had 
good talents, and improved them well, was fre- 
quent in prayer, and her faith as great and as 
pure as rooft. She denied herfelf every other fatif- 
faiflion, to be with me, and to inftrud mc : Nay 
fuch was her affciftion for ine, that it made her 
find, as (lie told me, more pleafure with me than 
any where elfe. 

If I made her agreeable anfwers, more from 
chancp than judgment, fhe thought herlelf well 
paid for sll her labour. In Ihort, under her care 
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I foan became miftrefs of moft things fuitable foi- 
me, infomuch that many grown perfons, of rank: 
and figure, could not have anfwered to the tilings 
which I did. 

As my father often fent for me home to fee ms, 
one time 1 found the Qiieen of England there. I 
was then near eight years of age. My father told 
Che Qi;een's confeffor, that if he wanted a httle^ 
amiifement, he might entertain himfelf with me, 
and propound fome queftionsto me. ^ He tried me 
with feveral very difiicuh ones, to which I returned 
fuch pertinent anfwers, that he carried me to the 
Queen, and faid to her, " Your Majefty mud 
have fome diverfion with this child." She alfo tried 
rtle • and was fo well pleafed with my li vely ainfwers, 
and' my manners, that fhe demanded rae of my 
father with no fmail importunity, affuring him that 
iiie v/oilld take particular care of me, defignmg me 
for maid of honour to the princefs. But my father re- 
lifted fd far as to difoblige her. Doubtlefs it was God 
who caufed his refufal, and thereby turned off the 
ftrokc which might have probably intercepted my 
falvation: For being fo weak as I was, how 
(hoiild I have withftood the temptations, ajjd dil- 
ttaiftlons of a. court. 

■ I went back to tlie Urfitlines, where ray good 
fitter continued her affettion. But as (lie was not 
the miftrels of the boarders, and as I was obliged 
fometimes to go along with them, I contrafted 
had habits i I became addiacd to lying, peevilh- 
r.efs and indevotion, palfing whole days without 
tiiir.king on God; tho' he watched continually 
over me, as the fequel will manifcft. I did not 
remain long under the power of fuch vicious 
habits ; for'my fitter's care recovered mc. I loved 
much to hear 'of God, was not wesry of church, 
loved to pray, had tendernefs for the poor, and a 
C natural 
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natural diflike for perfons whofe doftrine was judged 
unfound ; having fucKed in, with my milk, the 
purity of the faith : And God has always conti- 
nued to me that grace, in the rnidft of my greateft 
infidelities. 

There was at the end of the garden a little 
chapel dedicated to the child Jesus. To which I 
betook, myfelf for devotion ; and, for fome time, 
carrying my breakfail thither every morning, hid 
it all behind his image ; for I was jo much a child, 
that I thought I made a confiderable facrifice in 
depriving myfelf of it. Being alfo delicate in my 
choice of food, I wifhed to mortify myfelf ; but 
found felf-love fliU too prevalent, to futmit to fuch 
mortification. After this when they were cleaning 
ovit this chapel, they found behiiid tlie image what 
I had left there, and prefently guefled that it was 
I, as they had feen me every day going thither : 
And God, who lets nothing pafs without a recom- 
pence, foon rewarded me with intereft for this little 
infantine devotion. 

I coUTisrtiED fo.me time longer with my lifter, 
where I retained the love and fear of God, My 
life was eafy ; I was edvicated agreeably with her. 
J improved much in the tifiie I had my health ; 
for very often was i fick, and fejzed with tnaladies 
as fudden as uncommoij ; In the evening well, and 
in the morning fwelled and full of blucifh marks, 
fymptoms of a fever which faoii followed. At nine 
years of age, 1 was taken with fo violent a fit of 
throwing up blood, that they thought I was going 
to d ie : I was rendered exceedingly weak thereby. 

A LrxTLji bciorcthis fevere fit, my other Sfter 
became jealous, wanting to have rae in Iter turn. 
Tho' fhe led a good life, yet fhe had not a ■talent 

for 
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for the education of children I may fay, that 
was the period of my happmefs m this houfe. At 
Brft me carelTed me much ; but all he careffes 
made no imprellion on my heart. My otlier fifer 
did more with a look, than (he with either care fes 
or threatenings. As (he faw that I loved her not fo 
well as the other, Ihe changed her fondhng to r - 
Eorous treatment. She would not allow me to fp-ak 
to my other filler ; and when (he knew I had fpoke 
■ to her, (lie got mc whipt, or elfe beat rae herfelf. 
1. cotiid no longer hold out agamft fuch levere 
ufaEe and therefore requited with ingratitude all 
the favours of my paternal fAer, going no more 
to fee her • Which yet did not hinder her from 
aiving me marks of her ufual goodnefs, in the great 
maladv I mentioned above. She kindly conftraed 
my ingratitude to be rather owing to my tear ot 
, chaftifement, than to a bad heart. Indeed I bc^ 
Sieve this was the only inftance in w'hich fear ot 
chaftifement operated fo very P^^^.f >, ^'P™, "IJ^ 
for from that time I was naturally led to ludei 
more in occafioning pain to onclbved tlwm 
• fuffering myfelf at their hand, Thou know.fl: 
Oh ray Beloved ! that it was not the dread ot thy 
chaftlfements that funk deep, either on my under^ 
ftandmg or my heart ; it was the forrow for offend- 
intf thee, which ever conttituted the whole ot m) dn- 
trds and it was fuch that I imagine, tho there 
were neither heaven or hdl, I (liould always hsve 
retained the fame fear of difplcafing thee. Thou 
knowcft that after my faults, when m forg.vmg 
mercy thou weit pieafed to vifit my foul, thy ca- 
, relies were a tlioufand fold more mfupportablc than 
"thy rod. 

My fatlvr being informed of all that paffed, 
took me home again, I was at tliat time near ten 
years; of a°-e. I Slaved only a little while »t home ; 
'' ' C 4 *"'■ 
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for a nun of the order of St. Botttink, oF a greaf 
family, and one of my fathers intimate friends, 
foUicited him to place me in her convent, of which 
fhe was the priorefs, promiffng fhe woidd take care 
pf me herfelf, and make me iodge in her oivn- 
chamber ; for this lady had conceived a great af- 
feftion for me. But (he was fo much taken up 
with het community, in which many troublefome'- 
affairs fell out, that fhe was not at liberty to take 
much care of me. Here I had die chicken-pojr, 
which made me keep my bed three weekfr, in 
which I had very bad attendance, tho' my father 
and mother thought I was under excellent- care. 
Tlie ladies of the houfe had fiich a drSad of the 
fmall-pox, as they imagined mine to be, that they 
durft ntJt come near me. I paffed almoft all- the 
time without feeing any body, but a lay-fifter 
who only brought me my allowaiice of diet at the 
fet hours, and then immediately went off again. 
I. providentially found a bible in tiiy charnfer, and 
having both a fondnefs for reading and a happy 
memory, I fpcnt whole days in reading it from 
morning to night, and learned entirely the hiftori- 
cal part. Yet I was really very unhappy in this ' 
houfe : For the other boarders, being big girls 
plagued me with very grievous perfecufions." I was 
fo much neglefted, as to meat and drink, that I 
fell away, and became quite emaciated. Several 
other crofles I had, whicli were fidrd enough for 
me to bear. 
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AFTER having been here about eight months, 
my father, toot me home again. My rao^. 
therkeptmemote withher, beginning now to have 
ahighci regard for me than before ; yet fhe ftiU pre-., 
ferred my brother, which was fo vifiblej that every- 
one fpukc of it with tliflike ; for when I. wars fick, 
and met v/ith any thing I hked, he demanded it ; 
it was then taken from me, and given to hiin, 
tho' he Vitas perfedly well in health, He was con-, 
timially giving me new, vexations^ One day. he, 
made me mount upon tlie top of tlia coach ; 
when he had' done that, he threw me down on the 
gioiuid ; and by the fall 1 was bruifed. At otha 
times he beat me -. But whatever he did, howeset 
wrong, was winked at, or had the mofl: fevoula-. 
He conftruition pur upon it. This conduft foijred 
my temper ; I had litde difpofitioa to, do good, 
faying, " I, was never the better for it." It wag 
not then for thee alone, oil God, that I did good ; 
fmce I ceafed to do it, when it met not with.fuch 
a reception from others as I wanted. Had I known 
how to make a right ule of this thy crucifying 
condud; towards nte, I fliould have made a good 
progiefs. Far from turning me out of the »'a.y, it 
would have made me turn more wholly to diee. 
With jealous eyes I looked on my brother, feeing 
the wide dilferencc made betwixt him and me. 
Whatever he did, he always did well ; but the 
blame of all fell on me. M}' fitters by the mother 
made theircourt to her, by caicffing him, and falling 
foul on inc. It is true, I was iad : I was re- 
lapfed into my former faults of lying and pne- 
viltasfs. With all thcfc faults, I was very tendei' 
ajid charitijbk to die poor, prayed to God atfidu- 

oufly. 
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oufly, loved to hear arty fpeak of him, and to read 

good books. 

I MAKE no doubt, fir, that you will be amazed 
at fuch a feries of inconfiftencies ; but what fuc- 
c«eds, will furprizs you yet more, when you fee 
this manner of afting gain ground with my years, 
and that as my reafon ripened it was fo far from 
correfting fuch irrational conducl, that fin grew 
more powerful in me. O my God, thy grace 
feeraed to be redoubled in proportion to the in- 
creafeof ray ingratituds. It was with me as with 
a city befieged, thou didft fiirtound my heart, and 
I only (ludied how to defend myfelf againft thine 
attacks, I raifed fortifications about the wretched 
place, adding every day to the number of mine 
iniquities, to. prevent thy taking it. And when there 
was an appearance of thy. becoming vidorioiis, 
ovei- this tingreatful heart, I raifed a counter- bat- 
tery, and threw up ramparts to keep off thy good- 
nefs, and to hinder the courfe of thy giace ; none 
other could have conquered than thyfelf Oh my 
Divine Love ! whofe faced fire, was ftronger than 
that ftate of death, into which fin had fo often re- 
duced me. 

I CANNOT beartohear it faid, "We are not free 
" to refift grace." I have made too long and fatal 
an experience of my liberty. I clofed up all the 
avenues of my heart, that I might not fo much as 
hear that fecret voice of God, which was calling 
me to himfelf I have indeed, from my te ndereft 
youth, paffed thro' a feries of grievances, either by 
maladies or by perfccutions. The girl to whofe 
Cite my mother lift me, in drefling my. head ufed 
to beat me, and did not make me turn it but with 
rage and Hows. Every thing feemed in concert 
to ptinifli me, but this inftead of making me turn 

unto 



LADY G U I O N. +j 

unto thee, Oh my God ! only fetved to afflitl and 
^hi er mv mind. My father knew nothmg of 
:« 'h T f"?hi?love to me was fuch that he would 
not have fuffered it. 1 loved him much but at 
the fame time I feared him, fothati told him no- 
thina of it. My mother was often teazmg him 
vtlf complaints k me, to which he made no other 
rrtlv than " There are twelve hours in the day ; 
« (he'll arow wifer." This rigorous proceedmg was 
not the worft for my foul, tho' it fourcd ^^y temper 
which was otheiwife very m>ld and ^^fy- -But 
what caufed my gteateft hurt was, ttat not being 
able to endure thoii; who treated me .11, I chole to 
be among thofe who carreffed mc, in order to cor- 
rupt and fpoil me. 

My father, feeing I was now grown pretty tMi, 
placed me in Lent among the [/,/«/".«, to recewe 
^y firft communion at Eafier, at winch t.me I was 
to complete myeleveuth year. A-^-^ here my moft 
dear fiftet under whofe infpeaion my father placed 
me, redoubled her cares, to caule me to make 
the' belt preparation poflible for thi^J^ft of de- 
votion I thought new of givmg myfelf to God 
™Ldearneft. I often felt a combat between my 
good Inchuations and my bad liabus. I even d.d 
Ime penances. As I was almoft always widi my 
Gfter and as the boarders in her clafe, which was _ 
the firft, were very reafonable and civil, I became 
fuch a iV; while among them. It had been ^urder 
ro educate me badly , for my very nature was ftrong- 
iy dlfpofed to goodnefe,.and Ilaved eve j thmg 
that tended thereto. Eafily won with ™Wnefs 1 
did with pleafure Nvhatever my good fitter de- 
ed ^t length Eahr arrived, aiid I received the 
communion (which was preceded by a general 
confeffion) with nnid, joy ™4 devotion. And in 
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this houTe I ftayed 'till Whitjmitide. But as iny 
other After was millrefs of the fecond clafs, (he 
demanded me in her week, to be witti her in tliat 
ciafs. Her manners, To oppofite to the other's, 
made inc relax my fotnser piety. Ifelt.no more 
r^iatnew and delighlftil .irdour which had feized 
my heart at my firfl cprrimjinion. Alas ! k held 
but a Aiort time ; for my' faults and failings were 
foon reiterated, and drew me off from the care and 
duties of religion. 

■ As I now grew very tall for my age, and more 
to my ttio:her's liking than before, (Ite took care to 
deck and drefs me out, to make roe fee company, 
and to take me abroad with her. She took an 
inordinate pride in that beauty with which God 
had formed me, only to blefs and praifehim, which 
was however perverted by me into a fouice of pride 
and vanity. Several fuitors oftcred to mc. But as 
I was not yet t,welve years of age, my, father 
would not hften to any propofals. I loved reading 
rnudi, and (hut myft]f Up, alone eye^y day to read 
■without i ntemtptioji, . ' 

"VViHAT proved «ffefl:ual togaiij me over entirely 
to God J at 1ea.ft for a time, was that a nepliew of 
my father's paffed by our houfe, going on a million 
to Cichimhinii. I happetied at that time to be gone 
a walking with my compilnions, which I feldoni 
did. At my return he was goac' They gave me 
an account of his fanftity, and the things he had 
(kid. I was fo touched therewith, that I was over- 
come with forrow. 1 cried all the refl of the day 
and of the night. Early in the morning, I v/ent 
in great diftrefs to feekmy confeffor. I (iiid to him, 
" What my fatircr, am I the only perfon in ouv 
" family to be loft ? Alas! help rae in my falva- 
" tion." He was greatly fi'i prized to fee me fo 

much 
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much afflifted, and comforted me in the be(t mati- 
ner he could, tioc iliinklng me fo bad as I was , 
for in the miJfl: of my backflidings I was docile, 
punftual in obedience, careful to confefs often ; 
'and fmcc I went to him my life was iriore regular. 
Oh ihou God of love, how often haft thou knocked 
at the door of my heart ! how often teiified me 
with appearances of fiiddcn death I Yet all there 
only made a tranfient , irapreffion. I prefently re- 
turned agaiii to my infidelities ; but this time thou 
didlt take, and I miiy fay quite earned off my heart. 
Alas what grief I now fuftained for having dif- 
pleafcd thee! what regrets, what exclamations, 
^vhat fobbings ! Who would have t|i™ght, to fee 
me but that my converfion wotild have laltetl as 
ions a-, my hfe ? Why didft thoti not. Oh my God, 
ufteily take this heart to thyfelf, when I gSve it to 
thee fo fulty ; or if tliou didft take it then, oh why 
didft thou let it revolt again afterward? Thou 
waft fiirely ftrong enough to hold if, but tiiQU 
woukVfi: perhaps, in leaving me to myieli diiplay 
thy merey, that the depth of my iniquity might 
fervc as a trophy to thy goodnefs. 

I immediiHely applied myfelf to every part of 
Vn* duty. I made a general confellion with great 
compunaion of heart. I frankly confrfled all that 
I knew with torrents of tears, I became fo changed 
that I was fcafce to be known. I would not tor 
ever fo much have made the leaft voluntary flip i 
and they found not any matter for abloution wh«n 
I confcfi'ed, ! difcovered the very fmalleft faults : 
And God did me the favour to enable roe to con- 
quer myfelf in many things. There were left only 
feme remains of pallion, which gave roe lome trou- 
ble to conquer ; But as foon as I had by means 
thereof, given any difpleafure, even to the do- 
meftics, i beeged their pardon, m order to iiibdue 
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at tlie fame time, my wrath and pride ; for wrath 
is the daughter of pride. A perfon truely hHm- 
bled ftiffers not any thing to put him in a rage. As 
it is pride which dies the laft itt the (bul, fo it is 
paflion which Is laft deftroyed in the outward 
eondufl. A foul thoroughly annihilated, or dead 
to itfelf, finds nothing of rage left. 

There are perfons who, being very much filled 
with the uniflion ef grace, and with a tranquil 
peace, at their entrance of the refigned path of 
■ lighc and love, think tliey are come thus far : 
But they are greatly miftaken. This they will rea- 
dily difcQver, if they are heartily wiUiiig to exa- 
mine two things; firil if their nature is lively, 
warm and violent, (for 1 fpealt not of [tnpid tem- 
pers) they will find, from time to time, that they 
make flips, in which trouble and emotion have fome 
fiiare ^ and which even then are ufefui to humble 
and annihilate them. (But when annihilation is 
pcrfciftcd all paifion is gone, for it is Incompatible 
with the ftate.) Moreover they will find that there 
often rifcs in theni certain motions of anger, but 
the fweetnefs of grace holds them back by a fecret 
violence : They would eafily tranfgrefs, if in any 
wife they gave way to thefe motions : There are 
perfons who think therofelves very mild, becaufe 
nothing thwarts them : It Is not of ftich that I 
am fpeaking ; for the mildnefs, which has never 
been put to the proof, is often only counterfeit. 
Thofe perfons who, when unmolefted appear- 
ed Saints, are no fooner exercifed by vexing oc- 
currences, than there Runs up in them a ftrange 
number of faults, which they had thought to be 
dead ; and which only lay dormant, becaufe no- 
thing av>Mlced them, 
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I FO LLOw IS D my religious exevcifes. I (hut my- 
fclf tip all the day to read and to pray. I gave all 
I had to the poor, taking even linen to their houfes 
to make them necelTarics. I taught them the cate- 
chifm ; and, when my parents dined abroad, I 
made them eat with me, and ftrved them with 
OKM refpea. I read the works of St. Frniuis de 
Saks and the life of Madam de Chmtal There [ 
firft learnt what mental prayer was, and I befought 
my confelfor to teach roe that kind of prayer, but 
as he did not, I ufed my own endeavours to praftife 
it tho' without fuccefs, as I then thought, becaufe 
I could not cxercife the imagination -, and perfiiaded 
myfclf, that that prayer could not be made without 
forming to one's felf certain ideas and reafonmg 
much. This difficulty gave me no fiiiall trouble, 
and that for a long time. I was neverthelefs very 
affiduous therein, and prayed earneftly to God to 
give me the gift of prayer. All that I faw writ in 
the life of M. de Cbatnal charmed me ; and I was 
fo mere a child, that I thought I ought to do every 
thing that I faw in it. All the vows [he had made 
I made alfo, as that of ever aiming at the highelt 
petfeftion, and of doing the will of God m every 
thine. One day as I was reading that flie had put 
the name of Jf.sd s on her heart, to follow the coun- 
fel of the fpotife " Set me as a feal upon thy heart," 
and that for this purpofc, fiie had taken a red hot 
iron whereupon that holy name was engraven, [ 
was 'very much afflifted that I could not do the fame. 
I took it in my head to write that faired and adora- 
ble name, in large charafters, on a piece of paper. 
' With ribbands and a big needle I fafteiisd it to my 
Ikin in four places -, and in that pofition it continued 
a long time. 

After this, I turned all my thoughts to become i: 
nun, very often going to iJx vifimtion-, for the love 

whic'i 
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which I liad for St. Franiis ds Sales did not permit 
■me to think of any other community than this of 
which he was the founder. \ frequently went to 
beg the nnns there to receive me into their convent. 
Often I ftole out of my fither's houfc to go thither 
and repeatedly foHcited'theni to confent to my ad- 
miflion. But, tho' it was what they eagerly defired, 
even as a temporal advantage ; yet they never durfi: 
kt me enter their houlV, as- they very much feared 
niy father, whofe fondnefs forme they were no 
ftrahgers to. There was then at that houfe a niece 
of my father's, to whom I am under great obliga- 
tions. Fort\ine had not been very favourable to 
her father, and had tliereby reduced her in fome 
fort to depend on mine, to whom Jhe difcovered 
my inclination j who, tho' he would not for gny 

' tiling in the world ha ve hindered a right vocation, 
yet could not hear of my defign without fliedding 
tears. But as he happened at this time to be 
abroad, my coufm went to my confeffor, to defire 
him to forbid my going to Iht vifitatmn. Hedurft 
not however do it plainly, for fear of drawing on 
himfelf the refcntraeni of that community ; for tliey 
already looked on me as their's. Yet I ftiU wanted 

' to be a mm, and importuned my mother excelTivciy 
to take rae to that houfe; hut Ihe would not .tio 
it, for fear of grieving my father, who was yet 
abfcnt, and fliff ftiU referred me to his return. As 

, I faw that I could not obtain from her what I de- 
fired, I counterfeited her hand ■ writing, and 
forged a letter in v;hich (he befoiight thofe ladies 
to receive mc ; excufuig herfelf from coming with 
me on account of her illnefs ; Bui the prior^fs, 
who was a relation of my raother'.s, and. well ac- 
quainted with her hand, at once dcteded the for- 



C H A P. 

i 



LAOYGUION. 49 

CHAP. V. 

NO fooner was my father returned home, riiaii 
he fell into a violent diftemper. My mother 
was at the fame time indifpofed in another part of 
the houfc. I was then all alone with him, ready 
to render him every kind of fervke I was capable 
of, and to give him all the dutiful marks of a 
rooft finceve afFeiftion : And I don't doubt but my 
aflidtiity was very agreeable to him. I went, tin- 
perceived by him, to empty his bafons ; taking 
the time for "it when the fervants were not at hand ; 
a,5 well to mortify myfelf as to pay due honour to 
what Jesus Christ faid, that he came not to be 
mmijiered to, hit to minifter. When he made me 
read by him, I read with fuch a hearr-felt devotion 
that he was furprifed at it. I remembered the in- 
flruftions my fitter had given me, and the ejacula- 
tory prayers and praifes I had learned from her. 
She had taught me to praife thee, oh my God, in 
all thy works. All that I faw called upon rae to 
render thee that homage. If it rained, I willied 
every drop to be changed into love and praifes. 
My heart was nourifhcd infenfibly with thy love ; 
and my fpirit was inceffantly engtoffed with the re- 
membrance of thee. I feenied to join and partake 
in all the good that was done in the world, and 
could have wifhed to have the united hearts of al! 
men to love thee. This habit rooted itfelf fo 
ftrongly in ine, that I retained it throughout my 
greateft wanderings. 

My coufm aforementioned helped not a htde, to 

fupport me in thefe good fcntiments ; For I was 

often with her, and loved her, as fhe took great care 

of me and treated rae with much gentlenefs. Her 

P fortune 
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iorume being equal neither to lier birth, nor her 
virme, (lie did with charity and affeftion what hur 
condidon oliliged her to. My mother grew jealous, 
fearing I fhotild love my coiifm too well, and her- 
felf too litde. Slie who had left me in ray young 
years to the care of her maids, and fince that to my 
own, only enquiring if I was in the hoiifc, and 
troubling herfelf no further, nov^^ required me al- 
ways to ftay with her, and never luifcred me to be 
with my coiifm, but with very great reluttanee. 
My coufm fell ill i Ite toolt that odcafion to fend 
Jier home, wliieh was a fevere ftroke to my heart, 
as *ell as to that grace which began to dawn in me. 

Tho' my mother afled thus ihe v/as a very vir- 
tuous woman. But God permitted it for my ex- 
ercife. She was one of the moll charitable women 
of her age. She not only gave away the furplus, 
but even the neceffaries of the houfe. Never were 
the needy negledted by iier. Never any wretch 
came to her without fuccour. She furnifhed poor 
mechanics wherewith to carry on their worli, and 
needy tradefmen wherewitli to fupply their (hops, 
From her I think I inherited my charity and love 
for the poor: For God favoured mc with the blef- 
fing of being lier litcceflbr in that holy cxerciie, 
Tlicre was not one in the town, or its environs, 
who did not praife her for this great virtue. She 
has fothetimcs given to the laft piflole in the lioufe, 
the' (he had fo large a family to maintain, and yet 
did not fail in her faith. 



My rnother's only care about me, had been all 
along to have tne in the houfe; which indeed is 
one material point for a girl. And this habit, of 
being fo -coBftaBdy kept within, proved of great 
fervice to me after my marriage, as I Ihall tell in 
its due courfe. It woiild hive been better had fhe 

iiept 
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Ivept me more in her own apartment, with an 
aureeable freedom ; and enquired oftner what part 
of the houfe I was in. 

After my coufin left met continued for fome 
time in thofe fentiments of piety I have mentioned. 
And God granted me the grace to forgive injuries 
with fuch readiuefs, tliat ray confeffor was furpnled; 
as he knevi that fome young ladies had, out of 
envy, traduced me ; and that I fpoke well of thera 
as oe'cafion offered. I was feized with a tertian 
ague, which lafted four months, in which I fuffered 
much; yet during the time, was enabled to fuffer 
with much refignation and patience. In this frame 
of mind and m'anner of life 1 perfevcred, fo long as 
I continued the praiftice of mental prayer. 

Near a twelvemonth after, we went to pafs 
fome days iii the country. My father took along 
with us one of his relations, a very accompUfhed 
young gentleman. He had a great defire to marry 
me ; but my father, who had refolved not to give 
me' to any near kinfman, on account of the diffi- 
culty of obtauiiug difpenfations, put him off, with- 
out alledging any falfe or frivolous reafons for it. 
As this young gentleman was very devout, and 
every day faid the office of the Virgin, I laid it 
with him ; and to have time for it, left off prayer, 
which was to me the fitft inlet of evils. Yet I kept 
up for a long time, fome fhare of the fpirit of piety ; 
for I went to feek out the little fhepherdeffes, to 
inftruft them in their religious duties ; yet this fpi- 
rit gradually decayed, not being nounfhed by 
prayer, Hereby 1 became cold toward God -. All 
my old faults revived ; to whichi addedan excel- 
• five vanity. The love 1 began to have for myfelf, 
extinguilhed what remained in me of the love of 

God. 
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I D I B not wholly kavc oft" mental prayer, with- 
out afking my confeffor's leave ; I told him f 
thought it better to fay the office of the virgin every 
day, than to prailife prayer ; as I had not time 
for both. I faw not that this was a ftratagem of 
the enemy to draw me from God , and to entangle 
me infenfibly in the fnares he had laid for mc ; in 
truth I had time fiifficient for both, as I had no 
otlier occupations than what I prefcribed to my- 
felf. My confertor was eafy in the matter s not 
being a man of prayer, he gave his confent, to 
my great hurt. 

Oh my God, if die value of prayer were but 
known, the great advantage which accrues to the 
foul from converfing with thee, and what confe- 
qvtcnce it is of to falvation, every one would be alTi- 
dnoiis in it. Ft is a ftrong hold into which the ene- 
my cannot enter. He may attack it, befiege it, 
make a noife about its walls -, but while we are 
faithful, and hold our ftation he connot hurt us. 
It is alike reqnifite to dilate to children the necef- 
fity of prayer as of dieir falvation ; but alas ! unhap- 
pily, it is thought fufiicient to tell tliem that there 
is a heaven and a hell ; that they mufl endeavour 
to avoid.the latter and attain the foriner^ and yet 
they ate' not taught the fliorteft and eafieft way 
of arriving at it. The only way to heaven Is 
prayer ; a prayer of the heart, which every one Is 
capable of, and not of reafonlugs which are the fruits 
of fludy, orexercife of the imagination, which, in 
filling t\ic mind with wandering objedls, rarely fet- 
tle it ; and inftead of warming the heart with love 
to God, leave it cold and languifhing. Let die poor 
come, let the ignorant and carnal come, let the 
children without rcafon and knowledge, let the dull 
or hard hearts which can retain nothing come to 

the 
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the piaflice of prayer, and they (hall become wife. 
Oh ye great, wife and rich, Have ye not, a heart 
capable of loving v,'hat is proper for you, and of 
hatin" what is deftruclive ? Love the fovereign 
good^ hate all evil, and ye will be truly wife. 
When ye love any one, is it becaufe ye know the 
reafons of love and its definitions ! No, certainly ; 
Ye love becaufe your heart is formed to love what 
it finds amiable. And finely ye cannot but know 
that there is nought lovely m the itniverfe but Goo : 
Know ye not that he has created you, that he lias 
died for you : But if thefe reafons are not fufiici- 
ent which of you has not forae neceflity, fome 
trouble, or fome misfortune ? Which of yoti does 
not know how to tell his malady, and beg rehef ? 
Come then to this Fountain of all Good, without 
complaining to weak and impotent creatures, who 
cannot help you; come to prayer ; lay before God 
your troubles, beg his grace, and above all that 
you may love him. None can exempt himfelf from 
loving ; for none can live without a heart, nor the 
heart without love. 

Why fhould any amufe themfelves, in feeking 
reafons for loving LovF. itfelf ^ Let us love without 
reafoning about it ; and we Ihall find ourfelves 
filled with love, before the others have learned the 
reafons which induce to it. Make trial of this love, - 
and you will be wifer in it tlian the moft iltilful 
philofophers. In love, as in every thing elfe, expe- 
rience inftrufts better tlian reafoning. Oh come 
then drink atdiis fountain of living waters, inftead 
of the broken eilleins of the Creature, which tar 
from allaying your thirft, only tends continually to 
aug)iient it. Did ye once dtink at this fountain, 
ye" would not feek elfewhere for any thing to 
quench your thirlt ; for while ye ftill continue to 
dra"- from diis fource, ye v/ould thirft no longer 
D ^ after 
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after the world : But if ye quit it, alas ! the enemy 
has the afccndant ; he will give you of his poifoned 
draughts, which may have an apparent fweetnefs, 
but will affuredly rob you of life. 

Thus, I forfook tlie fountain of living water 
when I left off prayer. I became as a vineyard 
expofed to pillage, whofe hedges torn down give 
liberty to all the paffengers to ravage it. I began 
to feck in the creature what I had found in God. 
He left me to myfeif, becnufe I firft left him ; and 
it was his will by permitting me to fmk into the hor- 
rible pit, to make ine feel the neceffity I was in, 
of approaching him in prayer. Tlioti haft faid, 
that thm wih dcfirny ihofe adiiltermi ftruh who de- 
part from thee. Alas ! it is their departure alone 
which caufes their deftriiftion, fince, in departing 
from thee, Oh Sun of Righteoufnefs, they enter 
into the regions of daiknefs and the coldnefs of 
death, from whence they would never arife, if thou 
didft not revifit them ; if thou didft not by thv 
divine light, illuminate their darknefs, and hy thy 
enlivening warmth, inelt their icy hearts, and re- 
ftore them to life. 



I .FELT, then into the greatefl; of all misfortunes ; 
for I wandered yet further and further from thee. 
Oh my God, and thou didft gradually retire from 
a heart which had quitted thee. Yet fuch is thy 
goodnefs, that it feemed as if thou hadft left me 
with regret ; and when this heart was dcfirous to 
return again unto thee, with v/hat fpeed didft thou 
"come to meet it. This proof of thy love and 
mercy, fhall be to me an everlafting teiciraony of 
thy goodnefs and of ray own ingratitude. 

I BECAME ftil! more paHionate than I had ever 
been, as age gave more force to nature, I was fre- 

qucntlv 
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quently guilty of lying; I felt roy heart cormpt 
and vain i the fpark of diflne grace was almoft 
cxtineuidied in me and I fell into a flate of indif- 
ference and indevotion i tho' 1 ftiU carefully kept 
up outfide appearances; and the habit I had ac^ 
quired of behaving at cliurch, made me appear bet-- 
ter than I was. Vanity, which had been excluded , 
my heart, nowrefumed its feat. I began to pafs 
a oreat part of rov time before a lookmg-glals. 1 
found fo much pleafure in viewing myfeif therein, 
ilrt! thought others were mthe right who pradtifed 
the fame "inftead of ntaking ufe of this exterior, 
which Goo had given roc that I might love him 
the more, it. became tome only the means of a 
vain complacency. Ml feemed to me to look 
bciutifol in mypetfon, but I faw not that it co- 
vered a polluted fcul.— This rendered me fo m- 
wardl y vain, tliat I doubt whedier any ever exceeded 
me therein, but diere was an affected roodefty m 
my outward deportment that would have deceived 
lire world. 

Tui; high efteem I had for myfeif made me 
find faults "in everyone elfe of my own fcx. Ihad 
no eyes but to fee my own good quahties, and to 
difcover the defefls of others. I hid my own faults 
from myfeif, or if I remarked any, yet to me they 
app-ared little in comparifon of others. 1 exculed, 
and even figured them to myfeif as peifeclions. 
Every idea I had of others and of myfeif was talk. 
Iloved reading to fuch excefs, particularly romances, 
that Tfpsnt whole days and nights at them ; fome- 
limes t!ic dav broke whilft I continued to read, in- 
fomuch, that for a length of time \ almoft loft the 
habit of Ceeping ; I was ever eager to get to the end 
of die book, in hopes of finding fomething to latisty 
a certain craving which I found within me, but nij 
tlfirft for reading was only cncrcafed the more I read. 
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Thefe books are flrange inrentions to deftroy 
youth: For if they caiifed no other hurt than the 
lofs of our precious time, is not tlmt too much f I 
was not reftrained, but rather encouraged to read 
them under this fallacious pretext, tbat they thoudit 
one to fpeak well. °— 

Me A sw H n,E, thro' thy abundant mercy, Oh my 
God, thou cameft to feeb me from time to time. 
Thon didft indeed knock at the drra of my heart, I 
was often penetrated with the moil lively furrow and 
filed abundance of tears, I was alBifted to find 
my ftate to different from what it was when I en- 
joyed thy facred prei'ence ; but my tears were 
friutlefs and my grief in vain. I could not of my- 
felf get out of this wretched ftate. I wilhcd li^jne 
hand as charitable as powerful would extricate me 
but as for myfelf I had no power, If I had had' 
any friend, who would have examined the eaufc of 
this evii, and made me have recourfe ai^ain to 
prayer, which was the only means of relief, all 
would have been well. I was (like the prophet) w 
/! deep ah/s of mm, which I could not get out 
of I met with reprimands for being in^t, but 
none were kind enough to reach out a helping hand 
to free me ; And when I tried vain efforts to get 
out, I only funk the deeper, and each fruitlefs ef- 
fay made me fee my own impotence, and rendered 
me more afflitled and miferable. 

Oh ! how much companion has this fad experi- 
ence given me for fmners, as it has taught me 'why 
fo few of them emerge from tlte miferable ftate into 
which they have fallen ; becaufe fuch as fee it only 
cry out againft their diforders, and fris!;hten them 
with threats of future puniftiment. Tliefe cries 
and threats at firft make fome impreflion, and 
they ufe fome weak efforts after liberty ; .But, after 

having 
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having experienced their infufficiency, they gradu- 
ally abate in their defign ; and lofe their courage 
for trying any more. And all that man can fay to 
them afterwards is but loft labour, tho' one preach 
to them incelfently. When any for relief run to 
confels, the only true remedy for tlietn is prayer ; 
to prelent ihemfclves before God , as criminals ; 
and to beg ftrcngth of him to rife out of this ftate ; 
they would then foon be ciranged, and brought out 
of the mire and clay. But the devil has falfely per- 
fuaded the doftois and the vnfe men of the age, 
that, in order to pray, 'tis neceflary firft to be per- 
fcftly converted. Hence people are diifuaded from 
it, and hence there is rarely any converfion that is 
durable. The devil is outrageous only againft 
prayer, and thofc that exercife it -, becaufe he 
knows it is the true means of taking his pray from 
him. He lets us undergo all the aufterities we 
will, and neither perfccutes thofe that enjoy them, 
nor thofe that praftice them. But no Iboner does 
one enter into a fpiritual life, a life of prayer, but 
they miift prepare for ftrange croflfes. As all manner 
of perfecutions and contempts in this world are re- 
fervsd for that life.' 

MisERABi-E as tlte condition was to which I 
was reduced by my infidelities, and the little fuc- 
cour I had from my confeffor, I did not fail to fay 
my vocal prayers every day, to confefs pretty 

* Wr. fee in ihis paFaa;raph that IKe wag, at the time ot 
writing. it, enlightened in a gcod degree to difcover the 
cmptiners and deception of i:ira of the articles impofed 
by the Church of iii»nc as duties, v'a.. (l) The recourfe 
to confefTors fol ihe cure of inward trouble, a!\d (a) The 
ufe uf bodilf aufteritle:. ; inllead oF both thefe, ihe re- 
commends the faithful ap[>licatlon of the foul to Him who 
is Omjlipretent, and the oaly phyfinanof lalns. 

often. 



53 



HE LIFE OF 



ortenj and to commiinlciite almofl every fortnight. 
Sometimes I went to church ro weep, and to pray 
to the bkOed virgin to obtain my converrioti. I 
loved to hciir any one fpt-ak of God, and would 
never tire with the converfation. When my father 
fpoke of him, I was tranfported with joy; and 
when he and my mother went on any pilgrimage, 
and were to fet off very early in the morning, I 
either did not go to bed the night before, or hired 
the girls to weak me timely. My fathers conver- 
fation at fuch times was always of divine matters, 
whidi afforded .me the iiigheft delight, and I pre- 
ferred that fubject to any other, I alfo loved the 
poor, and was charitable, even whilft I was fo very 
lanky as I have defcribed. How ftrange may this 
feem, to fome and how haid to reconcile things fo 
very oppofue *! 

X .CHAP. 



* Having fpeedlly paffed over her cliiidiiK yes.TS, 
chequered with the dangers incideni: to that age, in rd- 
pz£t both of her perfon and her morals, her fcene of life 
begins to appear more interciT:iLg. 

Now blooming in youth, e?: tolled for her beauty, ad- 
mired of (oine, and envied of others, fhe becomes ex- 
pafed (but for a fhort fpace) to the fnares of the world, 
dnd of jier own vanity, co-operating witlithem. 

Soon, ah foont (Tie firitis herfclf ftopt in her career^ 
jnntched in her bloom, and involved in the miferies of a 
'nitrimonial ftate, not of her own choice, but impofed on 
her by that of her parents. 

We arc now nbout entering a chapter, the percfaJ 
o* ivhich may even ftrikc the obdurate and infcnfibie 
with fome feelings oF cninpaflion for Iter early and fud- 
L"Ifn cbangf ; do longer at liberty to range in life, and 
kiok itrnnnid it, in order to make a choice of ivhat might 
Ja«:' iSjreeablc to her; i!;iftcad of that^ chained down 

under 
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AFTERWARDS we came to Paru, where my 
Inanity increafed, No coft was fpared to 
make me appear to advantags. I was forward 
enough to (hew rayl'elf and expofe ray pride, m 
making a parade ol' this vain beauty, wanting to 
be loved of every one and to love none. Several 
apparently advantageous offers of marriage were 
made for rae ; but God, unwilling to have me 
loft, did not permit matters to fucceed. My fa- 
ther ftiil found difiicukies, which my all-wife Crea- 
tor raifed for my falvation ; for had I married any 
of thefe perfons, I fhould liave been much expofed, 
and my vanity would have had means of extend- 
ing itfelf in a wider circle. 

There was one perfon who had alked for rae 
in marriage for ieveral years, whom my father, 
for family reafons, had always refufed. His man- 
ners were oppofite to my vanity. Nevetthelefs, a 
fear left I fhould leave this country, together with 

under ceaftlefs opprciTjotls, without hope of freedom, 
where ever)' thing was pcrpEtaally dark, four anJ 
grating. 

HiR troubles indeed, through the goodnefs of Goti 
10 her, took the bell turn, as they induced her to have 
recouTle to him for his afiiftancc to bear her hard lot ; 
Tind to difcharge every duty requiflte in it : Yet, cer- 
tainly cruel is the condnft of parents, who, from fordid 
views, fcrce their children for life into what is fo op- 
pofite to tlicir peace. Tho' the Pather of Mercies often 
finaifies troubles, yet he approves not our Mng eiiil 
that lui may ame nt it, or cimmitlhig fii that grace my 

the 
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the affluent circiuuftanccs of tliis gentleman, in- 
dticed my father, in ipite of both his own and my 
mother's rekidlance, to promife me to him ^ which 
was dons without confiilting me. They made me 
fgn the marriiige articles without letting me know 
what they were ; tho' I was well pleafed with the 
ttiotights of marriage, flattering myiclf with ahope of 
being thereby fetat fuU bberty, and delivered frojn 
the ill treatment of my mother, which I drew upon 
myfelf by my want of dociHty : Yet God order- 
ed itfarodierwife ; and the condition which I found 
myfdf in afterwards, fniilrated my hopes; as i 
fiiiU Ihew in the feqttel 

How pleafing foe ver marriage was to my thoughts, 
I was all the time, after my being promiled, and 
even long after my maaiage, in extreme confufinn, 
which arofe from two caiiles : The firft was ray na- 
tural raodefty, which [ did nor lofe. I had much 
refeive towards men, The other was my vanity; 
for tho' the hulband provided was a more advan- 
tageous match than I merited, yet I did not think 
him fnch : And the figure which the others madc^ 
who had offered to me before, was vaftly more 
engaging. Their rank would have placed me in 
■view : And as I confuited, in thefe things, nothing 
but my vanity, whatever did not flatEer that, was to 
me infLipportable ; yet even this very vanity was 
I thinli cf forae advantage to me; for it hindred 
me from falling into fuch things as caufe the ruin 
of families; I would not do any thing which, in 
the eye of the v.iorld, might render me culpa- 
ble i fo ftritlly did I guard my exterior con- 
duft. As I was modeft at church, and had not 
been tifed to go abroad without my mother, and as 
tlie reputation of our houfe was great, I paffed for, 
virtaous. 
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I DID not fee mv ipoufe ek6\ (at Pdrh) till two 
or three days before our marriage. I caufed maifes 
to, be faid all the time after my being contrafted, 
to know the will of God ; wllhmg to do it m this 
affair at leaft. Oh goodnefs of my God, to bear 
with rac at diis time, and to allow me to pray to 
thee with as much boldnefs, as if I had be^^n one 
of thy friends, I who had rebelled againft thee as 
thy greateft enemy. 

The joy of our nuptials was univerfal tliro' our 
village • Amidft this general rejoicing, there ap- 
peared none fad bat rovfelf. I could neither laugh 
as others did, nor even eat; fo much was ! deprel- 
fed tho' as yet I knew not the caufe ; But it was 
aforetafte which God gave me of what was to be- 
fall me. The remembrance of the delire 1 had ot 
bein" a nun, came pouring in upon me. All who 
cam? to compliment me, the day after could not 
forbear rallying me, becaufe I wept bitterly 1 
nnfweredthem; "Alas! I had defired (o much to 
" be a nun ; why then am I now married ? And by 
" what fatality has fuch a revolution befaUcn me ?" 
No fooner was I at the houfe of ray new fpoufe 
than I perceived that it would be for me n bmtfc of 

I w v s obliged here to change my conduft ; for 
their manner of hying was very different from that 
in ray father's houfe. My mother-m-law who had 
long been a widow, regarded nothing elfe but oeco- 
nomy; whereas at my father's houfe they lived m 
a noble manner, and great elegance; and what my 
hufband and mother-in-law called pnde, and I 
called politencfs, was obfetved there. I was very 
much furprized at this change, and fo much llic 
more, as my vanity wilhed to mcreafe, rather t.rau 
to be diminifhed. 

(AT 
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At the time of my marriage I was a iittie paft 
fifteen yit&fs of age. My fiirprize increafed greatly, 
wiien I faw I muft lofe what I had acquired with ia 
much application. At my father's houfe we were 
obliged to behave in a genteei way, and to fpealc 
with propriety. There all that I faid was applaud- 
ed. Here they never hearkened to me, bnt to con- 
tradia and find fault. If I fpoke well, they faid 
it was to give them a leffon : If any queftions were 
flatted at my father's, he encouraged me to fpeak 
freely on fucli occafions ; here if 1 fpoke my fenti- 
ments, they faid it was to enter into a difpute. 
They put me to filenct in an abrupt and ihameful 
manner, and fcolded me from morning till night. 

I SHOti L D have fome difficulty to give yoti an ac- 
count of fuch matters, which cannot be done without 
wounding charity, if you had not forbidden me to 
omit any one article, and if you had not pofi- 
tively enjoined me to lay open every thing, and to 
write down all the particulars. But I requeft, before 
you proceed, not to look at things on the fide of 
the creature, which would make thefe perfons ap- 
pear worfe than they were ; for my motiier-in-law 
had virtue, my hufband had religion, and not any 
vice. It is requlfite tu look at every tiring on the 
fide of God, who permitted thefe things, only for 
my falvation, and becaiife he would not have mt- 
loft. I had befide fomiich pride, that had I recei- 
ved any other treatment, I fhould have continued 
therein, and fhould not, perhaps, have turned to 
God, as I was afterwards induced to do, by the op- 
prefllon of a multi tude of crolles^ 

To return to my fubjeft, my mother-in-law con- 
ceived ftich a deifire to cppofe me in every thing, 

that. 
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that in order to vex mc, Ihe made me perform die 
moft: humihatingofEces; for her humour was to 
txtraordhiarv, having never furmounted it m her 
vouth, that ihe could liardly live with any body. 
Sayln" no other than vocal prayers, Ihe did not fee 
this kind of fault i or feeing it, and not drawing 
forces from the fphit of prayer, (he could not get the 
better of it- And it was a pity, for (he had botli 
fcnfe and merit. I was then made the viftim 6i 
her humours. All her occupation was to thwart 
roe continually, and Ihe infplred the like fentimenls 
into her fon. They would make perfons far my 
inferiors, take place above me. My mother who 
had a high fenfe of honour, could not endure that : 
And when (he heard of it from others (&r I told 
her nothing of it) Ihe chid me, thinking I did it 
not knowing how to keep my rank; and that 1 
had no fpirit ; and upbraided me with many other 
things of that Ihrt. I dutft not tell her how it was 
with rae ; but I was almoft ready to die with the 
"goni-s of grief and continual vexation. And 
what aggravated them all, was the remembrance 
of the perfons who had propofed for me, the differ- 
ence of their humour and manners, the love they 
had for me, with their agreeablene(3 and pohtends. 
AH this made my prefent fituation very dole ul, 
and my burthen intolerable. My mother-m-law 
upbraided me in regard to my family, and fpoke to 
rae ineeffamlv to the difadvantage of my father 
and mother. ' I never went to fee them, but 1 had 
fome bitter fpeeches to bear at my return. 

On the other hand my mother complained, that 
I did not come often enough to fee her She faid 
I did not love her, that ! was ahenated tram my 
. own family, by being too much attached to my 
hufband -, fo that I had a great deal ot heavy luf- 
ferings to undergo on both fides. 
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What ftiU funher augmented my crofTes was, 
that my mother related to ray mother-in law the 
pains I had coll her from my infancy ; After which 
they reproncheci me, faying, / -was a dt^iigelnig 
unci an e-uil fpiril. My hiilband obliged me to 
ftiy all the day long in ray moriier-in-la\v's room, 
without any liberty of retiring into my own apart- 
ment, fo that I had not a moment's relpite to 
breathe a little. She fpoke difadvantageoufly of 
me to every body, to leifen the affection and ef- 
teera which fome had entertained for me, and gal- 
led me with the gtolfefl: affronts before the fineft 
company. This had not the effeft fhe wanted ; 
for the more patiently iliey favv me bear it, die 
higher efleejn they had for me. 

Indited, file found the fccret of extinguifliing 
my vivacity, and rendering me ftupid ; fo that 
fome of my former acquaintance hardly knew me, 
Thofe who had not feen me before, faid, " Is this 
*' the perfon famed for iueh abundance of wit ? 
" She can't fay two words. She is a fine pifture." 
I was not yet fixteen years old, I was fo much in- 
timidated, that I durft not go out without my mo- 
ther-in-law, and in her prefence 1 could not fpeak. 
1 knew not what 1 faid ; fo much fear had I of put- 
ting her out of humour, and drawing fome bitter 
fpeech on myfelf. 

To compleat my affliflion, they prefented me 
with a waiting-maid who was every thing with 
them. She kept me in fight like a governefs, and 
treated me in a ftrange manner. For the moft 
part I bore with patience thefe evils which I had 
no way to avoid : But fometimes I let fome hafly 
anfwer efcape me, which was a fource of grievous 
croflifs to mc, and violent reproaches, fur a long 

time 
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time together. When I went out, the footmen had 
orders to give an account of every thing I did. 
It was then I began to eat the bread of forrows, 
and to mingle my drink with my tears. At table 
they ftill did fomething to me, wh.!ch covered me 
with confufion. I cmild not forbear tears, and 
tlienc- had a double confufion, one for what they 
faid to me, and the other for not being able to re- 
frain weeping. I h.-d no one to confide in who 
mifht Ihare my afSiftion, and aifift me to bear n. 
When I wotJd imp.irt fome hint of it to my mo- 
ther I drev/ upon myfelf new croftes, to that I re- 
folved to have no confidant of my trouble. It 
was not from any natural cruelty, that my hulband 
treated me thus ; for he loved me even paflionate- 
ly, but he was warm end hafty, and my mothei- 
in'-law continually irritated him about me. 

It was in fo deplorable a condition, Oh my 
God that I began to perceive the need I had ot 
thy affiitance- For this fituation was fo very peri- 
lous for me, as I met with none but admirers 
abroad, and fuch as flattered me to my hurt, it 
were to be feared, left at fuch a tender age, amidft 
all the ftrange domtftic crofles I had to bear, 1 
might be reduced. But thou, by thy goodnels and 
low gave it quite another turn. By thefe redou- 
bled ftrokes thou didft draw me to tiiyfelf, and by 
thy croffes cffcacd wlrat thy carelfes could not et- 
feft Nay, even dien thou msde(t ufe of my na- 
tural pride, to keep me witliin the limits ot my 
duty I knew that a woman of honour ought ne- 
ver to give fiifpicion to her huiband. I was lo 
very cir?umfpeft on t]-,..t head, tfet I ofteii earned 
it even to excefs, fo far as to veftue the hand to 
fueh as in politenefs, offered ms theirs. There 
happened to me an adventure which, by carrying 
my prudence tco far, h&d like to have rumed me ; 
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for things were taken contrary to their intent: 
But my hiifband was fenfible of my innocence, 
and tbe falfhood of the infmuations of my mother- 
in-law. 

SocH weighty cioOfes, mads me return to God. 
I began to deplore the fins of my youth ; for fmo.;- 
my marriage I had not committed any voluntarily ; 
Yet- I Hill had fome fentlments of vanity remain- 
ing, which I wifhed not to have. However my 
troubles now coumerballanced them, IMoreover 
many of them appeared jiift to the little light I 
then had ; for I was not yet illuminated to pene- 
trate the efl'ence of vanity : I fixed my thotights 
only on its appearance. I tried to amend my life 
by penance, and by a general confcflion, the moft 
exaft that I ever yet had made. I quitted all my 
romances, for which I lately had fuch a fondnefs, 
Tho' fome time before my marriage, it had been 
damped by reading the gofpel, I was fo affefted 
therewith, and difcnvered that charadter of truth 
therein, as to put me out of conceit with all the 
other books. They appeared then to me only full 
of hes and deceit. I now put away even indifFerent 
books,, to have none but fuch as were profitable. 
I rcfumed the pradicc of prayer, and endeavoured 
to offend my God, no more. I felt his love gra- 
dually recover the afcendam in my heart, and ba- 
nifh every other. Yet I had ftill an intolerable 
%'anity, and felf-complacencj', which has been my 
taofl grievous and obftinate iin. 

.My croffes redoubled every day. What ren- 
dered them more painful was, that ray mother-in- 
law, not content with the bittereil fpeeches, which 
(lie uttered againft me, both in pviblic and private. 
She would break out .in a pallion about the fmalleft 
trifles, and fcarcely be pacified for a fortnight to- 
gether. 
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f^ether I paifed part of my time in bewailing my- 
llfwhen f-ld-be alone .And my gr,ef becam. 

r^:^rth:;rL?^xff^"oSt^.y 

temper, which has coft me not a httle. 

StrcH toniiing blows fo impaired jKe vivacity 
„f my mature, that I became W'J j?f J*«',„'^ 

be was my refuge. As mj age u"'^' , 

rfor rav hnlband was twenty two years older than 

T « well thatthere wasno vf^^^^, 
na heir humours, ^yh,ch^vere fo"'*'''^ *1'^ /*;"'' J 
As ! found that whatever I fold was offenfive even 
tft Zgs which others wotrld have been p W 
uiirli IkS-w not what to do. One day, weign 
Sd'own withgrt.f, .bout ft. months after' was 
T^irried b'ins alone, I was tempted even to cut 
married o,mg j'^i„htno longer irritate thofe 

XT; edt^--v wo'dtith ra J-and refentment 
I^But thou O God dlda ftop me ihort and fi^ewed 
rfmy follV. I P-TeA -""nua y^co-muni- 

cated/l winded even - beeotne dt mb, ^^ fi^^ple 

:fcrX'Tn;" founi ." f. diScult to (up- 

^ptwithUp.fo^.--°^^;;^-ft 

-Tto'StT'l^^^.^hat^-t^tS 

° 1. i_ „A iT-.flp all anper at once. But uicn 

overwhelm, and Ititie au wtj^^ , foiir- 
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thaL it requires the iitraoJt violence, of felf ref- 

traint tioc to break out into vexation and rage. 

Sdch was my condition in marriage, rather 
that of a flave than of a- free perfon. And for a. 
new augmentation of my difgraces, I perceived, 
four months after my marriage that my hufband 
was gouty. This malady, caufed me many crof- 
fes, both within and without. He had the goiu 
twice this year, fix weeks each time. Soon after 
it returned again ; and he had it ftill worfe 
tlian before. He was fo much plagued with it, 
that he came no more out of liis room, nor often 
out of his bed, which he ufually kept for feveral 
months. I carefully attended him, thn' fo very 
young. I did not fail exerting myfelf to the ut- 
thoft in rhy duty. But alas ! all this did not gain 
me their friendfhip, I had not even the coniola- 
fion to know whether what i did was agreeable, 
I denied myfelf all the mofl innocent diverfions, 
to continue with my hulhand ^ and did whatever 
I thought would pleafe him. Sometimes he fuf- 
lered me quietly, and then I efteemed myfelf very 
happy -. But at other times I fecmed infupporta- 
blc. My particular friends faid, " I was of a fine 
*' age indeed to be nurfe to an invalid, and that 
" it was a ihameful thing that I did not fet more 
" value on my talents," I anfwered, them, " ftnce 
" I had a hulband, 1 ought to fhare his painful 
" as well ashis pleafmgcircumftances." Befides my 
mother, inftead of pitying me, reprcmanded me 
fharply for my afliduity about ray hufband ; aflfu- 
ring nie that I fhould render myfelf unhappy by 
it 1 and that he would afterwards demand, as a 
duty, what I now did out of virtue. But oh ray 
God, how difeent; were thy thoughts from dieira, 
what appeared icilkitt from wliat palfed within! 
My huiband had that foible, that when any one 

raid 
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f.Ud any thing to him againft me he flew into a 
naffion at once It was the conduft of providence 
^ve me ■ For he was a man of reafon and loved 
me much. When I was fick, he was mconfola- 
He I believe had it not been for my mother-in- 
t. andlirgirl I have fpoken of, 1 ilrould have 
L; very haply with him : For moft men have 
thd^paflionsf and it is the duty of a reafonable 
woman to bear them peaceably, without irntatmg 
them more by ctofs replies. 

These things tlmi haft ordered oh my God, 
in fuch a manner by thy goodnefs, that I have frnce 
feen, it was neceffary for ma^cmg me die to my 
vain and haughty nature. I ttiould not have had 
; we to d*it myfelf, if thou hadft not ac- 
Lnplifheditby an all^wife ceconomy of thy pro- 
vidence. I praved for patience with great earneft- 
nefs- neverthelefs fome fallies of my natural ive- 
hnefe efcaped me, and vanquifted the refolut on 
I had taken of being Went. This was doubt lefs 
permitted, that my felHove might not be nour IV 
^d bymy patience : For a ttip of amoment cauf- 
ed me inonihs of humiliation, reproach and for- 
row, and proved the Qccafion of newcroffes. 
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DOKIKG the firft year I did not make a proper 
ufe of my aiBidions. I ftill was vaio. I 
ibmstimes lied, to excufe myfdf to my liufband 
and niother-in,laM', b-caufe "l ftood itiingdy in 
awe of them. Sometimes I fell into a pafiion, 
their ^ conduft appeared fo very unreafnuabk, and 
efpecialiy thciv countenancing that moft provoking 
treatment of the girl who 'iVrved me- Far as to 
my rr}other-!n-law, her age and rank rendered lier 
coiidiift more tolerable. But thon. Oh my God, 
opened my eyes to fee things in a very diffi-tent 
light. I found in thee tcafons for fiiirering, which 
I had never found in the creature ; I afterwards 
faw clearly and reflefted with joy, that this cont 
dufl:, ia iiiireafonable as it feemed, and as morti- 
fying as it was, was quite neceffary for me ; for 
had I been applauded here as I was at my father's, 
I fhould have grown intollerably proud. I had i 
fault commoh to moll: of our kx, I could not hear 
a beautiful worttan praifcd, without finding fome 
fault in her, artfully caufing it to be remarked, to 
lelTen the good which was faid of her. This fault 
of mine continued long, and was the fruit of 
grofs and malignant pride, and extravagandy ex- 
tolling any one proceeds from a like fource. 

I BECAME pregnant of my firft child, which 
induced them during the time to take great care of 
me, and my croffes were thereby fomewhat miti- 
gated. Indeed I was fo ill that k wa$ enough to 
excite the companion of the mod indifferent. Ee- 
fide th.ey had fo great a defire of having children 
to inherit their fortimcs, that they were continually 
afraid left I (hould any way lutrt myfelf. Yet 
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when 1 had advanced far in my P^^^J^y; *is 
care and tenderuefs of me abated And once as 
my mother-in-law had treated me m a very gratmg 
mLner I had the malice to feign a choke, to g,ve 
Aem i. my turn fome alarms but as I aw this 
litlk a ifice gave them too much pam, I told them 
I was better No creature could be more heavily 
loaden with ' f.ckneft than I was during iBypreg- 
nTcy, BeEde continual heavings, I had fo ftt-ange 
" Sfte except for fome fruit, that I cottld no 
be,rte fight of food. ,1 had hkcwife contmuai 
froonlngsand violent pains. I had a very fore tm,e 
in my delivery -, and continued long weak. There 
wa^indeed fufficient to exerafe patience, and I 
wa enabled to offer up my fuffenngs to our Loed 
i took a fever, which rendered me fo weak, that af- 
er feveral weeks I could fcarce bear to be moved, 
1, mv bed made When I began to recover, 
1; fmLftltS Ml upon my breal, which wa. 
?orceXbeTaid open in two places winch gave 
me Eteat pain ; Yet all thefc maladies feemed to 
me ony a^flradow of troubles, in companfon of 
Tofe I fuffered in the family , v/hich far from di^ 
tiipieiiui . . r. J ^^as alfofubjeft to a 

mmilhing aail> 'ii'^'^f^'™' '. ■; ,.f fo ,veati- 

mortal did not frighten me. 

P , ^ , ^s Could there be 

"latS" A^rfluginto thefe weaknefe, 
fiSowIep bitterly at home; yet whenoccafion. 
oftiited, I fell into than agam. ^^ ^ ^^ 
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There happened in the family an afFair of 
great confequence, in regard to our temporals. 
The loCs was very confiderable, It coft me flirangc 
croffes for above a year, not that I cared for the 
loffes which it caufed. But ilcenied to be the butt 
of all the ill humours of the family. !t vmiM re- 
quire a volume to defcribe all that J fnffcred diD- 
ing this time. With what pkafure did I facrifice 
thefe temporals -, and how often refign myfelf to 
have bt^ged my bread, if Gon had fo ordered it ' 
My raother-in,law was inconfolable. She bid me 
ptay to GcD for thefe things ; but to me that was 
wholly impolfible. Oh my deareft Lore! never 
could I pray to thee about the world, or the things 
thereof; nor fully mv facred addreilii.s to thy Ma- 
jefty with the dirt of the earth; No, I rather 
wiflied to renounce it ail, and every thing befide 
wliatfoever, for die fake of thy love, and the enjoy- 
ment of thy prefence in that kingdom, which is 
not of this world. I wholly facrificed myfelf to 
thee, even earneftly begging thee rather to reduce 
our family to beggary, than fuffer it to oflrad thee. 
In my own mmd I excufed mv mother-in-law fay- 
mg to myfelf, " if thou hadft taken the paitis to 
" fcrape and fave like her, thou wouldft not be fo 
" indifferent at feeing fo much loft. Jhou enjov- 
" eft what coft tliee nothing, and reapeft what 
" thou haft not fowed." Yet all thcfe thoughts 
could not make me fenlrble to our lolTes. I even 
formed agreeable ideas of our going to the hofpita!. 
No Hate appeared to me fo p,oor and raiferable 
which I^fhould not have thought eafy, in compa- 
nion of the continual domeftlc petfecutions I un- 
derwent. My fother, who loved me tenderly, and 
whom I honoured beyond exprellion, knew nothing 
of It. ^ God fo permitted it, that I flioiild have him 
alfo difpleafed with pie for feme time; for my mo- 
ther 
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ther was continually telling him that I was an un- 
erateful creature, fliewing no regard for them, but 
all for my hulband's family. Appearances were 
againft me ; for I did not go to fee them near as 
often as I ftiould liave done. But they knew not 
the captivity I was in ; and what I was obliged 
to bear in defending then:i. Thefc complaints of 
my mother, and a trivial afFair that fell out, lef- 
fened a little my father's fond regard for me^ 
but it did not hold long. My mother-in-law re- 
proached me, faying, " No afHiclions befell them 
" till I came into the houfe. All misfortunes came 
" along with me." On the other fide, my mother 
wanted me to exclaim againft my hiifband, which 
I could never fubmit to do. 

Wf. continued to meet with lofs after lofs, the 
King retrenching a confiderable ftiare of our reve- 
nues, befides great fums of money, which we loft 
by L'Hotel 4e Fills. I could have no reft or peace, 
in the midft of fuch great afflialons. I had no 
mortal either to confole roe, or to advife with. 
My fifter, who had educated me, had departed 
this life. She died two months before my mar- 
riage i and I had no confidence in any other. 

! declare, that T find much repugnance in faying 
fo many things of roy modiet-in-law, and yet more 
m what I mention of my hufband, as I doubt not 
but my own indifcrction, my caprice, and the occa- 
fional faUies of a warm temper, drew many of the 
crolles upon me. And, altho' I had what the 
world calls patience, yet I had neither a rehfti or 
love for the crofs, arid hence I fell into fo many 
faults. Their condtuft towards me, which appears 
fo unreafonable, ftiould not be looked upon with 
woridly eyes -, we fnould look higher, and then we 
fhall perceive, that it was dircflcd by Providence 

for 
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for my eternal adrantage. Indeed I Ihoiild have 
3'ielded to the repugnjince I felt, and been totally 
iilent with regard to ther treatment of me, were it 
not in obedience to )'oti Sir. 

I now drelTed my liair in the moft moderate 
manner, never painted, and to fnbdue this vanity 
which ftiil liad poffeflion of rae, i rarely looked in 
the gkfs ; my reading was confined to books of 
devotion, fiich as fbo-nas a Kempis, and the works 
of St. Frmtcis de Saks. I read thefe aloud for the 
improvement of the fcrvants, whilft the maid was 
combing me, and I fufFercd injfelf to be drefTed 
jiift as fhe pleafed, whicli freed me from a deal of 
trouble, and took away the occafions wherein my 
vanity ufed to be exercifed. I knew not how 
things were ; but they always liked me, and 
tliought all well in point of drcfs, — If on fome par- 
ticular days I wanted to appear better, it proved 
worfe; and the more indifferent I was about drefs, 
die better I appeared. How often have I gone to 
chureh, not fo much to worfhip God as to be feen, 
Other women, jealous of m;, alfirmed that I paint- 
ed i and told my confeflbr who chid jiie for it, 
tho' I affiired him I was innocent. I often fpoke 
in my own praife, and fought to raifc myfelf, by 
di preciafing others ; Yet thefe faults gradually 
deereafed ; for I was very forry afterwards for hav- 
ing committed them. I often examined myfelf 
very ftriftly, writing down my faults and flips, 
from week to week, and month to month, to fee 
how much I was improved or reformed. But alas! 
this labour, tho' fatiguing, was but of little fervice, 
becaiife I placed molt uf my trult in my own care.?. 
I wifhed indeed to be veforsned, but my good de- 
firea were weak and languid. 

My 
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Mv huIband'B abfence was fo long, and in the 
mean time my croffes and vexations at home fo 
great that I determined to go to him. iXly mother- 
in-law ftrongly oppofcd it ; but tins once my father 
interfering, and infifting on it, die let me go. At 
my arrival I found he had like to have died. 
Thro' vexation and fretting he was very much 
chanwed ; for he could not finith his affairs, having 
no liberty to attend them, keeping himfelf conceald 
at the hotel d LoK^uivilk, where Miuiam de Lmigue- 
vilk was extremdy bind to me. But as I appear- 
ed publickly, he was in great fear left I ihould 
mike him known; in a rage he bid me return 
home, but love, and my long abfence Irom him, 
furmounting every other rcafon, he foon relented, 
and fuffered me to ftay with him. He kept me 
eiffht days, without letting me ftir out of his cham- 
ber- 'till, fearing the effeftof fuch a cloie confine- 
ment on 'my conftitution, he defired me to go and 
take a walk in the garden, where I met Aindmi ds 
Uniucvilk, who teftiHed great joy on feeing me. 

I CAKNOT esprefs all the kindnefs I met within 
tiiis houfe All the domeftics here ferved me with 
emulation, and applauded me on account of my 
poor miferable perfon, and exterior deportment: 
Yet I was much on my guard, againft paying too 
meat attention thereto. I never entered into dif- 
Surfe with any man %vhen alone. I admitted 
none into my coach, not even my relations, unlets 
rayhufband were in it. Nor did I go into any 
man's coach. In (hort, there was not any rule of 
difcrction, v.hich I did not duly obfervc, to avoid 
pvin* anv fufpicion to my hulbind, or fubjefl: of 
cluinny to others. So much attention had I to a 
nin point of honour, and fo bttle for tlie true ho- 
nour which is to pleafe Goo. Every one ftudied 
there how to centtibute to divert or oblige m:. 

Out- 
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Outwardly every thing appeared agreeable, but 
chagrin had fo much overcome and ruffled my 
hufhand, that i had continually fomething to bear. 
SomciimeB he threatened to throw the fupper out of 
the w indows : But I faid to him, " he would then 
" do me an injury, as I liad a keen appetite." I 
made him laugh, and laughed widi him. This 
appeafed him ;, and the manner in which T fpoke 
diverted him. Before that, melancholy prevailed 
over all my endeavours, and over the love he had 
for !iie. But God both armed me with patience, 
and gave me the grace to return him no anfwer ; 
fo that the devil, who attempted to draw me i nto 
(bmc offence, was forced to retire in confufion, 
thro' the fignal afl'iftance of that grace. 



IpELLintoa kinguifliing (late ; I loved my God 
and xvas unwilling to difpleafe him, and I was in- 
wardly grieved on account of that vanity, which 
ilill I found myfelf unable to eradicate : thefe in- 
ward diftretfea, together with thofe oppteflive 
croil'es, which I had daily to encounter, at length 
threv.' me into ficlcnefs ; and as I was umvsUing to 
incommode the Hotel de Lon^ttn'uiUsj I had myfelf 
moved to another houfc. The difeafe proved vio- 
lent and extremely tedious, infomuch that the 
phyficians defpaired of my life. The pricflr, who 
was a pious man, feeroed fully fatisfied with the 
ilate of my mind, and faid, " I lliould die like a 
faint." But my fins were too prefent to my mind, 
and too painful to my heart, to have fucli a pre- 
fumption. At midnight they admir.iflered the fa- 
crament to me, as tiicy houriy expeded my de- 
parture. It was a fcene of general diftrefs in the 
family, and among all that knew me. There 
vrere. none indifferent to my death but mj'felf, I 
beh'dd it without fear, and was rendered infenfible 
to its approach. It was fat otherwife with my huf- 

band, 
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t,,„d he was inconfolabk, and iu an agony of 
S when he faw ^^^^^^^^^^^i 

ereatpal^ience under violent pa.ns, it lerved to in 
S me much in my view of the emptmefs ot all 
wo dly things, it detached me from mylilf and 
Tve me nel courage to fuffer better than I had yet 
§^n. T^ie love of God gathered itrengih in my 
heart wTth a d fre to pleaf! and be faithful to him 
in my Condition. I .c'ped fevera f^^^J'^^ 
Etes from it, which I need not relate I had yet 
fx liSts'todrag along whh a flow fe«r and he- 
oatic flux ItWivs thought that would ha%e bio.ight 
Co my end. But tf^y time, Ol, my Gou was 
not yet arrived for taking me to ^-yf'; T^^> °=^ 
figns over me were widely different from the ex 
Sttions of thofe about me; .t bemg thj deter- 
Suiil to malce me both the objefl ot thy mercy 
and the viftim of thy juftice. 
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CHAR vm. 

AFTER long latiguifiiing at length I regained 
my former health j about which time my dear 
mother departed tliis life, in great tranqiiihty of 
mind ; having, befide her other good qualities, 
been particularly charitable to the poor. This vir- 
tue, ib acceptable to God, he was gracioudy pleaf- 
ed to begin rewarding even in this life, with ftidi 
a fpirit of reCgnation, that though fhe was but 
twenty-four hours ftck, [be was made perfedly eafy 
about every thing that was near and dear to her in 
this world —I now applied myfelf to my duties, 
never failing to praftifc timt of prayer twice a day! 
I watched over myftlf, to fnbduc my fpirit continu- 
ally. I went to vifit the ptior in their lioufes, aflift- 
ed them in their diftempers and diftreffes ; and did 
(according to my tmderftanding) all the good I 
knew.- Thou, oh my God, increafed both my 
iovc and my patience, in proportion to my fuffer- 
mgs. I regretted not the temporai advantages 
with which my mother diflinguifiied my brother 
above me ; yet at home they fell on me about that 
as about every thing dfe. 1 was alfo very much 
diilrelTed with a fecond pregnancy, had for fome 
time a tertian ague, and was very feeble. 1 did 
not indeed ferve thee yet with that fervour which 
thou waft pleafed to give me foon after : For I 
would Ml have been glad to reconcile thy Jove 
with the love of myfelf and of the creatures ■ 
and unhappily I always found forae who loved me,' 
and wliom I could not forbear wifliing to pleafe ,' 
not that I loved them, but for the love I bore to 
myfelf 



A Lauv, 
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A La DT, who was an exile, came to my fatlier's 
houfe. He offered her an apartment in it which fhe 
accepted, and ftatd there a long time. Slie wa^ 
one of true piety and inward devotion. She had a 
great efteem for me, becaufe I defired to love God, 
and employed myfelf in the exterior works of Cha- 
rity. She remarked that 1 had the virtues of an 
aftive and buttling life ; but hadnotyetattaincdthc 
fimplicity of prayer which iKe experienced. Some- 
times file dropped a word to me on that fubjeCt : 
But as my time was not yet come, I did not un- 
derftand her. Her example inftmtted me more 
than her words. I obferved on her countenance 
fomething which marked a great enjoyment of the 
prefenceof God. This I tried, by the exertion 
of fludicd reileaion and thoughts, to attain but 
with much trouble to little purpofe. I wanted to 
have by my own efforts what I could not acquire 
but in ceafing from all efforts. 

My Father's nephew, of whom [ have made 
mention before, was returned from Ctscbhicbirs, to 
carry over fome prietls from Europe. I was exceed- 
ing glad to fee him, well remembring what good his 
fitft paflingby had done rae. The Lady above men- 
tioned was no lefs rejoiced than I ; they underftood 
one another immediately and converfed together 
in a fpiritual language. The virtue of this escel- 
ten- tslation charmed me ; and I admired his conti- 
nual prayer without being. abie to comprehend it. I 
endeavoured to meditate, and to think oti God with- 
out intermiffion, to utter prayers and ejaculations, 
but cotild not acquire, by all my toil, what God 
at length gave me himfelf, and which is experi- 
enced only in fimplicity. My coufin did all hs 
could to attach me mors ftrongly to God. He 
conceived an exceeding great atTeftion for me. 
The purity he obfe-vcd in m:; from the corruptions 
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of the ag;, the abhorrence of fm at a time of Hfe 
when oth!:is are beginning to relifli the pleafiires of 
it, (for I was not yet eighteen) gave him a great 
teiidernefs for me. I complained to hira of my 
fauhs i:igjni;ouny; for tliefe I fiiw dearly ; but as 
the difficiihies I found, of emirely reforming my- 
felf much abated my courage, he cheered and ex- 
horted me to fupport myfelf, and to perfevere in 
my good endeavours for it. He would fain have 
introduced me into a more fimple manner of pray- 
er, but I was not yet prepared for it. 

I B E L I E V E his prayers were more effeftual than 
his words ; for no fooner was he gone out of my 
father's honfe, than thou, oh my divine Love ! ma- 
nifefted thy_ favour to me. The defire I had to 
pleafe thcc, the tears I fhed, the manifold pains I 
underwent, the labours I fuftained, and tlie little 
fruit i reaped from them, moved thee with com* 
paffion, Such wa.i the ftate of my foul, when thy 
goodnefs, overpaMing all my vilenefs and inii- 
tielities, and abounding in proportion to my 
wretchednefs now granted me in a mo- 
ment, what all my own efforts could never pro- 
cure, For beholding me rowing with ftich la- 
borious toil, die breath of thy divine operations 
turned in my favour, and carried me full fail over 
this fea of aiiliftion. 

I had often fpoke to my confeflbr about the 
great anxiety it gave me to find I could not medi- 
tate, nor exert my imagination in order to pray. 
Subjefts of prayer which were too cxtenfive, were 
tifelefs to me; fuch as were (hort and pithy fuited 
me better 1 but my confeflbr, I found, did nor 
c'oipprchend the matter, or undetftand my mean- 
i-ng. 

- At 
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At lenfth, God permitted a very religious 
petfon of' die order of St. Fraecis to pafs by 
my father's habitation. He had intended going 
another way, tltat was ihorter and more com- 
modious ; but a fecret power changed his de- 
fign. He fa-v there was fomethmg for him to 
do, and imagined that God had called him for 
the' converfion of a man of fome diftinftion in 
that country : But his labours there proved fruit- 
lets. It was the conquefl of my foul which was 
defigned. As foon as he arrived in our coun- 
try, he came to fee my father, who was rejoiced 
at his coming. Ac this time I was !ymg-m of 
my fecond ion, and my father dangeroufly ill, 
and expected, to die. For fome time they con- 
cealed his ficknefs from me, on account of my 
condition i till an indifcreet -perfon abruptly told 
me. Jnftantly I arofe, all weak as I was, and 
went tofeehimat the hazard of myhfe; and adan- 
gerous illnefs it coft me. My father was recover- 
ed but not entirely; yet enough to give me 
new marks of hia affpaion, I told hira ot the 
fbong defire I had to love God, and my great ■ 
forrow' at not-being .able to do it fully. My fa- 
ther, as he had a great fondnefs for me, tnought 
he could not.give me a more fohd indication 
thereof, than in procuring me an acquaintance 
with this worthy man. He told roe what he 
knew of him, and urged me to go fee him. 

I MAOE.at firft a difficulty of doing it, be- 
ing intent on obferving the rules of the ftrifteft 
prudence. However, my father's repeated in- 
ftances had .with me the weight of a pohtive 
command. I thought I could not do that amifs, 
■which 1 only did in obedience to hirti. I there- 
fore took, a kinfwoman along with roe, and 
p went. 
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went. At fiift he feemed a little confiifcd ; for 
lia was refdrvtd to\yardE women. B^jng newly 
come out of a -five years fclitn-;ie, he was fur- 
prized that I was the firft to addrefs him. He 
fpoke not a word for fome time. I knew not 
what to attribute his filence to. I did not heii- 
tate to fpeak to him, and to tdl him in a few 
words, my difficulties about prayer. He pre- 
fently replied, " It is, Madam, bccaufe you 
" feek WITHOUT what you have w i t h i n . Ac- 
" cnftom yoiirfelf to feek God in your heart, 
" and you will there find him." 

Ha Ti i'G faidthcfe words, he left me. They 
wei'e to me like the ftroke of a dart, which pe- 
netrated thro' my heart. I felt at this inftant, a 
very deep wound, a wound fo delightful that I 
defired not to be cured. Thefe words brought 
into wy heart, what I had been feeking fo ma- 
ny years; or rather they difcovered to me what 
was there, and which I had not enioyed for want 
of knowing it. Oh my Lord ! Thou waft in my 
heart, and demanded only a fimple turning of 
my mind iilward, to make me perceive thy pre- 
fentic. Oh infinite Goodnefs ! How was I 
riirttiing hither and thither to feek thee, my life 
was a burdeil to me, tho' ray happinefs was 
w'ithin myfelf. I was poor in the midfl: of 
riches, and ready to perifh with hunger, ni'ar a 
table plentifitlly fpread, and a continual feaft. 
Oh Beauty, antient and new! Why liavr- I 
known thee fo late ! Alas ! I fought thee where 
thoii waft not, and did not leek tliee were thou 
\\tall. It was for want of underltanding thefe 
words of thy gofpel, " The kingdom of God 
".. coinctli not with obfervation : neither fhall 
"-they fay,- LolicrB, or lo there: For behold, 
;: " the 
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" the kingdom of God is within you." This 1 
now experienced. For thou becameft my King, 
and my heart thy kingdom, wherein thou _didft 
reign fupremc, and performed all thy lacted 
Will. 

I TOLD this good man, " that I did not know 
" what he had done to me, that my heart was 
"■quite changed, that God was there ; forfrorh 
" that moment he had given me an experience 
" of his prefence in my foul ; not by thought 
" or any application of rnind, but as a thing 
" really pofleffed after the fvreeteft rnanner." I 
experienced thofe words in the Canticles : " Thy 
" Name is as precious ointment poured forth ; 
" therefore do the virgins love thee." For I felt 
in ray foul an unfticn which, as a faUitaiy bal- 
fam, healed in a moment all my wounds. I 
flept not that whole nigh', becattfe thy love, oh 
my God ! flowed in me like delicious oylc ; aiid 
burned, as 3 lire which was going to devour in 
an inftant all that was left of/elf. I was fud- 
denly fo altered that I was hardly to be known ei- 
ther by my felf or otheres. I found no longer 
thofe troubkfomc faults or reluflances. They all 
difappeared, being confumed, like chaff in a 
great fire. 

I NOW became defirous that the inftrument 
hereof might become my direftor, preferable 
to any other. This good father, however, could 
not readily refolve to charge himfelf with my 
condua, though he faw fo furprixing a change 
effeaed by the hand of God. _ Several rcafons 
induced him to exctife himfelf ; firft thy per- 
fon, then my youth, for I was only nineteen 
years of age ; and laftly, a piqsjifs fee had made 
Fi ■ • %s> 
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'to God, from ii diftruft of Wmfelf, never to 
take upon himfelf the direftion cf any of our 
fex, nnlefsGoD, by fomc particdar Providence, 
fhould charge him Therewith. However, upon 
my earneft and repeated rsqiicft to him to be- 
come my diredor, he faid he wduid pray to 
God thereupon, and defired ! fboiild do fo too. 
As he was at prayer, it was faid to him, " Fear 
" not that charge ; fhe is my fpmife." When I 
heard this, it affefted me greatly. " What (faid 
" I to myfelf) a frightful monfter of iniquity, 
■" who have done fo much to offend my God, 
'" in abnfing his favours, and requiting them 
*' With ingratitude ; and now to be thus de- 

" dared his fpoufe I" After this he confented 

'to my requeft. 

■ NotHiNt; now was more eafy to me than 
".prayer. Hours paffed away like moments, while 
1 could hardly do any thing elfe but pray. 
The fervency of my love allowed me no inter- 
mifiion. It was a prayer of rejoicing and polTef- 
fing, devoid of all bufy imaginations, and forced 
refleflions; it was a prayer of the Will, and not 
of the Head, wherein the tafte of God was fo 
great, fo pure, unblended and uninterrupted, 
tliat it drew and abforbed the powers of my 
foul into a profound recolkaion, without adl 
or difcourfe. For I had now no fight but of 
Jesijs CHRisr alone. All elfe was excluded, 
:in order to love with the greater extent, with- 
out any fclfifts motives or reafons for loving. 

This fovereign power, the Will, abforbed the 
two others the memory and nnderftanding into 

itfelf, and concentered them in LoVe -not 

■but that they ftlU aftually fiibfifted ; but their 

ope- 
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operations were in a mmner imperceptible and 
oaillve ■ for they were no longer ftopped or re- 
tarded 'by the multiplicity, but colkaed and 

united in One. So tire lifmg of the fun does 

not exdnguilli the (lars, bat overpowers and 
abforbs them in the luftte of his mcompaiable 
Glory. 



CHAP. 



IX. 



SUCH was the ptayer tliat was given me at 
once, which is far above extafies, tranfpoits 
and virions. All thcfe gifts are lefs pure, and 
more fubjeft to the iUufion or deceits from the 
enemy. 

Visions ate in the inferior powers of the 
Soul and cannot produce true union there- 
fore tlie Soulronft not dwelt ot rdy upon them, 
or be retarded by them— they are but favows 
and gifts, 'tis the Giver alone muft be our ob- 
ject and aim. 

It is of fueh that St. Paul fpeaks where he 
fays That " Satan transforms himfelt into an 
"angel of light." 2 Cor. 11.18, f-'^f^ i| S!" 
nevally the cafe with fuch as are fond of vi- 
fions, and lay a ftrefs on them: becaufe they 
are apt to convey a vanity to the foul or at 
leaft to hinder it from humbly attending to God 
onl)". 

ExTAsiES arife from a fenfible relifh and 

may be termed a kind of Ipintual fenfuahty, 

wherein the foul letting itfelf go too far by rea- 

fon of the fweetnefa it finds in them, falls imper- 

p 5 ccptibiy 
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ceptibly into decay. The crafty enemy preftnts 
fiich fort of interior elevations and raptures, for 
baits to trepan the foul , to render it fenfxial, to 
fill it with vanity and felf-love, tn fix its ef- 
teetn and attention on the gifts of God, and to 
hinder it from following Jesus Christ in the 
way of reijunciation, and of death to all things. 

And as to diftinft interior words, they too 
are fiibjed to illufion ; the enemy esn form and 
counterfeit them : Or if they come from a good 

angel ffor God himfelf never fpeaks thus) 

we may miftake and mifapprehend them for 

they are fpolce in a divine manner, but we con- 
fljue them'in ahumanand carrialhlanner 

Eg-r the immediate word of God — has nei- 
ther tone nor articiilation.r^It is mvite, filent 
and iinutterabll; ; for it is Jksus Christ him- 
felf the real and effential Word — ^who' in the 
center tif the Soul, that is difpofed for receiving 
him, never one moment ceafes from bis living, 
fruitful, and divine operation, 

"''— — -Oh thou "^Vord made Flefh — whofe C- 
ieVice is inexpreflible eloquence — thou canfl. ne- 
Vei: be raifapprehended or miftafon ; — "hou be- 
comeft the Life of oiif Life, and the Soul of 
bur Soul; — How infinitely is' thy Language ele- 
vated above all the utterance of human and fi- 
nite articnlation. Thy adorable Fower, all effi- 
cacious in the fbul that has received ir, commu- 
nicates itfelf thro' them to others, and as a di- 
vine feed becomes fruiifril to eternal life. 

The j-evelations of things to come are alfo 
very dangerons; for the devil can counterfeit 
them, as he did formerly in the heathen temples, 

where 
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V. 1,^ uttered Oracles. Frequently they raife 
r.ir ilT^s V n hopes, and frivolous expeila, 
ti^', take up the m'lnd with future events, 
hh .r it Vom dying to lelf, and prevent ,t fol, 
twlgjEsusCH^ilr m his poverty, abnegatt- 
on, and d-ath, 

Widely different" is fbe Rsvektim cfi^^vs 
CuKisT Gal. T. 16. mentioned, by ^ ■ ^i^"^ 
Thfs is liade to the Soul when the etertral >\ ord 

f .ommunicat^^ U ^^ - - J^ 
TtJ^'ZZ"^:^^^. Frombence^^ 

H. the onlv fafe tranlport or extafy, which 
rotrtted by nlked foith alone, and dying .,..* 

1 '^ill J Gov how fabhme nnd excellent 
t:Sd?^P-nbecaui.as^n,as^J 
foul continues retting in them, it does not tuny 
^^nce .tfelf,.and fo uever pafimg mto G^^^^^^ 

ble lofs, 

in mortiiication and deadnels to alt "'^"^ . 
I OTreand difmterefled love, 'in."«':"^"'^7^ °/ 
;^i?d fo the advancement of thy mtereft alone. 
™Thefc are the difpofrtlons thou didft then m?r 
,Jrin^..nd^-<X;;fS^^^t 

F 4 
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my delight, and the fpecial objeft of my re- 
joicing. 



C H 



P. X. 



T WRIT ar,, account of my worjderM change, 
I in point of happinefs, to that good father 
*ho had beeit made the inftniraent of it. It 
filled him both with joy and aftonifhment. Oh 
my Goii, what penflnccs did the love of fuffer- 
fegs induce me to undergo ! I pradifed all the 
a.iifteritles I could imagine: But they were all 
l:ao weak to fatisfy the defire I had for fuffer. 
ing. Tho' my body was very deUcate, the in- 
ftniimeiita of penance tore it \yithoiit giving me 
pain enough, as I thought. I ofteii Itept worrn- 
wood in my mouth, airf put coioquintida in my 
food ; altho' I eat Co little, that it was wonderful 
iiow I lived, being contihuaily in extreme weak- 
nefs. I was impelled to deprive myfelfofthe 
inoft innocent indulgences; all that could gra- 
tify my tafte was denied it, and I took every 
thing tliat could m6ri:ify and difguft it, in fo raucli 
iliat ray appetite, which had been extremely 
delicate, v/as fd far conquered, that atlengdi'I 
could fcarcely prefer one thing to atiother. 

I dreffed loadiforse fores and wounds, and 
gave rernedies to the ikk. At niy fii-ft engaging 
in diis fort of employ, my fliomach ufed to turn ■ 
and it wasvich th.e greateft difikulty I was able 
to hts.t it. But as foon as my averfion ceafed 
and that I i;ouia ftand the moft bffenfive things' 
, other channels of empioyment were opened to 
rae: For I did nothing of myrdf, but .left rayfdf 
to ^}e. wholly governed by my fovereign in al] 
things. 

When 
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WBENthat good father alked me liow I loved 
Goo I anfwered, " Far more than the moft 
" palfiotafe lover his beloved ; and that even 
" this comparifon was inadequate, fince the love 
" of the creatures never can attain to this, 
" either in ftrength or in depth," This love of 
Gob "occupied ray heart fo conttandy and fo 
fttongly that I could think of nodung elfe, as 
indeed 'l judged nodilng elfe worthy of my 
thoughts. 

Ttti! Spai father above mentioned was an ex- 
■ cellent preacher. He was defired to preach in 
the pariOi to wliich I belonged. Wlien I came, 
Iwasfoftrongly abfotbed in God, thai I could 
neither o{.en my eyes, nor bear any tlnnghe faid. 
I found that thy word, oh my God, made its 
own impfeifion on my heart, and there had its 
effeft without the mediation of words, or any 
attention to them. And I have found it fo ever 
fitice tho' after a different manner, according 
to the different degtees and ftates i have paffed 
through. So deeply was I fettled in the inward 
fpirit of prayer, that I could fcarce any more pro- 
nounce the voca.1 prayers. 

This immcrfion in God abforbed allthings 
therein. I could no more fee the faints, or even 
the Eleffed Virgin, out of God ; but I beheld 
them all in him. And tho' I tenderly loved cer- 
tain faints, as St.PETE^, St.PAUL, St. Mary 
MACDAi.r.s, St. Teresa, yet I could notform 
to myfelf images of them, nor invoke any of them 
out of Gop . 

A FEW tfeeks after I had received that inte- 
rior wound of the heart, which had begun my 

change. 
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change, wjis held the feaft of the bkffed virgin, 
in the Convent in which was that good fjither 
my direilor. I went in t!ie morning to get the 
indulgences, which are then difpenfed, and was 
much furprifed when I came there, and found 
that I could not attempt it 5 tho' I flayed above 
five hours in the church, I was penetrated with 
fo lively a dart of pure love, that I could not re- 
folve to abridge by indulgences the pains 
due to my fins. " Oh my love ! I cried, I am 
" willing to fuffer for thee. I find no other plea- 
/ " fine but in fuffering for thee. Indulgences may 
" be good for thofe who know not the value of 
" fuffetings, who chtife not that thy divine juf- 
'■ tice fhuuld befatisiied; who, having merce- 
" nary fouls, are not fo much afraid of difplea- 
" fmgtliee, as of the. pains annexed to fin." Yet, 
fearing I might be raiftaken, and commit a 
fault in not getting the indulgences, for I had ne- 
ver heard of any one being in foch a way before, 
I returned again to try to get them, but in vain ; 
fo not knowing what to do, I rcfigncd myfelf 
herein to our Lord ; and, when returned home, 
writ to that good fath'er an account of my difpo- 
fition and fentiments, in fijch a manner that, 
preaching that day, he made what I had writ a 
part of his fermon, therein rccitiug it verbitira 
as I had wrote it. 

I NOW quitted all companies, bad farewel for 
ever to pUys and diverfions, dancing, unprofita* 
ble walks and parties of plcafure. For two years 
I had left off drelfing my hair, it became me, 
and my hufband approved it. My only pleafutv 
now was to fteaffome monrents fo be alone with thee, 
oh thou, who art ray only LoA'e ! All otlier pleafure 
was a pain to me. I loft not thy prefence, which 

was 
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was given me by a continual infufion, not as I 
had "imagined, by the efforts of thi head, or 
force of thought in meditating on God, but in 
the bottom of the will, where I tafted with unut- 
terable fv.'eetnefs the enjoyment of the beloved 
objed, yet not as I came to do afterwards, by an 
effential union, but by a real mmii in the will, 
which brought me to difcern, in a happy experi- 
ence, that the foul was created to enjoy its 
Gou. 

As this union is the moft psifeft of all thofe 
which are operated in die powers, its effefl; is 
alfo much greater ; for tho" the union of the 
other powers enlightens the miderftanding, and 
abforbs the menrory ; yet, if diey are not accom- 
panied with that of the will, they are of little ufe 
as they produce only tranfient effefts. 'Tis the 
union of the will fubjeds Ae foul to God, con- 
forms it to all his pleafure, caufes leif-wiU gradu- 
ally to die, and laftly drawing v/ith it the other 
powers, by means of the charity with which 
it is filled, it caufes them gradually to be leumt- 
ed in tlie center, and loft therein, as to their own • 
nature and operations. 

This lofsiscaAled ^(^ AniiihiJiUmi of the pow- 
er' for tho' in therafelves they ftill fubfift, .yet 
they feem annihilated to us, in proportion as cha- 
rity fills and inflames, it becomes foftrong, as by 
degrees to furmount all the aihvity of the will of 
man fubjeaing it to that of God, in fuch fait 
that when the foul is docile, and leaves itfelf to be 
purified, and emptied of all that which it has .oi 
its own, oppofiteto the will of God, it finds it- 
felf by little and litdc, detached from every mo- 

. - tinn 
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tion of its own, and placed in a. My indifference, 
wifhlng nothing buE what God does and wills. 
But this never can be efFefted by the aftivity of 
eur owa will, even tho' it were empjoyed in con- 
tinual afts of refignation ; becaufe tliefe, tlio' 
very virtuous, are fo far one's own actions, and 
paiiife the will to fubfifl: in a multiplicity, in a 
kind of feparate diftinftion or diiiimilitude from 
God. 

When the Will of the creature entirely fub- 
mits to that of the Creator, fufFering freely and 
voluntarily — and yielding only a concurrence to 
the divine will (which is its abfolute ftibmiflion— >) 
fuffering itfclf to be totally furmoiinted and de- 
ftroyed, by the operations of Charity. This 
abforbs the will into itfelf, confummates it in 
that of God, and purifies it from all narrownefs, 
diflimilitude, and propriety or felfiftincfs. 

Th F. cafe is the fame with the other two pow- 
ers, whereinto, by means of charity, the two o- 
ther theological virtues. Faith and Hope are in- 
troduced. Faith fo ftrongly feizes on the iwrfa- ■ 
fiandin!;, as to make it dechne all reafonings, 
all particular illuminations and illuftrations, how 
fublime foever; which fufficiently demonftrate.9 
how far vifions, revelations, extaiies, fcff. differ 
from this, and hinder the foul from being loft 
in God : For tho' by them it appears lofi; in 
him for fome tranfient moments, yet it is not a 
true lofs ; fmce the foirl which is entirely loft in 
:Ggo finds itfelf again no more. Faitli then 
makes the foul Iqfe every diftindl: light, in order 
to place it in its own pure light. 



As 
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*s we fee that the fun with his general light, 
^%Ay cover,s or drowns all the little diftntft 
fwits of the flats, Avhich fin its abfence) glow, 
■.nd are brightly difcernible ; vet don't give ns;a 
iiBhfwlwi-ebyxve may fee things, as they are, ni 
their proper forms and colours-. So vfions and 
extafies, however difcernible by reafon of theit 
htde extent, (bemg very narrow and partial) 
cannot confirm us in the trtlth ; they are too li- 
able to make us miftake by their nncertam ghm- 
merine- It is the fame caft with all the mward 
openings which arc nbt from true Faith. Ihis 
Faith is the gift of the holy fpmt, which, aE it 
arifes, undeceives die foul from the mfconcep- 
tionsoccafioned by the others, and obicunng all 
the felf-pleafmg lights, puts it m the pure and 
facred light of trulh, which, altho' much left 
gi-atifyin| is a thoufand fold more fectire than 
ll otherfl— and is properly the true light of 
*i,lfe, until that Jesus Christ, the eternal 
Light kesin the Soul, and enlightens it him- 
felf He who enlighteneth every man that Com- 
eth into the worid, of the ni-^ /y/i mOoD _-— 
Thisiselevated,-but I have yielded myfelf to 
be carried away by that fpir.t which has caufed 
me to write. 

The memory too, finds all its M« ^^i^'- 
ties furmounted by degrees, and ^bfoibed in 
hope and finally the powers ate a 1 concentered 
nd loft in pto-e Cha'rity, which mguphs them 
into itfelf by means of their fovereign the \Vit.t, 
for the AVill is the fovereign of the powers, as 
Charity is the Queen of the Virtues, and unites 
them all in hsrfelf 

_ This 
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This reunion which is thus made is call- 
ed, the central miian or unity — -Spcaufe that by 
means of the "Will and Charity, > all are reunited 
in the center of the Soul in God, our uhimate 
end.— According to St. John, — He -mhs dwclktb 
in Charity, or Lovi, dwsUeth in GOD, for God 
is Love. ../ 

•rjj-'i' 

This union of my will to thine, oh my 
God, and this ineffable prcfence was fo fweet 
and powerful, that I was compelled to yield to 
its dehghtful power, — which was ftrift and fevere 
to my minuteft faults.— 
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MY Senfes (a? I We defcnbed) were con- 
tinuaUy mortified, and under perpetual 
reftra.nt For it Ihould be well noted, that to 
conquer them totally, it is necelTary to deny 
them the fraalleit relaxatmn, until the victory 
is compleated. We fc= thofe who content them- 
felvEB in praftifrng great outward auftem.es, 
and yet by indulging their feufes in what is 
called innocent and neceffary, they remain for 
cvcrunfubducd; fo that auftenties, however fe- 
vere «iU not conquer the fenfes. To deftroy 
their power, the moft effeaual mearis is, in 
eeneral to deny them firmly what will pleafe, 
r^ive themevLy thing that difgt^s. and to 
perfevere in this, until they are redticed to be 
without appetite or repugnance. But it we at- 
teinpt, durU the warfare, to grant them any 
reWtion, we aa like thofe, who, under pre^ 
text of ftrengthening a man, who was condemned 
to be ftatved to death, fhould give h.m fiom 
time to time, a little nourifhment, which in- 
deed would prolong his torments, and pott- 
pone his death. 

It is iuft the fame with the death of the fen- 
fes the powers, the underftanding, and felf will; 
foi'ifwedo.not eradicate every remains of felf 
fubfifting in thefe, we fupport ihem m a dying 
life to the end. This ftatc and its termination 
are clearly fet forth by Sr- Paul. He ipeaks of 
hearing about in the body th dytng "/ '*= /"'^ 
». (iCor. iv. .0.) hut, left we Ihould reft 
here he fully dlftinguithes this, from the ftate 
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of Bem^ deaii, and having our life bid "with Chriji 
in Goil.'~-lt is only by a total death to felf we can 
be loft in God. 

He who is thus dead has _ no farther need es 
mortiScation ; for the ¥erj end of mortification 
is acGompliflied in him, and all is biccome new. 
It is an , unhappy -error in thofe igood foiUs, who 
have arrived at a conqusft of the bodilj ftnfcs, 
thro' this unremitted and continual mortifica- 
tion, that they fhould ftiU oontimie attaclied to 
the exercife of it ; they fiioiild rather drop their 
attention thereto, and remain in indifference, ac- 
cepting with equality, the .good as the bad, the 
fweet as Che bitter, and bend their whole at- 
tentiwt to a ^labour of greater importaace ; 
namely, the mortification oC the miiifi &ad ftlf- 
will, beginning by dropping all the adivity of 
felf, which can never ,be done without the tnofl 
profound prayer; no more than the -death of 
the fenfes can be perfeifted, without profound 
recolleQion joined to mortification ; and indeed 
recoUeClion is the chief means, whereby we -at- 
tain to a conqueft of the fcn-feB, as it detaches 
and ftparates us from them, and -fweetly faps 
the very caufe from whenGethey-.^^i'ife-tjIcii.jiiT 
fluence over us. - . ■■ 

The more thou didft augment my: love, -and 
ray patience, Omy Lord, the lefs refpite had'I 
from the moft opprcflivc croifes : But love ren- 
dered them eafy to bear. , O ye poor fouls, 
who eshauft youtfelves -lyithineedlefs ves-ation, 
if :yoii would but fesk Gqp in your hearts, 
there would be a fp-:cdy period .to all your trou- 
bles-,' for the encreafe of croifes would prppqr* 
tioiiably cncrcafe -yoiu. delight. . --^r -; .- 

tjavi 



L A D Y G U I O N. 9r 
Love a* *c beginning, athirft for mortifi- 
cation iropelled me to feet and invent various 
kinds, and it is furprizing, that as foon as the 
bitternefs of any new mode of mortification was 
cxhanfted, another kind was pointed to me, and 
I was inwardly led to purfue it. Divine Love 
fo enlightened my heart, and fo fcratinized in- 
to its fecret fpiings, that the fmalletl: detefls be- 
came expofed. if I was about to fpeak, fome- 
thing wrong was inftantly pomted to roe, and I 
was compelled to filence : if I kept filence, faults 
♦ I • herein were piefently difcovered,— in every ac- 
1 tion there was fomefhing defeaive, ni my mor- 

' . tifications, roy penances, my alms-givings, my 
letirement, I was faulty. When 1 walked, I 
obfcrved there was fomething wrong ; it 1 Ipofce 
any way in my own favour, I faw pride.— .t I 
i iaid within my felf, alaa, I will fpeak no more, 

■ ' here was /*■//. If I was cheatful and open 1 was 
condemned ;~:his pure Love found always mat- 
ter for reproof in me, and was jealous that no- 
thing (lioukl cfeape unnoticed. It was not that 
I was particularly anentive over myfclf, for it 
was even with conftraint I could look at all at 
myfelf; as my attention towards Goo, by an 
attachment of my will to his, was without in- 
termillion, I waited continually upon him, and 
he watched incelfancly over me, and he led me 
by his providence, that I forgot all things ; 1 
knew not how to communicate what I felt to 
anyone I was fo !ott to myfelf that I could 
fcarcely "o about felf-examination ; when I at- 
tempted Tt all ideas of myfelf immediately dif- 
appeared, and I found myfelf occupied with my 
OWE OBJECT, without diftinition ot ideas -, 1 
was abforbed iii peace inexpreffible ; I faw by 
the eve of faith that it was God tlistt thus wholly 
^ G polTcffed 
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pofleffed me ; but I did not reafon at all a- 
bout it. 

■ It mud not however be fupppofed, that Di- 
vine Love fuffered my faults to go unpunithed. 
O God ! with what rigour doft thou punifh the 
moft faithful, the moft loving and beloved of 
thy children. I mean not externally, for this 
wouid be inadequate to the fmallefl: fault, in a 
foul that Got> is about to purify radically ; and 
the punifhments it can inflift on Itfelf, are rather 
gratifications and refre(hments than othetwife. 
Indeed die manner in which he corredis hi.s 
cbofen, muft be felt, or it is imppffible to con- 
ceive how dreadful it is ; and in rny attempt 
to explain it, I fiiall be unintelligible, except to 
experienced fouls. It is an internal burning,, ;i 
fecret fite, fent from God to purge away the 
fault, giving extreme paiji, untLl this purifica- 
tion is effecfted. It is like a diflocated joint, 
which is in inceffant torment, until tire bone is 
replaced. This pain is fo fevere, that the foul 
would do any thing to falisfy God for the fault, 
and would rather be torn in pieces than en- 
dure the torment. Sometimes (he flies to others, 
and opens her ftate that fhe may find confo- 
lation, but thereby (he fruflrrates God's deligns 
towards her. it is of the utmoft confequence to 
know what ufe to make of this diftrefs, as the 
whole of one's fpiritual advancement depends 
thereon. We (liould at thefe feafons of inter- 
nal anguifli, obfcurity and mourning, co-ope- 
rate with God, and endure this confuming 
torture in its ntmoft extent (whilft it continues) 
without attempting to leflen or encreale it ^ but 
Ijeav it paihvely, nor feek tp fatisfy God by 
Bny tiling we can do of ourfelvcs. To conti- 
nue 
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nue paflive at fuch a time is extremely difficult 

and requites great firmnefs and courage : ! 

knew fome, who being defeftive herein never 

advanced farther in the fpiritual procefs, be- 

caufe they grew impatient under the pain, and 

quickly fought fome means of confolation. Btit 

my Lotd taught me to feek no ledrels imtU 

he had, as it were, fully avenged himfelf. Oh 

how lovely, how rigidly juft and f^^y'^f^. J"^ 

how fweet are his dealings to his Edoved! I 

have endured this torment, not only many 

hows, bat days, in proportion to the nature of 

mv fault ■ a bafty word, an unguarded look, 

Z Ju^med withVerky. and I faw dear- 

V that had I attempted to put my own hand 

I' the wt,rk, under pretence ^ f"PP°«'"yhe 

°k 1 Oiould have been pun.(hed like O^a. 

Indeed it was inexpreffibly difficult, to lie paf- 

five under thefe crucifying operations of the 

divine fpirit. 
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THE treatment of my Hufband and Motlier- 
in-law, however rigoiiroiis and infulting, 
I now bore filently — ^and made them no replies, 
and this was not ib difficult for me -, becaiife 
the greatncfs of my interior occupation, and what 
puffed within, rendered me infenfible to all the. 
reft ; yet there were times when I was left to my- 
felf ; And then I could not refrain from tears, 
when they fell violently on me. f did the loweft 
offices for them, to humble myfelf ; preventing 
liich as had been ufed to do them -. Yet all this 
did not win their favour. When they were in a 
rage, tho' I toxii not find that I had given them 
any occafion for it ; yet I did not fail to beg their 
pardon, and even from the girl I have fpoken of: 
I had a gond deal of pain to furmount myfelf, 
as to die laft ; becaufe fhe became the more in- 
folent for it ; reproaching me with things which 
ought to have made her bliifh, and to have co- 
vered her with fhame. As fhe faw that I con- 
tradifted and refifted iter no more in any thing, 
file proceeded to trear me ftiU worfe ; And when I 
allied her pardon, for the very offenceij which flis 
had given me, fhe triumphed, faying, " I knew 
" very well I was in the right." Her arrogance 
role to that heiglit, that I would not have treated 
the meaneft fervant, or vaffal, as ilie treated me. 

OsE day, as fhe was dreifing me, fhe pulled 
me very roughly, and fpoke to me vcr)' infolent- 
ly. I faid to her, " It is not on my account that I 
" am willing to anfwer you, for what you do 
" gives me no pain, bnt left youHiould aft thus 

" before 
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. before perlbns to whom, tw^ld^i^off^ce. 

:: tXXd d^^e^^'^h " V'left methat 

be ; btit m ii's iJfe f which he 

letted m u , ^.^^g ^gjjjgg ^jj At 

thrngs. Tlie g.ri in i ^ j ^ ^ ^^^r to 

the %Htofhethisr^.rcdoubte P^^^.^^^^^ 

would P=vmit .when my huft^^ ^^^ ^^^^^_ 

lent, torccompcnfehJrtortneuo ^^^^^^^^ 
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caiifed roe, which I did. She was a little afto 
nillied, but her heart was too hard to be gained. 

I OFTEN afted thus, for flie very frequently 
gave me fach opportunities. She had a iingular 
dexterity in attending the fick, and my hufband 
was fo almofl continually ; from hence none but 
her would be fuffered to touch hira. For this 
reafon he had a very great regard for her. More- 
over, (lie was fo artful that before him fhe affeft- 
ed an extraordinary refpeft for me ■ but when 
he waE not prefent, if I faid a word to her though 
with the gteateft rnildnefs ; if (lie heard him 
coming, (he cried out with all her might, that 
file was unhappy ; and aded the diftreffed in 
fuch a manner, that, without informing himfelf 
of the, truth, he was irritated-, i^iinft me, and 
my mother-in-law too. '.-.it,:' i. • ,, - 

The violenceldidtomy proud- and hafty na- 
ture-was fo great, that I cbuldhold ourno longer 
I was quite fpent with it. It feemed fometimes 
as if I were inwardly rent, and I have often fallen 
itck with tlie ftruggle. She did not forbear ex- 
ckiming againft me, even before perfons of dif- 
tmiftion, who came to fee me. If I was filent, 
fhe took offence at that yet more, and faid, "I 
" defpifedher." She cry'd me down, imd made 
complaints of me to every body ; But ail this re- 
dounded to my honour and her own difgrace- 
My reptitation was fo v/ell cftablithed, on ac- 
count of my exterior madeay, my devotion, and 
the great ads of charity which I did, that no^ 
thing could Ihake it. 

Sometimes ilie ran out into ithe very iftreet 
cryitig out againft me. Onetime (be exclaimed' 

" Am 
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Am not 1 very •-^^^9?^ 'ZhZ^^^fl 
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treft^' P-^opk gatheted about her to ktiow ^v■hat I 
had done to he?, and not knowing what to fay, 
nre ani-wered, " i had not fpoken to her all the 
•' dav " They returned, laughing, and (aid, 
"She has done you no great harm then." 

I am fiu-pri-/ed at the bhndnefs of confeffors, 
and at their permitting their penitents to conceal 
fo t^uch of the truth from them.^for the confef- 
jbr ol^ this girl made her pafs for a faint. This he 
faid in my hearing. I anfwered nothing; toi 
l" ve- would not admit me fpeakmg of my trot^- 
bles ; but tliat I mould confeerate them all to him 
by a'profbiind filence. 

Mv hiuihaud was out of humour with my de- 
votion, it became infupportable to h.ra, what 
fcshe vou 5ove God fo much, that .you love 
me no'toger," fo U"k did he comprehend 
hat the tnie conjugal lovers ito whtcn OoD 
himfelf forms in the he.ut that loves hmi. _ Oh, 
thoinvho art pure and holy, thou imprinted in me 
Zm thefirftfuchaloveof chaftity that there 
was nothing in the world which I wmild not 
have undergone topoffefs and pieferve i . 4 en- 
deavoured not to be difagreeable to my hulbana 
in ^ any thing, and to pleafe him m every_tliing 
,e could require of me. Goo gave me fuch a 
pumy of foul at that time, that 1 had not fo much 
a a bad thought. Sometimes my hufband faid 
to m--, " One Pies plainly that you never lole 
" theprefenceof God." 

THEworid, feeing I quitted it, perfecuted and 

tunted me imo ridicule. I was its entertamme.nt, 

and the Cubjea of its fables. It could not bear 

G 4 t""^ 
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that a woman, who was fcarca tvvencv years of 
age, ihould thus make wai- againft it, and 
overcome. My motlicr-in^aw took part with 
ths world, and blamed me for not doing ma- 
ny tkngs, that in her heart (lie would have 
been highly offended had I done thern. I 
was as one lofc, and all alone ; So little com- 
merce had I with the creatures, farther than 
ncceflity required. I feemed to experience lite- 
rally thofe words of St. Pa u b, " I live vet 
_" no more I, but Christ li.veth in me-" for 
he was become the foul of my foul, and the life 
ot my life. His operations were fo powerful 
lo iweetvand fo fecret, all together, that I could 
not e-^tprefs tliem. We went into the eountry a- 
bout fome bufinefs. Oh ! What umuterable com- 
muniEations did I there experjencs in retiremsnt! 

I wAsinfatiabk for prayer, j'arofe at four o-' 
clock m the morning to pray. I went very far to 
thecIuHch, wliichwas fo fitnated that the coach 
cou d not come to it. There was a ffieep hill to 
go down and another to afceiTd. All that coft me 
tiothing : I had fiich a lonaing defire to nicet 
with God, as my only good, who on his parf 
was graciotiily forward to g,l^t himfelf to Iri;! 
poor creature, and for it to , do even vifible mi- 
rades. Such as faw me lead a life fo verv 
different from the %yomen of the woild, fajd i 
Has a fool. They attributed it to ihipidi- 
ty. Sometimes they faid,:. " What can all thiii 
2 mean ? Some people think this- lady lia..- 
" parts, but nothing of tli-m appears." , Fo* 
'•; I went into co.mpany, often I could not 
fpeak; ib much was I engaged within, fo in- 
ward with the Xotd, as not to attend to any 
thing .elfe.;, j:^,ijy nfar in?fpo!ce, i heard no- 
thing 
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thing of what tliey faid. 1 generally took one 
with me, that this might not appear. I took 
forae work, to hide under that appearance, the 
real employ of my heart. When I was alone, 
the work dropped out of my hands ; and 1 could 
do nothing elle but refign myfelf to be wholly 
taken up with love. I wanted to pcrfuade a. 
relation of my hufband'a to praftife prayer. She 
thought rae a fool, for depriving myfelf of all 
the amufemcnts of the age -. But the Lord has 
fince opened her eyes, to make her defpife 
them. I could have wifhed to teach all tha 
world to love God ; and thought it depend- 
ed only on them to feel what 1 felt. Gob 
made life of my thinking thus, to gain many 
folds to hirnfelf, 

The good father I have fpokea of, who was 
the inftriiment of my converfion, brought rue 
acquainted with Genevieve Granger, pri- 
orefs of the Bcnediaines, one of the greateft 
fervants of Gon of her time. She proved of 
very great fervice to me, as in the fequel will 
appear. My confeffor, who had told every one 
that I was a faint before, when fo full of mi- 
feries, and fo far from tlie condition to which 
God in his mercy had now brought me, feeing 
I placed a confidence in the Father ■ of whom 
I have fpoken, and that I fleered in a road 
%vhich was unknown to him, declared openly 
•^eainft me ■ And the monks of his order peife- 
cuted me ratich. They even preached^ pnbhck- 
ly agamfc me,, as a perfon under a deluiion. 

My h.jfband and mother-in-law, .who till now 
had been indilferent about this confelTpr, tlien 
ioined him and ordered me to leave off prayer, 
-■ and 
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and the exercire of piety; but tliat I could not 
do. Even when I was in compatiyj Goo feized 
my heart more powerfully. There was carried 
on a converfation within me, very different from 
that which paffed without. I did what I could 
to hinder it from appearirrg, but could not. The 
prefence of fo great a Mailer manifefted itfelf, 
even on my countenance : And tliat pained 
my hufband, as he fometimes told me. I did 
what I could to hinder it from being noticed, 
but was not able completely to liide it.' I was fo 
much inwardly occupied that I knew not what I 
eat. I made 3S if. I eat fome kinds of meat:, 
thoiigh I did not take any, and jicted fo dexterouf- 
lythai they did not perceive it. This deep. inward 
attention fuffered me fcarcely to fee or hear any 
thing.' — I ftill centinued to ,ufe many fevere mor- 
tiScitions and aufteritieEr— Yet- they-did not- in 
the leaft dirainifhthe frefbnefenjfr'inyiftssfiw. 
tenance. ■ '. ■, —. ■■■ - ' _:M;,n - 

.■■■'■■., ■■ •„.,\,ij 

I HA D often -grievous fits of, ficknefsf aad'-nti 
confolation in life, but in tjie praftice-of prayer, 
and in feeing Mother , Granger. .How dear 
did thefe coft me, efpecially die' former! But 
what do I fay ; Oh niy Lore.— ^Is this efteeming 
the crofs as I ought, fhould-Lnot i^ther fay that 
prayer to me was lecdmp^nftd ■■■wii/jtiis' crofi.^ 
and the crofs laith prayer. rOhye irtfeparable 
gifts, united in my heart and life ! When your 
eternal light arofe in my foul; how perfeiSly' it 
reconciled me, and. mads ye tlie objeft of my 
Sove ! from the moment I received thee I have 
never been free from the erofs, nor i: Teems with- 
out prayer — tho' for a. long time I thought niy- 
felf deprived thereof which eKceedingly augment- 
ed my affliftions. 

Mv 
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My confeffor at firfl exerted his efforts to hin- 
der me from praftifmg prayer, and from feeing 
Mother Gs anger, And, he violently ftirred up 
my hufband and mother-in-law to hinder me from 
praying ■ The method they took to effett it was, 
to watch me from morning till night. I durfi: 
durft not go out from my mother-in-law's cham- 
ber, or from my hufband's bed-fide. Sometimes 
I carried my work to the window, under a pre- 
tence of feeing better, in order to relieve raylclf 
with fome moments repofe -, but they came to 
watch me very clofely, to fee if ! did not pray 
inftead of working. When my hutband and mo- 
ther-in-law plaved at cards, if I did but turn 
towards the fire, they watched to fee if I contt- 
nued my work or (hut my eyes ; if they obferyed 
I clofed them, they would be in a fury agamft 
me for feveral hours ; But what is mofl ftrange, 
when my hufband went abroad , having fome days 
of health, be would not allow me to pray m his 
abfence. ' He marked my work, and fometimes, 
after he was juft gone out, returning immediately, 
if he found me in my clofet, he would be in a 
rage. In vain I faid to him, " Surely, Sir, what 
" matters it what I do when you are ablcnt,. if 
" I be aillduouB in attending you when you are 
" prefent ?" That would not fatisfy him ; he in- 
filled upon it that I (liould noraore pray in his ab^ 
fence than his prefence. 

1 Bi!M.r,VF, there is hardly a torment equal to 
thatof beinsjardendy drawn to retirement, and not 
havini; it in otie's power to be retired; But, oh my 
GoD,^he war they raifed, to hinder rac from lov- 
ing thet, did but augment my love ; and while 
they were driving to prevent my addteflcs to 
' . ■•. thee. 
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thee, tliou drewell me into an inexpreflible lilente , 
and the more they laboured to feparate me from 
thee, the more clofely didfl thou unite me to 
thyfelf: The flame oi thy love was kindled, and 
kept up, by every thing that was done to extin- 
guilli it. 

Or TEH thro' compliance I played at piquet 
with ray hiifband, and at fuch times wa? even 
more interiorly attracted than if I had been at 
diitrcli. I was ftarce able to contain the fire 
which biirned in my foul, wliich had all the fervor 
of what men call love, but nothing of its impe- 
tuofity - for the more ardent, the more peaceable 
it was. This fire gained ftrength from every 
thing that was done to fupprefs it ; And thefpiri't 
of prayer was uouri&cd and increafed, from their 
contrivances and endeavours, to di fallow rae any 
time for praftifmg it. J loved, without confider- 
ing of a motive, or reafon for loving; for nothing 
palled in my head, but mudi in the innermoffi 
of my foul, I thought not about any recom- 
pence, gift, or favour, which he could beftow 
or I receive. The Well-beloved was himfilf the 
only objcft, which attrafted my heart. I could 
not contemplate his attributes. I knew nothing 
elfe, but to hvs and to .fuffer. Oh, ignorancs 
more truly learned than any.fcience of the Doc- 
tors, fince it taught me fq well jEsua Christ 
crucified, and brought nie to be in love with his 
holy Crofs. ■ I could then have wilhed to die, in 
order t(j be infeparably united, to him who lb 
powerfully attratled my heart. As all this paf- 
fed in the will, the imagination and the under- 
ftanding being abforbed in it, in an union of en- 
joyment, I knew not what to fay, having never 
read or h:ard of fuch a ftate as I experienced ; I 

dreaded 
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dreaded deHifion and feard all was not right, for 
before this 1 had known nothing of the operations 
of GcD ra fouls. I had only read St. Franas 
de Sak', nonuis & Kmpis, the Spintud Combat, 
and the holy Scriptures-, 1 was quite a ftranger 
to thofe interior and fpitittial books wherein fuch 
ftates are defcribed. 

Then all thofe amufements and pleafures that 
are fo ptized and efteemed, appeared to me dull 
and Infipid, fo that I wondered how it could be 
that \ hli ever enjoyed them.— And mdeed fince 
that nme I could iiever find any fatisfadion or 
eniovmcn't out of Gob, altho I have lometimeP. 
been unfaithful! enough to endeavour it,— I was 
not aftonilfied that Martyrs gave their lives for 
Trsus Christ. I thougta them happy, and 
■Lhed after tteir ptivllidge of fuffering for him 
^for I fo efteemed the crofs that my greatcft trou- 
ble was, the want of fuffering as much as my 
heart thirfted for. 

This refpea and eftcem for the crofs continu- 
ally increafed, and altho afterwards, I loft the 
fenfiblc relillt and enjoyment thereof, yet the - 
love and efteem has never quited me no more 
than the crofs itfelf.-Indeed it has ever been 
ray faithful companion, changing and atigrnent- 
"„ in proportion to the changes and difpofition 
oE"my inward ftate. Oh bleifed Crofe, thou haft 
never quitted me, fmcc I futrendewd myfelf to 
my divine cmcifad mafter, and I ft.ll hope that 
thou wilt never abandon me -So eager w-as I for 
the crofs, that I endeavoured to mate myfelt tee\ 
the utmoft tigour of every nnottiacation~and 
felt there to the quick: Yet this only ferved to 
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awaken ray defire of fiifFeiing, and to rtiew me 
that it is God alone, that can prepare and fend 
crofles fuitable to z foul that thirfts for a. follow- 
ing of his fifjffrings, and a conformity of his death. 
The more my ftate of prayer augmented, my de- 
fire of fuffering grew ftronger, and the full weight 
of heavy croffes from every fide came thundring 
upon me. 

The peculiar property of this prayer of the 
hear is to give a flrong faith. Mine was without 
limits, as was alfo my refignation to God, and 
my confidence in him, my love of his will, and 
of the orders of his providence over me. I was 
very timorous before, but now feared nothing. 
It is in fuch a cafe that one feells the efficacy of 
thefe words of the gofpel, My yoke is ea/y, and 
my burden is light. Matt, xi. 30. 
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I HAD a fccret defire given roe from that time 
to be wholly devoted to the difpofal of my 
God kt that be what it would. I faid, " What 
" coiildft thou demand of me, that I would not 
" willin!;ly factifice or offer thee ? Oh, fpare 
" me not." The ctols and humiliations were re- 
prefented to my mind, in the raoft frighful co- 
lours_biit this deterred me not ; I yeilded myfett 
upasawiUingviftim, and indeed our Lord feem- 
ed to accept of my facrifice, for his divme pro- 
vidence furnilhed me inceCfantly with occafions 
and opporttmities for putting it to the teft. 

I could fcarce hear fpake of God, or out LoaD 
IesUs Christ, without being almofl trsnfport- 
ed out of mvfelf. What furprized me the moft 
wa<i the (?reat diiSculty I bad to fay the vocal 
prayers 1 had been ufed to repeat. As foon as I 
opened my lips to pronounce them, the love ot 
God feized me fo ftrongly, that I was fwallowed 
up in a profound filence, and an mexpreflibte 
peace I made frelh attempts but ttiU m vain. 
Ibeaan, again and again but could not goon. 
And as I had never before heard of firch a ftate, 
I knew not what to do. My inability It. U m- 
creafed, becaufemy love to God was ^U gr^^v- 
ing more ftrong, more violent and more over- 
powcrihE. There was made in roc, without the 
found o'i words, a continual ptayer which leem- 
ed to me to be the prayer of our Lord Jesus 
Christ himfelf; a prayer of the Word, which 
is made bv the Spirit, thot according to bt. 
Pai;l, aahh for us tfjat winch n goed, ptrfea^ 
' ' and 
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md cmfartmbk to the Will of God. Rom. viii. 

iff. 27. 

My domeftick croiTes continued — I was de- 
prived of feeing or even writing to Mrs. Granger, 
niy very going to divine fervice or the bleffed fa- 
crament, were a foiirce of woeful ofFences, and 
the only amufement I had left me, was the vifn- 
ing and attending the poor fick and fore, and 
performing the loweft offices for them. 

Eu T now my prayer-time began to be esceed- 
mgdiftrefsful, I compelled myfelf to continue at 
it, tho' deprived of all comfort and confolation, and 
yet when I v/as not employed therein, i felt an ar- 
dent defirc and longing for it. — I fuflered inex- 
preflible anguifli in my mind, and endeavoured 
with the fevered infliftions of corporal auftcrities 
to mitigate and divert it — but in vain, the drynefs 
and barrenefs ftill increafed, I found no more tliat 
enlivning vigour which had hitherto carried me on 
in the paths of virt\ie with grcar fwiftnefs. My 
pailions (which were not yet thoroughly mortifi- 
ed) revived, and caufed me new conflias. I feem- 
ed to myfelf to be like thofe young brides, who 
find a great deal of difficulty to lay afide their 
felf-hve, and follow their hulbands to the war. 
I relapfed into a vain complacency and fondnefs 
for rnyi'elf My propenfity to pride and vaiiity, 
which, feemed quite dead, while I was fo filled* 
with the love of Got), now Ihewcd itfelf again, and 
gave me fevere exereife ; which made me lament 
the exterior beauty of my perfon, and pray to 
God ir.ceOandy, that he would remove from me 
that obftacle, and make mc ugly. I could even 
have willied to be deaf, blind and dumb, that 
nothi.ng might divert me from ray love of God. 

1 SET 
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I sEf out on a journey, which we had then 
to make, and here I appeared more than ever 
like thofe lamps, which eroit a new' glitamering 
flafh, when they are juft on the point of extin- ■ 
guilliing. Alas ! how many fnures were laid in 
my way ? i met them at every ftep. I even 
committed infidehties thro' unwatchfulnefs. But, 
ch my God, with what rigour didit thou punifh 
them! a ufelefs glance was checked as a fin. 
How many tears did thofe inadvertant faults 
coft me which 1 fell into, through a weak com- 
pliance, and even againft my will! Thou know- 
eft, oh my Love, that thy rigour, exeniifed aftcE 
mv flips, was not the motive of tliofe tears 
which I filed. With what pleafure would I have 
fuflered tlie moil rigorous fevcrity to have been 
cured of my infidelity ; and to what fevere chaf- 
tifemcnt did I not condemn myfelf ! Sometirnes 
thou treated me like a father who pities the child, 
and carefles it after its involuntary faults. How 
often didft thou make me fcnCble of thy love 
towards roe, notwithftandingmy blemifties. It was 
the fweettjefs of this love after my falls which cauf- 
ed my greateft pain 1, for the more the araiable- 
nefs of thy love was extended to me, the more in- 
confolable I was for having departed ever fo lit- 
tle from thee. When I had let fome inadver- 
tance efcape me, I found thee ready to receive 
me : And I have often cryed out, " Oh my God « 
" is it poflible that thou canft be fo gracious to 
" fuch an offender, and fo indulgent to my 
" faults ; fo propitious to one who has wandered 
" aiiray from thee, by vain compliances, and 
" an unworthy fondnefs for frivolous objefts? 
" And yet no fooner do I return, than I find 
." Vhee waiting, with open arms ready to receive 
" me after all." 

H O si«- 
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O stKNEK, finner! Haft thou anyieafon to 
complain, of God ? Ah, if there yet remains any 
Juftice in thee, confefs the truth, and own that 
it is owing to thyfelf that thou goeft wrong; th4C 
in departing from him thou difobeyeft his call ; 
and that, after all thia, when thou returneft, he 
is ready to receive thee; and If thou returned 
not, he makes ufe of the moft engaging and pre- 
valent motives to win thee thereto : Yet thou 
turneft a deaf ear to his voice ; thou wilt not hear 
him. Thou fayeft he fpeaks not to thee, though 
he calls loudly. It is therefore only becaufe thou 
daily rebelleft, and art growing daily more and 
more deaf to the voice of the charmer. Oil my 
\ovt, I am fure thou didft never ceafe to fpeaic 
to itiy heart, and wail always ready to fuccotir 
me in the time of neceffity. 

Wheh I was at Purii, and the Clergy faw me 
fo young, they appeared aftonifhed. Thofe to 
whom i opened my (late told me, " that I could 
" never enougli thank God for the graces confer- 
" red on me ; that if I knew them I (liould be 
" amazed at them ; and that if I were not faith- 
" ful, I fliQuld be the mod ungrateful of all crea- 
" tures." Some declared that they never knew 
any woman whom Goo he!d fo clofely, and in fo 
great a purity of confcience. I believe what ren- 
dered it lb was the continual caie thou hadft over 
me, oh my God, making me feel thy intimate 
preience, even as thou hall promifed it to us in 
thy gofpel; " If a mnn love mc, lue will come 
" uiito him, and make aiir ahode •wilh hin" John 
xiv. 23. The continual experience of thy pve- 
fence in me was what preferved me. I became 
deeply affured of what the prophet hath faid, 
Except the LoED keep the city, lie waichtnan 

leaketb- 
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-■jketb hut in vain. Pfa. cxxvii. i. Thou, oh 
ray Love, waft my faithful keeper, who didft 
continually defend my heait agamft all forts of 
enemies, preventing the leaft faults, or correU- 
ina tliem when vivacity had occafioned then be- 
ing committed. But alasl my dear Love, when 
thou ceafed to watch for me, or left me to ray- 
felf how weak was T, and how eafily did my e- 
neraies prevail over me ! Let others afcribe their 
viftories to their own fidelity. As for me, 1 Uiall 
never attribute them to any thing elfe than thy 
paternal care over roe, I have too often experi- 
enced, to my coft, what I (hould be without 
thee to prefume in the leaft on any cares ot my 
own It is to thee, and to thee only, that I owe 
every thing, oh my dehveter ; and my being in- 
debted to tliee for it gives me infinite joy. 

Wm LE I was at Paris, I relaxed in my^f^^l 
exercifes, on account of the little time I had, 
and the drynefs and diftrefs which had fcized my 
heart the hand which fuftained me being hid, 
and my beloved withdrawn. I did many things 
which I fhoiild noti for I knew the extreme fond- 
nefs which fome had for me, and fuffered them 
to exprefs it without checking it as I ought. I 
fell into other faults too, as having my neck a 
little too bare, thou^i not near fo much as others 
had I wept bitterly hecaufe I plainly faw I was 
too remifs ; and that was my torment I fought 
all about for him who had fecretly inflamed my 
heart, I enquired for tidings of him. But aias! 
hardly any body knew him. 1 cryed, " Oh thou 
" bcft beloved of my foul ! hadft thou been near 
" me thefe difafters had not befallen me. Tell 
" me ■where thou feedefi, laliere thmi makcft thy fiock 
" to reft at mon, in the bright day of eternity, 
■' Ha which 
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" which is not, like the day of time, fubjeft to 
" night and cdipfes ?" When I fay, that I fpbke 
th^is to him it is but to explain myfelf. In rea- 
lity it all pafl'ed almoft in filence, for I could not 
ipeak. My heart had a language which was 
carried on without the found of words, iinder- 
flood of its well-beloved, as he iinderfiiands the 
iing.iagE of the Word ever eloquent, which 
fpeaks incelfently in the innermofl: of tlie foul. 
Oil facred language 1 which experience only gives 
the comprehenfion of! Let not any thinlc it a 
barren language, an effedl of the meer im^igi- 
nation. Far different, it is the filent expreilion 
of the Word in tlie foul. As he never ceafes to 
fpeak, fo he never ceafes to operate. Dixit fs* 
failit /iml. He effedlis in the foul what he fpeaks 
in it. This is a fubftantial expreffive word, 
which operates infinitely more than all that one 
can conceive ; It continues for ever fixed and 
tinchangeable, a word which is comprehended 
of him, in whom it is fpoken, only by its efFefts. 
This ineffable word communicates to the foul, 
in wlich. it r-fides, a facility of fpeaki'ng witliotrt 
words i the language of the bleffed in heaven j, 
well tinde[il;ooci among congenial fpirits, even 
wit)'.'"'U, the ir,:;dium of words diffufing arpong 
them ilie imion of grace, peace, and fweetnefs ; 
and pr&duiflive of fuch benefits as nothing but 
experience can declare. Oh if fouls v;ere pure 
enough, they would thus participate before hand 
the language of heaven. 

Bu T this tio creature can procure of irfelf ; 
for its filence, being only from its own effons, 
would not have the effeft of the grace which I 
am ipea&iiig of, not having the fams principle. 
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Tf n^le once came to know the operations of 
iHn fouls wholly refigned to h« guidmg 
U would fill them wkh reverential admiration 
and awe. 

To rettrmtomy ft.bjed, from -W^hlha-^ 
departed to follow the impetuofirv' of the fpmt 
tS^akcs me write, which .^U be eel yo 
hiiioentomc fomctimes; [wherstore, lir, iDcg 
^ou to «?ure die irregularity of th->.ftory 
Cb you have required of me, trot being m a 
condition to write othetwife,) 

Sean, e I mldrh!*: to finifl. what detained 
creatiires ^^ ^1^^ country. 

Tis trt^I Oh my Go., I Bt that thou hadll 
Jv n me ftrength^enough to avoid .he Occafions 
ff Evil— but vliien I had fo far yc.lded as to get 
■ l\ ,^ T found I could not refift the vam 

^ep'tion, from any P--"Vat motiv-e or affeftion 
—butakindof devourmi? fire, which ceated not 
"ilTfaultwasconWd ^f^^^CT^ 
Kv it —It was a banifhment of my foul tiora t le. 
p^efenceof its beloved, '^^.^'^^^^-^^.'l':^ 
have no aecefe to him, neither could Iha.e any 
reft out of him, 1 knew not what to do. I wa. 
fe t e dove out of the avk, which fi-^d'"g ™ 
reft for tlie fole of her foot, w-as conftrained to 
return to the ark; but, finding the window (hut, 
cotrld only fly about and about rt. In the mean 
"me dirou^i an infidelity which will forever 
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render me culpable, I ftrove to find fome fatif- 
faftions without, but could not. This effay fenv- 
ed toconvinca me of myfolly, and of the vanity 
of thofe pleafufcs which are called innocent. 
When I was prevailed on to tafte them, I felt a. 
ftrong repulfe, which, joined with my remorfe 
for the tranfgreffion, changed the diverfron into 
torment. " Oh my God I faid I, this is not 
" thee ; and nothing elfe, befide thee, can give 
" folid pleafure." 

One day, as much thro' unfaithfulnefs as 
compkifancc, I went to take a turn at fome of 
the piibiick walks, rather from excefs of vanity 
to fliew myfelf there, than to take ilie pleafure 
of the place. Oh my Gor ! How didft thou 
make me fcnfible of this fault > But far from 
punifhingme in letting me partake of theamufe- 
raent, thou didft it in holding roe fo clofe to thy-, 
lelf, that I could give no attention to any thing 
but my fault and thy difpleafure. After this I 
was invited with fome other Ladies to an enter- 
tainment at St. Ckitd, thio' vanity and weak 
compliance, I yeilded and went. The regale was 
very magnificent ; they, though wife in the eye 
of the world, could relifh it ; but as to me 
it was filled with bitternefs. I could cat nothing, 
I could enjoy nothing, my difquiet appeared on 
my countenance. Oh, what tear.'! did it coftmel 
For above three months my Beloved \vithdrew his 
favouring prefence, and I couid fee nothing but 
an angry Qod for me. 

, I w A s on this occafion, and in another joiir- 
])ey which 1 took with my hulband into Tmiraitie, 
before I fell into the fmali-pox, like thofe ani- 
mals deilined for daughter, which on certain days 

they 
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, .Ar.m with areens and flowers, and bring 
t],ey adorn wmig j^^ ^ev kill them ; this 

'" nCy on h^ eve rf \1 decline, (hone 
Shinn"w\ightnefs, in orfer to become the 
fooner extinft- 

One day as I walked to church, foBowed by 
. footman^in ctoffmg a bridge I was met by a 
Lt man" went to give him alms, he thank- 
fd™itr ft^ed the! ^"-i thei> ^poke to me 
n a^onderful manner of God and divme A,ng. , 
Ip difolaved to me my whole heart— my !ove 
he dilplayea to i fondnefs for 

1 beaXy' ar^d &U f he told me 'twas 
S enS to avoid hell, but that God requir- 
ed rmlthe^tmoft purity .nd height of Pfli 

snan fince. 
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AFTER this, niyhulband enjoying fome in- 
termiHion of his alinoft continual ailments, 
had a. inniA to go to Orlfmu, and from thence 
into TduraiiK. In this journey my vanity made 
its laft bkza. I received abundance of vifits 
and appknfes. But how ck-.irly did Ipcrceive 
the folly of men, who are fo taken v/iih vain 
beauty | I diCliked the piflion, yet not that in 
m>felf which caufed it, tho' I fometimes ar- 
dently defned to he delivered froin it. The con- 
timial combat of nature and grace coft me no 
iijiall afflitlion. Nature was pleafed -.vith pub- 
lic applaufe ; but grace made me dread it. What 
augmented the temptation v.'as, that they efteem- 
ed in me virtue, joined with yo'jth and beau- 
ty ; not knowing chat all the virtue vras only in 
God, and his protection, and all the weaknefe 
in rayfelf, 

I v/ENT in fearrh of confeffbv.^, to accufe 
myfeif of ray failings, and to bewail my back- 
Oidingr, : But they were utterly infenfible' of 
my pain. They efteemed what God condemned. 
They treated as a virtue what to me appear- 
ed deteftable in thy fight. Far from meafuriiig 
my faults by thy graces, they only confidered 
wliat I was, in comparifon of what I might have 
been : Hence, jnftead of blaming me, they on- 
iy flattered ray pride, andjnflified me in what 
incurred thy rebuke , or only treated as a flight 
feiilf what in me was highly difplcafing to thee, 
from whom J had received fuch iigna! mercies. 
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Th. hehtoufnefs of hns is not to he mea- 

r ■TfiJlv bv theirnattirc, but alfoby the ftate 

S'Sfe pSfonVho commits them, as the leaft 

f tllXefs in a fporUe is more mjutioiis to hei 

r^',nd thanfar gLter ones m his domefticks. 

itld th^'u I ttoublcl had been uner 

for nut having entirely covered my neck ; tho 

it w" covered much more tfcm by other wo- 

f ,r,v affi Thev aifured me that I was 

-„,, drefs there could be nothmg amifs m it. 
Z fnvard diLaor taught me quite the contra- 
ry - b^t I had not courage enough to follow 
him and to drefs myfeif differently from others, 
him, anu vo j futniflied me 

:^tr^r:^;es'S^glJj.ft,f following*. 
^/ Oh if Paftors knew what hurt they do 

rdopinfonorothL, iVdnced me to think them 

in tteTght,, and my o^v^ fcmpks. to be only 

mere fancy. 

We met with accidents in this journey, fuf- 

fic^nt to have tcrrllied any one-, and tho cot- 
™t naSve prevailed fo far as I have juit men- 
t"^ned V t my rehgnation to God was fo ftrong, 
thaTi pJiiTcd fearlefs, even where there was 
™nrno poflibUity of efcape. At one 
tfr^e t^ W into a narrow pafs, and did not 
time ^.^ „ f^j. advanced to 

g^r^icktt'S/road was undermined h, 
the river Lhr, which ran beneath, and the 
brnks had fallen in ; fo that m fome place. 
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the footmen were obliged to fupport one fide 
of the carriage. AH around me were terrified 
to the higheft degree, yet God kept me per- 
fedtly tranquil, and I iecretly rejoiced in the 
profpeft of lofing my life by a fmgular ftroke 
ot his providence. During tliis journey, Ifome- 
timcs was faulty in indulging my fight with rare 
aad cunous objeils, 

On my return, I went to fee Mrs. Granger 
to whom I related how it had been with me 
while abroad. She ftrengthened and encoura- 
ged rae to purfue my firft defign, and /he ad- 
Viftd me to cover ray neck entirely, which I 
have done ever fince, notwithftandins the fm- 
gularsty of it. ^ 

God who had fo long deferred the chaftife- 
onent merited by fuch a feries of infidelity 
now began to punifh me with double rigour for 
tlie abufe of his grace. Sometimes I wiihed to 
retire to ^ convent, and thought it lawful, as 
Ijudged It iropoiTible to correfpond fo fully 
with the divine operations, whilfl: engaged in 
worldly matters. I found wherein I was weak 
and that my faults were always of the fame 
nature ; it was therefore I fought fo ardently to ' 
fttiit the occafion. f wifhed to hide myfelf in 
fome cave, or to be confined to a dreary pri- 
fon, rather than enjoy a liberty by which I fuf- 
fered fo much. Divine Love gently drew me 
inward, and vanity dragged me outward, and 
my heart was rent afunder by the conteft as 
I neither gave myfelf wholly up to the one or 
the other. 

I BESOUGHT my God to deprive me of power 
to difpleafe him, and cried,— Art thou not ftrong 

enough 
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„i, „,hoUv to eradicate this tinjuil duplicity 
enough whoU> canity broke forth when oc- 

""rl oV'ed "? 1 qiiickly returned to God, 
Tnd he S 'dof%epulfing or upbraiding me. 
Xen received me with open arnis, and gave 
mefrefhtcftimoniesof his love which filled me 
wfth d e moft anguiflting reflea.ons on nny of- 
fence . for tho- this wretched vanity was ft.U fo 
l' , vet rav love to God was fuch, that 
S^t;'waXbi, I wodd rather have cho- 
fen h" rod than his careffes. His mterefts, fo 
,0 fpak weremore dear to me '■'^^^^.^JJl^^ 
Ind I w ted he would have done himfelf juf; 
■ !^ me Mv heart was full ot gfief and 

oHo^fanT iwas^ungto the quick for offead- 
"ni hh;, v;hofeoweredhis grace fo P^M-ly J' 
nnme That thofe who know not Goo (hould 
offend him by f.n is not to be wondered at, 
w dia ™ h^art which loved him more than 
>r If \ndfo fully experienced his love, that this 
lefrt mould be fcdu^ed by propenfities wbch it 
detefo is a moft cruel martyrdom, rendered in- 
exprciVWy afSiftinS by its long continuance. 

Wheh I felt molt ftrongly thy prefence, and 

Nothing but weaknefs, fin, and nfidchty « 
there be any thing that is good, it is thm^, u 
mrGor,'% for me I have nothing to glory 
n but my infirmities and my nnworth.nefs, 
fmer in *at everkfting marrjag^-union thott 
baft made with me, I brought withme nothing bu 
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weaknefs, fin and mifery. OIi my Love ! How I re- 
jojce toowe all to thee, and that thou favoured: mv 
heartwithafightofthetreafiiresandbonndlefsrich- 
es oF thy grace and. love ! Thou haft dealt by rat, 
as if a magnificent Icing (hould marrv a poor 
flave, forget her flavery, give her all the orna- 
ments which may fender her pleafing in his eyes, 
and freely pardon her all the faults and ill 
qualities which her ignorance and bad edtication 
had given her. This thou haft inade my cafe. 
My jsoverty is become my riches, and in dw ex- 
tremity of my weaknefs J have found my 
Krength. Oil if any knew, with what confn- 
lion the indulgent favours of God cover the 
foul after its faults !— 'tis inconceivable! Such 
a foul would Willi with all its power, to fatis- 
fy the divine juftice,— I made verfes and little 
fongs to bewail myfelf, J exercifcd aufterities, 
but they did not fatisfy my heart, They were 
like thofe drops of water which only ferve to 
make the fire hotter. When I take a view of 
God and myfelf I am obliged to cry out, " Oh 
" admirable conduct of Love toward an iingrate- 
" ful wretch! Oh horrible ingratitude toward 
" fuch unparallelled goodnefs !" A great part 
of my life is only a mixture of fuch things as 
might be enough to fmk rae to the grave be- 
twixt grief and love! 
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CHAP. XV. 

• 1 of home 1 found my buf- 

O^-my f."™\,tth r™^t,and his other 
,*"f mruXdtghtetiKandUketo 
coroplamts i ray "™e ° ,^ j^ fon too, took 

die of the fmall-pox ; my eweit 

i, and had fuch a -f /l™"l^>;d "fm as disfi- 
i;g>,,nt a natni-e, thai ^nd. ^^^^^^^^^ ^^ 

gSted, f ^^"'tf t i^rkvo^ was in the 
focn as I P^.^'^^Lt^b I fho"li take it. 
houfe, I had no 'l™^' ™'^ i^ely to remove, 
Mrs. Gtt ^ s °"/f ^t^^Ti to «ke me i»ome, 
if I could. My father offered ^ ^^^^^ 

with myfecond f ^ j'^ no fuffer «. She 

perfuaded ray l*"'! "onded hei in it, fay- 
For a phyfician, who feonded n .j^^^_^^^ 

-S'VfflwerrSofedtotakeit." 1 
" as here, it 1 were ^^^^ j /^^ 

"^^^ ^'^' I^tt^Ieta nScl -both, the' inno- 
''"' r ^^ ,1^ known what followed, I doubt 
cently. Had me f-n othermfe. All 

n^ ^-' %.;:Tt dS affai^ Every one beg- 
thetown ftiaed '^ ™ ofthehonfe, andi <:"=■* 
gedhet to fend «7^\™J^^^ ^nr.. They 
out that it was citiel to wpole m ^^ 

fet «pon me too, »f S'^S 1^^\^,, f, ,verfe 
S°^ ^'^SV'd at"l r^L - other difpofttion, 
,„ it. V'''' fit mvfdf to divine Providence; 
than to fa.nlice nt,> ^-'^ ™ ^e^oved, r.otwith- 
and though I raign\ '^^^ '^^^ Jt I would 
ftanding rny mother sefiK 5,^ ^^^^^^^^ 

not without 1^^^,™^™';,^ ?n ordei of Hea^ 
^e, asifha- rfift^>"=.= «| ^ Goi, , Thou 
^.^n' Oh divine wiU "1 -^^ ..^alt 
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waft then my only life, in the midfl: of ali my 
miferies. 

I continued in this fpirit of facrificc to God, 
waiting from moment to moment in an entire 
refignj.tion, for whatever he fhould be plcafed 
to ordain. I cannot exprcfs what nature fuffer- 
ed ; for I was like one who fees both certain 
death and an eafy remedy, without being able 
to avoid the former, or try the latter. I had no 
lefsapprehenfion for my younger fon than for 
myfelf ; My mother-in-law fo exceffively doated 
on the eideft, that the reft of us were indifferent 
to her : Yet I am affured, if (he had known that 
the younger would have died of the fmall-pox 
fhe would not have afted as (he did. God 
makes ufe of creatures, and their natural inclina- 
tions, to accomplifh his defigns. When I fee 
in ths creatures a conduft which appears unrea- 
fonable and mortifying, I mount higher, and 
look upon them as inftruments both of the juftice 
and mercy of God ; for his juftiee is fuU of 
mercy. 

"When I told my hufband that my ftomach . 
was fjck, and that I was taking the fmall-pox ; 
he faid, it was only imagination. I let Mrs! 
Changer know the fituation I was in. As Are 
had a tender heart, fhe was affei^ed by the treat- 
ment I met with, and encouraged me to offer 
mylelf up to the Lord. At length, nature find- 
ing there was no refource, confenied to the fa.- 
crifice which my fpirit had already made. The 
difordcr gained ground apace, I was feized with 
a great (hivering, and a pain both in my head 
and ftomach. They would not yet believe that 
I was fick, but in a few hours it went fo far, 

that 
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. i-t mw i;fe in danger -, for I was 
^^ they th^^t my ^^^-^^ttioS on my lungs, 
'''I \t%em?d-- f- the one diforder were 
:Sn^r:^VHeotl.r My^othet-n^^ 

rrrfttn"Cth"gL ;.. rent for, 

^f r.M " 1 muft be bled," but mj mother- 
who fold, I n> ^^^^^ ^^^^ j^ tg 

r'r i: ttlc ""nda^ce was paid mc that 
done, bo iim^ ^ f ^^j of pro- 

' ^'mJ^ ^M;\1S "- being able to 
perafliftance. ' > . , . ^^ jv.s mother. She 
fee me, '^f\ ™\^" 'Sficlan but her own to 
would not allow *■!? P^^ ;7"^i^ „ot fend for 
prefcribe ^'^\«'''^^-£^ a L^s journey of 

'■'"'r;i:e«rStyTo"n:/,^otV — 
^,5. In tM «"^ ' 'i looked for hfe ot 
,0 requeft ^J.^^IgL, without teftifying 
death from the hand oi ^" ' ,dinary con- 

the leaft ™«*^^'^^'^='/',„-oirwithin, on ac- 
dua. The P=^«„\Stron n v^hich God 
count of that petfeft reftgn^t ™. ^^^ 

_ Zkntand oppreffiv. d.fotders. 

^ r- '= ^rnteftion was indeed wonderful. 
BuTGoDspiotettion \ extremity. 

How oft I'^'Vld to fuccotr, when things 
yet be never farkdjo ftKCou^,^^^ ^^.^ ^^ 
appeared moft defpetate i V ^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
ot&r it, that 'i*^''^'^^/" f™;/houfe^ enquired 
after me, ine> ^° ^ > ^nie m to fee 

?aw the frightful ^f^^^^lX^UlX 
fmall-pox, wludrcouW n« com ^.^^ ,^ ^^^ 
en on py Eofe witti lucsi ^^.^^ 
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quite black. He thought tliere had been a 
gangrene in it, and that it %vas going to fa.ll 
off. IVfy eyes were like two coals ; but ! was 
no ways alarmed ; for at that time, I could 
have made a facrifice of all things, and was 
pkafed that God Ilioiild avenge hirafelf, on 
that face, wliich Iiad betrayed me into fo' ma- 
ny infidelities. He was fo affriglited that he 
could not hide his furprize, and went into my 
mother-in-law's chamber, and told her, " it was 
" moft (haniefiil to let me die in that man- 
« ner, for want of bleeding." S!ie flii] oppof- 
ed it fo Yiolenlly, that in fliort llie told him 
flatly, " Ihe would not fuffer it, until the phy- 
" fician returned." He flew into fuch a rage, 
at feeing nie thus left withont fending for the 
phyfician, that he reproved my mother-in-law 
in the fevereft manner ; but all in vain ftiU, 
Upon that he came tip again prcfcntly into 
my chamber, and faid, " If you choofe, I will 
" bleed you, and favc your life." [ held out 
my arm to him ; and, though it was extreme- 
ly fwelled, he bled me in an inftant. My mo- 
thev-in-law was in a violent pallion about it. 
The fmall-po.': came out immediately ; and he 
ordered that they fhoiild get me bled again 
in the evening, but flie \¥ould not fiiffer it, and 
for fear of difpleafing my mother-in-law, and 
through a totai refignation of rayfelf into the 
bends of God, I durit not retain him, what- 
ever occafion 1 had for it, 

I AM the more particular in this Telation, to 
fhew how advantageous it is to refign one's felf 
to God without relerve. Though in appearance 
he leaves us for a time, to prove and eKercife 
our faith, yet he never fails us, when, our need 

of 



ew^ ;^the moie pteffing ; One may fay with 
1 sTiLnmt ^It is'^Gonlho bringeth do™ to 
«'he gates 'of death, and raife.h ttp agam^' 
The blactaefs and fwelling of my nofe went 
S and I believe, had they connnued to bleed 
^p' 1 had been pretty eafy^ but for want of 
Sat I sret worl^again. the malady fell mto 
™y eyis™ nd inflamed them with luch fevere 
yJn, that I thought I Ihouldlofe them both. 

T HAD thofe violent pains for three weeks 

1 HAD X. jj J ^^i 

durmg wh^h I got very ^^ P^^^^ ^^ ^,^ . 

hat mould lofe my fight, but 1 v/as wholly r^- 

-1 A ,r rhf. lofs ■ my throat, palate, and 
concled to the o|, ) ^^^^v ^^ 

hole body looked l.ke that of^^a kp.r.^^^^^ ^ 
rcS^ea:^^. But'as to nty foul tt was 

the world. 

Every one thought I would be inconfolable; 
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God in profound filence. None ever heard any 
complaints from me, either of my pains or the lofs 
I fiiftained. All was well received as from God's 
hand. The only thing that I faid was, that I re- 
joiced at, and was exceeding thankful for the 
interior liberty I gained thereby ; and they con- 
ftrued this as a great crime. My confefibr who 
had been diHatisfied with me before, came to fee 
ms. He alked me if I was not forty for having the 
fmall-pox ; and he now taxed me with pride for 
ray anfwer. 

Mir youngeft litde boy took the diftemper the 
fame day with myfelf, and died for want of care. 
This blow indeed ftriicfc me to the heart, but 
yet, drawing ftrength from my weaknefs, I offer- 
ed him up, and faid to GoD as Job did, 
" Thon gaveft him to me, and thou takeft him 
" from me. Eleffed be thy holy name." The 
fpirit of facrifice poUelfed me fo ftrongly, that,- 
though I loved this child tenderly, I never fhed 
a tear at hearing of his death. The day he was 
buried, the dofter fent to tell me he had not pla- 
ced a tombstone upon his grave, becaufe my lit- 
tle girl could not finvive him two days. My el- 
deft fon was not yet out of danger, fo that I faw 
royfclf ttriped of all my children at once, my 
hti(hand indifpofed, and myfelf extremely fo. 
God did not take ray little girl then. He pro- 
longed Iter life fome years, to make the lofs more 
painful to me. 

At laft my mother-in-law's phyfician arrived, 
at a time wherein he could be but of little fervice 
to me. Wlienhe faw theftrange inflammation in 
my eyes he bled me feveral times ; but it was too 
late. And tliofe bleedings which would have 

been 
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„.r ^t fitft, did nothing btitweak™ 

been fo pfOP" ^' „id' t evpti bleed m- mthe 

me now. Ti^ev i^o^^/^" ^ ^,^, ^trfc dfficid- 

conditionlvvas >t, b't.>^*eS ^^^^^ ^,^^ ^„,. 

ty . for my arms v. ere to ^ ^ 

'^emwasobhgedtopun .nj-|a ^^^^^^ 
depth. Moreover the bleedm t,^^^.^ ^ ^^^^ 

had like to have ^^"'^'i^^^Xtome. I looked 
woitld have been vet> -SJ^^^^^^- f„, ^e. Yet 
upon death as te S^'^^^^^^^^f "/ftat fide ; aitd 
iLv well 1 l^^i "^"^^'SX deftrable an event, 

A-«r^^ft:":Xr"'-^^^ 
„ott>p =iii «'"' L^tv cbangelfawinbim, 
l,.J at the «J--J ^"^^Xtttful, was be- 
h, face. ^-^^ y^" J Teartb, all fullof fa- 
come like ti coMtfe ipot or , ^^ ^.,^^, 
jowB. That ga« me the^c ^^^^.^ ^^^^^.^^ f 
fLw that Gcttad ordered the facr.Ece m all 

its reaVity. 

Wl out bv the contrane- 
SoMC thmgs X^lftltcU^i me fever. 

ty of my Mothei-m-law, na ^^ ^^^,^ 

face. However "\y ^;^^\,,, ^„«ber an^ gr^^V 
ai,dfttengthened«fet^> a. a vift.na^ncef^ 

nefsof my f^^'^"""'-, \uer to Him who fiift 
Ltlyofferednpon d.e .U,^^^^^,,, j,,l / 

h^id OaciAced bimfeU tor j^,^,,„.^ ,„, f 

rmi^r to the Y\! fldUm, nU ell nm 
I .sill tah Ihi f^Z-'^^hefe words, I can twly 
tie mwe of the Lo"t- '^ ^^^ ^^y,^],^ of my 
fay, OhinyGoD, h"c ^^ ^^^ ,^,,^ 
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with thy blelfings, and thy crofs. My principal 
attraftion, befidcs that of fuffering for th-e, has 
been to yisld myfelf up without refiftanr,e, inte- 
riorly and cxisriDrly, to ail thy divin'; ilifpofais ; 
and thefe gifts which I was favoured with from 
the beginning, have ccntinited and encreafcd un- 
til! noA\«--for thou ha{t thyfdf guidprl ;ny conti- 
nual croffes, and Isd me thro' paths unpenetrable 
to all but thee, 

They fent me pomatums to recover my com- 
plexion, and to fill up the hollows of the fraall- 
p.^x. I had feen wonderftil effedls from it upon 
others, and therefore at firft had a mind to try 
tliera ; Eiu love, jealous of his work, would not 
fiiffer it. There was 3 voice in my heart wliich 
faid, " If I would have had thee fair, I (hould 
" have left the'; as thou wert." I vvas therefore 
obliged to lay afide every remedy, and to go in- 
to tJic- air, which made the pitting worfe, and 
to cxpofe myfelf in the ftreets to the eyes of eve- 
ry one, when the rednefs of the fmall-pox was at 
tire worfl:, in order to make my humiliation tri- 
umph, where 1 had exalted my pride. 

My hufband kept his bed almofl: all that 
time, and made good ufe of his indifpofition. 
Only as he now left that, which before had giv- 
en hiui fo much pieafure in viewing me, he 
grew much more fuf'eptible of imprcflions 
which any gave him againll me. In confeijuence 
of this, tlv; peilbnswho fpoketo him to my dif- 
advantags, finding themfelvcs now better hear- 
kened to, fpoke more boldly and more fr.tquent- 
ly. There was only tliou, oh my God, who 
changed not for me. Thou redoubled thy In- 

' terjor 
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CHAP- XVI. 

MY waiting-uaaid ^^^'deXBrile^rer 
haughty : Atrd as t ^^^^^^^^ ^ 

--™^ 'laCdrme Cgoing to the corn^ 

^ ,.fl as mil* as «■'= , , g every 

&^ - be weU ^^^n^^feinfthenr with 

otnameni^'i * „„i-p them have iiiv=i v 

„o„ reduced, and to 

Nothing- c - t\i' 

TH,sgU. then knew >t,f=a.n^or^tl^^ 

.TKeCh.ch..;Ft..«-rt™1X^C' 
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veftiv-es kfted tlie whole day. If a word cf- 
capedme m my own j unification, it was enough 
to make them fay, I was guilty of facrilege, a?d 
to raife an outcry againft all devotion If I 
made them no anfwer at all, they ftili heigh- 
tened their mdignation, and made thsm fay The 
mo(t grating things they could devife. Jflf^U 
rick, which often happened, they- took occafion 
to come to quarrel with me in my bed, fayinff 
my comranmons and prayers were what made 
mefick; as if there had been nothing elfe could 
Wi^^ ' " '"^' "^"'""""^ '« tl'e'^. oh my 

She told me one day, in her paffion, that (he 
was going to write to him who iTie thoni^ht was 
my direftor, to get him to flop me from going 
to the communion, for that he did not know me 
And when I made her no anfwer, Ihe cried out 

" ^"r f^'?' ™"'''' " '''^' I "^"^=1 h'!!- "1 Wd 
defpifed her." When I went out to go to pray- 
ers Cthoiigh I had taken care before to order eve 
ry thing about thehoufe) " (he ran to tellmyhuf- 
band that I was gone abroad, and had left no- 
thing m order." When I returned home 
rage fell on me m all its violence; thev would 
hear none of my reafons, but faid, " they were 
all a pack of lies." My mother-in-law per- 
fuaded myhiiitand, " that Ilet every thing en 
to wreck and that, if (he did not take care 
he would be mined." He believed it and [ 
bore all with patience, endeavouring, as well as I 
could, to do my duty. What gave moft trouble 
was the not knowing what courfe tp take ■ for 
when I ordered any tiling without her, file com- 
plained that I ihewedher norefped, that I did 
things of ray own head, and they were done 

» a!- 
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*" "■ ' r fnv Ir " Then fhe would or- 
.. always the worfeto"t ^o„r^ted her to 

der them qmte contra^) .1^^^ ^^^^ ,^,,^ 

know *tot, "^ '^°(^;7!. (he muft have the care 
tn be done, (he WW, " , 
« Md ttonbk of every thing. 

n. i,.,h what I found in the 
I «.B fcarce any teft ^^^/\^^d' f^fa^ffion to 
iove of thy w>ll, °h "'^ ^°^' %hey might be. 
,hy orders, h°««" "Cv wo ri^ ^"^ ^'^'""^ 
TLymccffamly-^;*f^7 Ttey chid me all 
to find occafion againlt me J ^nd harping 

the day long, »'^""SinP™d that even be- 
over .ndover, the &™«^'^ ^..e I made rny 
fore the footmen. ^J^f^^ tre interpreted as the 
meals on my tears, ^t^™ '^tj-hgy f^id, I would 
^oft criminal >r^,.^^,;7;;twSdV'a hell fov 

me, which i^'f^^ *:^;Xa Ihad heard, they 
guifh. If I «"ted an) thmg t ^^^^^^ ^f ,^ 

°,ould render ^^^ ^^^''^^^^^ with contempt 
If I kept hence, f^j^^^^^^y dung without tell- 
andperverfenefs, iiW_ \^^^^ -^.^ then they 
ing it, that was a crime, ^ ^tiey tor- 

fald " I had forged it. ^°'!'i^,4y, without 
Rented me for feveral days f^«f J;", 'f,;a, .^ I 
Sving me any relaxation rhe g ^^_^,. 

I made no reply- Ihe lo ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

poCfeffed me, that ' ^^^.^^ ^y alook. Some- 
relief by a rmglewo d, ™ even^^^y^^ ,^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

:l:Sf^Uh:^"tt?&tgtantedme. 

.Y..ifiwp^f-^:/SSf4 

from the estenor crofs, it wa. a m ^^^^^ 

1 4 
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7t 1? """l ^"^ '"^"""^ ^ puni(hment more 
difficult to bear than the fev«e(t mak-lXu 
com^ehendcd what St, Therefe fay., « 1„ „" 
fufferord.e." For this abience of the croT 
was ft gncvous to me, that I languifhed v^th Ae 
ardency of defire for its return Afiut no fwner 
was th,,earne£l longing granted, and theblS 
crofs retnrned agam, than ftrange as itmay feem 

:uriS:r«br>-™^^-''-'--^.-o™^ 

t.7f ''''°" ^ '^"^ "^y ^""^^^ extremely and he 
lo^cd me v-cry tenderly yet I never fpoke?o him 
of my fufFermgs. One of my rdations, who loved 

m"?" 'j"'"'"'"'^ '^' ''"'^ moderatbnthev 
iifed toward me. They fpoke very rouehlv to 
me before h,m. Ho wi highly difpletfed Ld 

toi a fool. Soon after I went to fee my father 

ea me, for fuffer.ng them to treat me in fuch a 

that It locked as ,f I had neither fenfe or fni' 

;l tov,nd,catemyfelf." I anfwred, - ff thev 

' remarked what my hnfband faid to me tS 

was confuaon enough for me withZ't mv 

" th"t1f^th'"^7r*^' " onmyftlf by replied! 

that It they did not remark it, I ought no^ 
^ to caufe >t to he obferved, nor ex-pf^ mv 

hnlband's weaknefs ■, th.t remaining fil^T 
^^ ftoped .11 d,fputes, whereas I might ciufe 

Ihcii, to be continued and increafed bv t^,? 

f Pl--" % father anfwered, " I did Idf 
, ^""i,*" I fl,ouid continue to aa as finr.' 

Ihou^d mfpireme:" And after thft he ne- 
ver fpoke to me of it any more. ' "^ 
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fHEV were ever talkmg to rat agamft my 
f Jef whom I moil tenderly J^ved and refpeft- 
Id aeainft wy relations, and all fi.ch aslef- 

rev etZ t g^^ft nryfelf. I - Jd not for- 
bS dlud ng them, and theremi did^vrong, 
^whatever I faid ferved on\y to provoke them. 
If Tny complained of my father or relations, 
Lv were ahvay. in the right. If any whom 
'^UA diflikld before, fpoke ^S-nft them 

r^y1onfiferabie^=rfonca.^^^^^^^^ 
!rett1h;^r::;;riXherrf: But when they 
faw me they pitied me. 

WM /.TEVER they faid againft me, love would 

2 ^f d"d to me, except the firft year, when 
Wafnot ftifeiently »-*ed w^h the powe^ of 
God, to fuffevfnch treatment. Nay, I d™^ 
than this ; for as my mother-m-law and my hiif- 
W werVboth paffionate, they °ft-^^-"*^. 
Then I was in favour, and to me they maae 
their mutual complaints. I never told the one 
lit Se other had faid. And though it might 
havebeen of fervice to me, humanly fpeakmg, 

toTakeXadvantage of ^-1-??--"^^ .^f- 
ver made ufe of them to complain oi either . 
Nav, on the contrary, 1 Aid not r.ft tdl Ihad re- 
conciled them. I rpote many obliging things^ 



I 
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of the one to the other which always made them 
friends again: though I knew by frequent expe- 
rience that I (hould pay dear for their re-imion : 
For fcarce were they reconciled, but they joined 
together againft me. 

I WAS fo deeply engaged within, as often to 
forget things without, yet not any thing which 
was of confeqiience. My hiilband was liafty, 
and this inattention frequently irritated him. I 
walked into the garden, without obferving any 
thing there : And when my luilband, who could 
not go thither, afked me about it, I knew not 
what to fay, at which he w-as angry, 1 went thi- 
thei- on purpofe to remark every thing, in order 
to tell him about them ; and yet when there 
did not think of looking at them, i went ten 
times one day, to fee and bring him an account 
of them, and yet ftill forgot it. But when I did 
remember to look at thetn, I was much pleafed ■ 
yet it generally happened I was then alked no- 
thing about them. 

When they were telling any news; to mor- 
tify ray curiofity, I ufed, under forae pretext or 
other to retire. When my hufband afterward 
would be talking to me about it, I betrayed my 
ignorance of the matter, and then put him into 
a frelh fit of rage againft me, wliich I would 
gladly have avoided being the occafion of; as 
I was very defirous of doing my duty, and ren- 
dering every thing agreeable to him, fo far as 
was in my power. 

All my crofTes to me would have feemed lit- 
tle, if I miglit have had liberty to pray, and to 
be alone, to indulge tile interior attention which 

I feh.~ 
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L ft- „u;,T»d ftill to continue m 

t\^:nV'■'-^'^V'^uT^n^a,i& looked on h,s 
ly conc-ivable. i"i ,.^^ ^ avowed me 

X,.ch, If -- ^^!^Tltay«^abov/half an hour. 

kr player to ee J 1 « > 

If 1 exceeded it, n^ ,? ^ j n,e me Yiow to di- 

« ,.ert mvfelf ^'^'^.f^ve wanted it to me for 

other d>vetf»'is..7;';°JJfein,emuch trouble 

I confers '"^^fP^^l-l^^by g v^n occafion for what 
and I hiive often thet>^byg ^ ^^^ ^ 

they made me ft^ef.-f"' an effe^ °^ ^^^"''''^ 
ooli -- --V ^''^""St myWf fereiTi, and to 
of my God, to '^°''J™,"j Layer ? But I often 
iS^it my o^y.^^TS^y of aiming to 

fell back again into ";.,^ ^^.g ^ot agreeable to 
„et time for P^^Y^'^ ■ '™'thofe f^^ults were mote 
L hulband. It >s ."";„ Afterwards I prayed 
SeV-V-^^^„^;,®';":£. in the temple of my 
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WE went into the country, where I com- 
mitted many faults, lettin;; myfelf go 
too much after my inward attraction. I thought 
I might do it tiien bccaufe my hiiiband diverted 
himfelf with building. If I ftayed from him 
any time he was diiratisfied, which fomctimes 
happened, as he wag continually talking with 
the workmen. I fet myfelf in a corner, and there 
had my work with me, but could fcarce do any 
thing by reafon of the force of the attraftion 
which made the work fall out of my hands. I 
paffed whole hours this way, without being a- 
ble either to open my eyei5 or know what paffed 
in me ; but I had nothing to wifh for, nor yet 
to be afraid of Every where I found my pro- 
per center, becaufe every where I found God. 

Mv heart could then defire isothing but what 
it had ; for tliis difpofition extinguifhed all its 
defires ; and I fometimes faid to myfelf, " What 
" wanteft thon? What feareft thou?" And I 
■was furprized to find upon trial that I had no- 
thing to fear. Every place I was in was ray pro- 
per place. 

As I had generally no time allowed me for 
prayer but with difficulty, and would not be fuf- 
tered to rife till feven o'clock, ray bed being in 
my hufbands room on account of his illners>^I 
Hole up at four and kneeling in my bed continu- 
ed there while he thought me afleep, for I willied 
not to offend him, and ftmve to be pundual and 
ailiduous in every ihing.—But this ibon afti;fled 

my 
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L A " , „„ „ves which were itiU 

:e^y«eak, >^ ^-^,^Xft of reft bro.ght a te- 
jfee fman-poX,-Tl^^ l°i fl^gp^ng hour^ 

„'ere tnt^ch brotet^^, by ,, ^^ prayers 

■^ ^;„e-I '"ff '"Ct Lot afiet dinner, tho 1 
even the half to^^^a 1 S ^^^^^^ overpowered 

felt quite J-^^^X,, ,er.edy this by tte fe- 
-A:Staon.butinv.a.n. 

r,erformed very f'^^i' " Ajift to creep on tooi, 

it'^^ibSr''-^!f|\^d;tTtSd 

tS me " I ^"^^l-i ^°' ?° '-' I anfwered her with 
iSiked -ith^eram. I^;^^^,^, ,., J 

„v\irual confidence, b™ bemgjei: -. 

Sverallyw^ted ^^^.^'^fP^Uexceffively.. When 

I rettirnecl it ceaCed. W«*^^„^,,„g feveral years 
agan with fteihvtde^^- 7 hale never been 
?ha Ib=iw, -iftcd *>s *J^'/ When I was m 
S=d in my ^F^fX^j up, » be fen 
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afk me if I was willing to receive the commu- 
nion, and that if I was they would give it to 
me. I had no mind to refiife, oli my Love, the 
opportunity which thou thyfelf offeredil me ; for 
I had no doubt of its being thee who infpired 
them to prcpofe it, B'ifore I had contrived to 
get divine fervice at the chapd I have menti- 
oned, I have often fuddonly awaked with a 
ftiong impulfs to go to prayers. My mind would 
fay to me, " But, madam, you are going to 
" tire yourfelf in vain, There will be no fer- 
" I'ice there," For that chape! was not yet re- 
gularly ferved ; However I went full of faith, 
and at my arrival have found them juft ready to 
begin. If I could particularly enumerate the re- 
markable providences, which were hereupon given 
in my favour, there \voiild be enough to iill whole 
volumes with. 

When I wanted to hear from, or write to. 
Mother Geakgek, I often felt a ftrong propen- 
fity to go to the door. There I found a meflen- 
ger with a letter from her, which could not have 
fallen into my hands but for that. But this is 
only a fmall inftance of thcie kind of continual 
providences. She was the only perfon I could 
be free to lay open my ftaie to, when I could get 
to fee her, which was with the greateft difficuhy ; 
and thro' providential alTiftance ; having not on- 
ly been prohibited by my confefibr and liul- 
band, but all means, that could be devifed, v,-ere 
put in praftice by my mother-in-law to prevent 
it. I placed an extreme confidence in Mother 
Granger, I concealed nothing from her ei- 
ther of my fins or my pains, I would not have 
done the leaft thing without telling h=r, I did 



L A. u ' .ftptUies but thofe (he was 
notnow praaife ..^y-*« «;^: „„,„ng which 
willing to ^^ °* "■;■ ' ntetior dlfpofnions, theie 
I kept from her but tny in j ^^^^^ ^^t 

I was fcarce -* J «^',,, being very ig"- 
rtS1t&"Sl-ng.eve. read or heard 

of them. 

, ,,,p„ thotiMit 1 was going to 
ONE day when ttey *oi-V^,,„ G«tASo«. 
fee my father, Iran oft to ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

It was d'fc°^f "^' 'h „ge againft me, was fo 
I cannot «prefs-, 3' '^,^,ncredlble, even my 
excefl-ive ^^f'^^^ft^^^Zy difficult. For as 
writing to l;"r\bh r Sci of a lie, I forbad 
I had the ^f°y™"' When they were met 
the fo«^"^°,^Xtote they were gomg and if 
5l,ey sveve allied wh me^ , jnother-m-la* fet 
they had not any 1="=5;„ j,^,oi,gh which thofe 
herfelf in a Uttle P^^^f^f J;%aft ,, ^^r She 
,,ho w£i« °"^ r i they were going and what 
.ted *em -h^X,S g„i„|on foot to the 
ttey earned, bom ^^^ ^^ ^^ carried, that 

they n^'s^f^PTua^-so^i™^^ -^^'^fI 

Uad been if- ^^^^rfers to tell every place I 
who att^ded me had oro ^^ ^^.^ ^^, 

-nt,%-K"-rreaed or turned out 
of their fervice. 

Inveighing ^S^'^^^^^*! fometimes mad--my 
alky they f:<^f^^^l^': ^„d (he replied' " How 
own complaint to her ^n ^^^^^^^^,^ been 

- (hould you »'^'^™''X theft twenty years 

" doing all m my ^^fZ^^r' For a= my rno- 
tofousfythemv*ithoutfuccels._ ^^^^. 
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iher-in-lav/ had two daughters under her care, 
(lie was a!ways finding fomething to fay againft 
every thing (he did in regard to them. 

But the moft fenfible crofs to me now was the 
revolting of ray own fon againft me, whom they 
infpired with fo great a contempt for me, that 
I could not bear to fee him without extreme af- 
flidtion. When I was in my chamber with fome 
of my friends they fent him to liften to what we 
faid ; and as he faw this pleafed them he invent- 
ed a hundred things to tell them. ' What gave 
rae the fevered pang was the lofs of my child. 
If I caught him in a lie, as frequendy I did, he 
would upbraid me faying, " My grandmother 
" fays, you have been a greater liar than I." I 
anfwered him, " Therefore I know the defor- 
" mity of that vice, and how hard a thing 
" it is to get the better of it : And for this reafon, ' 
" J would not have you fuffer the like." He 
fpoke to me things very offenfive ; and becaufe 
he remarked the awe I flood in of his grandmo- 
ther and his father, if in their abfence I found 
fault with him for any thing, he infukingly up- 
braided me, and faid, " That now I wanted to 
" fet up for his miftrefs, becanfe they were not 
" there." All this they approved of, in fo much 
as to flrengthen him in his moft perverfe inclina- 
tions. One day he went to fee my father, and 
rafhly began talking againft rae to him, as he 
was ufed to do to his grandmother. But there it 
did not meet with the fame recompence. Itaf- 
fefted my father to tears j he came to our houfe 
to defile he might be correAed for it. they pro- 
raifed it llioiild be done, and yet they never did 
it. I vras grievoufly afraid of the confequences 

of 
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of fo b^d^sin education. I told Modter Gk.«^ 
o... of It, whoconfolednte, ^n^f^.<^^ Jto 
^S;^S:Sry™^-'^at this child 
" would be my crols. 

AitoTHri. gL-eat crofs was the diffcuUy I had 
in .^tending my huft^nd, 1 ^^ew he W..S hf- 
pea =Twh?n Iwas not -nh him , and ye Wta 
Laswithh,m^het.^re.pr^^^^^- 

i" "' ,™LXZ^*1com whatever oihce I per- 
he only ry fled v/> ^-^^^ ^, ,,,„„, 

^'"■"''Vi that fometimes trembled w'rm I 
"■"iShim I co«ld do nothing tohtsliking, 

-Mt manner to prevad ort h,m ^^^^^ ^"^^ 

^zn^: & fj;r:'hiJ, ''ltd ta- 

£ tS^^^tereP^m^ckd feveraUimes a day, than 

W«.M he was in %o.ih^mo^^-^il -^= 

r ^ofKIro- aErecahh; to nim, tn..n my 

Seri^™ Sd Ltch it out d- my hands, 

Td eirry it hcrfelf. .-Vnd as he thought I was 
rfocLfulandftt«topleafebm,he 
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would fly in a rage againft me, and exprefs great 
thankfulnels to his mother. I filently fuffered it 
all : I uied all my flcill and endeavours to gain 
my mother-in-law's favour by my aflidiiities, my 
pvefems, my fervices ; hut was not lucky e- 
nongh to Aiccecd. How bitter and grievous 
oh my God, would fucli a life be were it not 
for thee ? But thou haft fweetened and , reconcil- 
ed it to me. I had a few very fliort intervals 
from this fevere and mortifying life ; but thefe 
ferved only to make the reverfes more keen and 
bitter. 



C H A P. xvin. 

ABOUT eight or nine months after my re- 
covery from the fmall-pox. Father La 
CoMDE, palfing by our hoiife, brought me a let- 
ter from Father de la MoTTE,« recommending 
him to my cfteem, and expreffing the higheft 
fnendfhip for him. I hefitated much, for I was 
very loth to make new acquaintances, but the 
fear of offending my brother prevailed. After a 
fhort converfation v/e both defircd a farther op- 
portunity. I thought that he either loved God 
or was difpofed to love him, and I wifhed every 
body to love him, God had already madeufe 
of me for the converCon of three of his order. The 
ftrong defire he had of feeing me again induced 
him to come to our country-houfe, which was a- 
bont half a league from the town, A little acci- 
dent which happened opened a way for me to 

fpeak 

* He was a Eeraal)ilG, half brother of Lady Guton. 
by ihc fatiier, a malevolent, fclfifli ecclefiaftic, as we 
Ihali Jce jn ilic fccond and third parts. 
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focak to him. As he was in dlfconrfe with my 
rtondVwhordifhed his comply, tewamkeu 

ill and retired into the garden. My hulOana 
^;;tde ,ne go and fee -•--- ^.f/^! 
with him. I went : He told mc he had re 
marked in my cottntcnance a deep mwardneft 
Zi prefettce of Goo, which had E've^'rima 
ftron<T defire of feeing me agam : And God 
tCliLi me to open to him the mtenor path 
of the foul, and conveyed fo '^^^\%'^'^' ^°ff^ 
through th spoor channel, that he has owned to 

„,enL,th^I.«n;-^«^;C^ 
rapl'r -to't^^thlt t would be devoted t» 
God butlktledid I then toref.e, that Iftiould 
ev™ be led to tire place where he was to refid-. 

My difpofuion at this time, as I have faid, 
was a coininual praver, without knowing it to 
be fuch or the prefence of Goo was fo plenti- 
fully ri«n, *^f « *'^==^^'^ r -^ T" '? "' 

an my v ry fclf. The fetif.bility thereof was 
b powerful,'fo petretrating, it feemed to me ir^ 
reftftible, a'nd love took from ttre aU bbe 5- 
my own. At other times I was fa dry 1 tell no 
S^ng but the pain of abience, which was the 
keener to me, as the divine Prefence had be ore 
been fo fcnfble. In thefe alternatives, when 
lovew^sprel-ent, 1 forget in fuch a manner all 
m ":™b'les and paint, that it app.^re^d to nte 
as if I never had experienced any . And, n its 
tb encr it feemed L if it never would tetuirt 
Win I ftill thought It was through fome fad 
of tS ne k was withdrawn, and that rendered 
iTconfolable. Had I known ^^^^^ ^^'^J 
ftate through which it was neceffary to paf^ 
llottld Jt have been troubled , for myftrong 
K 2 '°^^ 
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love to the wffl of God would have rendered 
every thing eafy to me -, the property of this 
prayer being to give a. great love to the or- 
der of God, with fo fiiblime and perfeft a re- 
liance on him, as to fear nothing, whether dart* 
gers, thunder, fpirits, or death. It gives a great 
abftraftion from one's felf, their own mtereffis and 
repvltation, with an utter difregard to every thing 
of the kind ; all being fwallowed up in the efteen-; 
of the w*!!! of God. 

At home, I was accufed of every thing that 
was ill done, fpoiled or broken. At firft I told 
the truth, and faid it was not I ; they perfifted, 
and acctifed me of lying. I then made no re- 
ply. Befides, diey told ail their tale.'; to fuch as 
came to the houfc. But when I was afterwards 
alone with the fame perfonSj J never undeceiv- 
ed them. I often herd fuch things faid of me, 
before my friends, as were enough to make them 
entertain a bad opinion of me. My mind kept 
its habitation in the tacit confcioufnefs of my own 
innocence, not concerning my felf whctlier they 
thought well or ill of me ; excluding all the 
world, all opinions or cenfures, out of my view, 
and minding nothing elfe but the friendfhip of 
God onh'. 



If through infidelity I happened at any time to 
juftify myfelf, I alv/ays failed, and drew upon 
myfdf new crolfes, txith within and without; 
but notwithftanding all this, I was fo enamoured 
with ir, that the greateft crofs of all would have 
been to be without any. When the crofs was 
tafc-n from me for any fhort fpace, it feenied to 
me ihat it was becaufe of the bad ufe I made 
of it ; and that my imfalthfulnefs deprived me 

of 
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offo ereat an advantage; for I never knew its 
value better than in its loft. Oh, dear crofs, my 
faithful companion I As my Saviour became m- 
earnate, only to die m thy arms, foould not I 
tee confoi-mable to him in that : And wilt not 
thou be the means of nniting me to him for 
ever ? O my Love, I cried, ptinith me any way, 
but take not the crofs from me. This amiable 
crofs returned to me with fo much the more 
weight, as my dehre was more vehement. I could 
not reconcile two things, diey appeared to mefo 
very oppnfite-. viz. To dchre the crols with fo 
much ardour, and to fupport it with forauch dif- ■ 
gculty and pain. 

God knows well, in the admirable ceconomy 
he obfervcE, how to render the eroffesmore weigh- 
ty conformable to the ability of the creature to 
bear them , giving them always fomethmg new 
■and naexpeaed. Hereby my foul began to be 
more refigned, and 10 comprehend that the ftate 
of abfence, and of wanting what I longed tor, 
was in its turn, more profitable than that of al- 
^.ays abounding; becaufe dils latter nourifhed 
relf-lmie If Go D did not ad thus, the foul would 
never die to itfelf Tliat principle of/W/-/™^ is 
fo crafty and dangerous, that it cleaves to every 
thing. 

What gave me moil; uneafinefs, in^hi3 time 
of darknefs and crucifixion, both vvithm and 
without, was an inconceivable readmefs to be 
quick and hafty. When any anfwer a little too 
hvely efcaped me, (which ferved not a little to 
hiunble me,) tliey faid, " I was fallen into a 
" mortal fin." A condnft no lefs rigorous than 
this was quite neceffaty for me ; for I was fo 
K =, P'™° 
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proud, paflionate, and of a humour naturally 
thwarting, waiitmg always to carry matters my 
own way, and thinking my own reafons better 
than thofe of others ; that, 'hadft thou, oh my 
God ! fpared the ftrokes of thy hammer, I ftiotild 
never have been formed to tliy will, to he an in- 
itrument for thy ufe ; for I was ridictilouny vain. 
Applaiife tendered ir.e intolerable. I praifed my 
friends to excefs, and blamed others without rea-- 
fen: But, the mote criminal I have been, the 
more I am indebted to thee, and the leVsof 
any good can I attribute to rayfclf. Oil, how 
blind are ra-n mho attri kite to others the holinefs 
that Gop gives them! I beheve, ' my God, 
that thou haft had children, who under thy 
grace, owed much to their own fidelity ; but as 
forme, I owe all to thee; I glory to confefs it ; 
I cannot acknowledge it too niuch. 

In atts of charity I was very ailidiious. So 
great was my tendernefs for the poor, that I 
wifhed to have ftipplied all their wants ; I could 
not fee their neceflity, without reproaching my- 
fclf for the plenty I enjoyed. I deprived myfelf 
of all I could to lielp them. The very beft at 
my table was diftributed amona; them. There 
were few of the poor where I Sived, who did nor 
partake of my liberality. It feemed as if thou 
hadft made me tliy only Almoner there, for 
being tefufed by others, they came all tome. 
" Oh my divine Loi-e I I cried, it is thy fub- 
ftance ; I am only the fteward of it. I ounlic 
" to diftribute it according to thy will." ° I 
found means to relieve them without letting my- 
felf be known, becaufe I had one who difpeii- 
fcd my alms privately. When there were fami- 
hcs vito were adiimied to take it in this ivay, I 

fem 
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fent it to them as if I owed them a debt. I 
clothed fnch as were naked, and caufed ^^uig 
„-,rls to be taught how to earn their hvelihood, 
efoeciallY fuch as were handfome; to the end that 
being employed, and having whereon to hve, 
they might not be under a temptation to throw 
themfehes away. God m^de ufe of me to re- 
claim feveraJ from their d.fordeily lives; and 
there was one of beauty and diftmftion, who 
has fmce made a happy end. I went to vifit 
the fick, to comfort them, to make their beds. 
I made ointments, dreffed their wotmds, bit- 
ried their dead. I privately furniihed tradef- 
men and medifinics wherewith to keep up 
their aiops. My heart was '™* ^'^^^ '^ 
ward rny feUow-creawres m diftrefs ; And tew 
indeed could carry charity much farther than 
out Lord enabled me to do accordmg to my 
ftate, both while married and hnce. 

To purify me the more from the mixture I 
misht make of his gifts with my own /f//- 
l.ve he cave me interior probations, which 
wer^ very heavy. I began to experience an 
5na,pportable weight, in that very piety which 
had'^formetly been fo eafy and delightful to n.e, 
not that I did not love it extremely, but I 
found myfelf defeftive in that noble praaice 
ofT to which 1 afpired. The more I loved 
it the more I laboured to acquire what 1 law 

I failed in Butaks! i feemed contmually to 
be overcome by that which was contrary to 

II My heart, 'indeed, was detached trom a^l 
fenfual plcafnres. For thefe feveral years paft,, 
it '.-as feemed to me that my mmd is fo de- 
tached and abfent from the body, that 'do 
tbires as if I did them not. If I eat or refreflied 
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myfelf, it is done with fiich an abfence, or fe- 
paratlon, as I wonder at, and with an entire 
mortification of the keennefs of fenfation in all the 
natural funttiqns. 



CHAP. XIX. 

TO refume tire thread of my hlftoiy, the 
fmall-pox had lb ranch hurt one of ray 
ejEs, that it was feared I (hould lofe it. The 
gland at the corner of my eye was much 
injured. An impofthume arofe from time to 
time between the nofe and the eye, which gave 
me exqiiifire pain till it was kneed. It fwell^ 
ad all my head to that degree, tiut I cauk! 
not bear even a pilbw. The leaft noife was 
an agony to me, though fomelimes they made 
a great one in my chamber ; and yet this was 
a precious time to me, for two reafons; tlie 
firft, becaiife I was left in bed aione, where 
I lud a fweet retreat without interruption ; the 
other, becaufe it anfwcred the delire which I 
had after fuffering, which defue was fo great, that 
all the aufterities of the body would have been 
but as a drop of water to quench fo great a fire ; 
and indeed the feverities and rigours which I then 
exercifed were extreme^.but they appeaftd not at 
all this appetite for the crofs.T-For 'tis thou a, 
lone, Oh Crucified Saviour, who canft frame 
the Crofs, truly effeCliual for the death of Se l f . 
Let others blcfs themfelves in their eafe or 
gaiety, grandeur or pleaftires, poor temporary 
heavens ; As for me, ray dehres were all turn- 
ed another way, even to tlie litent patli of fut 
feting for Christ, and to be united to him, 
through tlie mortification of all that ^yas of na- 
ture 
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ture in me, that my fenfes, appetites and will, 
being dead to thefe, might wholly live in hun. 

I obtained leave to go to Piiris for the cure 
of my eye; and yet it was ranch more thro' the 
defite I'had to fee Monfieur Bertot, a man ol 
profound experience, whom Mother Granger 
had l&tely afligned to me for my direftor. 1 
went to take ray leave of my fatlier, who em- 
braced me with peculiar tenderneft, little thmk- 
ing then that it would be our laft adieu. 

Paris was a place now no longer to be 
dreaded as in times paft. The throngs only 
ferved to draw me into a deep rccoUeftion, 
and the noife of the ftreets but augmented nay 
inward prayer. I law Monfieut Bertot who 
did not prove of that fervice to me, which he 
would have done .f I had then had the power 
to explain m^felf : Em though I wiljied earneft- 
Iv to hide nothing from him, yet God held me 
fo clofe to himfelf, that I could tell him fcarce 
any thing at all. As foon as I fpokc to him e- 
very thins was vanifhedfrora my mmd, fo that 
I could remember nothmg but fome few faults 
which I told him. As I law him very leldom, 
and nothini; ftayed in my lecolkaion and as 
I read (>f^lothing any way refembhng my 
cafe I knew not how to open myfelt upon 
it Eefide I defited to make nothmg known, 
but the evil which was in me. Therefore Mon- 
fieur Bertot knew me not till after his death. 
This was of great utilitv to me, for taking away 
ev!-ry fupport, and making me truly die to my- 
lelf. 

I WENT to pafsthc ten days, from theafcen- 
f.on to whitfumide, at an Abbey four leagues 

from 
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from Paris, theAbbefs of which had a particular 
friendfhip for me. Here ray union with Goo 
leemed to be deeper and more continual, be- 
coining always Cmple, but at the fame time more 
cloie and intimate. 

, One day I awaked ftiddenly at four o'clock 
in the morning, with a ftrong impreflion on my 
jnind, that my father was dead ; and thoiiah 
at the fame time my foul was in a very great 
contentment, yet my love for him affeftld it 
with fgrrow, and my body with weaknefs Un- 
der the Ibokes and daily troubles which befel 
me, ray will wag fo fiibfervienr to thine, oh my 
tOD, that It appeared abfolutely united to it 
Iherefeemed indeed to be no will left in me 
but thine only. My own difappearcd, and no 
aelires, tendencies or incknations were left but 
to the one fole objeft of whatever was moft 
plealmg to thee, be it what it would. If I had 
a will. It was in union with thine, as two well 
tuned jutes in concert: That which is not 
touched renders the fame found as that which 
IS touched : It is but one and the fame round 
one pure harmony. It is this union of the 
will which eftabhfhcs in perfeft peace Yet 
though my own will was loft, as to its' opera- 
tions, I have found fmce, in the ftrange totes 
I have been obliged to pafs through, ho«/ much 
It had yet to coft me to have it totally lofl 
as to all its properties in all the circumftan- 
CC.S, and wltolc extent thereof, in order that 
mc loul fiiould retain no more any intereft or 
de ire of its own, of either time or eternity but 
only the mtereft of God alone, in the manner 
tliat IS known to himk-If, and not in ou' "'av 
ot conceiving. How many fouls are tv'cre 

which 
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which think their own wills quite loft while they 
are vet very far from it ! They would find they 
ftill fubfift, If they met with hard probations. 
Who is there who does not wi(h fomethmg tor 
himfeif, either of intereft, wealth, honour, plea- 
fure, cinvemency, liberty, &c ? A a he who 
thinks his mind loofe from all thcfe objefts, be- 
caufe he poffeffes them, would foon perceive his 
attachment to them, were he ftnpped of ihofe 
he is poffeiTed of. If there are found in a whole 
aee three perfons fo dead to every thing, as to 
be utterly refigned to providence without any ex- 
ception, they may well pafs for prodig.es of grace. 
—As I am not miftyefs of what 1 write, I follow 
not any order :^Biit it makes little matter. 

In the afternoon as 1 ms with the Abbefs, I 
told her I had ftrong prefentiments of my father s 
death. Indeed I could hardly fpeak, I wa^ fo 
aifefted within, and enfeebled without. Frelent- 
ly came one to tell her that (he was wanted m 
the parlour. It was a man that had nd poft, 
and was come exprefs, with an account from 
my hulband that my father was lU. And as 1 
afterwards found it held him on y twelve hours, 
he was therefore by this time dead. The Ab- 
befs returning faTs, " Here is a letter from your 
" hulband who'wtites that your father is taken 
"volemlyill." Ifaldtoher, " He is dead, I 
" cannot have a doubt about u." fent away 
to Parh immediately, to hire a coach, to go the 
fooner. Mine waited for me at the ^lidway I 
went off at nine o'clock at night Tlrey faid, 
" I was going to deftroy myfe f, for I had no 
acquaintance with me; as 1 had fent away my 
mad ^oPm;s, to put every tnngm order there, 
ard b-in- in a religious houte, I had no mind to 

keep 
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keep any footman with me there. The Abbefs 

told me, " that- fince I thouglit my father was 

dead ,t would beraflincfs in me to exnofc 

myfelt, and run the rifque of my life in that 
^^ manner ; that coaches could hardly pafs the 

way I was going, it being no beaten road." 
1 anfwered, "That it was my indifpenfible dnty 
^^ to goto affiil my father, and that I ought not 
^^ on a bare apprehenfion, to exempt my felf from 

It. I went then alone, abandoned to Provi- 
denpe, with people unknown. My weaknefs 
was lo great, that I could hsrdly keep my feat 
m the coach, and yet I was often forced to a- 
bght, on account of dangerous fpots in the 
road. _ 

In this way was I obliged, about midnight 
to crofa a foreft, notoiioiis for murders and rob.' 
benes. The moft intrepid dreaded it; but mv 
tefignanon left me fcarce any room to think at 
ah about it^Oh what fears and uneafmefs does 
arefigned foul fpare itfelf !„Thu3 all alone I ar- 
rived withm five leagues of my own habitation 
where, I found my confelTor who had oppofed 
rae, with one of my relations waiting for me 
Thcfweetconfolationlhad enjoyed, when alone' 
was now interrupted, My confelTor, ignorjnt 
ot rny Hate, reftrained me intirelv. My gri-f 
was of fuch a nature that I could not Ihed a tea^- 
And I was afhamed to hear a thing whicli I knew 
but too well, without giving any exterior mark 
ot gnet. The inward and profonnd peace I en^ 
joyed dawned on my countenance, and tire ftate 
I was in did not permit mc to fpeak, or to do 
fuch things as are ufually expected from peifons 
o piety. I could do notliing but love and be 
luent. 
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I FOUND on my arrival at home, that my fa- 
ther was already buried, oir account of the ex- 
ceffive heat.-It was ten o'clock at night. All 
wore tte habit of mourning.-I -^ ™-^;<l 
thirty leagues in a day and a night. /^ 1 was 
very w^*, °°t 1^^^'"S ^^^^'^ ="^^ nourilhment, 
I was inftantly put to bed. 

About two o'clock in the mommg my hul"- 
band got up. and having gone out of my cham- 
ber, he returned prefemly, .^^O^B ?,l"f^f, 
his mi"ht " My datigliter is dead. --She was- 
my only 'daughter, as deatly beloved as tnt^y 
bvely She had fo many graces both of body 
™d miud conferred on her, that one muft have 
ten Tufenhble not to have loved her. She had 
™ extraordinary (hare of love to God. Often 
was Ihe found in corners at prayer. As foon as 
fhe nerceived me at prayer, (he came and joiii- 
^1 m^e and if (he difeovired that I had been at it 
without her, the would weep buter y and cry, 
" Ah mama you pray but I dont.'-when we 
were alone and (he faw my eyes elofed-lhc d 
vvhifper, " are you att^ep" and dren cry out Ah 
no, you are praying to our dear J. s us and 
dripping on her knees before me fce would be- 
gin M pl^y too- She was leveral tunes whipt 
by her grandmother, becaufe (he faid, " Slie 
"would never have any other hufband but our 
" Loud," yet could (ho never make her fay o- 
th-rwife. She was innocent and modeft as a lit-- 
tie angel -, very dutiful and endeanng, and withal 
^ery beautiful. Her father doated on her, and 
to niefh- was very dear, much more for the 
quaUrU of her mind than thofc of her beaut, ul 
Irfon, 1 looked up™ her a. my only confola- 
5^-,n on earth-. For lire had ss muci aSTeftion 
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for me, as her brother had averlion and con- 
tempt. She died of an iinfearonable bleeding • 
But what ftiali I fay ? fhe died by the hands of 
him who was pleafed, for wife reafbns of his own 
to ftrip me of all. ' 

There now remilined to me only the fon of 
my forrow. He fell ill to the point of death 
but*as reftored at the prayer of Mother Gran' 
CER, now my only confolation after God I no 
more wept for my ciiild than for my father I 
could only fay, "Thou, oh Lord, gave her to 
" me ■ It pleafes thee to take her back again 
" for fhc was thine." As for my father, his vir- 
tue was fo genetidly known, that I muft rather 
befilent, than enter upon the ftibjeft. His reli- 
ance on God, his faith and patience were won- 
derful. Both died in July 1672. From hence- 
iorth croflcB were not fpared me : And tho' I 
have had abundance of them hitherto, yet they 
were only the Ihadows of thofe which I have been 
fince obliged topafs through, purfuant to a mar- 
riage contrail, which I had newly entered into 
with our Lord Jrsos Christ. In this fpiri- 
ttial manage I claimed for ray dowry only croffes 
fcourges, perfecutions, ignominies, iowlinefs, and 
nothingnefs of felf, which in his great goodnefs 
and for wife ends, as I have fecn, he has been 
pleafed to grant and confer upon me. 

Oke day being in great diftrefs, on account 
of the redoubling of outward and inwtird crof- 
fts, I went into my clofet to give vent to my 
grief M. Eertot, was brought into my mind 
with tliis wiin, Ob that hi teas fenfibk of -wbat 
I Jufferl Tlic.' he wrote but very feldora, and 
with great difficulty, yet he wrote me a letter 

dated 
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dated the fame day about the crofs, the finell 
and moft confolatory he ever wrote me on that 
fubjeft:. Sometimes my fpirit was fo oppreffed 
with continual croffes, which fcarce gave me a- 
ny relaxation, that when alone my eyes turned 
every way, to fee if they could find' any thing 
to give fome relief. A word, a figh, a trifle,^ or 
to know that any one took, part in my grief, 
would have been fome comfort ; but that was 
not granted rae, not even to look toward heaven, 
or make any complaint, Love held me then fi» 
clofe that it would have this miferable nature to 
periih, without giving it any fupport or nou- 
liliiment. 

Oh my deareft Lor d ! thou yet gave my fou! 
a vifkorious fupport, which made it triumph over 
all t!ie weaknelles of Kotwe, and feized thy knife 
to facrifice it without fparing. And yet this na- 
ture fo pcrvsrfe, and full of artifices to fave its 
life, at laft took the coiirfe of no\irifliing itfelf 
with its own defpair, and with its fidelity under 
fuch heavy and continual oppreffion, and withal 
fought to conceal the value it attributed tliereto : 
But thy eyes, oh my divine Love, were too pe- 
netrating ' not to detedt the fubtilty. 'Wherefore, 
lliou, oh my Shepherd, changed thy condua: 
toward it. Thou fometimes comforted it with 
thy emk and thy ftdf ; that is to fay, by thy 
conduct as loving as crucifying, but it was only 
to reduce it to the lad extremity as I fhall (hew 
hereafter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

A Lady of fank, wliom I fometimes vifited, 
took a [jarticiilar liking to me; becaufe 
(as fhe was pleafed to iiiy) my perfon and man- 
Here were agreeable to her. Sire faid that flie 
obferved hi me fomething extraordinary and lin^ 
common. I believe it was the inward attraflion 
*f My foul that appeared on my very counte- 
nance : For one dily a gentleman of falhion faid 
to itiy hufband's aunt, " I faw the Lady your 
" niece ; and it is very vifible that fhe lives in 
" the prefcnce of God." I was furprized at 
hearing this as I little thought that fuch an one 
as he conic! know what it was to have God thus 
prefent. This lady, I fay, began to be touched 
with the fenfe of God : For, wanting once to 
take me to the play, I refufed to go ; (as f never 
wen' to plays,) making nfe of the pretext of my 
hufband's Continual indifpofitions. She preffed 
me excetdingly, and faid, " I (liotild not be 
" prevented by his ficknefs from taking fome a- 
" mufempnt ; and that I was not of an age to 
" b' confined with the fick like a nurfe." I toid 
her .-y reafons for afting fo by my hiifband. 
She then perceived that it was more from a prin- 
ciple of piety, than the indifpofitions of my liuf- 
band, that I did not go. Infilling to know my 
fentiment of plays, I told her, " I entirely dif- 
" approved of them, and cfpecially for a chrif- 
" tian woman :" And as flie was far more ad- 
vanced in years than I was, what I then faid 
made fuch an impi-p.lion on her mind, that Ihe 
never after went to them. 

Eriyc 
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BRiffG once with her and another lady, who 
was fond of talking and had read tile fatliers, 
Lhey fpoke much of God . This lady fpoke learn- 
edly of him. I faid fcarce any thing, bemg m- 
wardly drawn to filencc, and troubled at lucli 
kind of converfation about God. Mv acquain- 
tance, came ne« day to lee me, " "!« If^o 
" had fo touched her lieart, that flie could ftand 
" out no longer." 1 attributed this touch to fome- 
thint; the otli°r ladv had fpoken ; But (he faid to 
me, " Your Silence had fom~rliing m it whicii 
" penetrated to the bottom of my loul : And I 
" could not rclifli what the other faid." Then 
we ipoke to one another with open hearts, 

It was then tliat God left indelible iropreffions 
of his grace on her foul, and ihe continued fo a- 
thirft for him, diat (he could fcarcely endure to 
convetfe on any other fubjeft. Tliat (he might 
become wholly hie, he deprived her of a moft af- 
feft.onate hufband, and vifited her by fuch fe- 
vere croflTcs, and at the fame time poured his 
grace fo abundantly into her heart, that he foon 
became the fok maftCT thereof. After the death 
of her huaiand, and die lofs of moft ot her lot- 
tune ihe went to refide four leagues from our 
houfe on a fmall eftate, which ilie yet had left. 
She obtained my hiilhand's confent to my gomg 
to pafs a week with lier, to confole her under 
her loCfeB. God gave her by nr means all (he 
wanted S!ie had a great fiiare of uiidcrftanding 
but was furprized at my expreffing things to her 
(o far above my natural capacity. lihoiikl have 
been furprized at it mvfelf, had I reflefted on 
it ■ But it was God who gave m- the gitt tor 
her fake, ditTnrmg a flood of grace into h^-r Fiul, 
without regarding the tinwordiinels of the chan- 
nel he was pleafed to make ufe of. Since that 
I^ time 
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time her foul has been the temple of the Holy- 
ghoft, and our liearts have been indilTolubly 
united. 

My luifband and I toQk a little (oiirney toge- 
theri in which both my refignation and humility 
were exercifed, yet without difficulty or conftraint, 
fo powerful was the influence of divine grace. 
We had al! like to have perilled in a river: The 
reft of the company in -a defperate fright threw 
themfelves out of the coach, which funk in the 
mo\'ing fand. I continued fo much inwardly 
occupied, that I did not once tliink of the dan- 
ger. God dellvx-red me from it, without ray 
tlioiight of avoiding it I was quite content to 
be drowned, had he permitted it. It may be 
faid, " 1 was rath ;" i believe I was fo : Yet I 
rather chofe to perilh, trufting in Gob, than 
make my efcape in a. dependance on myfelf. 
But what fay I ? We do not periih, but for want 
of trufting in him. My pleafure is to be indebt- 
ed to him for every thing. This renders me con- 
tent in my mlfcries, which I would rather endure 
all my life long, in a ftatc of refignation to him, 
than put an end to them, in a dependanCe on 
tnyfelf. IJlowEVer I v/otild not advife others to 
aci thus, unlcft they were in the fam: difpofition 
whicli I v/as in at that time. 

As my hiifband's maladies daily increafed ; 
he lefolved to go to St. Reike, he appeared very 
dehrous of having none but me with him, and 
told me one day, " If they never fpoke to me 
" againft you, I fhould be more ea(y, and you 
" more happy." In this journey I committed 
many faults of ftJf-kve and felf-feekiiig ; and 
being in a deep interior refignation, experienced 

there b)f 
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Ihei'eby what I (hould be without thy fatherly 
care, oh God. For fome time paft, thou hadft 
withdrawn from me that fweet interior eorrefpon- 
dence which before I had only to follow. I was 
become like a poor traveller that had lofl his 
way in the night, and could find no way, path^ 
or track : But as I referve for another place the 
defeription of the terrible darknefs through which 
I palfed, I fliall here continue the thread of my 
liiftory. My hufl.iand m his return from St, 
Reink, palled by St Edm. Having now no 
children but my firft-born fon, who was often at 
the gates of death , he wiflied exceedingly for 
heirs, and prayed for them earneftly, God grant- 
ed his defire, and gave me a fecond fon. The 
(ipproach of my lying-in was a feafon of great 
confolation to me. And though in my delivery 
I had a fevere time, the lovs I had for tlie crofs 
made me look on it all with pleaiurc. I rejoiced 
becaufe nature had fu much to fuffer. Befide, 
as I was feveral weeks, after my delivery, with- 
out any one daring to fpeak to me, on account of 
my great weaknefs, it v/as a time of retreat and 
of filence, wherein I tried to indemnify m)f;!f 
for the lofs of time t had fuftained in the others, 
to pray to thee, my God, and to continue alone 
with thee. I may fiy that during the nine 
months of my pregnancy, God took a new pof- 
feflion of me, and left rae not. It v,'its a time 
of continual joy without interruption. As 1 had 
experienced many inward difficulties, weakneifeis 
and withdrawings of tfiy Love^ it was a new 
life. It fcemed as if I was already in the frui- 
tion of beatitude. But how dear did this happy 
time cod; me, fjnce it was onlv a preparative to 
a total privation of comfort for feveral years, 
without any fupport, or hope of return ! It be- 
I- 3 giin 
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gan with the death of Mrs. Ge a kcee, who had 
been ray only confolatlon vinder God . Eefore my 
letiim from St. Reine I heard (he was dettd. 

When I received this news, I confefs it was 
the raoft affliaing ftroke I had ever felt. I 
thought, had 1 been with her at her death, I 
miglit have fpoke to her, and received her lafi: 
inftruftions : But God has fo ordered it that I 
was deprived of her alliftance in almoft all my 
lofl'es, in order to render the ftrokes more pain- 
ful. Some months indeed before her dejith, it 
was fhewn to me, that though I could not fee 
her but v/ith extreme difficulty, and fiiifering for 
it, yet (he was ftill fome fiipport to me ; And 
the Lord let me know that it would be profita- 
ble for mc to be deprived of her : But at the 
time fhe died I did not think fo. It was in that 
trying fcafon when ray paths were all blocked up, 
fhe was taken from me, (lie who might have 
guided me in my lonefome and difficult road ; 
bounded as it were with precipices, and entang- 
led with briars and thorns. 

Oh adorable conduft of my God ! There 
rauft be no guide for die perfon wliom thou art 
kiding into the regions of darfcnel's and death ; 
no conduiflor for the man whom thou art deter- 
mined to deflroy, (i. e. to caufe to die totally 
to hirnfelf.) After having laved me with fo much 
mercy, O my Love ; after having led me by 
the hand in rugged paths, it feems thou wail 
bent en my delirucficn. May it not be faid 
that thou doft not fave but to deflfoy, nor go to 
leek the loft fheep, but to caiife it to be yet 
more loft ; that thou art pleafed in building 

what 
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what is demohftied, and in deraoli filing what is 
built. Thus thou wouldft overturn the temple 
built by human endeavours, with fo mtich care 
and induftiy — in order as it were miraculoufiy 
to creft a divine ftrufture — a houfe not built 
with hands eternal in the heavens.- — Oh fecrets 
of the incomprehenfible wifdom of God, un- 
known to any befides himfelf ! — Yet man, fpmng 
up only of a few days, wants to penetrate, and 
to fet bounds to it. Who is it that hath known 
the mind of the Lohd, or who hath been his 
counfellor ■■ It is a wifdom only to be known 
through death to every thing, and through the 
entire lofs of all felf 

My brother now openly (hewed his hatred for 
me. He married at Orleans, and my hufband 
had the complaifance to go to his marriage, though 
he was in a poor ftate of health, the roads bad, 
and fo covered with fnow, that we had like to 
have been overfet more than fifteen times : And 
yet, far from appearing obliged by his politenefs, 
my' brother quarrelled with him more than ever, 
and without any reafon too : and I was the butt 
of both their refentments, While I was at Or. 
leans, meeting with one whom at that time I 
thought highly of, I was too forward and free in 
fpeaking to him of fpiritual things, thinking I 
was doing well, but had a remorfe for it after- 
wards ; which I fo remembered, that I no more 
fell into the like fatiit again. How often does 
one'miftake nature for giace ! One raufl be, dead 
to one's felf, wlien fueh forv.'ardnefs comes from 
God only. 

Ok my return, my brother treated rae with 

the tUmoft contempt.: Y'et, my mind was fo 

L 9 much 
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much drawn inward, that though we had mud! 
more danger on th,e rpad than in going, I had 
no thought about myrdf, but only about my 
hufband -, fo that leeijig the coacli overturning, 
I raid, " Fear not, it is on my fide that it fails ; 
'■[ It will not hurt you." ' I believe, had all pe- 
nllied, I fhould not have been moved, my peace 
was fo profound that nothing could fljalce it. If 
theft times continiied, we fhoiild be too ftronu. 
But they now began to come but feldom, and 
were followed with long and wearifome privati- 
ons. Though fince that time my brother is 
changed for the better, and has turned on the 
fide of Gop, yet lie has neyer turned to me 
It has been by particular permiiEon of God, and 
the Gonduft of his Providence over my foul 
that has caufed hira and other rdigious perfons' 
who have perfccuted me, to think they were ren- 
dering glory to God, and doing attions of juftice 
therein, ^nd indeed what greater juftice than 
that all creatures fliould be treacherous to rae, 
and declare againft me, who have too many times 
been treacherous to Gop, arid fided with the soa- 
trary party ! 

After this there fell out a, very perplexing af- 
fair. To me it caufed great crolfes, and feemed 
defigned for nothing elfe. A certain perfon con- 
ceived fo much malice againil my hulband, that 
he was determined to ruin him if poflible. He 
found no other way to attempt it, but by enter- 
ing into a private engagement with my brother; 
by which lie obtained a pov/er tQ demand iri 
the name of Moms ! EUR, the king's brother two 
hundred thoufand livers, which he pretended to 
make appear that my btother and I owed him. 
|VIy brother jigned the proceffes, ijpop ati anuran.ce 

given 
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Pivcn him.that he fliould trot pay any thing. I think 
his ottth Engaged him in -h« he drd not ..nder- 
itand This affair fo chagrined my hufband, that 
1 have room to believe it (hortened his days. 
He was fo angry with me, though I was inno- 
cent, that he could not fpeak to me but m a 
fury. He would give me no light mto the affair, 
and I did not know in what it confifted. In the 
lieight of his tage, he faid he would not meddle 
In It, but give me up my portion, and let me 
live as I could ; with many other things ftiU 
more grating. On the other fide my brother 
would not ftir in it, nor fuffer ,t to be done. 
The day when the trial was to come on. Alter 
prayers, I felt myfelf ftrongly preffed to go to 
the judges. I was wonderfully aflilled herem, 
even fo ts to difcover and unravel all the turns 
and « ■tlfices of this affair, without kr.owmg how 
I con have been able to do it. The hrft judge 
was fo uirprized to fee the affair fo very different 
from what he had thought it before, that he hira- 
felf exhorted me to go to the <3ther judges, and 
efpeciallv to the intendant, who was juft then 
eoins to' court, and was qv.ite mirmformed about 
the matter. God enabled me to manifeft the 
truth in fo clear a light, and gave fucli power to 
my words, that the intendant thanked me tor 
having fo feafonably come to undeceive and fet 
him to rights in the affair. Had not I done this, 
he affured roe the caufe had been loft. And as 
they faw the falfehood of every article, they 
would have condemned the plaintiff to the cofts, 
Vf it had not been fo great a prince who lent 
his name to tlie officers that deceiver^ ''"''• ^^"5 
to fave the honour of the prince, they ordered 
us to pay him fifty crowns. Hereby the two 
'' ' L 4 htmdied 
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Inindred tlioiiraTid livres were reduced to only 
one hundred and fifty, My liiiftaiid was excetd- 
ingly pieaicd at what I had done : But my bro^ 
ther appeared as oiitragijous againft me, as if I 
had caufed him fome very great lofs. Thus mo- 
derately and at once ended' an affair, which had 
at firit appeared fo very weighty and alarming. 



CHAP. XXI. 

ABOUT this time I fell into a ftate of total 
privation which continued near feven years. 
1 f:cmed to m>rdi call down, as it were, from 
a throne of enjoyment, lilie Nebuchadnez^ 
ZAK, to live among beafts ; a deplorable ftate, 
yet of the greateft advantage tome, by the nfe' 
which divine wifdom made of it'. This ftate of 
emptinefs, darknefs, and impotency, - went far 
beyond any trials I had ever yet met with, I 
have experienced fmce that, the pva>er of the 
heart when it appears moft dry and barren, ne^ 
verthelefs if; not ineffiauai nor offered in vain! 
For God gives what is beft for iis, thongh not 
what we moft relift or wifh for. Oh, were peo- 
ple^ but convinced of this truth -, far from com- 
plaining all their life long, they would employ 
It only in making ufe, by a crucifi-Td faithful nefe, 
End death of tire fituation Gou brings them into' 
Hence, by catifmg tis death they would procure 
us life; for it is a wonderful thing, as all our 
happinefs, fpiritual te.Tiporal and eternal, con- 
iifts m resigning ourfdvcs to God, leaving' it to 
him to do iij us and widi tia a.5 he pleafes, and 
with fo much the more fiibmiffion, as things 
pleafe us kfs ; how, by this pure dependence 
on Ins fpirit, every thing is given us admirably : 

diir 
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Our ver,- weakneffes, in his hand, prove a fource 
of htimiliation. If the foul were faithful to leave 
itfelf in the hand of God, fuftainmg all his ae- 
rations, whether gratifying or mortifymg, fuffer- 
ing itfeif to be condutted, from moment to 
moment, by his hand, and annihilated by the 
ftrokes of bis Providence, without complaining, 
or defiring any thing befides what it has ; it 
would foon arrive, at the experience of the eter- 
nal truth, though it might not know till late the 
ways and methods by which God condufted 
it thereto. 

Bu T the misfortune is, that people want to 
direit God, inftcad of refigning themfelves to 
be direded by him. They want to fhew him 
a way inftead of paflively following that where- 
in he leads them. And from hence many louls, 
called to enjoy God himfelf, and not barely 
his gifts, fpend all their lives in running af- 
ter little confolations, and feeding on them ; reft- 
ing there only, and making all tlieir happmefs 
to confift therein. 

For you, my dear children, if my chains 
and my imprifonment any way atflia you, I 
pray that they may ferve to engage you to feek 
nothing but Goa for himfelf alone, and never to 
defire to polfcfs him but by the death of your 
whole fclves, never to feek to be fomethmg in 
the ways of the fpirit, but cliufe ye to enter in- 
to the moft profound nothingnefs. - 

I H ,\ D t.n internal ftrife, which continually 
racked me ; — two powers which appeared equal- 
ly ftrong, feemed equally to ftruggle for the 

mafi;ery within me. Oa tlie one hand, a 

defire 
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tiefire of pleafing thee, oh my God, a fear of 
offending, and a coticinual tendency of 'all my 
pov/ers to thee ;— and on the other fide, the 
view of all my inwird corruptions, die depra- 
vity of my heart, and the continual ftlrring and 
rifing of fclf ; promptitude of fpirit, and a drag- 
ging outward towards tlie creattires.^Oh what 
torPTits of tearSj^what defolations have thefe 
coft me? — Is it pnftlble, I cried, that I have 
received fo many gmccs and favoun; from Go n 
■^rmly to lofe them ; — that I have loved liim with 
fo mucli ardour, but to be eternally deprived 
of Him. — That his benefits have OK'y produ- 
ced my ingratitude,— 'his fidelity been paid by 
my infidelity ; that my heart has been emptied 
of all creatures, and created obje£ls, and filled 
with his prefence and love,— in order now to be 
wholly void of divine power, and iinly filled with 
wanderings and created objeti^s, 

I could now HO longer pray as formerly. Hea- 
ven feemed fhut to me, and I thought juftly 
too. I could get no confolation, nor make any 
complaint thereupon ; nor had I any creature on 
earth to apply to, or to wliom I might impart 
my condition. I found rayfelf baniflied from 
all beings, without finding a fupport or refuge 
in any thing. I could no more practife any 
virtue with facility -, fiich as had formerly been 
familiar to mc feemed now to have left me, 
" Alas I faid I, is it poflible that this heart, 
" formerly all on fire, fhould now become 
" like ice ?" I often thought all creatures com- 
bined againfi; rae. I.oaden with a weight of 
paft fms, and a multitude of new ones, I 
could not think Goo would ever pardon me, 
h'T looked on myfelf as a victim defigncd for 

hell. 
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hell. I would have been glad to do penances, 
to roalce ufe of prayers, pilgrimages, and vows. 
But dill whatever I tried for a reiRedy, feem- 
ed only to increafe the malady. I may fay 
that tears were my drink, and forrow my food. 
I felt in myfelf fuch a pain as I never could 
bring any to comprehend, but fuch as have ex- 
perienced it. I had within myfelf an execu- 
tioner who tortured me without refpite, Even 
when I went to church, I was not eafy there. 
To fermons I could give no attention; they 
were now of no fervice or refrelhment to me. 
I fcarce conceived or underftood any thing at 
them, or about them. Heretofore, I bad en- 
dured pain with pleafure, and rejoiced at the 
fight of danger ; but now a little of the former 
put me in a fret, and the fhadow of the latter 
threw roe into a fright. 
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AS ray ImiTiand drew near his end, his 
diftempsrs bid no intermillion. Nofoon- 
er xras he in appearaace recovered from one 
but lie feil into another. The gout, fever, gra- 
vel fucceedfd one another. He bore great pains 
with much patience, offering thera to God, and 
making a good nfe of them : Yet his anger 
tpward me increafed, bccaiife reports and fto- 
ries of me were multiplied to him, and diofe 
about him did nothing bnt vex him. He wzs 
the more fiifceptible of fuch impreffions, as his 
pains gave him a ftronger bent to vexation. 
At this, time the maid, who had ufed to tor- 
ment mc, fometimes took pity on me. She 
came to me as foon as I was gone into my 
clofct, and faid, "Come to my matter, that 
" your mother-in-law may not fpcak to him 
" any more againft yon." I pretended to be 
ignorant of it all; but he could not conceal 
his difpleafure, nor even fuffer me near him. 
My mother-in-law at the fame time kept no 
bounds. All that came to the houfe were wit- 
neifea of the ccntintial .fcoldings, which 1 vtas 
forced to bear, and which I bore with much pa- 
tience, notwithftanding my being in the condi^ 
tion I have mentioned. 

Mt hulband having, forae time before his 
deati^, iF.nifhed the building of the chapel in the 
country, wiiere we fpent a part of the fnmmer, 
I had the conveniency of hearing prayers every 
day, and of the communion ; but not daring to 
do it openly every day, the prieft priva-.ely ad- 
mitted 
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mitted nie to the commnnion. They folemni- 
yed the dedication of this httle chapd, and 
though I had already begun to enter into the 
coiidhion I have defcribed, yet when they began 
to blefs it, I felt royfelf all on a fudden in- 
wardly feized, which continued more than five 
hours, all the time of the ceremony, wlien onr 
l.QRO mads a new confecration of me to him- 
felf. 1 then f?emed to myfdf a temple confe- 
craled to him, both for time and for eternity -, 
and laid within myfelf, (fpiakhig both of the 
one and tlie cibcr) " May this temple never be 
" profaned -. May the praifcs of my God be 
" funff therein for ever !" It teemed to me at 
that time as if my prayer was granted. But 
foon all this was taken from rae, and not fo 
much iis any remembrance thereof left to cott- 
fole me. 

When I was at this country houfe, which 
was only a little place of retreat before the 
chapel was built, I retired for prayer to woods 
Eind caverns. How many times, here, has God 
preferved me from dangerous and venomous 
beafts I Sometimes, at unawares, I Icneeled up- 
on ferpents, which were tlierc in great plenty ; 
and they flei away without dohig me any 
harm. Once I happened to be alone in a lit- 
tle wood wherein was a mad bull. I had an 
antipathy for thefe animals, and th".y for me, 
to fuch a degree as to fmgle me out among 
feveral perfor.s, and 'im after me. Every one 
cried out for- fear ; but, without offering me 
the leaft hurt, lie betook himfelf to flight. If 
] could recount all the providences of God in 
my favour, it would appear wonderfu! : They 
were indeed fo frequent and fo continual, that 

I could 
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I could not but be aftonifhed at them. God 
everkftingly gives to fuch as have nothing 
wherewith to repay him. If there appears in 
the creature any fidelity or patience, it is he 
alone who gives it ; K he cea/es, for an in- 
ftant to fupport; if he feem to leave me to 
myfelf, I ceafe to be ftroiig, and find myfelf 
weaker than any other creature, [f my mife- 
ries Shew what I am, his favours fhew what he 
is, and the extreme necelTity I am under of ever 
depending on him.— But in writing I am frequent- 
ly apt to wander. 

As I grew big with my daughter, and was 
like to die, they fpared me for fome time ; for 
I was fo extremely ill that the doftors gave 
me over. At kft, after having pafled twelve 
years and four months in the croffcs of mar- 
riage, as great as polTible, except poverty which 
I never knew, though I had mucli defired ir, 
God drew me out of tliat ftate (after the man- 
ner I am going to relate) to give me ftill 
ftronger croifes to bear, and of fuch a nature 
as I had never met with before : For if you 
give attention, fir, to the life whicli you have 
ordered me to write, you wili remark tl-.atmy 
crolfes have been increaling till the prefent time, 
one being removed to give place to another to 
fucceed it, dill heavier than the former, A- 
midft the great troubles impofed upon me 
when they (aid, " I was in a mortal Cm" I 
had nobody in the world to fpeak to. I could 
have wiflied to have liad fomebody for a witnefs 
of my conduct ; but I had not any. I had no 
fuppoit, no confeiTor, no direflor, no friend, no 
counfellor. I had loft all : And after God had 
taken from iiie one after another, he with- 
drew 
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drew alfo himfelf. I remained without any 
creature ; and to complete my diftrefa, I 
iecmcd to be left without God himfelf, who 
alone conld fupport me in fuch a deeply dif- 
trelfing ftatc. 

As to my hulband, his illnefs grew every 
day more obftinate. He apprehended the ap- 
proach of death, and even vvilhed for it, fo op- 
preUive was the langui&ing life he dragged on. 
To his other ills was added, fo great a dillike 
to every fort of nouriihment, that he did not 
take any thing neceffary to fuftain life. There 
v.ras none but I that had the courage to get 
him to take what little he did. Thedoftorad- 
vil'ed him to go into the country. There for 
3 few days at Erft he feemed to be better, 
when he was fnddeniy taken with the cholic, 
3 retention of his urine, a violent fever, and 
an impofthume in his bladder. His patience 
encreafcd with his pain. I faw plainly he could 
not live long. It was a great trouble to me, 
that ray mother-in-law kept me from him as 
much as (lie could, and infufed into him fuch 
a difpleafure agaiuft me, that I was ranch a- 
fraid left he (hould die in it. I took a little 
interval of time, when fhe happened not to be 
with him^ and drawing near his bed, I kneel- 
ed down and faid to bim, " That if ever I had 
" done any thing that difpkal"d him I begged 
" his pardon, affuring him it had not been vo- 
" luntary." He appeared very much affi^fted, 
and as he was juft come out of a fovtnd deep, he 
faid to me, " It is I who beg your pardon. I did 
" not deferve you," After that time he was not 
only pleafed to fee me, but gave me advice what 
1 fhotild do after his death, not to depend on the 

peo- 
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people on whom I now depended. He was for 
eight days very refigned and patient, though, on 
account of the prevailing gangrene, he was cut 
and opend with a. lance. I fent to Paris for tlie 
moil ikUfuL furgeon : Bat when he sirrived my 
huiband was dead. 

No mortal could die in a more chrlfliian difpo- 
fition, or with more courage than he did, after 
having received tlie facrament in a manner truly 
edifying. I was not prefent when he expired ; 
for out of tendem.ers he made me retire, as 
he wiis above twenty hours without fenft, in the 
agonies of deadi. Thou didfl order, oh my God, 
that he Ihould die on Magdalen'^ eve, to fhew 
me that 1 was to be wholly thine, I renewed e- 
very year, on Magdnkn^ day, the marriage-con- 
traft which I had made to thee my Lor d : And 
I found myfelf at that time free to renew it, 
and that nioft folemnly- It was in the morning 
on the 2ift of July, 1676, that he died. Next 
day I entered into my clofet^ in which was the 
image of my dear and divine fpoufe the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I renewed my marriage con- 
trai^l, and added thereto a vow of chaftity, 
witli a promjfe to make it perpetual, if IVi. Ber- 
TOT, my director fhould permit me to do it. 
After that I was fo filled with great interior joy, 
which was fo much the more new to rae^ as; for 
a long time p&!l 1 had been plunged in, the 
deepeft bitternefs. 

As foon, aa I heard that my hivfband hsd juit 
expired, ** oh my God, I cryed, Thou haft bro- 
" ken my bonds, and I will offer to thee a facri^ 
" jfice of praifcn" After that I remained in a deep 
filencc, boih exterior and interior, quite dry and 

without 
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without any fupport. I could neither weep nor 
fpeak. My motlier-in-kw faid very fine tilings, 
and was very much commended for it by every 
one. They were offended at my filence, which 
they attributed to wont of refignation. A friar 
told me, tliac every one admired the fine afts 
which my mot!Kr-in-la^v did ; that as for me, 
they heard me fay notliing ; that I mufl: ftcrifice 
my lols to GoQ ; but I could not fay one fitigle 
word, let me ftrive as I would. 

-I WAa indeed.verymuchfpent., for tho' I was 
but ticwly delivered of my daughter, yet I at- 
tetided and fat up with my huVband four and 
twenty nights before his death. I was more than 
a.-year after, in recovering the fatigue, joined to 
my fore w^aknefs and pains both of body and of 
mind. The defsrefllon, or drynefs and ftupidity 
whidi I was in, wis fuch that I could not fay a 
word about Gon , it bore me down in fuch a 
manner, that I could hardly fp>ak. However 
I entered for fome moments into the admiration 
of thy goodnefs, di my God, wlio had rendered 
me free, exaftly on the day that I had taken thee 
for my fpoufe. I faw well that my crofles 
would not fail, fmce my mother-in-law had fur- 
vived roy hufband. Alfo I was ftill tied, in 
having two diildren given me in fo ihort 3 
time- before my h'u/band'a death ; which has 
evidently appeared tfie efFetl of divine wif- 
dom ; for had I had only my elded fon left, I 
fhould have put him to the college ; and then 
have gone into the convent of the Bimdlninej, 
and fo ftolen rayfelf from the defigns of God 
upon me. 
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I w A s willing to [how the eftecm I had for my 
hufljand, in caufing the moft magnificent fune- 
ral to be made for hiro, at my own expence, 
that had ever been feen in that country. I paid 
off the legacies he had left. My mothet-in-iaw 
violently oppofed every thing I cmild do for le- 
curing my own interefts. I had nobody to ap- 
ply to for advice or help ; for my brother would 
not give me the leaft afiftance. I was ignorant 
of affairs -. But God, who, independant of my 
natural underftanding, had always made me fit 
for every thing that pkafed hira, fupplied me 
with fuch a perfect intelligence herein, that I fuc- 
ceeded. I omitted not the leafl. punflilio, and 
was furprized that in thefe matters I (hould know 
without ever having learned. I digefted all ray 
papers, and regulated all my affairs, without the 
feaft afliftance from any one. My hulband had 
abundance of writings depofited in his hands. 
I took an exaft inventory of them, and fent them 
feverally to their owners, wliicli, without divine 
aififtance, would have been very difBeultfor ine-, 
becaufe, my hulband having been a long time 
ftck, every thing was in the gteateft confufidn. 
This gained me the reputation of a Ikilfvil wo- 
man, as well as another affair which fell out 
thus. 

A GREAT number of perfons, who had been 
at Saw for feveral years, applied to my hulband 
to fettle theit affairs. Tlio^ it was not properly 
the bufmefs of a gentleman, yet they applied to 
him, becaufe he had both underftanding and 
probity ; and as he had a love for feveral of 
thsrahe'confcnted. There were twenty adions 
one upon another, and in all twenty-two perfons 
concerned, who could not get any end put to 

their 
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their difTerences, by reafon of new incidents con. 
tinuaily falling out. My hufband charged him- 
felf with getting lawyers to examine their papers, 
but died before he couid make any procedure 
therein. After his death I fent for them to give 
them their papers ; but they would not receive 
them, begging of me that I would accommo- 
date them, and prevent their ruin. It appeared 
to me as rediculoas as impoffible to undertake an 
»ffair of fo great confcquence, and which would 
require fo long a difcuffion : Neverthekfs relying 
on the ftrength and wifdora of God, I followed 
the movement he gave me to confent thereto. 
I Ihut myfelf up about thirty days in my clofet, 
for all thefe affairs, without ever going out, but 
to mafs and meals. The arbitration being at 
length prepared, they all figned it without feeing 
it. They were all fo well fatisfied therewith, 
that they could not forbear publifhing it every 
where. It was God alone who did thofe thingsi 
for when I had no more to do with thofe affairs, 1 
knew nothing about them ; and if I now hear 
any talk of fuch things, to me it founds like 
Arabic. 

My friends, and perfons of the gteateft dif- 
tiniflion in the country, now came to advife 
me to remove from my mother-in-law : For 
tho' I never complained of her, every one knew 
her humour. 1 anfwered that I ftiotild account 
it my place and duty to ftay with her, if Ihe 
would permit me. The view that was given 
me was not to go from the crofs. Wherefore 
I refolved neither to leave my mother-in-law, nor 
put away the girl I have fpoken of. 
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I nott, Tir, yon wiSl excufe me for writing 
m fo little order. I cannot do otheiwife, on 
account of fo many different things I have to 
memian, which I can only recite as they preient 
themftlves, 



CHAP. 



XXIII. 



THIS chapter is only a detail of her inte- 
rior hardlhips and fufferings during the 
time of total privation, as alfo great part of the 
24, 2S, 26, and :J7th chapters, in' which the 
like accounts often rectir. The abridged account 
given in the sift, may fuffice on this head ; yet 
all fuch particulars, as appear worthy of frelh 
notice ih thefe chapters, (hall be recited in their 
proper order. 



sU 
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CHAP. 



XXIV. 



BEING now a widow my croffes, which one 
would have thought liiould have abated^ 
increafed. That turbulent doraeftic I have fo 
often mentioned, inftead of growing milder, now 
file depended on me, became nnore furious than 
ever In our houfe (he had amaffed a good for- 
tune, and I fettled on her^ befides, an annuity 
for the remainder of her life, for the fervices (he 
had done my huihand. She fwelled with vanity 
and haughtinefs. Having been ufed to fit up fo 
much with an invalid, fhe had taken to drink 
wine, to keep up her fplriis. It had now pafTed 
into a habit. As fhe grew aged and weak, a 
fmall matter got into her head. I tried to hide 
this fault ; but it grew to that height that it 
could not be concealed. I fpoke of it to her con* 
felTor, in order that he might try, foftly and art- 
fully, to reclaim her from it ; but inftead of pro- 
fiting by her direftor's advice, fhe was outrage- 
ous againfl me. My mother-in-law, who could 
hardly hear that fault, and had often fpo- 
ken to me about it, now joined in reproach' 
ing me, and vindicating her. This ftrange crea- 
ture, when any company came, would cry out 
with all her might, " that I had difhotioured 
" her, thrown her into defpair, and would be the 
" cauCe of her damnation, as I was taking the 
" ready courCc to my own :" Yet at this time 
Goo gave mi an unbounded patience. I an- 
iVered only with mildnsls and charity all her 
pajlionate invcftives, giving her beiides every 
poflible mark of my affeftlon. If any odier 
mai^l came to wait on me, fhn would draw her 
M 3 back 
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back in 1 rags, crying out, that " 1 hated her 
" on account of the affeaion with which Ihe 
" had ferved my hulband." When ihe had not 
a mind to come, I was obliged to fcrve tnyfdf j 
and when (he did come, it was to elude and 
make a noife. When I was very unwell, as was 
often the cafe, this git! would appear to be m 
defpair. From hence I thought it was from thee, 
oh Lord, that all this came upon me ; for with- 
out thy psrmiffion, (he was fcatce capable of 
fuch unaccountable condua. She feemed not 
fenfible of 4ny faults, but always to think her- 
felf in the right. All thofe whom thou haft made 
ufe of to caufe ms. to fuffer, thought they were 
rendering fervice to thee in fo doing. 

I WENT to Paris on purpofe to feeMonfieur 
Bbetot, wlio had been of very little fervice to 
measadireaor. Not knowing my ftate, and 
I incapable of telling him it, he grew weary of 
the charge. At length he thiew it up, and wnt 
to me to take another direftor. I made no doubt 
but God had revealed to him my wicked ftate ; 
and that defertion of me feemed a moft certain 
mark of my reprobation. This was during the 
life of my hufband. But now my renewed for 
lisitations, and his fympathy with me on my 
hu(band5 death, prevailed on him to refume my 
direaioti, which to me ftili proved of very little 
fervice. I went to Paris on purpofe to fee him. 
When there, I went rwelve or fifteen times to 
him, vnthout being able to tell him any thing of 
my condition : I told him indeed I wanted fome 
ecclefiaftic to educate ray fon, to iid him of 
hiE bad habits, and of the wrong impreflions he 
jli^d conceived againft me. He found one for 
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me, of whom he had received very good reconi- 

mendations. 

I WENT to make a * retreat with M, Bektot, 
and Mad. de C. He fpoke to me all the time 
not a quarter of an hour at mod. As he faw 
that I faid nothing to him, for indeed I knew 
not what to fay, as I had not fpoke to him of the 
favours which the Lor d had conferred on me ; 
(not from a defire to conceal them, but becaufe 
the Lord did not permit me to doit, as he had 
over me only the defigns of death) he therefore 
fpoke to fuch as he looked upon to be more ad- 
vanced in grace, and let me alone as one for 
whom there was nothing to be done. So well 
did God hide from him the fituation of my foul, 
in order to make me fuifer, that he wanted to re- 
fer me to certain confiderations, thinking I had 
not the fpirit of prayer, and that Mrs. Or A K- 
OER was miftaken in me when (he told him I 
had. I did what I could to obey him, but to 
me it was entirely impoffible. On this account 
I was difpleafed with myfelf, becaufe [ believed 
M. Bertot rather than ray own experience. 
Through this whole retreat my inclination, which 
I difcerned only by the refiftance I made to it, 
was to reft in fflence and nakednefs of thought ; 
but in the fettling of my mind therein I feared 
I was difobeying the orders of my direftor : And 
tiiis made me think that I was decayed snd fal- 
len off from grace. I kept myfelf in my ftate 
M 4 of 

* Many of the pious romanifts retire a day, a wecl:, 
or a month on fome iixed feafofirTrfeptilding themfclvcj 
inlilely from all worldly bufinefs and conneQions* in 
Arder to give up their whole time and heart to QoD 
in prayer, and this they call a retreat. 
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of nothingnefs, content with roy poor low de- 
gree of prayer^ without envying the. higher one. 
of others, which I Jtidged myfelf unworthy of. 
I would have however deftred much to do the 
will of God, and to advance more to pleafe 
him, but defpaired altogether of ever attaining 
that defirable end. 

There was, in the place where I lived, 
one whofe do^ftrine was fufpe6ted * ^ he poirelf- 
ed a dignity in the church, which obliged me 
to have a deference for him. As he preftnt- 
ly underflood how averfe I was to all who 
were fufpefted of unfoundnefs in the faith, and 
fuppoCcd that I had fome credit in that place,' 
he ufed his utraoft efforts to engage me in 
his fentiments, I anfwered him with fo much 
cleariicfs and energy, that he had not a word to 
reply. This increafed his defire to win me over, 
and in order to it to contract a friendfhip 
with me. He continued to importune me two 
years and a half. As he was very polite, of an 
obliging temper, and had a good Ihare of wit, 
I did not miftrull: him, but even conceived 3 
hope of his conveifion, in which I found my- 
felf miftakeu. I then ceafed gping near him. 
He came to enquire why he coitld fee me no 
more. At that time he was lb agreeable to my 
fick hiifband, in his afiiduities about him, that 
I could not avoid his conveffation s though I 
thought the fhorteft and beft way for me would 
be to break off all acquaintance with him, 
which I did after the death of my hulbnnd, for 
TVl, Be R TOT would not permit me to do it 
before : Therefore, when he now faw that he ' 
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could not renew it, he raifed up ftrong per- 

fecutions againft me, and ftitred up ihofe of his 
party. 

These gentlemen had at that time a method" 
imongft them, by which they foon knew who' 
were of their party, and who were oppofite. 
They fent to one another circular letters, by 
means of which, in a very little time, they 
cried me down on every fide, after a very; 
ftrange manner. Yet this gave me little trou- 
ble. I was glad of my new liberty, intend- 
ing never again to enter into an intimacy with, 
any one, which would give me fo much difScul- 
ty to break off. 

Th e inability I was now in, of doing thofe 
exterior ad\s of charity I had done before, ferved 
this perfon with a pretext to pubiilh that it was 
owing to him I had formerly done them ; and 
that, having broke off from him, I now quit- 
ted them.' "Willing to afcribe to himfelf the 
merit of what God alone, by his grace, had 
made me do^ he went fofaras to preach of me 
pubhckly, as one who had been a bright pattern' 
to the town, but was now become a fcandal to it.. 
Several times he preached very oifenfive things. 
And though 1 was prefent at thofe fermons, and' 
they were enough to weigh me down with confufi-' 
on, for they offended all that heard them ; I could ' 
not be troubled at it; for I carried in myfelf my 
own condemnation beyond utterance. I thought' 
I merited abundantly worfe than all he could fay' 
of me, and that, if all men knew me, ihey would ' 
trample me under their feet. My reputation then 
was blaftcd by the induftry of this eclefiiftic : 

He 
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He ciufetj all Cich as pafled for perfons of piety 
to declare a^ainft me. I thought he and they 
were in the right, and therefore quietly bore it 
all, Confufed like a criminal that dares not lift 
up his eyes, I looked upon the virtue of others 
with refpedt. I faw no fault in others, and no vir- 
tue in rayfeSf. When any happened to praife me 
it was like a heavy blow ftruck at me, and Ifaid 
in myfelf, " They little know my miferies, and 
" from -what ftate I have fallen." When any 
blamed me, I agreed to it, as right and juft. Na- 
ture wanted fometimes to get out of fuch an abjefl 
condition, but could not find any way : And if 
I tried to make an outward appearance of righte- 
oufnefs, by the praAice of fome good thing, my 
heart in fecret rebuked me as guilty of hypoctify, 
in wanting to appear what I was not ; and God 
did not permit that to fucceed. Oh, how excel- 
lent are the croSea of Providence ! All other crolT- 
es are of no value. 

I WAS often very ill, and in dang-r of 
death, and knew not what to do to prepare my- 
felf for it. Several perfons of piety, who had been 
accjuainted with me, writ to me about thofe things 
which the gentleman (above hinted at) fpread a- 
bout me, and I did not offer tojuftify myfelf, 
though I knew myfelf innocent of the things 
whereof they accufed me. One day being in the 
greateft defolation and ditoefs, 1 opened the New 
Teftament, and chanced to meet with thefc 
words, " My grace is fufiicient for thee, for my 
" ftrength is made perfeft in weaknefs :" Which 
for a little time gave rae fome relief 
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CHAP. XXV, 

MY God took from me all the fenlibility 
which I had for the creatures, or things 
created, even iu an inflant, as one takes off arobe, 
in fuch fort that after that time I had none for any 
whatfoever. Though he had done me that favour 
for which I can never be fufficiently grateful ; I 
was however neither more contented nor !efs con- 
fufed by it. My God feemed to be fo eftranged, 
and difpleafed with me, that there remained no- 
thing but the grief of having loll his bleffed pre- 
fence through my fatilt. The lofs of my reputa- 
tion every day increafing, (by means of that gen- 
tleman's party whom I have mentioned,) became 
more fenfibie to my heart, though I was not al- 
lowed to juftify or bewail myfelf. 

As I became always more impotent for every 
kind of exterior works, as 1 could not go to fee 
the poor, norftay at church, norpraftice prayer, 
and as I became colder towards God, in propor- 
tion as 1 was more fenfibie of my wrong fteps, al) 
this deftroyed rae the more both in ray own eyes 
»nd in thofe of others. There were in the mean 
tims fome very confiderable gentlemen who made 
propofals for roe, and even fuch perfons as accor- 
ding to the rules of fafhion ought not to think of 
me. They prefented themfelves, during the ve- 
ry depih of my outward and inward defolation. 
At f :ft it appeared to me a means of drawing me 
cut of the vexation I was in. But it feeraed to 
me then, notwithftandingmy pains of body and 
mind, that if a King had prefented himfelf to me, 
I (honld have lefufed hilJi with pieafure, to llJew 
' thee 
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thee, oh my Gob, that with al] my mifcties I was 
rcfolved tobethinealnn'j; and that itthou \votildft 
not accept of me, I fhoitld at leaft have the con- 
folation of having been faithful to thee, to the ut- 
ttio'ft of my pbwer. ' For as to my inward ftate I 
never mentioned it to any body : ! never fpoke 
thereof, nor of the fiii tors, though my mother-in- 
law would fay, " If I did not marry, it was be- 
" caufe none would have me." It was fiiflicient 
for me that thou, oh ray God, kneweft that I fa- 
crificed them to thee, (without faying a word to 
ivy body) efpecially one whofe high birth and a-' 
miiblc exterior qaalitics might have tempted both 
my vanity and inclination. Ob could I but havp 
hoped, through thofe facrifices and heavy aiJlifti- 
ons to become agreeable to thee, fuch a hope would 
have been like a change from hell to heaven. 
But fo far was I from prefuming to hope for it 
that I feared this.fea of affiiftion might alfo be fol- 
lowed by everlafting mifery, in the bfs of thee. 
I durft notdefire to enjoy thee, I only delired not 
ro offend thse. , : ,-■;• 

Iw.isforfive or fix weeks at the hft extremi-" 
ty. Ic[>iJdnot takeany noutilhrnent. A fpoon- 
ful of broth made me faint. My voice was fo gone 
that when they put their ears clofe to my mouth - 
they could fcarccly diftinguifh my w-ords. I 
threw up to the very chyle of my ftnmach. I 
could fee no hopes of falvation, yet could not be 
unwilling to dif, as ) bore a ftrong iitipreilion that 
the longer f fhould live the more I fhoitld fin. 
Of the two I thought 1 rather chofe hell than fin; 
/tU the good, whaehCoD made medo, novvieeir.-- 
edtto me evil, or full of faults. All my prayersi 
penantes, alms and charities, feejned to rife m- 
sgai'iffl-lnei and' heighten my oondciinatian. t 
-•' • thought 
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thought there appeared on the fide of God, on 
ray own, and from ail creatures, one general con- 
demnation, my confciencc was a wiinei's againfl 
me, which; I could hot appeafe ; yet what may 
Appear ftrange, the fins of my youth did not then 
give me any pain at all. They did not rife up in 
judgment,againft me, but there appeared one u- 
niverfal tcitimony agairift; all the good I had done; 
and ail .the fcntiments of evil Ihad cntertained.- 
If I went to cijnfeffors, I could tell them nothing 
of my condition; j and if I could have told them ^ 
they could 1 not have underftood it; They, 
would have regarded as eminent virtues, what, oh 
my God, thy eyes .all pure and chafte rejeitedas 
infidelity. It was then that I felt the truth of 
what thou hallfaid, Axaxihm jiidgeft mir righlemf- 
■neft. Oh how pure art thou ! AVho can compre- 
hend it ? It was then that I turned my eyes on e- 
very fide, to fee what way fuccour might comp to 
me 1 ' but my fuccour- could come no way but from, 
him who made liefcveniand s^ff''-" " As j, ftw there. 
■was no Safety fijr.rae, or fpiritual health in myftlf,- 
I entered into a fecret complacency in feeing liu, 
good in myfelf; whereon to reft, or prefume foP 
falvation. The nearer my deftiuaion ap^sared,' 
the more I found in, God him(elf, wherewith 
to augment my truft and cqnfidence, notwith- 
(landing he. feemed fo jnftly irritated sgainft. 
me. Jt feemed to me that I had in It a a s. 
Christ all that was wanting in myfelf Oh, 
Holy Jusos ! I was that hji /hitp of >k^ jHaj»/f>o/ 
Iff ad, wkm thtm 'witji corns tG fAVe : Thou wart- 
come to fa.ve her who could find no falva- 
tion out of thee. Oh ye flout and righteous- 
men! Obferve as much as ye plsafe of exccl- 
lance in what ye have done to the glory 06 
GoD- As for rae, I only glory in ray infir- 
mities, 
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mities, fince they have merited for me fueh » 
Saviour! 

All my troubles, joined to the lofs of my 
reputation, which yet was not fo great as I 
apprehended, (it being only araongft a party) 
rendered me fo unable to cat, that it feemed 
wonderful how I lived. In four days I did 
not eat as much as would make one very mo- 
derate repaft. I was obliged to keep my bed, 
througli meer weaknefs, my body being no 
longer able to fiipport the burden laid upon 
it. If I had thought, known, or heard tell, 
that there had ever been fuch a ftate as mine, 
it would have exceedingly relieved me : But 
my very pain appeared to me to be fin. Spi- 
ritual books, when I tried to read them, ail 
contributed only to augment it ^ for I faw in 
myfelf none of thofe degrees which they fet 
down. I did not fo much as comprehend them. 
And when they treated of the pains of cer- 
tain ftates, I was very far from attributing any 
of them to myfelf I faid to myfelf, " Thcfe 
** perCbns feel the pains of divine operations j 
but as to me, I fin, and feel nothing but my 
" own wicked ftate." I could have wifhed 
to fepatate the fin from the confufion of fm, 
and provided I had not offended God, all would 
have been eafy to me. 

See here a flight Iketch of my laft miferies, 
which I am glad to let you know, becaufe in 
their beginning I omitted many infidelities, hav- 
ing had too much of an earneft attachment, 
vain complaifance, unprofitable and tedious con- 
verfaiicns, tho' felf-love and nature made a 
fort of neceffity for them ; bat toward the lat- 

"■ ter 
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ter part I could not have bora a fpeech too hu- 
man, nor the leaft thing of the kind. God 
by an apparent evil purified roe from the real 
evil. Might not I then well fingwith the church, 
*' O happy fin, which has obtained fuch a Re- 
deemer for me 1" 



CHAP. XXVI. 

THE firft rehgious petfon that God made 
life of to draw me to himfelf, to whom 
(according to his defire) I writ from time to time, 
wrote to me in the depth of my diftrefs, de- 
firing me to write to him no more, fignifying 
his- difapprobation of what came from me, and 
that r difpleafed God gready. A father, a Je- 
fuit, who had eileemed me much, wrote to me 
in like manner. No doubt, it was by thy per- 
miflion, they thus contributed to compleat my 
defolation. I thanked them for their charity, 
and commended myfelf to their prayers. It 
was then fo indifferent to me to be decried 
of every body, even of the greateft faints, that 
it added but little to my pain. The pain of 
difpleafing God, and the ftrong propenflty I 
felt in myfelf to all forts of faults, caufed ftill 
ray moft lively and fenfible pain. 

I had been accuttomed from the beginning 
to drynefs and to privation *. I even preferr- 
ed 



• For ?hofe anacquainied with the Lives find Writings 

of fach deeply interior perfons as Lady GcroW, it may 

be partLciilarly neccflary, to throw in a few obferva- 

tlons on tliis paflige. Slie here treatsof thit fevere pu- 

.......,- ^ rificatjon. 
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ed it to theftate of abounding, becaufel knew 
that I muft: feek God above all. I had even, 

at 

rjfic^tipn^ which precedes the total recewaE of the {ou\ 
in GoD,^it& refturation to aU it had loft In Adam ; a 
ftate which the oJd Pmit^m called iranfformatian, which 
the Myftics commonly call, t^s unitsvejiau, which fotue 
at prefent, izxmj ihe Jiate sf fan^ifcaiion, and which, 
in the Scriptutes is aUo ekpk^ed by different appella- 
tions, and ftrongly exprcfTcdby St, Paul — The fjdlinefs 
{fthejlaifstre:if the ne;Oj mm in Christ Jesus, The 
whole ipiritiial pioce-fs, ijncluding this fiate of purifica- 
tion, is cociiprehcrtded in the following extratt from a 
late cekbtated writer. ** Ac 6rfl," lays he, *^ divine 
" grace a,£l5 upon us difFeremly, ty motives of felf- 
" inttreftj a.iid attraOis by celeftial delegation, or in- 
•* ward rferrtoYfes. It dtfcovers to us by turns, the 
*-* beauty of virtue, qr the deformity bf vice, tbe puraHi- 
" ments that attend crimesj and the pure delights that 
"..2x^ to be enjoyed in a future immorulity. Fear and 
" hope act in us altcrnact:!;?. Sometimes the foul is 
*' filled with a facTed horror Ibr its prefent flate, a bit-- 
** ter anguifh for i(s infidelities, and a true defire of 
" fatwfying divine juil ice. At other times, truthfhows 
*' i^tielf to- the mirid.with allits charms, drawa it with 
** foft fmiles and endearing carefTes, enchants us with. 
'* noble, idea'?, anj celeAial fenfations. Then we attach 
*' ourfelvcs tq the' love of virtue, by the fweetnefs that 
" actcmpiiiiies it, from n view of the recompence that' 
**■ attends it; and by the natural invinciblt:^ love of 
** happinefs. Gmcc .makes ufe ofogr natural difpo- 
** fitions r.rd faculties, to convert the foul to its fupEr* 
** natural objfi^ as beatifyimg^. "It is thus that we re- 
*^ nbunce *![ ihe^delirfions of fenfe, gather in our fcai- 
** tered^powcij that were dilperfed upon things without 
** usj and retire inro our fpiritual natures, there to f}u- 
" dy our o\yn hcsz^Sf .and be ^cq^uainted with oUrfclve&, 
'* This is true converfion, and the beginnlfig of wif- 
*' dOm.*' 

** After |hls,, grace pr'tjc^ecfe, to another operation, 
" I'efs (Jekciiablf, but more ptitifyitig. It is then we 
' '*' " ' '* difccv^f 
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at the firfl; beginnings, an inftintt of the inner- 
Bfioft of my ibul to pafg over every manner of 

thing 

*< dii'cover by degrees, all the labyrinths and windings 
*■■ of the heart, all the refined pafTions ot leif-love, its 
** ulurpatium upon the riglitsof the Deity, itsidoiairoiis 
^' complacency in its own virtues, and the fecret pride 
*' by which it referred them all to itfelf. To luirable 
** and cure it of this ipiritual f elf- attribution, by which 
** the devil's fell, crolTes from within and from without 
** bdiege it, temptations of all idndmoleft it J the ima- 
** gination fecms unhinged j the pajHons, which ic 
** thought extinguifhcd, return upon it with more vio- 
" lence than ever i all thefources of fpiritualconfokti.oii 
" are dried up. It can rejoice no more in its fubJime 
" ideas, noble fentiments, and fliining virtues. Like 
** gold purified in the Bfe> the centra! operations of di- 
"^ vine juftice and love, throws up from the bottom of 
** the Ibul to the furfacc, all its natural impurity, drof^ 
" arid corrupiio*! : All its faculties fecm darkened and 
*' depraved ; it feels for a long time its natural impo- 
" tenee, immcnfe: void, and abfolute nothingnds^ and 
" the horrible foHtLide of a foul exiled from the divine 
'* prefencc, iliat can neither take pleafure in the crea- 
** turts, nor in itfelf. 

*' Id fine, if the foul continues faithful in a total ab- 
** negation of sH outward and inward plcafnrc ; of all 
*' fpirituai and terreilrial concupifance, of all corporal 
" and ielFJli' delectation, it dies to its natural life, it 
" is evacuated of feif, elevated above felf, difengaged 
'* from felf, becomes truly regenerated, and breathes 
*' a new life hid with Christ in God, who inverts 
'^' it, dwells in it, and becomes its life, light and love. 
^* It is then tha,t it enters into the Ho L If OF Holies, 
** thst it becomes a living temple of the molt Hi^h, 
** partakesofthcToyalpriefthoodandofFersup a perpetual 
'• holocaufb cfpraife, love, and adoration, while it ptac- 
'* tifes externally all the virtues and duties of its fta- 
'* tion. The firft of thefc three operations detaches 
*' US from terrellrial objefts i the fccond difengages ua 
N " frwn 
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tl-Hng whaifoever, and to leive the gjfis to ran 
after tlie giver. But at this time my fpirit and 
lisnfes were in inch a manner ftruck^ by thy 
perminion, oli my Gou, who waft pleafed to de- 
ftroy me without mercy, that tite farther I v/ent, 
the more every thing appeared to me a itn ; even 
trofles appeared to me no more crofles but real 
faults. I thouglit I drew them all on myfelf 

by 

" from faJfc frlf-kve •■ (Hg third transfornis us into the 
** divine image." 

Now the ■worfl tonfequcncea may arlfe from our mif- 
taking the degree of our fpiritual advancement, and 
which alas too frKquently happens ; for the heart of 
man deceitful above all thingSj and prone lo feize on 
every Shadow for its own vindication, is ready to com- 
fort and flatter itfelf, on every return of colonefs and 
apathy to divlnt matters, that fuch a flate Is funilar to 
that which our author memiom in this chapter. But 
hewar^, O reader, let not rhy ccid and barren foul, 
take refuge under the plaufible fuppofition of inevita- 
ble firynefs and aridities. For if thou yet harbourefl 
one vice, one darling fecret fin, or indiilgeft one cir- 
nal appctitH^j paflion or temper ; If thou cleavefl Co 
the worlo, heapefl up riches^ or feekefl after honour 
or appkufe, if then haft not like her^ trampled iipc-n, 
and abandoned all, and perfevered for a Icrgtlj of time, 
xvhtjily a ftretch for the kingdom and glory of God, 
until a living and iutjriiale fenle of hi& divine prefencc 
abide in thee. 1 fay, if thou haft noE experienced aJI 
this, and jet £rtd thy heart in a, eold liielefs flate of 
dry tierility, attempt not to compare it, nor 6atter 
thyfelf that it is at aH fimilar tu that flrare of ra- 
dical purification, which our author defcribes in this 
ch:ipter. 

With regard to thofe HTLneflTeB and dirtra£tions, to 
which the gerjcrality of Chriftians are fubjeil, anJ 
which arlfe from infidelity, unwatchfulncfR and fin, the: 
^reader is referred ti^ the author's treacife on piavcr, 
which is fLihjcincd (o this v/ork. 
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by tny imprudent words and aftions. f was 
like thofe, who, looking through a colotrred 
glafs, behold every thing with the fame dye 
with which it is ftaincd. Had t been able to 
do any exterior aftions as formerly, or penan- 
ces for my evil, it would have relieved mej 
but, I was forbidden to do the latter, befide, 1 
gre A- fo timorous, and felt in myfelf fiicha weak' 
nefs, as made it appear impoffible for me to 
do them ; I looked on them with horror, I found 
mylelf now fo vreak and incapable of-any thing 
of the kind. 

MsTBiNtts I omit many things, both of pro- 
vidences of God in my favour, and of ni^ed 
paths through which I was obliged to pafs : 
But as I have only one general viev.-, I leave them 
in the knowledge of God only. Afterwards, 
being forfaken of my direftor, the coldnefs to- 
wards me wliich I remarked in the perlbns con- 
ducted by him, gave me no more trouble, nor 
indeed the eftrangement of all the creatures, on 
account of my inward humiliation. My brother 
alfo joined with thofe who exclaimed againft me, 
even the' he had never fccn them before. I be- 
lieve itwas God who condufted things this way, 
for my brother has worth, and undoubtedly 
thought he did well in afling thus. 

.1 WAS obliged to go about fome bufmers to 
a town where fome near relations of my mothei'- 
in-law lived. How did I find things changed 
here ! When I was there before, they entertained 
me in a moil elegant and obliging manner, 
regaling me from houfe to houfe with emula- 
tion : But now they treated me with the ut- 
moft contempt, faying, they did it to revenge 
N J what 
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^Thac I made dieir relation fuffer. As I faw the 
tiling went fo far, and that notwithftanding all 
my care and endeavours to pleafe Iiefj I had 
r.oL been able to facceed, I refolvcd to come to 
an explanation with her. I told her, " that 
" there was a current report that I treated 
" h-r ill, tho' I made it my ftudy to give her 
*' every mark of my eileem. If the report v;a5 
" true, I dcfired her to allow me to remove 
" from her ; for that I would not chufe to ftay 
" to give her pain, but only with a quite contrary 
" view." Site anfwered very coldly, " i might 
" do what I woidd ; for (he had not fpoketr a- 
" bout it, but was tefolved to live apart from 
" me." This was faitiy giving me mydifcharge, 
and i thought of takii^ my mcafures privately 
to retire. As I had not, fince my widowhood, 
made any vifits but fuch as were of pure ne- 
cefiliy, or charity, there were found too many 
difcontented fpirits, who made a party with her 
againfl me ; while Gon required of me an invio- 
lable lecrecy of all my pains, both exterior and 
Ititerior, There is nothing which makes nature 
die to much, as to iind neither f^jpport nor con- 
folariou. In lliort 1 faw myfclf obliged to go 
out, in the middle of winter, with my children 
and my daughter's nurfe. At that time there 
was no houfe empty in the town. The Bcnedic- 
litici of&ved me arj apartment in theirs. 

I WAS iiow in a great ftraiglit.; on one fids 
fearing leaft I was fhunning the crofs, on the o- 
thcr fide thinking it unreafonable to impofe my 
flay en one to whom it was only painful. B^- 
fides what I have related of his carriage, which 
KiA. contitiu-d,;^ vi'hen I, went into the country 
to tate' a' little repofc, (lie complained that I left 

hev 
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!ier alone. If I defired lier to come thither (he. 
would not. If 1 faid, " I durft not a(k her to 
" come, for fear of incommoding lier, by chang- 
" ing her bed," She replied, " It was only an 
" exoufe, becaiife I would not have her go ; 
*' and that I only went to be away from her." 
When I heard that (lie was difpleafed at my be- 
ing in the country, \. returned to the town. 
Then lite could not b;:ar to fpcalc to me, or to 
fee me. I accofted her w^ithout making as if I 
faw how file carried it ; but inftead of making 
me any anfwer, flie turned her head another way. 
I often fcnt her my coach, defning her to come 
and fpend a day in the country. " She fent it 
back empty, v/ithout any anfwer. If I palTed 
fome days there widiout fending U, flie complain- 
ed aloud. In lliort, all I did to pleafe her loured 
her, Gon fo permitting it; for lire had in the 
main a good heart, bu: was troubled with an un- 
eafy temper : And f do not fail to think mjfelf 
urtder much obligation to her. 



Beinq with her on Cbfifimas day, I faid to her 
with much affeftion. '^ My mother, on this day 
" was the King of feaa born, to bring it to us. 
" I beg peace of you in his name," I thinlc thai 
touched her, tho' lire would not let it appear. 
The Ecclefiaftic, whom I had with me at home, 
far from Itrengthening and comforting me, did 
nothing but weaken and affl-.tl me, telling me 
that I ought not to fuffcr certain things. 1 had 
riot credit enough to difcharge any domeftic, 
liowever d^'feflive or culpable. As foon as any 
of them were warned to go away, (he fided with 
dicra, and all her friends interfered in it. As S 
was ready to go off, one of rjiy mother-in-law's 
friends, a man of woith, who had always an ef- 
N g teesn 
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teem for rne, without daring to fhcw it, having 
heard jt, was ranch afraid left I ihould leave the 
town ; for the removal of my alms, lie thought, 
would be a lofs to the country. He refnlved to 
fpeak to my mother-in-law, in the foftcll man- 
ner he could ; for he knew her. After he had 
fpoken to her, ftie f?.id, " She wo\ild not put me 
" away, but if I would go (he would not hinder 
*' me." After this he came to fee me, and de- 
fired me to go and make an excufe to her, in or- 
der to cpntent her. I told him, I fhouid be wil- 
ling to make a hundred, tho' " I did not know 
" about what; that I did it continually about 
" every thing, which made her tineafy. But 
*' tha£ was not now the matter, for I made no 
" complaint of her, but thought it not proper 
" for me to continue with her, to give her pain j 
" tliat it was but juft that I fhouid contribute to 
" her eafe." However he went with me into her 
room. Then I told her " That I begged her 
" pardon, if ever I had difpleafed her in any 
'' tiling, that it liad i^ever been my intention to 
" do it ; that I defired her, before this gentle- 
" man, who was her friend, to tell me v/hereirt 
" I had given her any offence." Here God per- 
mitted, that {lie made a declaration of the truth 
in his prefence. She faid, " She was not a 
'* perfon to ftiflfer herfelf to be tiftended ; that 
" file had no other compliLint againit rae but tliat 
" I did not lave her, and that [ v/ifhed her dead." 
I anfwered her, *' That thefe thoughts were fir 
" from my heart, fo far from it, that I (houid 
" be glad, by my beft care and attendance en 
" her, to prolong her days ; that ray afiSion 
" was real, but that (he never v/ould be perfuaded 

'= to 
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" to believe it, whatever teftimonies I could 
" give, fo- long as (he hearkened to people who 
'< fpokc to her agsiinft me ; liiat llie had with 
'* her a maid, who, far from (hewing me any 
" refped, treated rae ill, fo far as to pufh liie 
" wlien fhc wanted to pafs by : She liati done it 
" at chutcli ; making me give way to her with 
" as much violence as contempt, feveral times 
" alfo in my cliaijiber grating me with her 
" words ; that I had never complained of it ; 
" becaiife fiich a temper might one day give her 
" trouble." She took the giri's part : Neverthe- 
lefs we embraced one another, and it was left 
fo. Soon after, when t was in the country, this 
raaid, having me no more to vent her chagrins 
on, behaved in fuch a manner to my mother-in- 
law as (he could not bear. She immediately 
upon it, put her out of doors. I muft fay here 
on my inother-ii)-law'5 behalf, that (lie had both 
fenfe ant) virtue, and except certain faults, which 
perfons who do not praaife prayer are liable to, 
flic had good qualities. Perhaps I eaufed croffes 
to her without intending it, and fhe to me with- 
out knowing it. I hope wiiat I write will not be 
feen by any who may be offended with it, or 
who may not be in a condition of feeing theft 
matters in Gou. 

That gentleman who had ufed me fo jll, for 
breaking oft" my acquaintance with him, among 
his penitents had one v.-lio, for affairs which be- 
tu'l her hulband, was obliged to quit the coun- 
try. Hehimfelf was accufed of the fame thing.'; 
uf which he had i'o liberally and unjuftly acculed 
me, and even of things much v.'orfe, and witli more 
noife and outcry. Tho' I well knew all this, 
God granted me the favour never to make his 
N d downfall 
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downfall the fubjcft of my difcourfe ; never to 
opfn my lips about it. On tte contiary, when 
any fpofce to me of it, I pitied him, and faid 
what I could in mitigation of his cafe. And 
God governed my heart fo well, that it never of- 
iered to go into any vain joy at feeing him over- 
taken and opprcft, with tliofe kind of evils 
which he had been fo afiiduoiis in endeavouring 
to bring upon me. And thotlgh I knew that 
my motiier-in-Iaw was informed of it all I never 
fpoke to her about it, or about the fad'confnfi- 
ons he had caufed in a certain family. I jjij 
not lay hold on the opportunity to mention any 
thmg of the wrong he had done me. I onlv an- 
fwered her m a few words without blaming bim ■ 
as God required of me fuch a filence about my 
croiTes, for more than fixteen years, that my 
lips feemed fealed in every thing that regarded 
them . ° 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

ONE day during ray htifband's life time, loaden 
with forrow, and not knowing what to do, 
I wifhed to fp;ak to a perfon of diftinftion an<i 
merit, who came often into the country, ai-A 
palled for one deeply interior. I wrote to requelt 
an opportunity with him, for that I wanted his 
mftruilion and advice ; But foon after I fek re- 
moife for it : And this voice fprung in my heart 
" Wiat, — doft thou feek for eafe, and to fhake 
" off my yoke ?" Hereupon I inftantly fcnt a note 
again to defirehim to excufe me, adding, " That 
" what I had wrote was only from /f^-iw; and 
" not neceliityi that as he knew what it was to 
be faithfiil to God, I hoped he would not dif- 
" approve my afting with this chriflian fimpli- 
" city •" Yet he refented it, which furprised me 
much, as J had conceived a high idea of his vir- 
tue. Virtues he has, but ftich as are full of the 
life and ailivities of nature, and unacquainted 
with the paths of morrifieation and death. Thou 
oh tny God hall been my condndtor even in thefe 
paths, as with admiration I have difcovered fmce 
they are pall. Bleffed be thy Name for ever. lam 
obliged to beat diis teftimony to thy goodncfs. 

Eefoke I continue my narration, I inufc add 
one remark, which the LaR d gave me to make 
upon the way by which he, in his goodnefs, v,-as 
pleafed to conduS me; v/hich is, that this ob- 
fcurepath is the furefl to moriify the foul, as it 
leaves it not any prop to lean upon for fupporr. 
Though it has no application to any particular 
ftate of Jesus Christ : yet, at its coming out, 
if finds itfelf clothed with all his difpofitions and 

divine 
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divine ftaCes, having truly put on Ch s i s t. 'I lie 
impure and felRili foul, is hereby p;:rifi£cl, as 
gold in the furnace. Full of its own judgment, 
and its own will before, but now obeys lite i 
child, and finds rto other will in itfelf. Before, 
it would have coniefted for a trifle : Now it yields 
at firft, not with reluftance and pain, by way 
of praftifing virtue, but as it were naturally. 
Its own \'ices are vanillied. This creature lb 
vain before now loves nothing but poverty, lit- 
tlenefs and humiliation. It preferred itfelf above 
every body, now every body above itfelf, having 
a boundkfs charity for its neighbour, to bear 
with his faults and weakneffes, in order to win 
him by love, which befcire it could not do but 
with very great conftraint. The rage of the wolf 
is changed to the meeknefs of the larob. 

During all the time of my experiencing ray 
miferies and my deep trials, I went after no fine 
lights or recreations. When others went, I flay- 
ed at home. I wanted to fee and knov/ nothing 
but Jesus Christ. My clofet was my only 
diverfion. Even when the queen was nc^r me, 
whom 1 had never feen, and whom 1 had denre 
enough to fee ; I had only to open my eyes, and 
look out, to fee her ; yet did not do it. I had 
been fond of hearing others fing : And yet 1 was 
once four days with one who palTed for the fineil 
voice in the world, without ever defirjngher to 
fing ; which ftirprized her, becaufe flie was not 
ignormt that, knowing her name, [ mull know 
the charming excellence of her voice. However, 
I committed fome infidelities, in enquiring what 
others faidof me by way of blame. Im-t with 
one who told me every thing. And though I 
Ihewed nothing of it, it ferved only to mortify 

me. 
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me, as I faw I was yet too irsuch alive to felf, 
and tliat ftlf-lms and nature had put me upon 
this enquiry, 

I sHcuLD never be able to esprefs the num- 
ber of my miferies ; but they are fo vaftly fur- 
mounted by the favours of God^ and fo fwal- 
lowcd up in thefe that I can fee them no more. 
One of the things which gave me mod pain In 
the feven years I have fpoken of, efpecially the 
five laft, was fo ftrange a fol!y of my imagina- 
tion tltat it gave rae no reft. My fenfes bore it 
company in fuch fort that I could no more (hut 
my eyes at church ; And thus having all the gates 
and avenues open, I was like a vineyard expofed, 
becaufe the hedges which the father of the family 
had planted were torn away. I faw then every 
one that can-.e and went, and every thing that 
palTed in the church. For the fame force, which 
had drawn me inward to recolleftion, fecmed 
to pufh me outward to dilBpation, 

LoADEK with miferies of all fotts, weighed 
down with opprellions, and cruflied under conti- 
nual crolTcE, ! thought of nothing elfe but ending 
my days thus. There remained in me not the 
leail hope of ever emerging out of fo diftreifing 
a (late : But notwithftand mg i thought I had 
loft grace for ever, and the faSvation which it 
merits for us, I longed at leaft to do what I could 
for God, the' I feared I (hould never love him ; 
and feeing the happy (late from whence I had 
fallen. ! wilhed in gratitude to ferve him, thougli 
J looked on rayfelf as a viftim doomed to def- 
truilion. Sometimes the view of that happy 
piiiod caufed fecret defires to fpring up in my 

h"art. 
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heart, of recovering it again 5 but Iwas inftant]'/' 
rejefted and thrown back into the depth of the 
abyfs, from whence I could fcarcely titter a Ti^li i 
I judged myfelf to be in a ftate wliich v;as due 
to unfaithful fouls. I feetned, oh my' God, as 
if I was for ever c a ft off from thy regard, and 
from that of all creatures. By degrees my ftate 
ceafed to be painful. ! became even infenllble 
to it, and roy infenfibility feemed like the final 
hardening of my reprobation. My coldnefs ap- 
peared to me a mortal coldnefs. And it was truly 
fo, oh my God, fincc I thus died to felf, in order 
to live wholly in thee, and in thy piccioiis love, 
as I am going to relate. 

To refurae then my hiftory, a fervant of mine 
wanted tobccome, a Barnabite. I wroteabout 
it to Father de la Mothe ; he anfwered me, 
iJiat I miift addrefs Father la Ccmbi!, who was 
then the fupcrior of the Barmaoites of To- 
JTQK. That obliged me to write to him. I had 
always preferv^ed fecret refpeft and eflee.m for 
him, as one under "grace. I was glad of this 
opportunity of retrommending myfelf to his pray- 
ers- I wrote to him about my fail from the 
grace of God, and that I had reqitited his fa- 
vours witii the blackefl ingratitude ; that I was 
mifetable, and a fubjeft wortiiy of companion i 
and that, far from having advanced towards 
God, I was become entirely alienated from him. 
He anfwered me in fuch a maimer, as if he had 
known, by a fupernatural liglit, notwithflanding 
the frightful defcription I had given of myfelf, 
that my condition was of grace. But I could 
not then believe it. 
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In the midft of my mifcries " Genev a came 
into my mind, in a fingular manner, \i'hieh caiif- 
cd me many fears. "~What, faid I, to complcat 
" my reprobation, dial I I go to fuch an excefs 
" of impiety, as to quit the faith through apof- 
" tafy? (The inhabitants of Gesteva being ge- 
" nerally Protellants or Cahinifts.) Am I tlien 
" about quitting that church, for which I would 
" give a thoufand lives i" Or, flrall I ever depart 
" from that faith which I would even wi(h to 
" feal with mv blood ?" I had fuch a diftruft 
of myfelf, that.I durft hope for nothing, hut had 
a thoufand reafoits for fear, after the experience 
I had of my weaknefs. Neverthelefs the letter, 
which 1 had received from Father i.a Combb, 
in which he wrote me an account of his prefent 
difpofition, fomewhat fimilar to mine, had fuch 
an effeiS, as to reftore peace and calmnefs to ray 
mind. I felt myfelf inwardly united to him, as 
to a peribn of great fidelity to the grace of God . 
Afterwards a woman appeared to me in a dream 
to be come down from Heaven, to tell me that 
GpD demanded me at Geneva. 

About eight or ten days before Magdalen'.^ 
day, 1680, it came into my mind to write to fa- 
ther r,A Combe, and to requell him, if he re- 
ceived my letter before that day, to pray par- 

* Gesi^va, acity of Savoy, and capital of the ter- 
ritorv of Geneva ; it is fituatetl near tlie confines of 
Fraricc and Swjt/.crlantl on tha river Rhone, at the 
weft end of the fitnioa^ lake of Geneva, and is the 
great retort of the Calvinitts from France, and other 
nations for education, it having been the place of Cal- 
vin's reCdence, and his dlfciple^ having had the dominion 
of that city ever fmee, 

tlculariy 
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ticularly for me. And it was fo ordered, contrary 
even to my cxpeftations, that he received my letter 
on St. Macb.ilen's eve, and when praying for 
me the next day, it wis faid to him, thrice over, 
with much power, " Ye (hall both dwell in one 
" and the fame place." he was very much fur- 
prized, as he never had received interior words 
before. I believe, oh my God, that that has 
been much more verified, both in our inward 
fenfe and experience, and in the fame crucifying 
adventures which have befallen us, pretty mnch 
alike ; and in tliy felf, who art our dwelling, 
dian in any temporal abode: For, though I 
have been for fomc time in the fame country 
with him, and thy Providence has furnifhed us 
with fome opportunities of being together, yet it 
appears to mc, that it is much more verified in 
the former, as we both have had the like experi- 
ence of Jesus Christ crucified. 
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ON that happy Magdalen's day, my foul was 
psrfeflly delivered from all it's pains, It 
had already begun fmce the receipt of the firft 
letter from Father La Combe, to recover a new 
life ; It v/as then indeed only like tliat of a dead 
perfon raifed, tho' not yet unbound from his 
grave.'clothes ; But on this day I was, as it were, 
in psrfett life, and fet wholly at liberty. I then 
found myfelf as much raifed above nature, as be- 
fore I had been depreifed under irs burden. 1 
was inesprelfibiy overjoyed to find him, wliom I 
thought I had loft for ever, returned to me again 
with unfpeakable magnificence and purity. It was 
then, oh my God, that I found again in tliee with 
new advantages, in an ineffable manner, ail I had 
been deprived of: And the peace I now polTefled 
was all holy, heavenly and inexprefiiblc ^ all ! had 
enjoyed before was only a peace, the gift of God, 
but now 1 received and polfeded the God of 
Peace ; yet the remembrance of my paft mi- 
fery, Hill brought ct fear upon me, left nature 
fhould find means to take to itfelf any part 
therein. As foon as it wanted to fee or tafte 
any thing, the fpirit ever watchful crolTed and 
repelled it. I was far from elevating m)'felf 
then, or sitributing to myfelf any thing of this 
new ftate ; For ray experience made me fenfibls 
wliat I was. 
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[ HOPED I fliould enjoy this happy ftate for 
some time, but little did t think my happinefs 
(b great and immutable as it was. If one may 
judge of a good by the trouble which precedes 
it, I leave mine to be judged of, by the forrows 

I had 
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I had undergone before my attaining to it, Thf* 
Apoftle Paul tdls ns, that " the furTerings of 
" thishfc are not to bs compared wlih the glory 
" tliat is prepared for liS," How true iii that 
even of this life ? One day of ihis happinefs 
was worth more than years af fuffejing. ft was 
indeed at that lime well worth all I had under- 
gone, though it was then only dawning, an 
alacrity for doing good! was reftored to me, 
^eater than ever. It itemed to be all quiet, free 
and natural to me. At the beginning this liberty 
was leHi estenfive j but as I advanced it grew 
ftill gr^^ater. I had occafion to fee Mon. Be p. tot 
for a few moments, and jufttold him, 1 thought 
my ftate much changed, having fcatce time to 
tell him any more. He feeming attentive to 
fomethirig dfe^anrwered, " No," 1 believed him ; 
for grace tatight me to prefer the judgment of 
otht^rs, and rather believe themi than my o^.vn 
rvpinions or experience. This did not give me 
any kind of trouble ; for every ftate feemed e- 
qiially indifferent fo 1 had the favour of God. 
I felt a kind of beatittide, every day incrcaf- 
ing in me. I did all forts of good, without fel- 
iifhnefs, or premeditation. Whenever a ftif re- 
fieftive thought was prcfented to my mind, it 
was inftandy rejected, and as it were a currain 
in the foul drawn before it. My imagination was 
ktpt fo fixed, that I had now very little trouble 
on that head. I wondered at the cleamefs of 
my mind and purity of my whole heart. 

I RECEcvED a kttcr from Father laCombe, 
wherein he wrote that God had difcovered to him 
that he had great defigns in regard to me, " Let 
'^ them be, then /aid I to myfelf\ either of juf- 
*' tice or metcy, all i^ equal to me." T ftiU had 

Geneva 
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GcMva deeply at heart ; but faid nothing of it 
to any botiy, waiting for God to make known 
to mehis all-powerful will, and fearing left any 
ftratftgem of the devil might be concealed therein, 
that might lend to draw me out of my proper 
place, or ileal me out of my condition. The more 
I faw my uWn mlfery, incapacity and nothingtiefs. 
the plainer it appeared that they rendered me fitter 
for the defigna of God, whatever they might be, 
" Oh my Lord, faid T, take the weak and the 
" wretched to do thy works, that thou mayeft 
'■'■ have all the glory of them^ and that man may 
'' attribute nothing of them to himfelf. If thou 
" fhouldeft take a perfon of eminence and grear 
" talents^ one might attribute to him fomcthing 
*' thereof : But if tliOti takeft me, it will be 
" manifell that thou alone art the author of 
" whatever good fliall be done," I continued 
quiet in my fpirit, leaving the whole affair to 
God, being fatisfied, if he fhould require any 
thing of me^ that he would furnifh me with the 
means of performing it. I Ijeld myfelf in rea- 
dinefs with a full refohition to execute his orders, 
when ever lie (liould make them known, though 
iit were to the laying down of my life, I was 
releafed from all croifes I refumed my care of 
the fick, and drelllng of wounds. And Goo 
gave me to cure the moft defperate. When fur- 
geons could do no more, or were going to ctJt 
oiT limbs, jt was then that God made me cure 
them. 



Oh the joy that accompanied me every wlieic^ 
fmding fliil, him who had united me to himfelf, 
in his own iram'^nhty and bonndlefs vaftiiude ! 
Oh how truly did I experience what he faid in 
the Gofpelj by i!ie fonr Evangeliftfi, and by one 
O of 
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" of them t\vite bver, ** Whofoever will lole his 
" life for my fake Ihall find it ; and whoibever 
" -v-ill fave his life ?hall lofe it." 

WheW I !iad loft all created Supports, and 
even divine Ones, 1 then found myfelf happily 
compelled to fall into the pure divine, and to 
fall into it, through all thofe very things which 
ftemed to remove me further from it. In Ibfmg 
3,11 the gifts; with ail their fupports, I found the 
GiVEK. Tit lo{ing the fenfe and pf^rceptibn of 
thee in myfslf— I foiiftd thee, oh my God, to 
lofe thee no more in thyfelf, in thy own immu- 
tability. Oh poor creaturtSj who pafs along all 
your time in feeding on the gifts of God, and 
■ftdnk therein to be the tnoft favoured and hap- 
py, haw I pity you if yon flop here, (hort of 
the true reft, and Ceafe to go forward to God 
himftlf, through the refignation of thofe very 
gifts v.'h'(ch you now deliglit in.— How many 
pafs all their lives this way, and tliink highly 
of themfeWes therein ! There are others who be- 
ing called of Gob to die to themfelves, yet pafs 
all their time in a. dying life, and in inward agrn 
nies, v.ithont ever enffiring into God, through 
denith and a total !ofs of felf, becaufe they are 
always willing to retain fomeEhing under phii- 
fible prereKLE, and fo nt-ver lofe themfelves to 
the whole extent of the deligns of God. Where-, 
fore they never enjoy God in all his fulncfs ; 
which is a lofs that cannot perfectly be known 
till another life, 

Oh rtiy !_a)H,d, what happinefs did not I large-^ 
ly tafte in my lohtude^ and with my little fami- 
ly, where nothing interrupted my tranquility! 
As I was in the country, and the llender age of 

rpy 
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my children did not require my apphcition too 
much, they being in good hands, 1 rtcired a ^r^at 
part of the day into a wood, where I paCed as 
many days of hiippinefs as I had had montlis of 
fon-ow. Thou oh my God , dealt by me as by thv 
fei-van: Job^ rendering me double fcr all thou 
hftdfl: taken from me, and delivering me from 
all my crolTcE. Thou gavefl: me a rnarvellous 
facility to fatisfy every one. What was futiin^- 
ing now, was that my mother-in-law, who had 
ever been complaining of me, without ray doing 
any thing more than ufual to pleafe her, dcclarf^ 
now nnne could be better fatlsfied with me than 
fht was. Such as before bad cried me down the 
mo^, now teftiBcd their forrow for it, and be- 
came full of my praifnTE. My reputation was 
tflabliflied with much more adramage^ in pro- 
portion as it had appeared to be loft. I remained 
m an entire peace, js well without as within. It 
ieemed to me that my foul was become like that 
new Jemfalsm^ fpoken of in the /^focahpfc^ pre- 
pared tis a hrMs for hr bujband, md where Ikure 
is m more fsrrGw, w Jighing. I had a pinfeift 
indifference to every thing that ia here^ and an 
union fo great with the good will of God, that 
my own will feemed to be intirely loft- Mv 
foul could not incline itfelf on one fide or other^ 
fmce that another will bad taken place of its own^ 
but only nourifhed itfelf with the daily provi- 
dences of God. It now found a will all divine, 
which yet was fo natnral and eafy to it, that it 
found itfelf infinitely more fi'ee in this than ever 
it had b^^n in its own. 



These difpofidons have ftlH fubfifted, and 

itill grown Wronger, and more perfed even to 

rhis hour, I could neither defire one thing nor 

O a anotheEj, 
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another, but was content with whatever fell out, 
vrtthou: making any rcfleaion thereupon, or giv- 
ing any attention thereto, except when any in 
the honfe afkcd ms, " Will you have this, ot 
" that i" And then I was fijrprized to find that 
there was nothing left sn me which conld defire 
or chiife. I was as if every thing, of fmaller 
matters, quite difappeared, a higher power hav- 
ing taken up and filled all their room. I even 
perceived no more that foul which he hsd former- 
ly condufted by his crook and his ftaff, becaufe 
now he alone appeared to me, my foul having 
given up its place to him, It feemed to me, as 
if it was wholly and altogether paffed into its 
Cod, to make but one and the fame thing with 
him i even as a little drop of water, caft into 
the fea, receives the qualities of the fea. Oh u- 
nion of unity, demanded of God by Jesus 
Cueist for men, and merited by him. How 
ftrong is this in a foul that is become loft in its 
God ! After the confummation of this divine unity, 
the foul remains hfd isitb Cir R t s t in God , This 
happy lofs is not like thofe tianfient ones, which 
extafy operates, which are rather an abforbment 
than union, for the foul afterwards finds ilfelf 
again with all its own difpofitions. But here (he 
feels that prayer fulfilled-— John xvii. a i . I'bat 
they ail may be o?ts as Ibou father art tn me.^ an4 
I in tbte ; the,! they alfo may be one in xs. 
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CHAP. 



XXIX. 



I WAS obliged to go to Paris about fome 
buGnefs. Having entered into a church, 
that was very dark, I went up to the firft con- 
feflbr I found, whom 1 did not know, not have 
ever fcen fince. I made a fimple and Ihort can-= 
feilion ; but to the confelFor himfelf I faid not 
a word. He furptiied me much in faying, " I 
" know not who you are, whether maid, wife of 
"■ widow ; but I feeJ a ftrong inward motion to 
" exhort you to do what the Lord has made 
" known to you, that he requires of you, I 
" have nothing elfe to fay." I anfwered him, 
" Father, I am a widow who have little children. 
" What elfe could God require of me, but to 
" take due care of them in their education?" 
He replied, " I know nothing about this. You 
" know if God manifefts to you that he requires 
" fomething of you ; tliere is nothing in the 
" world which ought to hinder you from doing 
" his will. One miifl; leave one's children to do 
" that." This furprized me much. However, 
I told him nothing of what I felt for Geneva, 
I difpofed myfelf fubmiHively to quit every thin" 
if God required it of Ms. I did not look upon 
it a good I flfpired to, or a virtue I hoped to ac- 
quire, or as any thing extraordinary, or as an aft 
that would merit fame return on God's part ; but 
only gave myfelf up to be fed in the way of my 
duty, whatever it might be, feeling no diftinc- 
tion 'Between my own will and the will of God 
in me. 



O3 
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In this difpofition, I lived v.ith my family in 
the gi-eatefl: tranquility until one of my friends, 
had a great ckfire to go on n million to St- 
AM. He lived twenty leagues from my lioufe. 
As lie was ready fo make a vow to this fws- 
poC", he fouiid hirafelf ftopped and an impulfe Ijo 
com' to fpcak to me. He came immediately, 
and as be had fome rcluftaiicc to declare his. 
ir.ind to tae, he went to read prayers in my chap- 
pel, hoping God would be fatisficd with his mak- 
ing the vow, but as Ik was performing divine 
fen'ici; in my hearing, he was (topped again. 
Wiereupon he left the chapel to come to fpeak 
to mi. He then told me his intention. 

Thou GH I had jio thought of faying any thing 
pofitive to him on that head, I felt an imprefliott 
in my foul to relate to him my cale, and the idea 
I had had of a long time pad for GENtiVA. I 
told him a dream I had had, whicli appeared to 
nie fuperuatural, and had reference hereto : And 
v,'hcn t had done, I felt a ftrong impulfe to fay 
to him, " Yoii muft go to Si A M . You mufi; 
" fcrvB me in this affair. It is for that end 
" God has fent you hither ; I defue yon to give 
" nic yoiu" advice." After three days having 
conftdered the matti^r, and confulted Got> in it, he 
told me that he believed I was to go thither ; but 
!i> b3 the better alfurcd of it, it would be needful 
tji fee the Bifhop of Geneva; that If he ap- 
proved of ray defign, it would be a fign that it 
was from God ; if not, I muft drop it. I feli 
in with his fentiment. He then offered to go to 
Anmec Y*, to fpeak to the Billiop, and to bring 

me 

* AyNECV, a city iiluate on aiake of the famcraTile, 
JO miles foath of Geskv a. In iWs cily wi5 the rcR' 
deuce of tlif Bifiiop of Geseva. 
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me a faithful acsount of what they [hould agree 
Qn together. Ashe was advanced in years, wo 
were deliberating what way he could take fo long 
a journey, when there came two travellers, who 
told us the Eifhop was at Paris. This 1 looked 
on as an extraordinary providence. He advifed 
roe to write to Father La Combe, and recommend 
tlie affair to his prayers, as he was in that coun- 
try. He then (poke to the bithop at Paris ; and 
I, having occafion tp go tliither, fpoke to him 
alfo. 

I TOLD him, " that my defign was to go 
" into the country, to employ there my fub- 
" fiance, to ereft an eliablilhment for all fijch 
" as (hould be willing truly to ferve God, and to 
" give themfelves unto him without referve ; and 
" that many of the feivants of God had encoii- 
" raged me thereto." The bifhop approved of 
the defign. He faid, " there were new Gatho- 
llcks going to eftablifh themfelves atGcx*, and 
that it was a providential thing. I anfwered him, 
" that I had no vocation forGisx, but for Gs.- 
" K E V A ." He fald, " I might go from thence 
to that city. 

I THODOKT this was a way which divine Pro- 
vidence had opened, for my taking this journey 
with the lefs difficulty. And as I yet knew no- 
thing pofitive of what Goo would require at my 
hand, I was not willing to oppofe any thing. 
" Who knows, faid !, but the will of Gop is on' 
" ly that I (hould contribute to this eftabhlh- 
" ment >" 

* &E1C, a tftwn of FraKce^ ) miles narth-welb of 
Gessva. 

O 4 I WENT 
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I wtKT to fee the priorefs of the new catha-- 
licks at Paris. She feemcd much rejoiced, and 
aSured me flic would gkdly join me. As (\k is 
a great fervant of GoO, this confivmed me; For 
when I could refi-a a little, which was but fel- 
dom I thought God would make choice of her 
for het virtue, and ffie for my woildlyfubfiance -, 
for when I iuadvcttafitly looked atmyfelf, I could 
not think. Gob would make ufe of me ; But when 
.( faw die things inOoD, then 1 perceived the more 
1 was nothing, the fitter I was for his defigns. 
As 1 faw nothing in myfelf extraordinary, as I 
looked on myfelf in the loweft ftagc of perfeftion, 
and imagined that an extraordinary degree of m- 
fpiration was neceffary for extraordinary defigns, 
this made me hefitate, and fear deception. I did 
not yet (iifficiently comprehend, that to follow, 
ftep by ftep, the guidance of divine Providence 
was the gteateft and pureft light. It was not 
that 1 was in fear of any thing, as to roy per- 
feftion and ftlvation wliich I had referred to God ; 
but I was afraid of not doing his will by be- 
ingtoo ardent and hafty in doing it. I went to 
confnlt Father Cl A UDii Martin. At that time 
he gave me no decifive anfwer, demanding time 
for praying about it i faying he would write to 
me what fliould appear to him to be the will of 
GoS concerning me. 

I found it bard to' get to fpeak toM. Bbrtot, 
both on account ofliis being diificult of accefs, 
and of my knowing how he condemned things 
extraordinary, or out of the common road, belide 
his never having given me the leaft help ui re- 
t-ard to my inward leadings ; Yet, being my di- 
redor, I ftibmitted, as;ainft my own views oi; 
uidgment, to what he faid, laying down all my 
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own experiencEa when duty required me to be- 
lieve and obey. I thought however, that in an 
affair of this importance, I ought to addrefs my- 
felf to him, and prefer his fenfe of the matter to 
that of every one befide, perfuaded he would in- 
fallibly tell me the will of God. I went to him 
then, and he told me that ray defign was of Gob, 
and that he had had a fenfe given him of God for 
ibme time pall, that he required fomething of 
me. I therefore returned home to fet every thing 
in order. I loved my children much, having 
had great fatisfaiS-ion in being with them, but re- 
figned all to God to follow his will. 

IDivers tither circumflances Jhe recites, and prs- 
videiitial Jigns cmtuffiiig to confirm her herein, of 
•which thojs here given, and ihnfe -which folhw may 
hefuftcieKt, as it might be tedious to the reader to 
go through every minute farticular.'\ 

At my return from Paris, I left myfelf in the 
hands of Goo, refolved not to take any ftep, 
either to make die thing fucceed or to hinder it, 
cither to advance or retard it, but fingly to move 
as he (hould be plea&d to direft me. I had myf- 
teiious dreams, which portended nothing but 
croifes, perfeeutions and affiiftions. My heart 
fubmitted to whatever it fliould picafe God to 
ordain, I had one which was very fignificant. 

Being employed in fome ncceffary work, I 
faw near me a little animal which appeared to be 
dead. This animal I took to be the envy of fome 
perfons, which Teemed to have been dead for 
lonrte time. I took it up, and as I faw it ftrove 
hard to bite me, and that it magnified to the view 
of the eye, I caft it away ; but found thereupon 

that 
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that it filled my fingers with fharp-pointed pric- 
kles like needles. I came to one of my acquaint- 
ance to get him to take tlicni out ; but lie pufhed 
them deeper in, and left me fo, till a charitable 
prieft, of great merit, (whofe countenance is (lill 
prefent with rae, though I have not yet feen him, 
but believe I (hall before I die) took this animal 
up with a pair of pincers. As foon as he held it 
faft, thofe iharp prickle.? fell off, of therafelves. 
Then I found that 1 eafily entered into a place, 
which before had feemed inacceffible. And tho' 
the niirc was up to ray girdle, in my way to a de- 
ferred ckirch, 1 went ovei it, without getting any 
dirt. It will be eafy to fee in the fcquel what this 
fignified. 

Doubtless you will wonder that I,^ who 
make fo little account of things extraordinary, 
relate dreams. I do it for two reafons ; lirft, 
out of fidelity, having promifed to omit no- 
thing of what (liQuld come into my mind ; 
fecondiy, becaufe it is the method Got> makes 
ufe of to communicate himfelf to faithful foiils, 
to give diem foretokens of things to come, which 
concern them. Thus myftcrioiis dreams are 
found in many places of the holy fcriptures. Tliey 
have fmgular properties, as 

ift To leave a certainty that they are rayfte- 
lious,' and will have their cEfeft in dieir feafon ; 

2d, To be hardly ever effaced out of the mv.- 
moryl though one forgets all others ; 

^d To redouble the certainty of their truth 
every time one tliinka of them ; and 

4th, 
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4tl!. They generally leave a certain tinftion, 
a (iivuie fenfe or favour at one's waking. I 
received ktters from fundry religious perfons, 
foiD^ of whom lived far from me, and from 
oi&a anQthcr, relating to my going forth in the 
fervice of Goo, and foir.e of them to Geneva in 
particular, in fuch a manner as furprized me. 
One of th.em intimated that I mult there bear 
the crofs and be perfeciited ; and another of 
them that I fliould be eyes to the blind, feet 
io the lame, and arms to the maimed. 



The ecclefiaftic, or chaplain, of our houfa 
was much afraid left I was under a deiuiion ; But 
wisat, at that time greatly confirmed me was 
that Father Claude Martin, whom I mentioned 
above, v/tit to me that, after many prayers, 
God had given him to know that he requirecl 
m^: atG^NitvA, and to make a free facrifice 
of every thing to him, I anfwercd him, " that 
" perhaps God required of me nothing more 
" than a fum of money to affift in a founda- 
" tion which wis going to be eftablifhed there," 
He replied, that God had made him know that 
he wanted not my worldly fubftance but my- 
lelf. At the very fame time v/ith this letter 
I received on- from Father la. Comee, who writ 
t.j rae that God had given him a certainty, as 
he had done to feveral of his good and faith- 
lul fervants and hand^maids, diat he wanted me 
at Geneva. The writers of thefe two letters 
hved above a hundred and fifty leagues from 
each other ; and yet both writ the fame thing. 
I could not but be fomewhat furprized to re- 
ceive at the fame time two letters fo cxaft ly a- 
like, from two perfons living fo far diitant from 
each other. 

As 
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As foon as I became fully coni'lnced of its 
being the will of God, and faw nothing on 
earth capable of detaining me, my fenfes had 
fome pain about leaving my children. And 
upon reflecting thereon a doubt feized my mind. 
Oh my God ! Had I refted on myfclf, or on the 
creatures, I Hiouid have revolted ; and, as we 
read in the fcriptures, teansd on a broken reed^ 
•whuh "would batjs fiircsd my hand. Eut relying on 
thee alone, what needed I to fear? I refolved 
then to go as a fool, regardlefs of the fenfraes of 
fiich as iinderftand not what it is to be a fervant 
of God, and to receive and obey his orders. E 
firmly believed that he, by his Providence, would 
furnilb the means neceflary for the edtication of 
my children; and that in pure faith. I put every 
thing by degrees in order, God alone being my 
snide. 



CHAP. XXX. 

WH E L S T Providence, on the one hand, 
appointed ray forfaking all things, it 
feemcd on the other to make my chains the 
ilronger, and my feparation the more blamea- 
ble ; for none could receive ftronger marks of 
affeftior. from an own mother than thofe which I 
received at this time from my mother-in-law ; 
even the hall ficknefs which befell mc made 
her v^ery tineafy : She faid, " file had a vene- 
ration for my virtue." I believe what contri- 
buted not a little to this change was, that flie had 
beard from one or other, that three f^erfon^ had 
olfered fuit to me, and that I refufed them, tho' 
their fortune and quality was quite faperior to 
mine. She renirmbercd how Ihe had -jpbraided 

me 
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me on this head, and I anfwered her not a word, 
whereby fhe might underftand that it tlepended 
only on myfeK to inarry to advantage. She be- 
gan to fear lead fuch rigorous treatment, a a hers 
had been toward me, ra)ght excite roe to deliver 
myfclf, by fiich means, with honour from her ty- 
ranny, and was fenfible what damage that might 
be to my children. So fhe was now very tender 
to me on every occafion. 

[fell e.tttemely ill. I thought that Goo had 
accepted of ray wiliingnefs to facriEce all to him, 
and required that of my life. During this 
illnefs, my mother-in-law went not from mv 
bed-fide ; her many tears proved the fmcerity cif 
her affeiftion. I was very much affeited at it, 
and thought I loved her as my true mother How 
then (liould ! leave her now, being fo far ad- 
vanced in age ? The maid, who till then had 
been rny plague, took an inconceivable friend- 
fliip for me. "she praifed me every where, ex- 
tolling my virtue to the highefl. ; and ferved ras 
with extraordinary refpeft. She begged pardon 
for all tiiat (be had made me fuPfer, and died of 
grief after my departure- 

Therf. was a priefl: of merit, an inward man, 
who had fallen in with a temptation of taking on 
him an employ which I was ienfible God did not 
call him to ; and therefore, fearing it might be 
a fnarc to him, I advifed Siim^ againft it. He 
promifed me he would not, and yet accepted of 
it ., he then avoided me, joined fecretiy in ca- 
lumniating me, gradually fell away from grace, 
and died foon after. 

There was a Nun in a monaftery I often 
wejil to, who was entered into a ftate of purifi- 
cation 
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catiim which every one in tke houfe looked on 
as diflra^iaii -, and therefore tliey locked tier np^ 
which liad lite to have dtftroyed her, All that 
went to fee her called it plirenzy or melancholy. 
I knew her to be devout. I reqiictled to fee her. 
As foon as I approached, I feltan impreffion of 
her (late, 'being that of purification. I defired 
of the Superior, that fhc (liould not be locked up, 
nor people admitted to fee her, but that (he would 
conhde her to my care ; for I hoped things would 
change. I difcovered that her grcateft pain was 
at being counted a fool. 1 advifed her to bear the 
ftate of fooiiftmcfs, Jesus Christ had been will- 
ing to bear it before He rob- This facrifice gave 
her a calmncfs at once. But as Goo was willing 
to purify her foul, he feparated her from all thofe 
things, to which (he had had before the greateft 
attachmeut. At laft, after (he had patiently un- 
dergone her fulferings, her fuperior writ lo me 
" that I was in the right, and that ffte was now 
" come out of that ftate of dejeflion, in gi-eater 
** purity than ever.*' God gave lo me alone at 
that time to know her ftate.— This was the com- 
mencement of the Gift of difcerning fpirits, which 
I afterwards received more fully. 

Th e winter before I left home was one of the 
longeft and hardeft that had been for feveral years, 
viz. that of 1 68o. It was followed with extreme 
fcarcity, which proved to me an occafion of ex- 
ercifing charity. My mother-in-law joined me 
heartily herein, and appeared to me fo much chan- 
ged, that I could not bii! be botlr furprized and ■ 
overjoyedat it. We diftribntedatthehoufenine- 
ty-fix dozen of loaves every week, butthe private 
charities to the ballrful poor were mnch greater. 
I kept poor boys and girls employed ai work ; 

And 
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And God gave fuch bleffings to my alms, that I 
did not find that my family loft any thing by it. 
Before the dsath of my huiband, my mother-in- 
law told him, that I Ihould ruin him with my 
charities, tho' he himfelf was fo charitable, that 
in a very dear year, while he was young, he dif- 
tributcd a confiderable fum ; but now (he re- 
peated tiiis to him fo often, that he commanded 
me to fet down in writing all the money I laid 
out, bothv/hat F gave fortheexpenceof the houfe, 
and all that I caufed to be bought, that from 
thence he might better judge of wha.t I gave 
to the poor. Tbis new obligation, which I was 
brought under, appeared to nic fo much the har- 
der, as for above eleven years we had been mar- 
ried I never before had the like required of mc. 
What troubled me moft was the fear or having 
nothing to gi\-e to fuch as wanted. However I 
fubmitted to it, yet without retrenching any part 
of ray charities. I did not indeed fet down any 
of my alms, and yet my account of expences was 
found to anfwer exactly. I was much furpriied 
and afloniflied at it, and eftcemed it one of the 
wonders of providence, for I faw plainly it was 
but given out of thy treafiiry, oh my God, that 
made me more liberal of what I thought was the 
Lord's, and not mine. Oh if we but knew how 
far charity, inftead of wafting or leffening the fub- 
ftancs of the donor, blefled increafed and muki- 
phed it profufely ; how much is there in the world 
of ufelefs diiTipation, which if properly applied, 
might amply ferve for the fubfiflence of the poor, 
and would abundantly be reftored, and amply re- 
warded to the Families of thofe who gave it. 



Ik the time of my greateft pains, fonie years 
after ray hulband's death (for they begun three 

years 
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years before my widowhood, and kiled four years 
after) my footman came one day to tell me, for 
I was then in the country, that there was in the 
road a poor foldier dying. I made him he brought 
in, and having ordered a feparate place to be 
made ready for him, I kept him above a fortnight. 
His malady was a flux, which he had taken in 
the army. It was fo (linking and naufeous, that 
though the domefticks were charitably inclined, 
no body could bear to come near him. 1 went 
my tetf to take away his veifels. But never did I 
any thing of the kind which was fo hard to me. 
When 1 ennptied them, tlieie was fuch an intole- 
rable ftench, tliat I was ready to faint. I fre- 
quently made effors for a full quarter of an hour 
at a time, l feemed as if my very heart was go- 
ing to come up i yet I never defifled from doing 
it. ! fometimes kept poor people at my houie to 
drefs their moft putrid fores ; but never met wirii 
any thing fo terrible as this. So the poor man, 
a.fter I had made him receive his facrament, died 
of it 

Wri A T gave me now no fmail concern was the 
tendernefs I had for my children, efpecially my 
younger Ton, whom I had ftrong reafons for lov- 
ing. I faw him inclined to good ; and every 
thing feemed to favour the hopes I had conceived 
of him. I thought it running a great ril'que to 
kave him to another's education. My daughter I 
defigned taking with me, though ihe was at this 
time ill of a very tedious fever... Providence was 
pleafed however fo to order it that fhe was timelv 
recovered. The ties, with which God held me 
clofely united to liimitlf, were infinitely ftronger 
than thofeofflelh and blood- The laws of my 
facred marriage obliged mc to give up nil, to, fol- 
low 
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low my fpoufe whitherfoever it was his pleafure 
to call me after him. Though 1 often heCtatcd, 
and doubted much before I went, I never doubt- 
ed after my going off, of its being his will ; and 
though men, who judge of things only according 
to the fuccefs they feem to have, have taken oc- 
cafion &om my difgraces and fufferings, tojudge 
of my calling, and to run it down as error, illu- 
fion and imagination ; it is that very perfecution, 
and the multitude of ftrange croffes it has drawn 
upon me, (of which this •imprifonment I now fuf- 
fer is one,) which have confirmed me in the cer- 
tainty of its truth and validity ; nay I am more 
than ever convinced that the refignation which I 
have made of every thing is in pure obedience to 
the divine will. The gofpel effeftually in this 
point fhews itfelf to be true, which has promifed 
to thofetbat fhall leave all for the love of Gop, mi 
hundred fold in iMs life, mid fcrfeewirMs alfo. 
And have not I infinitely more than an hundred 
fold, in fo entire a polfeffion as thou, my God, 
haft taken of me ; in that iinfliaken firmnefs 
which thou giveft me in ray fufferings, in a per- 
fect tranquillity in the midft of 3 furious tempeft, 
which aflaults me on every fide ; in an unfpeak- 
able joy, entargednefs and liberty which I enjoy 
in a moft iltaight and rigorous captivity. I have 
no dcfire that my imprifonment [hould end before 
the right time. I love my chains. Every thing 
is equal to me, as I have no will of my own, but 
purely the love and will of him who polTeiresme. 
My fenfes indeed have not any relifh for fuch 
things, but my heart is feparated from them, ani^ 
bora over them ; And my perfeveiance is not 

* She wrote this when confined in St. Map.iEj in 
Paris, '_ 

P of 
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of mylHf, but of him who is my life -, To that I 
can fay with the Apoftle, " It is no more I that 
■" live, but Jesus Christ that hveth m mc- 
'- It is he in whom I live, move, and have my 
" being," 

To return to the fubjed, from which I often 
wander without reflection. 1 fay then that I was 
not fo uneafy to go with tlie new catholicks, as .to 
engage with them, not finding a fiifiicient attrac- 
tion to the latter, though I fought for it, _[ long, ■ 
ed indeed to contribute to the convertion ' of 
waitdering fouls, and Goo made nfe of me to 
convert t feveral families before my departure, 
one of wliich was compofed of eleven or twelve 
psrfons. Befides, Father La Combe had written 
to me, to mahe ufe of this opportunity for fetting 
off, but did not tell me whetlier I ought to en- 
•rage with them or not. Thus it was the provi- 
dence of mv Got) alone, which ordered every 
thing to which I was refigned without any re- 
ferve : And that liindered me from engaging with 
them, 

One day, thro' infidelity, refkaing humanly 
iiil this undertaking of mine, I found my laith 
ftasn-ering weakened with a fear left I were un- 
der a miifeke, which flavilh fetir was increafed 
by an ecciefiaftie at our houfe, who told me it was 

* N B, But not to the perfecuting of thtm, as file 
is filfely acnifcil of, „ ' , r ^ t • 

t Some m:iv he apt to call tins Change from t^alvir 
iiifm to the Rbmiili Church ferwrfum inftead of ciirafr- 
' L„ —but this is thro' ignorance, anil not diftinguilliing 
betwMn theoutward ricail form, and the inward living 
power and jricc, which may be enjoyed in every out- 
ward prcftmon. ^ 
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a rafli and ill advifed defign. Being a little dif- 
couraged, I opened the bible, and at firfl: met 
with this paffagc in isA i a h, Fear mt thou worm 
Jacob, ajji/jcfflfs o/Ifrad. I wll help thee faith 
the Lord, and tijy Redeemer the holy cue o/Ifiael. 
Chap. Ixi. 14. and near it. Fear mt ; fur I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee iy thy name ^ thu 
art mine : When ihoupaffej! iIto' the ■mattrs, I will 
letnitb ihee^ i^c. 

I HAD a very great courage given me for go- 
ing, but could not perfuade myfelf that it would 
be to fettle with the new catholicks. It was how- 
ever neccflary to fee fifter Gamier, their Superior 
at Part!, in order to take our meafures together : 
But I could not go to Pans, bccaufe that journey 
would have hindered me from taking another at 
the time when I fhould have been obliged to go 
off. She then, though much indifpofed, refolved 
to come and fee me. In what a wonderful man- 
ner, oh my God, didft thou conduft things by 
thy providence, to make every tiling come to the 
point of thy will ! Every day I fiw new miracles, 
which both amazed and fliU more confirmed me ; 
for with a paternal goodnefs thou tookcft care 
of even the fmalleft things. As (he intended fet- 
ting oiT, ihe fell Tick : And thou permitted it to 
fall out fa, to give room thereby for a perfon, 
who would have difcovered every thing, in the 
mean time to take a journey. As fhe had given 
me notice of the day fhe intended to fet off, fee- 
ing that day was csceffivcly hot, and fo fultry that 
I imagined, that being taken fo much tender care 
of as Ihe was at home, they would not fuffcr her 
to begin her journey then, (which, really proved 
to be the cafe, as (he afterwards told me) I prayed 
to the LcH D to be pleafed to gtant a wind to rife. 
Pi to 
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to moderate the violent heat. ScaFce had I prayeB 
but there arole fuddenly fo refrefhing a wind, that 
[ was Tutprized at it ; And the wind did not ceafe 
dming her whole journey. 

i TVEWT to meet her, and brought her to my 
eountry-houfe, in fuch fort that ifie was not feen 
or known of any body, Wliat embarraffed me 
a little was, that I had two of my donielticks 
who knew her ; Bat as I was then endeavouring 
the converfton of a lady, they eafily believed 
that it was on this account I had fent lor her, and 
that it wasneceflary to keep it fecret, that the la- 
dy might not be difcouraged from coming, Tho' 
1 knew nothing of controverfial points, yet God 
fo ftirnifhed me that I did not fail to anfwcr all 
her objections, andrefolve all her doubts {to fuch 
a degree) that (he conld not but give herfelf up 
entirely to Gob. Though hfter Gamier had a 
!»ood (Viare both of grace and natural iinderftand- 
ing, yet her words liad not fuch an effeft on this 
foul 35 thofc with which God furnifhed me, as 
(he afiuired me herfelf. She even could not for- 
bear fpeaking of it. I felt a movement to beg 
her of God, as a teftimony of his Itoly will con- 
cerning me ; and he was pleafed to grant it, (tho' 
(lie did not make her aljjurtttion till after my de- 
parture) willing that I 'fhould go off wrthout any 
odier affurauce, than that his divine Providence 
was coiiduaing all things. The fitter did not de- 
clare her thotights to me for four days. Then (he 
told me file would not go with me. At this I was 
tile more furprized, as I had perfuaded myfelf 
that GoQ would grant to her virtue what he might 
refiife to my demerits. Befide, the reafons (he 
gave appeared to me to be merely human, and 
vr'id sf fupernaf.ival grace. That made m= liefi- 

tate 
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tate a little ; Then, taking new courage, through 
the refrgnation of my whole felf, 1 faid, " As" 
" I go not thither for your fake: I will not 
" fail to go even without you," This furprized 
ha, as fhe owned to me ; for fhe thought tliat, 
on her refufal, I would decline my purpofe of 
going. 

I regulated every thing, wrote down the con- 
tradt of alfociation with them as I diought proper. 
No fooner had I done it, but I felt great perturba- 
tion and trouble of mind for it. I told her mv 
pain, and that I had no doubt but God demand- 
ed me at Geneva, yet did notletme fee that he 
would have me to be of their congregation. 
She defired to have forae time till after prayers 
and communion, and that then (he would tell me 
what fhe thought God requirei! of me. Accor- 
dingly he direfted her coiitrary both to her intc- 
refts and inclination. She then told me " I 
" ought not to conneft riiyfeif with her, that it 
" was not God's defign-, that I only ought togo 
" with her filters, and iliot when I (hould be there 
" Father la Com be, (•mhefe htter flii bad feen) 
" would fignifiy tome the divine will." I enter,, 
ed at once into thcfe fentiments, and ray foul 
then regained the fweets of inward peace. 

My firft dtought had been (before I heard of 
the new cathohcks going to Gex) to go direaiy 
IoGeneva, as at this time there were catholicks 
there in fervice, and otherwife ; and to take fome 
httie room without any noife, and without declar- 
ing myidf at firft: And as I knew how to make 
up all forts ot ointments, to hea! wounds and ef- 
pecially the king's evil, of Mhich there is abun- 
" 3 dance 



230 THE LIFE OF 

dance in that place, and for which I had a iTKift 
certain cure, I hoped eafily to infinuite myfdf by 
this way ; and \Vn\i the charities which I (hould 
have done to have won over many of the people. 
I liavs no doubt but, if I had followed this im- 
pulfe, things would have fiicceeded better: But 
I thouglit I ought rather to follow the fentiments 
of tlie Bifhop than my own. What am I faying ? 
Has not thy eternal word, oh my God, had its 
effeft and accomplifhment in me > Man fpeaks 
as man : But when wc behold things in Go d , we fee 
them in far other lights. Yes my Lord, thy dc- 
Cgn was to gire Ge n e v a not to my cares, words 
or works, but to my fufferings : For the more I 
fee things appear hopelefs, the more do ! hope for 
the converfion of that city by a way known to 
thee only : Yes, oh Gknev a, thou fhalt fee the 
truth flouiilli again within thy walls, which error 
has banilhed from them : And very happily fhall 
thofe words be verified in thy favour, which are in- 
fcribcd on thy town-houfe : After tiarknefs light ; 
though now thy fons take them in a quite con- 
trary fenfe. One day (halt tliou be illuminated 
with the light of truth, and that beautiful temple 
of St. Peter Jhall again have the advantag; of 
the pure gofpel. How true is it in one fenfe, oh 
mvLoRD, that thou haft made me the daughter 
of die crofs of Genev a, and how heartily would 
Igive my blood tofee thy crofs fprout up there ! Fa- 
ther L A. Com n. has told me fince, that he had 
had a ftrong impiilfe to write to me, not to en- 
gage with the new cadiolicks ; that he believed 
it not to be the wHl of Gob concerning me ; but 
he omitted doing it. As to my direftor Mr. 
Bertot, he died four months before my depar- 
ture. I had fome intimations of his death, and it 

ieemed 
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feemed as if he bequeathed me a portion of his 
fpirit to helphis children. 

Iwisfeized with a fear, that the check I had 
felt, at ftripping tnyfelf (in favour of the new ca- 
thoHcks, of what I had defjgned for Geneva) 
was a ftriitagem of nature, which does not love 
tobe ftripped. I wrote to fifter G.4ekier to 
get a contraft drawn up according to my firiT. 
memorial. Gop permitted me to commit this 
fault, to make me the more fenfible of his protec- 
tion over me. 



END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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CHAP. I. 






T WENT ofF, in a (Irange lenvmciation, and 
X in great firapHcity, fcarce able to render die 










rcafon of what made mc in fiich a manner quit 




i 


J rny family, which I moft tendSily loved, being 




without any pofitive affurance, ytt hifing eveti 
{tgainft hops itjdf. I went to the new CathoHcks 






at Paris, where providence wrought wonders to 




conceal me. They fent for the Notary, who had 




drawn up tlia contratfl of engagement. When 




ht read it to rae, I felt fiieh a repugaance to it. 




that I covild not bear to hear it to the end, much 




lefs fign it, Ttie Notary wondered at it ; and 




much more fo, wlien Sifter Cornier came, in. 




' and told him herfelf, that lien tuedtd m conlr-rUl 
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4>f mgtxgsmenl.^^^ was enabled thtoiigh divine 




affiftance, to put ray affairs in very great order, 




and to write (imdry letters by the infpiradon of 
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the Spirit i.'f God, and not my own fpirit. This 




was what I hsd ncvfr experienced before. Bui 
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was given me at that time only as a beginning, 
aiid has fmce been granted me much more per* 
feftly, as I lliall relate in the fequel. 

I HAD two domeftjcfcs, whom it was very 
difBcult for me to difcharge,.as I did not think 
to take them with me. Yet If I liad left them, 
they would have told of my departure ; and I 
fhoiild have been fent after ; as I was when it 
ivas known. But God fo ordered it that they 
were willing to follow me : They were of no ufe 
to me, and foon after turned into France. I took 
with me only my little daughter, and two maids 
to ferve lis both. We fet off in a boat upon 
the river, though I had taken places in the ftige- 
coach, in order that, if they fearched for me in 
it, they might not find me. I went to Mehii * 
to wait for it there. 

It was furprifing that, in this boat the child 
without adverting to what flie did, could not for- 
bear making croffes, emplo)ing a perfon to cut 
her bulrufhes for that purpofe. She then put 
round me, all over, above three hundred of 
them. I let her do it, and inwardly apprehend- 
ed that it was not without its myftevy. I felt an 
inteiior certainty that I was going lo meet with 
croffes in abundance; and that litis child was 
fa-wing the crofs, for me to ygap it. Sifter Ga^- 
NiER who faw, that tliey could not reftrain her 
from covering me with croffes, faid to me. " What 
" that child does appears to be myfterious ;" and 
turning to the little girl, fh- laid, " give me feme 

* Mirlun Is a town on the river Seyne, 25 inlles touth- 
eaft from Paris, 

( croffes 
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cro&s too, my pretty pet ;" " No, (he replied, 
they are all for my dear mother ;" but gave her 
one to ftop her importunity, then continued 
putting more on me : After which fhe defired 
fome river-flowers, which floated on the water, 
to be given her ; and braiding a garland, (he put 
it on my head, and faid to me, " After the cro6 
you (hail be crowned." I admired all this in fi- 
fence, and offered myfelf up to the pure love of 
God, as a viftim, free and wiUing to be facrifi- 
ced to him •. 



SoMF. time before my departure, a particular 
friend of mine, who is a true fervanc of God, re- 
lated to me a vifion fhe had had refpecliug me. 
" She faw my heart furrounded with thorns ; that 
" our Lord appeared in it well pleafed ; that, 
'* though the thorns feemed likely to tear it, yet, 
" indead of doing that, they only rendered it 
" fairer, and ovir Lord's approbation the ftron- 
" ger." 

Ik my way, at Coyhil^ f I met with the pricfl: 
whom God had fitft made ufe of, (b powerfuUy 
to draw me to his love. He approved of my dc- 
fign to leave all for the Lor d ; but he thought I 
fhotild not be well fuited with the new Catholicks. 
He told me fome particular things about them, 
to fhew that our leadings were incompatible. He 
gave me a caution not to let them know that I 
walked in the inward paih ; that, if I did, I niufl: 

• This little daughter lived tci be married to the Court 
dc Vau:^, as wc (hall fte in the third part Chap. xi. 

f CsrA^j/, a little tmvn en the river Eeyae, i5 miles 
fomh from Pm is. 

CKpeft 
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expeifl nothing but prefecutions from thena. But 
It is in vain to contri™ to hide, when God fees it 
heft for us to fiifter, and wiien our wills areiitcer- 
]y refigned to him, and totally pafTed jnLo his. 
Oh King of divine lovers! Hov/ didil thou 
Jlrike on thyfelf, in all tUejtiltice of God ; And 
this foul devoted to itiiiltate, and be conformable 
to thee, being cloathed in thy righteous indigna- 
tion againft its own tranfgteffions, ftrikes on it- 
felf in thy juftice. Oh admirable thing, only 
known by experience I 

At Paris I gave the new Catholicks all the 
nnoney I had._ I rcferved not to myfelf a fin- 
gle penny, rejoicing to be poor after the example 
of Jesus Chrsst. I brought from home nine 
thoufand livers ■. As by my donation I had re- 
ferved none to myfelf, and by a contraft lent 
them fixthoufandi this fix thouiand has returned 
to my Children but none of it to mc, which gives 
me no trouble ; for poverty, thus procured, 
makes my riches. The reft I gave entirely to the 
fillers who were v/ith us, as well to fupply their 
travelling cxpcnccs, a« for their beginning to buy 
furniture, I did not rcferve (b mueh as my linen 
for my own ufe, putting it in the common re- 
poiitary. I had neither a locked coffer, nor purfe. 
I had brought but Uttlc linen for fear of miftruft j 
and leaft, in wanting to carry off clothes, I (hould 
liave been difcovered. My perfecutors have not 
tailed to report that I had brought great fums 
from home, which I had imprudently expended, 
andgivcnto the relations of father L(Z Combe, which 
is as falii;, as it is-true I had not a penny ; and 
that, on my arri val at Annecy, a poor man afk- 
ing atos, I, having nsthing elfe, gave him the 
huttous from my I'iesves. At another time I gave 

a poor 
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a poor man a httle ring, quite plain, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, whichi had worn as a toket: 
of my inarriage with him. 

We joined the flying ftage at Mekn, where 1 
left filter Garnkr, and went on with the other fif- 
ters, with \riiora ! had no acquaintance. Thefe 
carriages were very fatiguing, and I got no flcep 
through fo long a journey, and though my daugh- 
ter, a very tender child, only five years of age, 
got fcarce any, yet we bore fo great a fatigue 
witliout falling fick by the way ; and this child 
had not an hour's uneafinefs, though (he was only 
three hours in bed every night ; at another time, 
half this fatigue, or even the want of reft, would 
have throv.-n me into a fit of ficknefs. God onh' 
knows both the facrifices which he induced me to 
make, and the joy of my heart in offering up eve- 
ry thing to him. Had I kingdoms and empire's, 
methinks I ihould yield them up with ftill more 
joy, to give him the higher marks of my love. — 
But is it a quitting any thing to quit it for him > 

As foon as we arrived at the inn, [ went tn 
church atxd flayed there till dinner time. In the 
coach my divine Loa d communed with rae, and 
in me, in a manner which the others could not 
comprehend and indeed did not perceive the cheer- 
fulnefsl (hewed, in the greateft dangers, encou- 
raged them. I even lang h)'mns of joy at finding 
myfelf difengaged from the riches, honours and 
entanglements of the world. God in fuch a man- 
ner protefted us that he feemed to be to us a fil. 
lar of fin by night, and a pillar of a cloud by day 
We paifed over a very dangerous fpot betvvce'i 
Lyons' saiChambiry. Our carriage broke at 

,.- . , eomine 

/O'ow, capital al Lymeit, atlhc conEuence of the n- 
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coming out of it. Had it happened a little loon- 
er, we mild have peri (hed. 

We arrived at Amucy on M:t^ilitlei!'s eve 1681 : 
And on Magdalen's day the bifhop of Geneva per- 
formed divine fervice for us, at the totiib of Sr, 
Francis de Sales. There I renewed my ibiritual 
marriage with my Redeemer ; as I did every year 
on this day. There alfo I felt a fweet remem- 
brance of that Saint, with whom our Lor D gives 
me a fingiilar union, I fay union ; For it appears 
to me that thcfoiilinGoD is united with the faints, 
and the more fo as they arc the more conforma- 
ble to him; And it is an union of unity which it 
pleafes Goo fometimes to revive, and awaken in 
the foul for his own glory ; at fuch times thofe 
faints are rendered more intimately prefent to 
that foul in God ; And this revival is as it were 
an holy intercourfe of friend with friend, in liim 
who unites them all in in one immortal tie. Ge- 
nererally all continues hid with jBsti s Ch r 1 s T in 
God. 

Til AT day we left Aniieij -, and on the next 
went to prayers at Geneva^ at the lioufe of the 
'Fniscb rcfidcnt. I had muchjoy at the communi- 
on ; and it feemcd to me as if God more power- 
fully united me to himfelf. And there I prayed 
to him for the converfion of that great people. 
That evening we arrived late at Gex^ wirere we 
found only hare walls ; though the Bifhop of Ge^ 
n^t;a had affured us that the houfe was furnifhcd 
as undoubtedly he' believed it to be. We lodg- 
ed 

vers R/jsni- and Sdcm-f 22$ miles S. F.. from Puriit and 
45 miles W, from Cfiamhcry the capital citv oi .Vrti-iv, 
^■hlchlafl is 4J miles S. from Gemva. 
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cd at the houfe of the fillers of the charity, who 
were fokind as to give us their beds. 

I was in great pain of mind for my daughter, 
who vifibly fell away. I had a ftrong deftrc to 
place her witii tlie Urfulines at T'snon. My heart 
was (o affefted on her behalf, that I could not 
forbear weeping in fecret for her in bed. Next 
day I faid, " I would take ray daughter to To- 
" )!5K, and leave her tlicre, till I Ihould fee 
" how we might be accommodated here." They 
oppofed it fbrongly, after a manner which fcem- 
ed very hard-hearted, as well as ungrateful^ fee^ 
ing fhe wasjuft worn away to a (keleton. i 
looked upon the poor ch.ild as a inftim, whom 
I had imprudently facrificed. I wrote to Father 
La Comk\ intreating him to come to fee me 
to confidt together thereupon i thinking I could 
not in confcience keep her in this place any 
longer. Several days palTed without ray havino- 
any anfwer. In the mean time I became refigned 
to tlie will of God, whether to have fuccout or 
not. 



C H A P, 



240 T H E L I F E O F 



CHAP. n. 

OU R Lord who took pity on the lamenta- 
ble condition of my daughter, fo ordered 
it, that the Birtiop of Gemvn wrote to Father is- 
Cumbe, to come as fpeedily as pofliblc to Tee us, 
and to confole us. As foon as I faw that fa- 
ther, J was fiirprized to feel an interior grace, 
which I may call Communication ; and fuch 
as I had never had before with any perfon. ft 
feemed to rae that an influence of Grace came 
from him to roe, through the innermofl: of the 
foul ; and retiirned from me to him, in fuch fort 
that he felt the fame cifeft. Like a tide of grace 
it caufed a flvix and reflux, flowing on into the 
divine and invifible ocean. This is a pure and ho- 
ly union, which God alone operates, and which 
has ftill fubfifted, and even increafed betwixt us. 
It is an union exempt from all weaknefs, and 
from all felf-inteteft, which caufes thofe, who 
are bleffed with it, to rejoice in beholding tliem- 
felves, as well as thofe beloved, loaden with croif- 
e.? and aflHiftions ; an union which has no need of 
the prefence of the body ', which at certain times 
abfence makes not more abfeat, nor prefence more 
prefent ; an union unknown to all men but fuch 
as are come to experience it : Nor can it ever be 
experienced but bctv/ixt fuch fouls as are u- 
nited to God. As I never before felt fuch an a- 
nion of this fort with any one, it then appeared to 
me quite new, having never heard of the like- I 
had no doubt of its being from God ; fo far from 
turning the mind from him, it tended to draw 
it more deeply into him. It diffipated all my 

pains, 
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pains, and efliabliflied me in the raoft profound 
peace. 

Goo gave him at firft much opennefs toward 
me. He related to me the mercies God had 
fhown him, and feveral extraordinary things, 
which gave me at firft fome fear. I fufpcdlcd 
fome iilufion, efpccially in luch things as flatter, 
in regard to the future ; little imagining then, 
that God would make ufe of me to draw him from 
this ftate, and bring him into that oimked faith. 
But the grace, which flowed from him into my 
foul, recovered me from that fear, as Tfaw it join- 
ed with extraordinary humility ; and that far 
from being elevated with the gifts which God had' 
liberally conferred on him, or with his own pro- 
found learning, no perfon could have a lower o- 
pinionof himfelfthan heliad. He told me" As 
" to my daughter, it would be befl: for me to 
" take her to Tmwn, where he thought (he would 
" be very well fituated." And as to myfelf, after 
I had menrioned to him my didjks to the manner 
of life of the new Catholicks, he told me, "that 
I' he did not think that it would be my proper 
'* place to be long with them ; but that it would 
^' be befl; for me to fliay there, free from all en- 
" gagcments, till God, by the guidance of his 
^^ providence, (hotild make known to me how 
1^ he would difpofe of me, and draw my mind 
" to the place whither he would have me to re- 
move." 1 had already begun to awake regularly 
at midnight, in order to pray. At this time I a- 
wote with tliefe words fuddeniy put in my mind 
'If IS written of me, I will do thy will oh my God ." 
This was accompanied widi the moft pure, pe- 
netratmg, and powerful communication ofgrjce- 
that! had e-.-et experienced. And here I may 
Q, remark 
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remark, that tlio" the ftate of my foul was alrea- 
dy permanent in newnefs of lift; yet tliis new 
lifewM not in that immutability in xvhich it has 
hiicebeen. To fpeali properly, it was a begin- 
ning life and a rifing day, which goes on increaf' 
ing itnto the full meridiati; a day never followed 
by night ; a life which fears death no more, not 
even in death itfelf; beeaiife he who has fuffered 
ilie fitil death, fiiall no more he hurt of the fecond. 
Fnm Midm^ht 1 continued on imy knees till four 
o'clock in the morning, in prayer, in a fweet in- 
tercourfe with God, and did the fame alfo the 
night following. 

Next day, after prayers, Father La Csmbe 
told me, that he had had a very great certainty 
that I was a ftone which God defigned for the 
ioundation of fome great building. But what that 
building was he knew no more than I. After 
wliatcTer manner then it is to be, whether his di- 
vine Maiefty will make ufe of me in this life, for 
fome defign known to hirafelf only, or will make 
rac one of the ftones of the new and heavenly JE- 
RUSALEM, it feems to me that iiich ftoiic can- 
not be polilhed, but by the ftrokes of the ham- 
mer ; and that our Lor d has given to this foul of 
mine the qtialitics of the ftone, viz. fiimnefs, s 
refigiiation, like infenftbility, to endure hafdnefs 
and the operations of his hand. 

1 c .Mi R ! E n ray little daughter to tlie Vrjalmes 
at ^rnitm. That poor child took a vaft fondnefs for 
Father ia Omfe, faying, " He is a good father, 
"one from God." Here I found a hermit, whom 
they called An/elm. He was a perfon of the moR 
extkrirdimiry iVtuftity, that had appeared for 
Ibnie time. He was from Geneva ; and God had 

rairacubufly 
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miraculoufly drawn him from thence, at twelve 
years of age. He had (with the permijiion of the 
Cardinal, at that time Aichbilliop o( jiix in Pn- 
wnce) at nineteen years of age taken the habir of 
hermit of -Sf Aiigiijlhu. He and another lived a- 
lone in a little hermitage, where they faw nobody 
but fnch as came to vifit their chapel. He had 
lived twelve years in thishermitage,- never eating 
any thing but pulfe with fait, and fomctimes oil. 
Three time.", a week he lived on bread and water. 
He never drank wine^ and generally made but 
one meal in twenty-four houis. He wore for a 
(Jiirt a coarfe hair doath, and lodged on the bare 
ground. He lived in a continual ftate of prayer 
and in the grcateft humility. God had done by 
him many fignal miracles. 

Thi s good hermit liad a great fenfe of the de- 
ligns of God on Fadier La Combe and me. But 
God fhewed him at the fame time that ftrange 
crolTes were preparing for us both, and that we 
were both dcftined for the aid of fouls. I did not 
find, aslexpsfted, any f.t place for my daugh- 
ter at Tanm. In regard to her, I thought myi'elf 

Iks Abraham, when going to facrifice his fon. 

Father Zb Cambe, accofting me here, faid, " wel- 
come, daughter of ^iratoji!" I found little en- 
couragement to leave her there, and could fiill 
worfe keep her with myfelf, becaufe we had no 
room i and the little girls, whom they took to 
make Catholicks, were all mixed widi us, and 
had contraaed fiich habits as were pernicious 
1 leave her there I thought not right. The lan- 
guage of the country, where fearce any one im- 
dctftood Frenrh, and the food, which '(lie could 
not take, being fo far different from burs were 
great hardlhip- All my tenderaefs for her was 
CL 2 awaken- 
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awakened, and I looked on mylelf as her deftroy- 
er I experienced what tUgar fnfFered when fhe 
put away het Ton Ifiimd in the defert, that (ho 
mio-ht not be forced to fee him perini. I thought, 
if 1 had ventured to expofe myfelf, I ought at 
kaft tohavefpired ray daughter; as the lofs of 
her education, and even of her life, appeared to 
me inevitable. Every thing looked black in re- 
gard to her. 

I thought that, with her natural difpofition 
;ind fine qualities, file might have fhined and at- 
ttidted admiration, if educated in France, and 
been likely to have fuch offers for marriage, as fhe 
could never hope to meet with in this poor coun- 
try ; in which, if fhe fiionld recover, llie would 
never be likely to be fit for any thing. Here fhe 
could eat nothing of what was got for her. AH 
het fLibfiftencc was only fome fpoonfuls of unplea- 
fant and difagreeable broth, which I forced her 
to take agiinft her will. I feemed like a fecond 
Abraham, holding the knife over her to deftroy 
her. Our Lord would have me make a facrifice 
to him, without any confolation, and plunged 
in forrow, night was the time which gave vent 
to it. He trxade me fee, on one fide, the grief 
of her grand-mother, if fire (hould hear of her 
death, which Ore would impute to ray taking 
the child away from her; and the great reproach 
it would be 'accounted among all tlie family. 
The gifts of nature fhe was endowed with were 
now hke pointed darts which pierced me. I 
believe that God fo ordered it, to purify me 
\ from too human an attachment, which was ftili 
fo ready to Hick clofe to me. For after I re- 
turned frotr. the Urf'-ihiits at Tomn, they changed 

her 
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her manner of diet, and gave her what v.-as fui- 
table to her delicacy ; v/hereby, in a (hort time 
fhe recovered finely. 



CHAP. III. 

AS foon as it was known in Frmice that I was 
gone, there was a general outcry. Thofe 
who attacked me, with the moft violence upon it, 
were the human fpiritualifts ; Father de k Msthe 
wrote to nre, that all perfons of learning, of pi- 
ety, the gown atrd the fword, united in cenfur- 
ing me. To alarm me ftiU more, he informed 
me that my mother-in-law, with whom I had 
trufted my younger fon and my children's fub- 
ffiance, was fallen into a ftate of childhood.^ 
Thifi however was very falfe. 

I anfwered all thefe thundering letters as the 
fpirit diftated. My aniwers were thought very 
juft, and were well relifhed, whereby thofe vio- 
!cnt exclamations were foon changed into applati- 
fes. Father La Molhs appeared to change his 
cenfirres into efteem : but it did not hold long. 
Self-intereft threw him back again ; being difap- 
pointed in his hopes of a penfion, which Ire ex-, 
pefted I would have fettled on him. Alfo Sifter 
Gamier, whatever was her reafon, changed and 
declared againfl: mc. 

HnKt; I both eat and (lept little. The food 
which was given us was rotten and full of worms, 
by reafon of the great heat of the weather, and 
being kept too long, infomuch that what I (liould 
have formerly beheld with abhorrence now be- 
came my only nourifhment ; and yet every thing 
<i,S was 
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was rendered eafy to me. In God i finmH, *ith 
increal'e, every tiling which I had loft for him. 
That (pirit, which I once thought I had bft in 
a ilrangc ftupidity, was reftoted to rae witli in- 
conceivable advanisgcs, I was aftonifhed my- 
felf. I found there was nothing which it was not 
fit for, or in which it did not fvicceed. Thofe 
who obftrved it faid, " I had a prodic^ious ca- 
" pacity." Tho' I well, knew that I had but a 
poor one ; hut th.at inGou my fpirit had received 
a qviahty v.hich ii had never had before. I thought 
I experienced fomething of the flate wliicli the 
Apoftles were in, after they had received the Ho- 
ly Glioft. I knev;, I comprehended, 1 undci- 
flrood, 1 was enabled to do every thing reqiiifitc. 
I had every fort of good thing, and no want of 
any thing. I remembered that fine paffage of 
wifdom. All gmd things cawc la me ixiih her. 
WifdoiTL of Sol. vii. a. When Jesus Chiugt 
the eternal wifdom is formed in the foul, after 
tha death of the firft AiUm, it finds in him all 
good th.ings communicated to it. 

Rome time after my arrival at Gex, the B.fliop 
of Geneva came to fee us. He was fo clearly 
convinced, and fo much affcfled, that he could 
not forbear ejiprefling it. He opened his heart to 
ine on what God had reqtiired frotn him. He 
mnfeffed to me his own deviations and infidelity. 
Every time, when I fpoketo him, he entered into 
T/hat I faid, and acknowledged it to be the truth ; 
as indeed it was the fpirit of truth which infpircd 
me to fpeak to him, without which I lliould bj 
only a mere finipleton. And yet as foon tis per- 
fons who fougiit for pre-eminence, and could not 
fuffcr any good but what came from thcmfelves, 
fpoke to him, he v.'as fo weak as to let himfelf 

be 
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be impofed on with imprElTrons againfl: the truth. 
This foible, with others, has hindered him from 
doing all the good, which otherwife he might have 
done in liis diocefe. 

After I had fpoken to him he faid, " he had 
" it in his mind to give me Father L,a Comhe 
" for direftor ^ for that he was a man illuminat- 
" ed of God, who well ttnderftood the inward 
" path, and had a fingular gift of pacifying 
" fouls.*' Thefe were his own words. Greativ 
was I rejoiced, wiien the Bifhop appointed him, 
feeing thereby his authority united with the grace 
which already feemed to have given him to me, 
by an union and efFufion of fupematural life 
and love. — The fatigues I had, and walchings 
with my daughter, threw me into a violent dif- 
tjrder, attended with exquifite pains. The pliy- 
ficians judged me in danger, and yet the Sifters 
of the houfe quite neglected me : Efpecially her 
who had the care of the oeconomy, (he was fo 
penurious, that (he did not give me what was 
necefl'ary to fuftain life, 1 had not a penny to 
help rayfelf with, as I had rel'erved nothijig to 
myfelf. And befide, they at that time received 
all the money which was remitted me from hrame^i 
which was very confiderable. Thus I prattifed 
poverty, and was in neceihty even among thofe 
to whom I had given all. They wrote to Father 
La Comlie, defiring him to come to ine, as I was 
fo extreme ill. On hearing of ray condition, he 
was fo touched with compaflion, as to walk on 
ibot all nig;hr, it being eight great leagues, but 
h" travelled no otherwife in that, as in every 
thing elfe endeavouring to imitate our Lord Je- 
sus Christ * \ 

As 
* Singiil,irly devoted to GoD, i^nij faithful CCi the 

fieht 



34S T H E L I F E O F 

As foon fiE he emcred the houfe, my pains a- 
bated : And when he liad prayed and bleffed 
rae, laying his hand onmyheadj I was perfe^aiy 
cured, to the gieii-t aftonilhment of my phyfici- 
ans ■ who wtre not willing to acknowledge xh<£ 
miracle ; being not well pleafed^ as they knew 
that we were come on a religious mutive, and 
theif fentimenls and profelTion was fo oppoflte to 
Qurs.— Thefc fifterg themfelves advifcd me to go 
to my daughter, tg take milk, for a formighr. 
Father Lj Coifit>i: rt^turned with me. A violent 
florm arofe on the l^ke, which made me very 
fick, ^nd fcemcd lil^ely to overfEt the beat. But 
the hand of providence remaikably appeared in 
ovii" favmir \ fo much that it was. taken notice of 
hy the mariners and paffengera, who loukcd upon 
Father La Combe as a faint. Thus we arrived at 
"Tcmn^ where I foimd myfelf fo perfectly recovei- 
ed, that, inilead of making and ufmg the reme- 
dies I had propofed^ 1 went rnro a retreat, and 
flayed there twelve days. Here I made vows of 
perpetual charily, povi^ffj and obediencrj to wir, 
readily to obey whatever ! fhould believe to be 
the will of God, alfo to obey the churchy and 
to honour J&sus Christ in fi;ch a manner as 
he pkafed. 

At this tima I found that 1 had the ^fr/^i.'?c*fj/- 
iiiy of love to God, miine being without any 
referve, divifion, or view of intereft .^-^^perfetf. 
poviriy, by tlit total privation of every thing that 

was 

fight of duty which, in the Und of darknefsj was given 
him, Fatlier La Cmhe uppeara to hive been a labori- 
ous good mm In his ftalion, not Ihuntling tlir; crols, 
or Ihrinlung from perfeimiioBS; and at kft, for his fide- 
lity thrown into pril'on, wbcre> as far as appears, he ended 
'iis dpp- 
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was mine, both inwardly and outwardly \-^per- 
fga ohcdsenca fo ibe -wUl of God, fubmijjim fa thi 
churchy i>nd bamttr to Jesus Chti[st in loving 
hirafelf only ; the effect of which foon appi^ared. 
When by the laCs of mrfdv^s we are palfed into 
God, and returned into our origin, our will js 
made one and the fame with tliat of God, ac- 
cording to tlie prayer of Chuist-, " As thou 
" f'ather art in me, and I in thee, grant that 
" they alfo may he one in ns." Johnxvii.^t. Oh 
but it is then that the will is rendered marvel- 
buE, both becaufc it is made the will of God* 
which is the greateft of miracles ^ and hecaufe 
it works vv-ondeis in him : Forae it is God who 
■wills in the foul, that will has its effect. Scarce 
has it willed hut the thing is done. 

Why then, mny fume fuy^ fo many oppreHl- 
ons endured ? Why do not thefe fouls, it they 
have fuch a power, fet themfcHTs free from 
them ? If they had any will to do any thing of 
that fort, and it were nut granted ; ihar would 
be the tci/i of ihe fie/h, or the -wiU of man^ and 
ml ihcwillcf God, John 1. iJ^, 

I ROSE conftamly at midnight, ever wakijir^ 
timely enougli to do it. 11" I wound up my r,- 
larm-watch^ ihen I ufcd not to wake in time, i 
faw ih;it God had the care of a father and ,1 
fpoufe over me. When I had any indifpohtion, 
and my body warned reft^ he did not awake me \ 
but at fuch times I felt even in my ileep a iingu' 
lar polleflion of him. Some years hsve pallid 
wliercin I have had only a kind of half-Heep j 
hut my foul waked the more for Gou, as fle^p 
Mns-d to fleal from it every other attcutio;!. 
Tiie Lord miide it known alfo to many pcrlbn?, 
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that he defigned me for a moclier of great peo- 
ple, but a people fimple and childlike. They 
took thefe inteiligem;£s in a literal fenfs, and 
thought it related to fome inftitution or congre- 
gation : But to me appeared nothing elft, than 
the perfons whom it pleafed God that I (Tiovild 
sifterwards win over to him , to whom I fhoukl 
ferve as a mother, through his goodnels ; giving 
them the fame utiion of affeftion for mc as that 
of children for a. parent, but an union much 
deeper and ftronger ; and giving me all that was 
ncceffary for them, to bring tlicm to walk in the 
Wily by which he would lead them, as I lliall 
fhew in the feqiiel, when I fhall fpeak of that ftatc 
of maternity, or motherhood. 



CHAP. 



IV. 



I WOULD willingly fupprefs what I am 
now about to write if any thing of it were 
my own, as well on account of the difficulty of 
expreffing myfelf thereon, as bccaufe few fouls 
are capable of leadings fo little known, and fo 
little comprehended, that I have never read of 
any thing like it. — f fhall fay fomething of the 
ijiterior difpofitions I was then in, if it ferves 
you who are willing to be of the number of my 
children, and if it ferves fuch as arc already my 
children, to induce them to let God glorify him- 
felf in them after his manner, and not after their 
own, I fhall think my pains well employed. If 
there be ariy thing which they do not compre- 
iiend,let th.::ra dietothcrafelves, and they will find 
it much better by experience than from any thing I 
could fay : For sxprfjj'mi never equals experience. 



> 
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Afteh 1 had come out of the trying condi- 
tion I have fpoken of, I found it had purified 
my foul, inftead of blackning it as I had feared. 
I poffeilsd God after a manner fo pure, and fo 
iramcnfe, as nothing elfe could equal. In regard 
to thoughts or defjres, all was fo clean, fo naked, 
fo lofl m the divinity, that die foul had no fel- 
fi(h movement, however plaufible or delicate ; 
both the powers of the mind and the very fenfes 
being wonderfully purified. Sometimes I was 
fnrprized to find that there appeared not one 
drought. The imagination, formerly fo reftlefs, 
now no more troubled me ■. I had no more per- 
plexity or uneafy refleftions. The will, being 
perfeiftly dead to all its own appetites, was be- 
come void of every human inclination both na- 
tural and fpiritual, and only inclined of God to 
whatever he pleafed, and in whatever manner he 
pleafed. This vaftitude, or enlargednefs, which 
is not bounded by any thing, however plain or 
fimple it may be, incrcafcs every day ; fo thai 
my foul in partaking of the qualities of her fpoufe, 
feems alio to partake of his immenfity. My 
prayer was in an opennefs and finglcnefs incon- 
ceivable. I was as it were born up on high, out 
of m)fclf. I believe God was pleafed to blefs 
me with this experience, at the beginning of the 
new life, to make me comprehend, in favour oi 
other fouls, this paflage of the foul into God. 

When ! went to confefs, I felt fuch an im.- 
merflon of the foul into him, that I could fcarcely 
fpeak. This afcenfion of the fpirit, wherein Goii 
draws the foul fo powerfully, not into its own in- 
mod: recefs, but into himfelf, is not operate<i till 
after tii: myflic death, wlierein the foul artually 
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comes out of itfdf topafsinto its divine objecl. 
I call it death, that is to fay, a p/tfftige from one 
thing to another : And it is truly a happy paffover 
for the foul, and its faffage into the promifed 
land. The fpirit which is created to be united 
to its own principle, (or origin) has fo powerful 
a tendency to it, (that /j, to God) that if it were 
not ftopt by a continual miracle, its moving qua- 
lity would canfe the body to be drawn after it 
whitherfoever it would, by reafon of its impe- 
tuofity and noble defcent : But God has given 
it a terreftrial body to ferve for a countcrpoife. 
This fpirit then, created to be united to its ori- 
gin, without any medium or Interftice, feeling 
itfelf drawn by its divine objeft, tends to it 
with an extreme violence ; ia fudi fort that God, 
fufpending for fome time the power which the 
body has to hold back the fpirit, it follows with 
ardency : But when it is not fufiiciently purified 
to pafs into God, it gradually returns back to 
itfelf i and as the body refumes its own quality, 
it turris to the earth. The faints who have been 
the moft perfeiS have advanced to that degree, 
as to have nothing of all this ; and fome have 
loft it towards the end of their lives, becoming 
fmgle and pure as the others, becaufe they then 
had in reality and permanence, what they had 
at firft only as tranfient fruitions, in the time of 
the prevalence or dominion of the body. It is 
certain then that the foul, by death to itfelf, paf- 
fes into its divine objeft : And it is what I then 
experienced. I found, the farther I went, the 
more my fpirit was loft in its Sovereign, who at- 
traded it more and more to himfelf. And he 
was pleafed at firft diat I iliould know this for 
the fake of others, and not for myfclf only. In- 
deed he drew my foul more and more into him- 

felf. 
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felf, till it loft itfelf entirely out of fight, and 
could perceive itfelf no more, It feemed at firft 
to pafs into him. As one fees a river pafs into 
the ocean, lofe itfelf in it, its water for a time 
diftinguillied from that of the fea, till it gradu- 
ally becomes transformed into tlie fame fea, and 
pofiefles all its qualities ; fo was my foul ioft in 
God, who communicated to it his qualities, hav- 
ing drawn it out of all that it had of its own. 
Its life is an inconceivable innocence, not known 
or comprehended of thofe who are ftill (hut up in 
tlieraielvea (or only live to themfelves.) 

The joy which fuch a foul poffeffes in its Goo 
is fo great, that it experiences the truth of thofe 
words of tlie royal Prophet, " All they who are 
" in thee, oh I/Ord, are like perfons ravifhcd 
" with joy." To fuch a foul the words of our 
Lord fecm to be addreffed, " Your joy no man 
" fhall take from yon." John xvi. 22. it is as 
it were plunged in a river of peace. Its prayer 
is continual. Nothini^ can hinder it from pray- 
ing to God, or from loving him. It amply ve- 
rifies thefe words in the Canticles, " I deep but 
" niy heart waketh ;" for it finds that even fleep 
itfelf does not hinder it from praying. Oh un- 
utterable happinefs ! Who could ever have 
thought that a foul, which feemed to be in the 
utmoft mifery, fnould ever find a happinefs equal 
to this .? Oh liappy poverty, happy lafs, happy 
nothing, which gives no lefs than God himfelf in 
his own imraenfity, no more circumfcribed to 
the limited manner of the creature, but aiways 
drawing it out of that, to plunge it wholly into 
his own divine Effence, 
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Then the foul knows that all the flutes of 
ftlf-pleafing vifions, openings, extafies and rap- 
tures, are rather obftacles, that they don't ferve 
this ftate which is far above them ; becaufe the 
ftate, which has fupports, has pain tolofe them ; 
and yet cannot arrive at this without fiicli lofs- 
la this ate verified the words of an experienced 
Saint ; " When I would, fayi be poflTels nothing 
" ihraugh ftlf-hve, every thing was given me 
" without going after it." Oh happy dying of 
the grain of Wheat, which makes it produce an 
hundred fold ! The foul is then fr> paffive, fo 
difpofed equally to receive from the hand of Gon 
either good or evil, as is aftonifhing. It re- 
ceives both the one and the other without any 
felfilli emotions, letting them flow and be loft as 
they come They pafs away as if they did not 
touch. 

After I finifhed my retreat with the UrftiUr.es 
at Tonin, 1 returned through Geneva -, and, having 
found no other means of conveyance, the French 
Refident lent me a horft. As I knew not how- 
to ride on hortebaclc, I made fome diiEculty of 
doing it : But as he aifurcd me that it was a very 
t|uiet horfe, I ventured to mount him. There 
was a fort of a Smith who looking at me with a 
wild haggard look, flruck the horfe a blow on 
the back, j uft as I had got upon hira, wiiich made 
hira give a leap. He threw mc on the ground 
with fucli force that they thought I was killed, 
I fell on m\' temple. My cheek bone was broke, 
and two of niv teeth driven into my head. I 
wa.s. fiipportcd by an invifiblc hand : And in a 
little time I mounted as well as I could on ano- 
ther horfe, arid hid a maa by ray fid,' to keep 
lite up. 

My 
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My relations left me in peace at Gex, teftify- 

inE tits"' ^ft'^*'^^ ^''^ '"'^^ • ^'^'^ ^ '^'"^y ^^^ heard 
at Pnrii of '""Y miraculous cure, it made a great 
noife there. Many perfons in reputation for fane- 
tity tlien wrote to me. I received letters from 
Madaraoifellc Ds Lanioignrjit, and ano her ytuig 
lady, who was fo moved with my anfwer, that 
fhe fent nie a hundred Piftoles for our houfc, and 
let me know befide, " that, when we wanted 
" money, I had only to write to her ; and that 
" Ihe would fend me all I could defire." They 
talked in Paris of printing an account of the fa- 
crifice Ihadmade, and infertingin it the miracle 
of my fuddcn recovery. I don't know what pre- 
vented it : But fuch is the inconftancy of the crea- 
ture, that this journey, which drew upon me at 
that time lb much applaufe, lias ferved for a pre- 
text for the ftrange condemnation which has fmee 
pafled upon me. 



CHAP. V. 

MY near kinsfolks did not fignify any ea- 
ger defire for my return. 'The firft thing 
they propofed to me, a month after my arrival 
at Gex, was not only to give up my Guardian- 
fhip, but to make over ali ray eftate to my 
children, and to referve an annuity to rayfelf. 
This propofition, coming from people wi;o regard- 
ed nothing but their own intereft, to fomc might 
have appeared very unplcafmg -, but it was in no 
wife fo to me. I had not any friend to advjfc 
vi'ith. I knew not any one whom I could confuk 
about the manner of executing the thing, as I 
was quite free and willing to do it. It appeared 
10 me that I had now the means of accomplifhing 

the 
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the extreme dcfire I Iwd of being conformable to 
Jesus Christ, poor, naked, and ftriptofall. 
They fent me an article to execute, which had 
been drawn under their infpedlion, and I inno- 
cently fjgned it, not perceiving fome clanfes which 
were inferred therein. It exprelTed that, whtn 
my children fliotild die, I (honld inherit nothing 
of my own eftate, but that it flioiild devolve to 
my collateral kindred. There were many other 
things, which appeared to be equaliy to my dif- 
advantage. Though what I had referved to my- 
felf was fiifflcient to fupport me in this place ; yet 
it was fcarce enough to do fo in fome others. I 
then gave up ray eftate with more joy, for be- 
ing thereby conformed to Jesus Christ, than 
they could have by it who afl^ed it from me. It 
is what I have never repented of, nor had an\* 
iineafmefs about. What pleafure to lofe all and 
to quit every thing for God ! The love of po- 
verty, thus contraifled, is the kingdom of tran- 
quillity. 

I FOn GOT to mention that, towards the end of 
myraiferable ftate of privaiion, when jv.ft ready 
to enter into newnefs of life, our Lord illuminated 
me fo clearly to fee that the exterior croffes came 
iiotn him, tliat f could not harbour any refent- 
ment againfl the pcrfons v/ko procured nnethem. 
On thccontraiy, I felt the tendernefs of compaf- 
fion for them, and had more pain for thofe which 
I innocently caufcd ;o them, than for any Which 
they had heaped upon me. i favv that tliefe 
perfons feared God, too much to opprefs me 
as they did, had they known it. I faw his hand 
in it, and I fek die pain which they fuffered, 
through the contrariety of their humours. It is 
hard to conceive tlie tendernefs which Gon gave 
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me for them, and the defire which I have had, 
with the utmofl: fmcerity, to procure them eve- 
ry fort of advantage, 

Aj^ter the accident which befell me, of the 
fall from the horfe, from which I foon wonderful- 
ly recovered, tlie devil began to declare himfelf 
more openly mine enemy, to break loofe and be- 
come outrageous. One night, when I leall 
thought of it, fometliing very monftrous and 
frightful prefented itfelf. It feemcd a kind of 
Face, which was feen by a glimmering blucilli 
light". 1 don't know whether lire flame itfelf com- 
pofed that horrible face or appearance ; for it was 
(o mixed and paffcd by fo rapidly, that I could 
no: difcern it. My foul refted in its calm fitua- 
tion and alfurance, and it appeared no more after 
that manner. As I rofe at midnight to pray, I 
then heard frightful noifes in my chamber, and 
after I had lain down they were ftill worfe ■ 
my bed often (hook for a quarter of an hour 
at a time, and the paper fafhes were all burft. 
Every morning while this continued, they were 
found fhattered and torn, yet I felt no fear. I 
rofe and lighted ray wax candle at a lamp which 
I kept in my chamber, becaufe I had talien the 
office of Sacriflan, or {Fejiry Nun) and the care of 
waking thefifteis at the hour diey were to rife, 
without having once failed in it for my indifpcfi- 
tions, ever being the firft in all the obfervances ; 
I made ufeofmy little light to look all over the 
chamber, and at the fafhes, at the very time the 
noife was ftrongeft : As lie faw that I was afraid 

' Probably (fays the tranilator) this wa,-! Hie contri- 
vance of fome evil minded pcribns to terrify her per 
haps the vile Ecclefjaftir. whom Ilie is ii:{l going lo 
meniion. j ^ 5 
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of nothing, he left off all on a fudtkn, and at- 
tacked me no more in perfnn : But he ftirred up 
men againft me, and that fncceeded far better 
with him ; for he foimd them difpofed to do 
what he prompted them to, -tealoiifly, in as much 
as they counted it a good thing to do me the wbrft 
ijf injuries. 

One of the fitters whom I had brought, a ve- 
ry beautiful girl, conttatfed an intimacy with an 
Hcclefiaftic, who had authority in this place. At 
firft he infpired her with an averfion for me, be- 
ing well allured that if (lie placed any confidence 
in me, I fhould adviie lier not to fuffer his vifita 
ib frequently. — Siie was undertaking a religious 
fetreat. That Ecclefiaftic was defirous to induce 
her to make it, in order to gain her entire confi- 
dence which would have ferved as a cloak to his 
frequent vifits. Tile Eiihop of Geneva had given 
Father La Combe for direftor toourhoufc, and as 
he was going to caule retreats to be made, I de- 
fired her to wait for him. As I had gained fome 
Ihare in her efleem, fhe fubmitted thereto, even 
aoainft her inclination, which was to have made 
it\rider this Ecclefiaftic. — I began to talk to her 
m the fubjrft of inward prayer, and drew her in- 
to' the pra'aice of this duty. Gur Lord gave fudi 
ablefling thereto, that this girl, (one of good 
parts) gave herfclf to God in right earned:, and 
with her whole heart : And the retreat com- 
pleatly won her over. She then became more 
teferved, and on her guard, towards this Eccle- 
fiaftic, which exceedingly vexed him.. It enra- 
ged him both againft Father La Ojmbe and me. — 
This proved the fource of the perfecutions whicii 
afterward befe! me. — The noife in my chamber 
ended as that commsnced- 

. . Thi* 
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This Ecclefiaftic, began to talk privately of 
me with much contempt. I knew it, but look 
^o notice. There came a certain Friar to fee 
him, who mortally hated Father Ln dmhe, on 
account of his regularity. Thefe combined to- 
gether to force me to quit tjie houfe, and to be- 
come mafters of it themfelves. All the means 
they could devife tliey ftudied for that purpofe. 

.. My manner of life was fuch, that in the lioiife 
I did, not meddle in affairs at all, leaving the 
filters tod ifpofe of the temporals as thsypleafed. 
&Jon after my entrance into it I received eighteen 
hundred livres, which a lady, a friend of mine 
lent, me to compleat our furniture, which I had 
repaid her at my late giving up of my eftate. 
This fum tiiey received, as' well as what I had 
before given ihem. — I foraetimes fpoke a litde to 
thoft who retirid thither to become Catholicks, 
.*nd, our Lord favoured with fo mudi benedic- 
tion what I faid to them, that forae, whom they 
knew not before what to make of, became fenfi- 
bJe liolid women, and exemplary in piety. 

jiiliSAJwcroffes in abundance likely to fail to 
myilot. At: the fame time tliefe words came in- 
tO.myinifid, " Who for the joy tliat was fst be- 
", fore him endured r/jt- crqj's." Heb. xii. 3. J 
prqftrated myfelf for a long time with my face on 
Hie ground, earneftly defiring to, j'eceive all thy 
fefkes, Ohthou who fpared not thy own fon ' 
Thou cQuldft find none but him worthy of th'-e' 
iwj^thouftill fir.deiiin him hearts proper for thee! 

L A IBW days after my arri,vaCVt';G6*,,.Iiavv in 

* u J'- """^ mytorious dream (for as fuch I very 

well diftrnguiihed it) Fath.er L,i amU fatt-nei 

Rs up 
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lip to anennrraous crofs flirippcd, in like mann;f 
•as they paint om Saviour. I faw round it a fright- 
ful croud, whicli covered me with confufion, 
and threw back on me the ignominy of liis pu- 
nifhment. He feem-d to have mod pain, but I 
more reproaches than Ire. I have fmcc bchdd 
this fully accomplifhej. 

Th e aforefaid Ecclefiaftic won over to his par- 
ty on= of our lifters who was the houfe-fteward , 
and foon after the priorefs. I was of a very deli- 
cate frame, bnt the good inclination which I had 
did not give ftrength to my body. 1 had two 
maids of my own with me to ferve me ; Yet as 
the community had need of one of them for their 
cook, and the other to attend the door and other 
occafions, I gave them up, not thinking but they 
would allow them to ferve me fometiraes, and adift 
me in things I was not able to do rayfclf ; for 
befides this, I let theraflill receive all my income 
they having had already my firfl: half of this years 
annuity: And yet they would not permit either of 
my maid-fervants to do anything for me. -py 
my office of facriftan I was obliged to fwe?p the 
chinch which was Satge, and they would not 
let any one help me in it. 1 have feveral times 
fainted away over thp broom, and have been, forc- 
ed to reft myfilf in little corners quite fpent;. 
This obliged me to beg them, that they would 
ftiffer it fometimes fo be fwept by fopie of the luf- 
ry country girls which v;ere there, new catholicks, 
which at laft they had the charity to cnnfent to. 
But what moft embarraffed me was that I ne- 
ver h::d wafhed, and v/as now obliged to walli all 
the vcftry linen. I took one of my maids to help 
me bscaufe in attempting it by myfelf, Ihad done 
up the linen moft awkwardly. But- thefe fiftsrs pdl- 

ed 
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ed her by the arms ont of my chamber, telling 
her (he fhould do her own bufinsfs. I let it quiet- 
ly pafs, withoutmakingatiyobjeftion to it. The 
other good fJler, that girl I juft mentioned, grew 
more and more fervent, by the praflice of prayer 
in her dedication of herfelf to the Lord, more 
and inore tender in iierlympattiy witlime, wliich 
irritated this eclefiaftic ; infomuch that, after all 
his impotent attempts here, he went off to Aniucy, 
in order to fow difcord, and to effed more mif- 
chief to father La CimW. 



CHAP. 



VI 



HE went dircfll y to the Eifhop of Gmteva, who 
till then, had manifefted much cfteem and 
kindnefs for mc, and perfuaded him, " that it 
" would be proper to fecuie me to that houfe, 
" to oblige me to give up to it the annual income 
" Ihad refervcd to myfelf ; and to engage me 
"thereto, by makinc! me priorefs." He had 
gained fuch an afcendant over the Bifiiop, that 
the people in the country called him the httle 
Sijhop. Wherefore he drew him to enter hearti- 
ly, and with 2eal into this propofition, and to 
refolve to bring it about whatever it Ibould coft 
him. 

The Ecclcfiaftic, having fo far carried his 
^mt, and being fwellcd with his fuceefs in this 
nrft efiay, no longer kept any meafurcs in regard 
^'v^i!' ^"^ ^""''" "''^'^ caufing all ihe letters 
whiph I knt, nnd thofe which were direaed to 
md, to be ftopt ; in order to have it in his power 
to make what imprelTions he pleafed on the minds 
cf other.^, and that I (hould neither be able to 
5^ 3 know 
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know it, nor defend inyfelf, nor to give or fend 
to ray friends any account of the manner in 
wliith I was treaied. One of the maids I had 
brought wanted to letvirn, as fhe could liavx no 
reft in this place, and the other that remained 
was infirm, and too much taken up by oOiers to 
help me in any thing. As Father La Combe was 
to come, I thought he would foften the violent 
fpirit of this man, and that he would give me 
proper advice. 

In the mean time they propofed to me the en- 
gagement, and the poft of priorefs. T anfwer- 
cd, " that as to the engagement it was impof- 
" fible for me, fmce ray vocation was elfe- 
" where. And I could not regularly be the 
" priorcfs, till after paffmg. througli the novi- 
" date, in which they had all fervcd two years 
" before their being engaged ; that when I fhould 
" have done as much I (hould fee how Goi> 
" would infpire me." The priorefs replied pretty 
tartly, " tliat if I would ever leave them it were 
" beft for me to do it immediately." Yet I did 
not offer to retire, but continued ftlU to afl as 
ufual. However I faw the [ky gradually thicken- 
ing, and ftorms gathering on. every fide. The 
priorefs then affedcd a milder air. She affiircd 
roe, " llvit ihe had a defire, as well as I, td go 
" to Geneva ; that I fhould not engage, but on- 
" ly proraife her to take her with rttc, ifrwcnt 
"thither." She pretended to place a great ccn- 
fidencE in me, and profeffed a high efteem for 
me. As I am very free, and have nothing but 
tiprightiiefs, I let her knov/ " that I had no at- 
" Jifitiim fpf tl^e, raajwpr , of life of the new ca- 
'(.jtjiQjidfcs, jby.^ rcafon, of the intrigues from 
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" becaufe I wanted them to be upright in eve- 
" ry thing." She fignified, " that (he did not 
" confent to fuch things, but becaufe that _Ec- 
" clcfiaftic told her, they were neceffary to give 
"the houfe a cretlit in diftant parts, and to 
" draw charities from ft(f/r." lanfwered, " that 
" if we wallved uprightly God would never fail 
" us. He v/ould fooner do miracles for us," 
I retiiarked to her, " that when, inftead of fince- 
" rity, they had recourfe to artifice, charity grew 
" cold, and kept herfelf (hut up. It is God alone 
" whoinfpjres charity: How then isit tobedrawii 
" by difguifes ?" 

i^traif after Father La Comhe came about the 
retreats, (This was die third and laft time tliat 
he came to Gex.) Tlie priorefs, after fhe had 
been tampering a good deal with me hereupon, 
having wrote him a long letter before his com- 
ing, and received his ^nfwer, which (he ihewed 
me, now went to a(li him whether (he would one 
day be united to me at Geneva. He anfv.'ered 
with his ufual uprighmefs, " Our Lord has made 
" it know'n to me ihat you flrall never be efta- 
" blifhtd at Gcnevn." And foon after Ihe died. 
When he had uttered this declaration, Ihe ap- 
peared enraged againft botli him and me, after a 
fnrprizing mariner. She went direftly to that Ec- 
clefiaftic, wlio was in a cliamber with the hotife- 
fteward ; and they took their meafures together, 
to oblige me either to engage or retire. Tliey 
thought that I would fooner engage than retire, 
and they narrowly watched my letters. 

He reqnefted-I^ather itfOiffjfe, WhichAVason- 

ly witif a defign to lay (hates for him, to preach -, 

Vhich he did on this text, " The King's daugh- 

R 4 " ttr 
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" ttr is beautiful within." That EccleC-iftic, 
who was prefent with his confident, faid, " It 
" was preached sgainfl him, and was full of 
" errors," He drew up eight propofitions, and 
inferred in them wliat the other had not preached, 
adjufting them as mahciouily as ever he couid, 
and fent them to one of his friends at Rotne, to 
get them examined by the facred congregation, 
iiad by the inquifition. Though he had very ill 
digefted them, ;it Rome they were pronounced 
good. That greatly difappointed and vexed him. 
After having been treated in this manner, and 
opprobiioufly reviled by him in the moit ofFen- 
fire terms, the father, with much mildnefs and 
hnmility told him, " that he was going to Anncrj 
" abouf fume affairsof the convent -, and that if 
" he had any thing to write to ihe Bifhop of Gc- 
" neva, he would take care of his letter." He 
defired him then to wait a while, as he was going 
to write. The good father had the patience to 
wait above three hours, without hearing from 
him ; though the other had tteated him exceed- 
ingly ill, fo far as to fnatch out of his hands a 
letter I had given hini for that worthy hermit I 
have mentioned. Hearing he was not gone, but 
was ffitl in the church, I went to hira, and beg- 
ged hitn to fend to fee if the other's packet was 
ready; becaufc the day was fofar gone, that he 
would be obliged to lodge by the way. When 
the mefi'enger arrived, he found a fcrvwt of thi' 
Ecckfiafiic on liorfebaek, ordered to go full fpe^d , 
to be at A'Hffy before the father. He then re- 
turned an anfwei, " that he had no letters tc 
" fend by him." ThiswasfocomriVed, that he 
might gain tim? to prepoffefs.the, Bifhopfor his 
purpotes. FatJjer- La Cofnhe then fet off for An- 
fifcy, and oti his arrival found the Bilhop prepof- 

feffcd, 
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fefled and in an ill humotir. This was the fub- 
ftance of tlic difcourfe which they had : 

Bifiop. " You mtift abfolmely engage tlii.s I3- 
" dy to give what fhe has to the houfe at Gex, 
" and make her the priorefs of it. 

F. La Cemhe. " My Lord, you know what (he 
" has told you herfelf of her vocation, both at 
" Paris and in this country. I therefore do not 
" believe that flie will engage ; nor is there any 
" likeliliood that, after having quitted her all, in 
" the hop': of entering Geneva, (he fliould en- 
" gage elfewherc, and thereby put it out of her 
" power to accomplifh the defigns of God in re- 
" gard to her. She has offered to (lay with 
" ihofe fsfters as a boarder. If tliey are willing 
" to keep her as fueh, fhe wlli rcnain with them, 
" if not, (lie is refolved to retire into fome con- 
" vent, till God fhalldifpof; of her otherwife. 

Srfiof. " J know all that ; but I likewife 
'V know that (he is fo very obedient, that, if you 
'5 order her, fhe V:'ill alfuredly do it, 

- F. La Comhe. " It is for that reafon, ray Lord;' 
", that one ought to be very cautious in the com- 
" mands which they lay on her : Can I induce a 
" foreign lady, who, for all her fubfiftence, has 
'* nothing but a fmall pittance fhe has referved 
" to herfelf, to give up that in favour of a 
" houfe which is not yet eftablifhed, and per- 
1^ 'haps ■ never will ? If the houfe happen to fail 
" or be no longer of ufc, what fnall that bdy 

' live tmr- Siiall flie go to thchofpital > And in- 
deed., this houfe .•:wiH not long be of any ufe 
. '-I q<-.ril=.J :.r'. •■„,- •'^^^^ 
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" fmce there are no proieftants in any part ol 

" Fr/im-e nsai h. i>|,ij l..,i;.- .;ii 

Bifiiop. " Thefe, reafons are good for natblllg, 
" If yoti do not make her do wliat I have faid, I 
" will degrade and Aiipend yoii."^-This manner 
of fpsakiiig fomewhat Turprized the father, who 
well enongh underffands the rules of fufpen- 
fion, which is not executed on fuch things. He 
rejdied, 

" My I_x>rd, I am ready, not only to fiiifer the 
" ftifpcnfion, but even death; rather than do any 
" tiling againft roy confcience,"— Having faid 
that, he retired. 

He diredly fent me tliis, account by an cx- 
ptefs, to the end that I might talce proper mea- 
fures thereon. 1 had no other coiirfe to take but 
to retire into a qonvent. I received a letter in- 
forming me that the Nun to whom I had eiitniflied 
my daughter was fallen Cck, and defiring me to 
go to her for kirae time. I llicwcd this letter to 
the fillers of our houfe, telling thern, "I had a 
" mind to go ■, but that if they ceafed to perfe- 
" cute me, and would leave Father La Cumie 
" in peace, I would return as foon as the millrefs 
" of my daughter fhould be recovered." Inftead 
of this, .they perfecutcd me more Trioicntly^ wrote 
to Paris againft me, ftopt all my letters, and fent 
Ubete agiinft rae round tlie counti-y. 

Thb day after my srrii^'ftl at.Ti'BS'K, Father La 
Combs let off for tlic valley; of, AyZ* to preach, 
rbijl- ''t^'"*: 

1,*n|.OB?.T, a Dutclij- ia ,^I'f;lJa^)J<„|!t^,tilp fpot of she- 



LADY G U I O N. 267 
ilicre iti the Lciit. He-iiad come to take leave of 
me and told me, " he lliould go from thence 
" to Maine, and perhaps not return, as his fiipc- 
" riors might detain him there ; that he was for- 
" ry to leave rac in a ftrange country, without 
" fuCcour, • and perfecuted of every one." Ire- 
plied, " My father, that gives me no pain, I 
" ufe the creatures for God, and by his order. 
" Through his mercy, I do very well wsili- 
" out them, when he withdraws them : And I 
" am very well content never to fee you, if fuch 
" is his will, and to abide under perfecticion." 
He faid he went off well fatisfied to fee me in fuch 
a difpofition, and then took his leave and de- 
parted. 

As foon as I got to the Urfnlitirs, a very 
aged and pious prieft, who for twenty years 
pafl: had not come out of his folitudc came to 
find me. He told me, " that he had had a 
" vifion relative to mc ; that he had feen a 
" woman in ' a boat on the lake ; and tliat 
" the Bifhop of (j^snia, with forac of his priefts^ 
" ejiSfted all their eflbrt-i; to fink the boat fher 
"was in, and to drown her ; that he eonti- 
"tlueld in this vifion above two hours, with 
" pain of mind ; that it feemed fometimes as 
" if this woman were quite drowned, as for 
'* 'Srtie time file quite difappeared ; but after- 
" *ards flie appeared again, and ready to ef-- 
" cape the danger, while the Bifhop nSwr 
" ceafed lo purfue her. This woman was al- 
" wayii cqisily calm ; but he never faw her en- 
■" lirf1)j-'ifrc» from him. From v/hencC I xssm 

elude 

Alps, irithc Nnrth-ead of Italy, 65 ftiflc-s Sauth-eall:' tif 
Gexiw, and fubjea to the king of Sardima. 
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" dude, added he, that the Bifhop will pc-rfe- 

" cute you M-ithout intermifiion." 

. * I had an intimate frteria", 'wife of that ggvef- 
nor of whom I have made fome mention. As 
(he Taw ! had c^uitted every thing- fur God, 
flie had a warm defire to follow nif. With 
diligence did fhc difpofc of all her effefts, 
and fettle her affairs, in order to come to tne : 
But when the heard of the perfecution, flie 
was difcoiiraged from cnming to a place, from 
whence fhe thought I (hould be obliged to re- 
tire :— And foon after fee' died. 
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■.M.y/ftl flOiiili-.j fiJI.v li. 

AFTER 'Faffie'r '£«! .C?»sfc 'was- gone, the 
perfecution raifed againfl; me became more 
violent. Ent the Eifhcp of Gens-va ftill fliewed 
me fome civilities, as well to try whether he coiiM 
prevail on rae to do what he defircd, as to (bund 
how matters paffed in France, and to prejudice 
the rnindsof tlie people there againfl rae, always 
pi-eventing me from, receiving the letters fcnt me. 
The Ecclefiaftic and his fimily had twenty-two, 
intercepted letters, opened, on their table. There 
was one wherein was fent me a Letter of Attor- 
ney to figti, of immediate confeqiiencc. They 
were obhged- to put it under another cover, and 
fend it to me. The Bifhop writ to Father La 
Mitfi'e, and h?d no difficulty^ tji'M* Wili in(6 

"•'ll appears, that ihe wis an iiiflrument in the 
Lord's hand, in this plac!f, vi^.Yinm, of greit fpiri- 
tiij.l benefit to feveral yourtgAvoroW of the village.; from 
what fhe oeC£fiOfi,3lly. nfjCjiUens. farfhtr; on, .itliz, in 
ClispViS. " 

his 
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his party. For he was difplcafed with me on 
two accounts ; Firft, that I had not fettled on 
him a psnfion, as he expeded, and as he told 
me very roughly feveral times : And fecondlv, 
that I did not take his advice in every thing ; be- 
fide fome other interefts he had in view. He at 
once declared againfl: me. The EilTiop made 
him his confidant : And it was lie who uttered 
and fpread abroad the news about rae, which 
they fcnt him. They imagined, as was fuppof- 
cd, that I lliould annul the donation I had made, 
if I returned ; that, having the fupport of friends 
in Frmre, I flioutd find the means of breaking 
it ; but in that ihey were much miftaken ; for 
I had no thought of loving any thing but the po- 
verty of Jesus Christ. For fome time yet 
the Father aited with caution towards me. He 
wrote ms fome letters ■, which he addrcffed to the 
Bifhop of Geneva, and they agreed fo together 
that he was the only perfon from whom I receiv- 
ed any letters, to which I returned very moving 
anfwers,; yet he, inftead of being touched with 
theip, became, only rnor& irritated againfl:, ipe..,,,.,- 

Tt[E Bifhop continued to treat me with a fhew 
of refpeft : And yet at the fame time he wrote 
to many perfons at Pari.', as did alfo the Sillers 
of tlie houfe to all thofc perfons of piety wlio had 
vfmtt^ letters to me, to bias tl:era as much as pof- 
fible againfl: me, and to avoid the biame which 
oiight natmaily to fall upon them, for having fo 
unworthily treated a perfon ivho had gi ven yp e^ 
very thing, to devote herfelf to the fervice of that 
diocefe ; for after I Ijad done this, and was not 
in a condition to return to France, they treated 
rae esitrsmely ill in every refpefl:. There Was 
foarcc any !dad of frlfe orfabuleus ftoty, likely 

- to 



270 T H E L I F. E O F. 
to gala any crsdit, which they did not invent ta 
cry me do-m. Befide my having no way to 
make the truth known in France, OM Lord in- 
fpired me with a willingnels to fuffer every thing, 
without jnftifying myfelf i fo that in my cafe no- 
thing was heard but condemnation, without any 
vindication. It was not dif&cult indeed to do 
this to one who did not defend herfclf. 

I WAS in this convent, and had feen Father 
La Combe no fartlier than I have mentioned ; yet 
they did not ceafe to pubhih, both of hira and 
me, die moft fcandalous Ilories ; as utterly falfe 
as any thing could be, for he was then a hundred 
and fifty Leagues from me. .> ;i-' > 

iiipor forae time I was ignorant of this. As ! 
knew diat all my tetters were kept from me, I 
ccafed to wonder at receiving none. I lireJ in 
tliis houfe with my little daughter in a fv/eet re- 
pofe, which was a very great favour of Provi- 
dence ; for my daughter had forgot her French, 
and. among the little girls from the nioiiatains 
had contracted a wild look and difagreeable man- 
nere. Her wit, fenfe. and judgment v;erc indeed 
jnrprizing, and her difpofirion exceedingly good. 
There were only fome little fits of pseviftmcfs, 
which they had caulcd to rife in her, through cer- 
tain contrarities out of feafon, careffes ill applied, 
and for want of knowing the proper manner 
of education. But the Loh d provided in, regard 
to her, as I Ihall tell. During this time my mind 
was preferved calm and reiigned to Goni My 
filence was great ; and for fome time I had lei- 
fure to tafte of and to enjoy the Divinity in my 
little cell : Afterwards tliat good Siiicr almofi: 
continually interrupted me ; and i anfv/ercd every 

thin? 
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thinff (lie defired of me, both out of condefcenii- 
on and from a principle which I had to obe)- like 



on,, 
a; child 



^ When I was in my apartment, without any 
odier: dneiitor than cur Lou D by his fpirit, how- 
ever favoured therein, as foon as one of my lit- 
tle children came to knock at my Aoor, he re- 
(luired me to admit the interruption. He fliow- 
ed me that it is not the aftions in themfelves 
which pleafe him, but the conftant ready obedi- 
ence to every dlfcovery of his will, even in the 
sninuteft things, with fuch a fupplenefs, as not 
to ftickto any thing, but ftili to turn with him at 
every call. My foul was then, 1 thought hke a 
ieaf, or a feather, which the wind moves what 
way foever it pleafes ; and the Lor d never fuf- 
fersi a foul fo dependent on, and dedicated to 
liim, to be deceived. 

MosiT part of men appear to me very unjuft^ 
who readily reiign themfelves to another man, 
and look upon that as prtidence. They confide 
in men who are nothing, and boldly fay, " Such 
" a perfon cannot be deceived:" And if one 
fpeak of a loui wholly reiigned to Goo, which 
follows him faidifuUy,- tiiey cry aloud, " That 
" perfon is deceived with his refignation." Oh 
my divine Love! Doft tlicu want either ftrengdi, 
fidelity, love, or wifdom, to conduft i.hofe 
who trufl: in thee, and whoare thy .deareft 
children ? I have feen. men bold enough to fay 
" Follow me, and you thall not be mifled/' 
How fadly are thofe men raificd themfelves by 
their pre;?jmption ! And how much fuoher ihovld 
r§o 10 him wha.ttu,vid .lie afraid ;of mifleading 
'ialt/£!S ,cai haiqiinsini vlif'i.-.me.^ 
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me ; who tiufting neither to his learning nor ex^ 

perjencc, would rely upon God only! 

Ou ft Lor d (hewed me, in a drsam, two ways 
by which fouls fteer their courfe, under the fi- 
gure of two drops of water. The one appeared 
to me of an unparalklled beauty, brighmefs and 
purity i the other to have aUb a briglitnefs, yet 
full of little fibres or ftreaks ; both good to 
quench thirft ; tlis: former altogether pleafanr, 
hut the latter not fo perfedly agreeable. By the 
former is repiefented the way of pure and nuked 
Faith, which pleafes the Spauie much, it is fo 
pure, IQ clear from all Sslf-hv;. The way of 
openings or gifts is not fo ; and yet it is that in 
which many enlightened fouls walk, and into 
which they had drawn Father La Combe, But 
God (hswcd mc that h.e had given him to me, 
to draw him into one more pure and perfeil:. I 
fpoke before the Sifters, he being prefent, of the 
yi(n of Fiiilh, how much mors glorious it was to 
God, and advantageous for the foul, than all 
thofe gifts, openings and all'urances 'ivhich ever 
caufe us to live to felf. This difcouraged them 
at firft, and him alfo. I faw they were pained, 
as tliey have confeffed to me fmce. I laid no 
more of it at that time. But as he is a perfon 
of great humility, he bid me unfold what I 
had wanted to fay to him. I told him a part 
of my dream of the two drops of water ; yet 
he ^3id not then enter into what I faid, the time 
for it being not yet come : But when he earns to 
Gex, to raaki tlie retreats, our Lord made 
known to me, as I was at prayer m the night, 
that I was hii Mother, and he_ my &;i. I told 
hitn the cireiimftances of a certain time paH -, 
and he racoUev'^ed that it was tlie time of fo ex- 

traordi- 
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traordinary a touch with which tiie Lord favour- 
ed him, that he was quite overwhehued with 
contrition. This gave him fucli an interior re- 
novation, that having retired to pray, in a very 
ardent frame of mind, he was filled with joy, 
and feized with a powr-rful emotion, which made 
him enter into what I had told him 0/ the tatty 
of Faith. I give thefe things, as they happen to 
come to my remembrance, without carrying 
them on in order. 

After Eafltr, in the year 1683, the Eifhop 
came to 7onon. I had occafion to fpeak to him 
which when I had done, oiirlflRD fo pointed my 
words that he appeared thoroughlv convinced : 
But the perfons, who had influenced him before, 
returned to the charge. He then preffcd m,e very 
much to return to Gex, and to take the place of 
Priorefs. I gave him the reafons againft it which 
I have mentioned before. I then appealed to 
him, as a Bifhop, defiringhim to take care to re- 
gard nothing but God in what lie fliould fay to 
me. He was ftruck into a kind of confufion : 
And then faid to me, " Since you fpeak to me 
" in fuch a manner, I cannot advife you to it. 
" It is not for us to go contrary to our vocations ; 
" but do good, I pray you, to this houfe." I 
promifed him to doit ; and having received my 
penfion, ! fent them a hundred Piftoles, with a 
defign of doing the fame as long as I Ih'ould be 
in the diocefe. The Bifhop faid to me farther, 

I love Father La Cembe. He is a true fervant 

of God ; And he has told me many things to 
" which I was forced to affent , for I felt them 
^'^ m myfelf : But added he, when I fay fo, they 
" «11 me I am miftaken, and that before the end 

offi.-imcathshewillrunmad;' He told me, he 
S " approved 
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" approved of the Nuns, which had been im- 
" der the care and inftruftion of Father La Combe, 
" finding them to come up fnlly to what he had 
" heard of them." From thsnce I took occafion 
to tell liim " that in every thing he ought to re- 
" fer himfclf to his own breaft, or to the in- 
" ftruAions there immediately received, and not 
" to others." He agreed to what I laid, and 
acknowledged it to be right : And yet no fooner 
was he returned dian fo great was his weaknefs 
that he re-entered into his former difpofitions. 
He fent the fame Ecclefiaftic to tell me that I 
mufl engage myfelf at Gex ; and that it was his 
fentiment. I anfwered, that I was deteranined 
to follow the counfel he had given me, when he 
had fpokeo to me as f mm God, imce now they 
made him fpeak only ai mm. 



CHAP. 



Vlil, 



MY fotil was in a ftate of entire reftgnation, 
and very great content, in the midft of 
uich violent tempefts. Thofe perfons came to 
tell me a hundred extravagant ftories againft Fa- 
ther Lti Cmibe. The more they faid to me to 
his difadvantage, the more efteem I felt for him. 
1 anfwered them, " Perhaps I may never fee him 
" again; btit I fhall ever be glad to do him 
" kiftice. It is nut he who hinders me from en- 
" gaging at Gex. It is only becaufe I know it to 
" be none of my vocation." They afked me, 
" Who could know that better than the Bilhop !■" 
They farther told me " I was under a deoep- 
" tion, and ray ftate was good for nothing." 
IFliJs gave me no uneafmefs,- having referred 

to 
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to God the care of requiring, and of execut- 
ing what he requires, and in whatever manner 
he demands it. 

A SOUL in this ftate feeks nothing for itfclf, 
but all for God. Some may fay, " What then 
" does this foul r" It loaves itfelf to be con- 
duced by God's providences and creatures. Out- 
wardly its life feeras quite common ; inwardly, 
it is wholly refigned to the divine will. The 
more every thing appears adverfc, and even def- 
peratc, the more calm it is, in fpite of the an- 
noyance and pain of the fenfes and of the crea- 
tures, which, for fome time after the new life, 
raife fome clouds and obftrtiftions, as I liave al- 
ready fignified. But v/hen the foul is entirely paf- 
fed into its original Being, all thefe things no 
more caufe any reparation or partition. It finds 
no more of that imputity which came frorn fclf- 
fL-.'king, from a human manner of aifting, from 
an unguarded word, from any warm emotion or 
eagernofs, which caufed fuch a mift, as it then 
could neither prevent nor remedy, having fo of- 
ten experienced its own efforts to be ufelefs, and 
even hurtful, as th-y did nothing elfe but flill 
more atid tnore defile it. There ia in fiich cafe 
no other way or means nf remedy, but in wait- 
ing till /& fun of ri^hiemfnefi diffipate thofc 
fogs, as the v.'hple work of purification comes 
from God only.- Afterwards this conduft be- 
comes natural- And then the foul can fay with 
the royal prophet, " Though an hoft fllouid en- 
" camp againff me; ray heart ' ihall not fear: 
"^Though war fhould rife'agKirift me, m him 
"'■Ivl.il-I tanfide.'! For then, though aflluiltcd 
ai\'-!s^€rj fide by evit fpitits, it continuaa fixed 
ai a rock. Having no will but ilt what God ftes 
S z meet 
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meet to order, be ii what it may, high or low, 
great or fmall, fweet or bitter, honour, wealth, 
life or any other objea:, what can ihalce its 
peace ? It "is true, our nature is fo crafty that it 
worms itfelf throivgli every thing ; arid a Jeljijb 
fight is like the bafilifks ; it deftroys. 

1*RIALS are fuited to the ftatc of the foul, 
whether condufted by lights, gifts, or extafieti 
&c. or by the entire deftruftion of felf in the 
■may of mked faith. Both thefe ftates are found 
in St. Paul. He tells us, " And left I lliouM 
" be exalted above raeafUre, through the abun- 
" dance of revelations, there was given to me a 
" thorn in the flelll, the meflenger of Satan to buf- 
" fct rrte." He prayed thrice, and it was faid 
to hisn, " My grace is fufficient for thee ; for my 
" ftrength is made perfeft in weaknefs." He 
proved alfo another ftate when he thus expreffed. 
himfelf, " Oh wretched liian that I am ! Wiio 
« fhall deliver me from the body of this death ?" 
To which he replies, " I thank God, it is dons 
" through jEstJs Christ ourLojiD." It is he 
who conquers death in us through his own life. 
Then there is no longer a fting in death, or 
thorn in the flefli, capable of paining or hurting 
any more. 

At firfl; indeed, and for a pretty long time 
after, the foul fees that nature wants to take fome 
part with it in its trials : And then its fidelity 
donfifts in withholding it. without allowing it 
theleaft indulgence, till it leave every thing to 
go on with Guv in purity as it comes from him. 
Till the foul be in this ftate, it always ful- 
lies^ hy its owri mixture, the operation of God ; 
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like thofe rivulets which contradi the corruption 
of the places they pafs througli ; but, flowing in 
a pure place, they then remain in the purity of 
their foiirce. Unlefs Gop through experience 
make known this guidance to the foiil, it can 
never comprehend it. 

Oh if fouls had courage eiiough to refign thera- 
felves to the work of purification, without hav- 
ing any weak and foohfh pity on themfelves, 
what a noble, rapid and happy progrefs would 
they make ! But few are willing to lofe the earth. 
If they advance fome fteps ; as foon as the fea 
is ru(Hed, they are dejcfted, they caft anchor, 
and often defift from the profecution of the voy- 
age. Such diforders does (elEfh intereft and 
felf-hve occafion. It is of confecjuence not to 
look too piuch at one's own ftate, not to lofe 
courage, tiot to afford any noiiridirrient to felf- 
iove, which is fo deep-rooted, that its empire is 
not eiifily demoliftied.— Often the idea which a 
man falfeiy conceives of the greatnefs of his 
advancement in divine experience makes bins 
want it to be leen and known of men, and to 
willi to fee the very fame perfeftion in others. 
He conceives too low ideas of others, and too 
high of his own ftate. Tlien it becomes a pain 
to him to converfe with paople too human ; where- 
as a foul truly morafied and refigned would ra- 
ther converfe with tlic worft, by the order of Pro- 
vidence, than with the beft, of its own choice ^ 
wanting only to fee or to fpeak to any as Provir 
dence dirccis,^ knowing well that all beflde, fat 
from helping,, pt)ly hurt it, or at Icaft prove very 
unFruitfui ,to it. ', '[' 
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What then renders this foul fo perfeftly con- 
tent ? It neither Ivr.ows, nor wants to know, any 
thing but what God calls it to. Herein it enjoys 
divine content, after a manner vaft, immenfc, 
independent of exterior events ; more fatisfied 
in its hiimihation, and in the oppofition of all 
creatures, by the order of Providence, than on 
the throne of its own choice. 

Oh thqil who alone condnfteft thefe fonls, and 
who canft teach ways fo hidden and loft, fo con- 
trary to the.iihifd Jpirit. of divotim, which is fnl! 
of itfelf and Its own virtues ,^ — bring hither friuls 
ianumerable, which may love thee in the utmoft 
purity. Every other love, however x>ehemcnt and 
ardent, is not the pure love, but a lev; mixed 
with rdf-drnefs. Thefe fonls are the delight rf 
(3oD, T^ho ddights fa li <wnhthe children of men^ 
fProv. 8. 3[.) that is with fouls child-like and 
innpcerit,' fiicli as are fet free from pride, af- 
^ribing to thcmfelves only nothingnefs and fin. 
They are one in God, to fuch a degree, that 
they look at him only, and every thing elfe in 
him. Beautiful is that paffage of Jeremiah, 
" He fitteth alone, and keepeth filence becaufe 
" he hath born his yoke upon him." (Lam. 
Hj. a8.) 

■'■■'■■■ 'Wrf A t''mlikcst1ie pcrfeftion of one fta^e-' is 
only the weak and imperfcfl beginning of that 
which follows it, as "in the raoiinting up from a 
lower cltifs to A higher. The child's ftate has 
lt5 beauties and cllarnis ' in its feafon, as have 
itl'the fuccjeding ftages of i:hc divine life, when 

■' rightly ■difpofe'd afid direfled. St' Pa o l; fays, 
fhe Law was our Scbiii>l-m'\ft^f " ^^^^fS "^ ''"'" 

' Chrsst. (Gal. iii. 25.)' But when v/c are come 
• • to 
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to him, that mailer is then rendered of no ufe. 
It is he who brings into ths perfefl l;lierty of 
tie Sons of God, which liberty flows from the 
Spirit of God. But what are thofe fouls de- 
iigned for, which arc fo dear to him ? To be 
ctmfirmed to thi Iimge of his Son. (Rom. viii. 
29. 30.) 

Ir is here that the apoftolichfe begins.^But is 
every one called to that ftate ?^Very few, indeed, 
as far as I can comprehend ; and, of the few 
that are called to it, fewer ftill walk in true pu- 
rity. There is a way of lights, gifts and graces, 
a holy life in which the creature appears all ad- 
mirable ; As this life is more apparent, fo it is 
more eileemed of fuch at leafl as have not the 
pureft light. The foals which walk in the other 
path are often very little known ; for a length 
of time, as it was with Jesus CHRiST'himfelf, 
till the laft years of his life. Oh if I conld ex- 
prefe what I conceive of this ftate 1 But I can 
only ftammer about il,~ ! have wandered far 
from ray ilory, but am not capable of doing 
orherwife. 
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IX. 



BEING, as I have faid, with the Ur/ulims 
at TonoH, after having fpoken to the Bifhop 
of Geneva, and feeing how he changed, juff as o- 
thers t^ivned him,. J wrote to him and to Fadier La 
Mmhe 1 bt'.i all ray paiiis were ufelefs. The more 
I endeavoured to accomodate matters, the more 
the Ecclefiaftic tried to confound them, — Iceafed 
to meddle. 

S 4 I HAD 
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I HA D a dream that 1 drew a cord whicfe feem- 
ed at firfl: of diamond ; but aftciwivrds it appeared 
to be of iron. I faw ftorms comingon eveiY fide; 
yet I rcfted in a profound peace, wating for the 
flrokes which I could not avoid. I bi'hpld the 
tempsft defcend imp^tuonfly, without my hav- 
ing done the leaft tlii.ng to contribute to it, or fee- 
ing any thing forme to do but peaceably tofiif- 
fei'. One day I was iqM that the Ecclefiaftio had 
won ov^r the good girl whom J dearly loved. 
So ftrong a d3fire I had had for her perfeftion 
that it had coft me much. I fhould not have felt 
the death of a .?:!a!d fo much as her lofe ; ■ At 
the fan^e time I was tnld how to hinder it, but 
that human way of afling was repugnant to my 
in\vard fejilb ; and thefe words arofe' in my 
h?act, ;£«;;( Vie Lord tuild ibe Hmiji, i£c,>.n i 

Akd 'indeed he provided herein himfelf, hin- 
dering her from yielding to this deceitful man, 
after a manner to be admired, and very thwarting 
to the defjgns of him and liis aflTociates As long 
a^ I was with her (lie ftill feemcd wavering and 
fearful -. But oh the infinite goodnefs of God, to 
picferve without our aid what wi thout his we (hould 
inevitably lofe !— I was no fooner feparated from 
hear, but fhe became /'mwrofitiii. , ,-;i ;/. 

^v-v- ' ■ :.. I •■■-■.- . •i;.>«-T..'i II: 

• -.-'As for me, there fcarce pafled a da.y(siWfftinBy 
treated me with new, infults ;. tlieir affaults-'came 
0(1 me at unawares. The new C-atholicfcs, by 
tlieinftigationoftlieBifhopof CwKiirt, the Eccle- 
Cattic, and the fitters at Ge^, ftirred up all the 
perfons of piety agaift me. I had but little unea- 
finefsrjri my account. . If Icovild have had it on. 
any, it would have beetv on that of Father £,«. 
Cimie, whoni they vjiely afperfed, though he 
■;i was 
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was abfent. They even made ufe of his abfence, 
to overfet all the good he had done in the country, 
by his miiTions and pious labours, which was in- 
conceivably great. At fiifl I was too ready to 
vindicatehim, thinking it juftice to do it. Idid 
not do it at all for rayfelf ; and oitrToRo (h?wcd 
me that Imuil ceafe doing it for him, in order to 
leave him to be more thoroughly annihilated ; 
becaufe from thence he would draw a g.-eater glo- 
tsfi than ever he had done- from his own reputa- 
tioas - - 

;■,! ^)vr„-i ■',--:- :-■:-■ -: ' ~: '■■ ■ -■-.. '. 

•^lETiteSr -dayithey invented ibrne new flander. 
No kind of ftratagem, or rhalitibus device in 
tlieir power, did they omit. They came to fiir- 
prife and en fnarc me in my words ; but Gon giiard- 
ed me C) well, iliat therein they only difcovered 
their own malevolence. I had no confolation 
from the creatures. She who had the care'of "my 
daughter behivcd roughly to itie. SucS are the 
perfons whoiregulate ihemfelves only by their gifts 
sad openings. Wlien they don't fee things pre^ 
feotly fuceced, as they regard them only by their 
fticcefs,- and are not willing to have the affront of 
their pretenfinns being thought uncertain, iind li- 
able to miitake, they ftek isithmit for fupports. 
As for me who pretended to nothtng, I thought 
all fuccecded well, inafmuch as all tended to felf- 
anniWlation. OA another fide, the 'rriaid I had 
bfought, andwhbftayed with me, grew tired our." 
Wiintingto go back again, fhe ftunned me with 
her-complainis, thwaiting and chiding me from, 
morning rill ntglit, upbraiding me with what I had 
leff,iiand Cf-ming to a place where I was good for' 
nwlitng. I W.VS obliged to bear alt her ill-humours 
ana fMdimouisBf -her tongue 
jii (lp.i;ofii ,bdix(li, .: 

F. ia 
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F. La M'libe wrote to me that I was a rebel to 
my Eifliop, ftaying in his diocefe, only to give 
him pain. Indeed, 1 law thfie was notiiingfor 
me to do here, fo long as the Biiliop fhotild be a- 
gainft rne. I did what I cotdd to gain his good 
will • hilt it was inipoffible on any other terms 
tfian the engagement he demanded, and that 
I knew to be ray duty not to do. This, joined to 
the poor etincalioa of my daughter, affe'fted my 
heart. When any glimmering of hope appeared, 
it foon vaniflitd ; and I gained ftrength from a fort 
of defpair. 

DuRiNO this time Father La Combs was at 
Rome, where he was received with fo much ho- 
nour, and his docirine fo highly eftecmed, that 
the facred congregation was pleafed to take his 
feiuittmits on fome points of dottrine, which were 
found to be fojiift, and fo clear, that it followed 
ihem. Mean while the lifter vjouk! take no care 
of ray daughter, and when I took care- of her, 
ihe was difpleafed. 1 was not able, by any means 
to prevail on her to promife me to try to prevent 
her contrafting bad habits. Howe^'e^ I hoped 
that Father La Cmibi^ at his return, would bring 
every thing into order, and renevv my confolati- 
on. Yet 1 left it all to God. 

About July, 16831, my fifter, who wasan Kr- 
/wfoif, got permiOion to come to the waters. She 
brought a maid with her, v/hieh was very feafon- 

able. My fitter alTifled in the edueation of my 

daughter,' but fli: had frequent janing withher 
Tutreft— I laboured but m vain for peace. --JBy 
feme inflances which I met with in this place, I 
■ law clearly that it is not great gift.s which fanftify, 
unlefs they be accompanied with a profound, hu- 
mility ; 
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miKtyi and that death to every thing is infinite- 
ly more beneficial ; for there wasone who thought 
herfeif at the fummit of perfeftion, but has dilco- 
veredfmce, by the trials which have befallen her 
that (lie was yet very far from it. Oh my God 
how true it is that we may have of thy gifts, and 
yet be very imperfefk, and full of ourfelves \ 

How' -pWy ftraight is the gate which leads to a 
life in God I how littk and ftript of every thing 
,ohe miift be to pofa t'hrotight it, it being nothing 
elfe but death to ourfelves I But whi^a pafled 
through it, what enlargements do we find ! Z3a- 
wrffaith, (Pfalmxviii. ip.) " He brought me 
" forth into a large place." And what is this 
but that infinite E^ing, in whom all other beings 
terminate? And it was tlirough humiliation and 
^bafement that he was brought hklier. 

• F. La Combe, on his arrival, came to fee me. 
The firft thing he faid was about his own weak- 
nefs, and that I mufl return, He added, " that 
" all fectned dark, and no likelihood that God 
" would make ufe of me in this country." The 
Bifhop of Gfmvti wrote to Father La Muhc to get 
me to return, and he wrote to me accordingly 
to do it, The lirft Lent which I paffed with the 
L/rfiilinei, I had very great pains in my eycs; for 
that fame impofthtmie whichl formcfly had be- 
tween the eye a:nd the nofe, returned v.p6n 
pne thrice ovur. The bad air, and the chamber 
which I was in, too opcii to it, contributed hereto. 
My head was frightfully fwelled, but great was 
my inwairl Joy. Jt Was a thing fom.ewhat parti- 
cular;: m (cc iTiar.y good creatures, who did tiot 
kli&'* rr.c, lav.' jmd pity me ; and all the reft 
emaged agsuiiii me, and moft of tliem on reports 
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entirely falfe, neltlier knowing me, nor why ihey 
fo hated me. To fwell the ftream of affliilion 
yet more, my daughter felt fick stnd was likely 
to die : There were but ! ittle hopes of her when 
her miftrefs alfo fell ill. My foul, leaving all to 
God, continued to reft in a quiet and peaceable 
habitation. O principal and fole Objefl; of my 
love ! Were there never any other reward of what 
little fervices we do, or of the marks of homage 
we render thee, than this fixed ftate above the vicif- 
fjtudes in the world, is it not enongh ? The fen- 
fes indeed are fometimes ready to ftart afide, and 
to nin off like truants ; but every trouble files 
before the foul whichisentirely fubjeifted toGoD. 
By fpeaking of a fixed ftatc, I don't mean one 
which can never decline or fall, that being only 
in Heaven. I call it fixed and permanent, com- 
pared with th.e ftates which have preceded it, 
which were full of viciilitudes and variations. I 
do not exclude a ftate of fuffering in the liinfes, or 
arifing from fuperfiejal impurity, which remains 
to be done away, and which one may compare 
to gold ref.neii in its /itijtance, which yet may con- 
tract fpots on the outfide. That gold has no 
more need to be purified in the fire, having Tin- 
dergone that operation; but needs only be clean- 
fed without, St) it Teemed to be with me at that 



There is alfo a piin in this ftate, which is in- 
fliacd of God. All the crolTes and troubles from 
without do no more to it than only graze the flvin, 
when compared to this. The ibnl which is re- 
deemed both from evej-y r<;f!ftance of the divin-; 
Will, and from every feltifh pradice even of good, 
has nothing more to fear, or.lo fuffer, from men 
or devils, though they difcharge ail their furypii 

it. 
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it Againft fuch a fotil indeed all hell is (tirred 
an and yet all that is little of a fuffering to it. 
No'r could thefe have any power, were it not given 
tbtm from above. Jesus Christ bore all the 
avenging jufliioe of God ; And it needed God to 
bear that weight. So it needs a foul transformed 
and pafTed into God, to bear the weight of the 
Father's juftice. Such are the fouls deftined to be 
victims hereof, and to fill up tmhat is hehiKii of the 
Sufferings of CHP.tsr, for his Body's fske whicbis 
the Cburch. (Col. i. 24.) But what isthcrebehind 
of his fufferings, fmce he himfelf faid, "It is fi- 
nifhed," (John, xviii. 19.) except the extenfion 
thereof in his members? Jescs Christ, in the 
garden, ftiffered exceedingly, both from the with- 
drawing of God his Father, and from the weight 
of the fins of all mankind ; So, in his members, 
their unity with the will of God is fo much the 
greater, as it islefs perceived through the weight 
and force of their fufferings. 



CHAP. X. 

MY daughter had the fmail-pox and the pur- 
ples. They fent for a phyfician from 
Geneva, who gave her over. Father La Combe 
then came in to vifit and pray by her. He gave 
her hisbleffing ; and foon after fhe wonderfully 
recovered. The perfecutions of the new catho- 
Hcks againft me continued and increafed : Yet 
for all that, I did not fail to do them a!! the good 
in my' power. My datigllter's miflrefs came 
often to converfe with me, but much imper- 
feftion appeared in her difcoijrfts, though they 
were en religious fubjefls. Father Iji Combe re- 
g*2Uted many things in regard to my daughter, 

which 
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which vexed her raiftrefs lb innch, that hsr for- 
mer friendfh;p was .utnfd into coldnefs. She had 
mcs, but fufl&red nitK'V too fcqiiently to pre- 
vail. 1 told her my thought on her faults, as ! 
was inwardly diredied to do : But though, atthat 
timi, God enlighfincd hsr to fee ;he triiih of 
what I faid, and (he has been more enlightened 
fince - "yet the return of her coldnefs towards me 
enfued upon it. The debates between her and 
my fiiter grew more tart and violent. My daugh- 
ter who was only fix years and a half old, by 
her little dexterities, found a way to pleafe them 
both, chufmg to do her exercifes twice over, firft 
with die one, then with the oihcr, which conti- 
nued not long ; for as her miftrefs generally ne- 
glefted her, doing things at one tim'?, and leav- 
int; them at another, fhe was reduced to learn 
only what my fiftet and I taught her. Lideed 
the vivacity ;of my filler was fo exceflive, that, 
■without a pahicular grace, it v/as hard to fuit 
one's felf ti?' it: And yet file appeared to me to 
furmount herfelf in many things. Formerly I 
could fcEirce bear lier manners ; but I have fmce 
loved every thing in God, who has given me a 
very great facility to bear the faults of my neigh- 
bour, witSr a readinefs to plcafe and oblige cvBrj' 
one, and fuch a compafiion for their calamities or 
diftreffes as I never had before. ' '■',"'',■' 

MoR E cafilv did I beat the great fatita of im- 
perfeft fouls, than very little ones in ftich' asGoo 
had begun to draw toward perfeftion. I- feel my 
heart enlarged v.'ith tendern'-fs towards the firft, 
and a certain firmnefs in regard to the other.s, not 
to tolerate in them faults which we fo much the 
more dangerous, as they lefsdiftruftthera on ac- 
coViGt of their fubtiky. Though it feems that 

my 
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my miferies ought to impofe filence on me, I 
cannot forbear, wirhout fuffering much, to re- 
prove thofe fouls for their defefts. The more 
any foul is favoured with eminent grace, the 
more nearly is it united to me ; the more violent 
alfo is the weight and fuffering I feel for it, if it 
flip or turn afide ever fo little. I difcern its foun- 
dation and its failings, as if tliey were outwardly 
(hewen or let before me. I mean the inward fail- 
ings of the mind, for others furprife me not. 
This view diminilhes not the eftecm I have for 
tbe perfcins ; but it makes me know what they 
want, and obliges me often to tell it to tliem. 

I HAVE no difficulty to ufe condefcenfion with 
imperfeft perfons ; I (hould be fecreriy fmitten 
if I failed therein : But with fouls of grace I can- 
not bear this human manner of sifting, nor fuffcr 
long and frequent converfations. It is a cafe 
which few peribiB are capable of, snd wiiicli Is 
fcarce known. Some religious perfons fay that 
thcfe converfations are of great fervics. I be- 
lieve it may be true for fome times, but nor for 
all ( for there is a period wiierein it hurts, elpe- 
cially when it is of our own choice : the hu-nan 
inchnation corrupting every thing. The fame 
things which would be profitable, when God, 
by liis fpirit, draws to them, become quite other- 
wife, when we of ourfclves enter into them. 
This appears tome fo clear, that I prefer beinu 
a whole day with the worft of pcffons, in obedi- 
ence to Goo , before being one hour with the bcfl: 
only from choice and a human inclination. ' 

Thi5,. order of divine providence makes the 
"hole nile and conduct of a foul entirely devoted 

to 
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to God. While it faithfully gives itfelf up there- 
to, it will do all things right and well, and will 
have everything it wants, without its own care ; 
b-ecavUe God m whom it confides, makes it roevj? 
moment do what he requires, and fiirnifhes the oc- 
cafions proper for it. God loves what is of his 
own order, and of his own will, not according to 
the id a of the merely rational or even ealightened 
man ; for he hides thefe perfons from tile eyes of 
others, in order to preferve ihem in that hiddett 
purity for himfdf. 

But how comes it thatfuch fouls commit any 
faults; becaufe they are not faithful, in giving 
themfelves up to the prefent miimitt. Often too 
eagerly bent on fomsthing, or wanting to be o- 
ver faithful, theyilide into many faults, which 
they can neither forefee nor avoid.— Does God 
then leave foiils which confide in him ? Surely 
no. Sooner would he work a miracle to hinder 
them from falling, if they were refigncd enough 
to liim. They may be refigned as to the gene- 
ral will, ani yet fail as to the prefent montenS. 
Being out of the order of God, they fall. They 
renew fuch falls as long as they continue out of 
that divine order.- — When they return into it, all 
goes right and well, 

Most affuredly if fuch fouls were faidiful e- 
. nou^, not to let any of th momnts of tlje order 
c/GoD flip over, they would not thus fall. This 
appears tome as cleat as the day. As a diflocated 
bone out of the place in which the oeconomy of 
divine wifdom had fixed it, gives continual pain 
till irilored to its proper order, — fo the many 
tioubtoinr;ltfi»i corne from the foul not abiding in 

,,. , - '. ...- irs 
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Its place, and not being Content with the order 
of Gov, and what is afforded therein from moment 
to imrKint ? If men rightly knew this fecret, they 
would all be fully content and fatisfied. But alas 1 
inftead of being content with what they have, 
tiieyare ever wilbing for what they have not; 
while the foul, which enters into the divine light 
begins to be in paradife. What is it that makes 
paradife? It is the order of God, which renders 
all the faints infinitely content, though very une- 
qual in glory ! — From whence comes it that fo 
many poor indig-nt perfons are fo contented, and 
that princes and potentates, who abound to pro- 
ftifion, ate fo wretched and unhappy ? It is be- 
caufe the man who is not content with what he 
has, will ncver.be witliout craving defires; and 
he who is the prey of an uafatisfied defire, can 
never be t:ontent. 



All fouls havcnnoreor lefs of ftrong and ar- 
dent defires, except thofe which are in the divine 
moment. Some have good defires, as to fuffer 
martyrdom for God ; others thirfl: for the falva- 
tion. of their neighbour, and fome pant to fee 
Gob in glory. All diis is excellent : But lie who 
refts in, tiie divuie mojnent, though exempt from 
all thefe defires, is infinitely more content, and 
glorifies God more. The moment of fuffering is 
the order of -GoD,_-ap;d the defire of wlrat one 
has does not accompany the thing itfelf. It is 
wiittin concerning Jssus Christ, when he 
dUBvEQUt of tije temple thoCe who prophaned it . 
'"Thsrrzeal- of - diine houfe hath eaten me up.'* 
J(3hiijl.;i7^, •_ It wasfK thai moment of the order of 
God, ithit,;t!7K4'^ words had their effett. Ho* 
raaioy.-tijneErhad. Jesus Christ been, in the* 
tftnple without fuch a conduft .' Does not he 



E'H! 
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occaCoaally fay of himfelf, that to Jjour was not 
yet come? 

The Saints in glory everdeiire, and ever pof- 
fefs God— Yet this caq hardly be called a defire; 
it is rather an appetite, which the prefent good 
prodiicca, and iaftead of being reftkfs oi painful, 
but augments the delight of enjoyment ; — [t is 
an energy or flight of the fpirit, that enjoys and 
advances incelfantly in Goo, difcovering ftrtl 
new and tranfporting beauties in hrm. — Eternity 
can never exhauft tliefe infinite tteafures of that 
beauty, which is ever antient and new. — What 
tiicy have once known, they know Eternally, and 
yet every moment unfolds and difcovcrs new 
fcenes of wonder, and glory, arid ever varying 
delights ! ■ 

The tendency of the foul to its center is fo 
(Itong, that all the impctuofity which we fee in 
inanimate creatures, to return to theirs, are but 
faint (hadows of this bent of the foul to It^. oti- 
gin^_for the fotil being highly fuperior, is con- 
ftquently more powerful in its attradion. But 
God being infinite, his attfaition is tmfpeakable. 

FK.OM this infinite attraftion of Got>, as well as 
the bent of the foul to follow the draugtvt of the 
central force, one may judge of die pain of tliofe 
ftiuls, which are ilopped in this violent bent, 
jnore or !efs, according as the obftacles, which 
liinder them fronj b;coming loft in God, are 
jcngre or lefs powerful : As alfo of the pain of 
fouls ia hell, a pain fo rouch the greater as it is 
accompanied with the defpair of ever being uni- 
ted to their center. The teafon wc do not feel 
in this life the flrong weight of our feparatioii 

from 
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from or the forte of this powerful attraftion to 
our center, is becaufc of the body, which, arau- 
fing itfelf with created objefts, procures a diver- 
Con and takes away the attention of the foul 
from this attrafling virtue of the center, til! ths 
iriquietude of its feparatinn hinders it from find^ 
ing any peaceful rell on earth. Souls in' purify- 
ing fuffer no longer than till the fawU or obftnie- 
tioii is taken away— for then the pain ceaftsj and 
the degree of their fuffering is jitft in proportion to 
the guik or hindrance, which prevents their re- 
union. And after a fall, they fuffer more or 
lefs, according to the quality of the fatilt.^Eut-1 
wander immoderately, , - /_ > .:-ji!i 

•••■.Ti'.irn yiDv-} ry/ 
End of the Year iBH:-''" '"•' ■ ean-x-') 

C H A P. XI. 

AFTER Father Lsi Cemie was returned from 
Rome, well approved, and furniihed with 
teftimonials of his life and doflrine, he perforrrt^ 
ed his fundlions of preaching and confefling as 
ufual. To him I confeffed ; and he told me at 
firft that I muft return, as I have mentioned, t 
gave him an account of what 1 had done and fuf- 
fercd in his abfence, and what care God had 
taken of all my concerns. I faw his Providence 
incelTantly extended to the very fmalleft things. 
After having been fevcral months -without any 
news of my prfp^rs, when fume pfeflcd me t6 
write, and blamed my negkft, an invjfible haliii 
held me back ; my peace and confidence -were 
great herein. I received' a letter from the Eccle- 
fiaftic at home, which informed me that he had 
orders to eome and fee me, and bring rae my 
T 2 pa- 
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a pretty confidcrablc 
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papers. I had lent for 

bundle of things from P.vh for my daughter. . 

heardthey were loft on the lake, and could kam 

no further tidings about them. 

But I gave myfelf no trouble, I always thought 
they would bi- found. The man who had taken 
tlie charge of ihcm made a fearch after ihem 
a whole month, iu all die environs, without hear- 
ing any news about tliera.. At the end of three 
months they were brouglit to me, having been 
found ill the houfe of a poor man, who liad not 
opened then), nor l5.ne\y who brought thtm tlji- 
ther. Onoc I liad fsitt fot all the money which 
was to ferve. me a whole year ; the perfon who 
had been to reqeiv*; catti for tl;e bill of exchange, 
having put that money in two bags on horfe- 
backs, forgot that it was there, and gave the 
hoifs to a little boy to lead. The money fell 
from the Itorfe in tlie middle of the market at 
Ceneva. That inftant I arrived, coming on tjiie 
offiev fide, and having alighted from my litter, 
thje firfl thing 1 found was my money, in 
walking over it ; >yhat was furprifing, a great 
thfong was in this place, and not oijp had per- 
cesv?d it. Many luch thing5 have attended me, 
wi«ch, to avoid prolixity, I pafs by. Thefe 
ipay fuf&ce, to ftiew tlje cotitiiiual ptoteftioii of 
God.., — - .-., r-- ■ 

'"^h'e Eihjop'flfeim™ continued to pqrfecute 
jok. ...Whenhe. wrote to me, it was with politc- 
oefs. an d^ thanks, for my charities at Gex : While 
at&km^,time.,hefaidtQ otherp, " I gave no- 
" thing lo that houfe."He wrote againfl: me to the 
Urfiiiims with whom I lived, charging theni^to 
hi-udei- me from bvingorty confeteiicej witi), Fa- 
ther 

T.- 
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Sher Lif Csniie, for fear of had funfequfnces. The 
fiiperior of the hovife, a man of merit, and the 
pribrefs, as well as the community, were fo irritat- 
ed at this, that tliey could not forbear teftifyingit 
to himfelf He then excufed himfelf with a pre- 
tended refpefl:', fayinfr, / £d not tnssn it that 
latiy. They wrote to him, " that I did not fee 
" the Father but at the confeffiona!, and not in 
" conference ; that they were fo much edified by 
" me, as to think themfelves happy in having 
" me, and to eftecm it a great favour from God," 
What they faid out of pure charity was not plea- 
ling to the Bifliop, who, feeing they loved me in 
this houfe, faid, that I ivsn over every tody to my- 
■ felf, and that he wiped 1 were oat of the diocefi. 
Though 1 knew all this, and thefe good fiflers 
were troubled at it, I could have no trouble by 
reafon of the calm cftabli(hment which I was in, 
the wiliofGoD rendering eveiy thing equal to me; 
ihe creatures, however rlnreafOnable or paffionatq 
diey appear, not Iseing regarded iu themfelveS 
but in God ; for an habitual faith caiift-s every 
thing to be leen in God without diftinftionj' 
Th'.is when I fee poor fouls fo ruffled for difconrfes' 
iritheair, fo uneafyfor explanations, I pity them' 
lor their want of light. They have reafons, 1 knovy ' 
which felf-hve cadres, to appear very juft. '''■''' 

To relieve my felf, a little from the fatigue " of ' 
continual converfation, as my body grew weak, 
1 defircd Father La Cemlre to allow me a retreat, 
and to give out that he had ordered me to make 
one. He told the people fo -, but they could - 
hardly leave me in repofe. It was then that I let" 
myfelf be confumed by love all the day long. 
Then alfo I perceived the quality of a fpiritual 
moihei- j for Goi> gave me what I cannot expfeia ■ 

for 
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pap.:rs. I had lent for a pretty confidi;rahlc 
bundle of things from Paris for my daughter. I 
heard.theY were iofl.on the lake, and could learn 
no further tidings abput them. 

Ba T Igaye myfelf no trouble, I always thotight 
they would bf found. The man who had taken 
the charge of them made a fearch after them 
a whole month, in all die environs, without hear- 
ing any news , about them.. At the end of three 
months they were brought to me, having been 
found in the houfe of a poor man, who had not 
opened them, oor knev/ who brought them thi- 
ther. Once I had fcnt for all the nnnney which 
w» to ferve me a whole year ; the pcrfon who 
had been to receive catli for the bill of exchange, 
having put that money in two bngs on horfe- 
backs, forgot that it was there, and gave the 
horfe to a littk boy to lead. The money fell 
from the horfe in the middle of the market at 
GmHia. That inftattt I arrived, coming on the 
opier fide, and having alighted from niy litter, 
the,- firft thing I found was my money, in 
walking over it ; what wajj furprifing, a great 
throne; was in tliip place, and not one had per- 
ceived it. Many fuch diings have attended me, 
wiiich, to avoid prolixity, I pais by. Thefe 
ipay fnffice, to (liew the contimral pioteftion of 
(ifi-o.,,~ : '■ ■ ' rv '• - ■'-- '■ 

'iTftE Jlfhojp flf (feneva contimied. ^ to perfecute 
nk. ...Whenhe wrote to me, it was with polite- 
nejs-and tlKMlks. for my charities at Gcx : While 
^.tihe fams time-Jie faid to others, "^ I gave no- 
'-' Jtbingtothai hoiifc,"He wrote again.ft me to thfj 
Urfiilinei with whom I lived, charging tjiem to 
hindei- me from l«ivjngaiiy (;onfereppq3 vyith Fa-, 

thei 
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ther L/t Comhe, for fear of had cmifiqnenees. The 
fiiperior of the honfe, a man of merit, and the 
priorefs, as well as the community, werefo irritat- 
ed at this, that theycotild not forbear teftifying it 
to himfelf. He then excufed himfelfwith a pre- 
tended refpefl:', fayinsr, / Sd nat mean it that 
tsay. They wrote to him, " that I did not fee 
" the Father but at the confellional, and not in 
" conference; that they were fo much edified by 
" me, as to think ihemfelves happy in having 
" me, and to efteemit agreatfavour from God." 
What they faid out of pure charity was not plea- 
hng to the Bifliop, who, feeing they loved me in 
this houfe, faid, that I •won ovfr eviry bndy to my- 
f:}f^ and that be imfijid I 'issfs ml of the dioceft. 
Though I knew all this, and thefe good fifters 
Were troubled at it, \ could have no trouble by 
rcafon of the cJilm eftabliChment which Iwas in, 
the willofGoo rendering every thingequal to me; 
the creatures, havrever Unreafonable or paffionaf e 
ihey appear, not being regarded in themfelvcS 
but in God ; for an habitual faith caufes ever^ 
thiiig to be feen in God without diftinttiortJ-' 
Thus ^^hen I fee poor fouls fo ruffled for difcourfes '^ 
in the air, fo iineafy for explanations, I pity them ' 
lor their wiant of hght. They havereafons, 1 knov*"- 
which felf-hvc caufes to appear very jufl:. 

To relieve myfelf, a litriefrom the fatigue " of ' 
continual converfat'ion, as my body grew weak, 
1 defired Father ha Comhe to allow me a retreat, 
and to give out that he had ordered me to make 
one. He told tlie people fo ; but they could - 
hardly leave me in repofe. It was then that I let ' 
myfelf be confumed by love all the day long, 
Then alfo - 1 perceived the quality of a fpiritual 
nirather ; for God gave me what I cannot exprefs 

for 
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fnr the peffeft'ion of fouls. This I couW not hide 
from Father La Combe. It feemed to me as if I 
entered into the inmoft teceffes of his heait. Otir 
Uird Ihewea me he was his fervant, chofen amongft 
a iWifand, fmgiilarly to honour him ; but that 
he would lead him through total death, and the 
entire deftraaiono/zfeoWm-m; that he would 
have me contribute thereto, and be inftrilmental 
to catife him to walk in the way in which he had 
ted rne firft ; in order that I might be in a condi- 
tion to direft others therein, and to tell them the 
tracks through which I have paffed -, that God 
ti'ouM have us to be conformed, and to become 
both one in him ; that though ray foul was mote 
Sdvancednow, yet hefliould one day pafs beyond 
■iil'with a bold atid rapid flight. God knows how 
iiiejbiced herein, and with what joy I would fee 
"in*/ childrea furpafs thidir tmiterm glory. 

''"In this retreat I felt aftrongpropenfityto write; 
but refifted it till I fell fick. 1 had nothing to 
Write about, not one idea to begin with. It was 
"a divine impulfc, with fuch a fulnefs of grace as 
-^■Was hard to contain, or bear, like mothers fall of 
'failk, which fuffer much. I opened this difpofi- 
'tibn of mine, to Father La Combs. He anfwered 
'ine " that he had a ftrong impiilfe to command 
■^ me to write but had not dared to do it yet, on 
'"'''account of my weaknefs." i told him, " that 
■'<'' wcakhefs was the effcft of my refiflrence, and 
' rbelieved it would, through my writing go off 



""rea'rtii;." He ot'desied. lae to do fo. At my 
taking the pen 1 knew not the firfl word I (hould 
write ; but wlT;n I began, fuitable matter flawed 
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copipiifly, nay impetuoufly ; and as I was writing 
I was relieved and grew better. I wrote an entire 
treatife on the interior path of Failh, under the 
comparifgn of torrents^ or of ftreams and rivers *; 
and though it is pretty long, the eomjjarifcn ii) it 
holds out 10 the end, ,Vi '-V-'.-'' ',' t\ 

As the way, wherein God now conduced Fa- 
ther La Combe., was very different from that in 
which he had formerly walked ; which had been 
all light, knowledge, ardor, afEirance, fciitiments 5 
but now the poor low defpifcd path of faith, and 
of nakednefs ; \» found it very hard to fubmit 
thereto, which catifed me no little fuffering. 
Who could expr-fs what it has cofl my heart 
before he was formed according to the will of 
Gop ? The more this foul is precious in tlie 
eyes of God, the tnore dearly have I been ohlig- 
ed to pay for it. Mean time the poQeifion 
which God had of my foul became eveiy day 
ftroijger, infomuch that I paffed whole dajig 
virith9ut being able to pronounce one word ; ipr 
God was plealid to make me pafs wholly into 
ifim by an cntite inter;!al transformation f , He 
became, more and more tiie abfolute raafter of 
juy heart, ,to fnch a degree as not to leave rne 
a movement of my 0'.('n, in order that I might be 
continually fupple to every intimation of his will. 
This ftate did not hinder me from condefcend- 
,'1^ to .my fiftefj si^d ihe others in thehoufe, 
'j,-. ,,,■-■■ T 4 N'ever- 

>,.* ^his Treatife was writteii by htr ,ln 1S83, enli- 
tltd The ITDrrtiits. It has b*en twice printed in HJ~ 
Utii, amoi^ her Tpiritual worfej in tlie firft Volume 
ill 1704, and more correfllj in the fecond Volarae in 
i^-ia; I ':i' ■■'.■ "•! :■■!• 1 ■ • 

' ■■'■'■pf^oM;^*ite[4«Ii'a^.,ni.*BtJri v-;. T-. 
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Neverthelefs the ufelcfs things with which they 
were taken up could not fiiit tny ftate. That 
was what induced me to afb leave to make a re- 
treat, to let myfelf be poffefTed of hitn who holds 
irie fo clofely united to hirafelf after an ineffable 
roanner. At this time he purified me from a re- 
hck of nature very fiibtil and delicate, lb that 
my foul was brouglit into very great purity. All 
partitions were utterly confiimed. Then it was 
given me. to write in a manner purely divine. 
All that I had wrote, before the time of my 
probation, was condemned to the fire. Our Lord 
united me more clofely in his fpirit with Father 
La Cemhe. He required me to tell him my 
thoughts, to the very leaft of them, or to write 
them to him, as he was often abfent. It was a 
thing which I had never done before, when 1 
might have done it more commodiotifly. I faid 
S'Jththe fpoufe, (Cant, v. 3,) " I have put oft" 
"ray coat, how fhall I put it on ? I have 
" walhed ray feet how (hall I defile them \" 
I^tull my fpirit, which is fo naked and empty, 
again be furniflicd and filled ? And after having 
been fiibjefl to God only, muft I become fo to 
the creature f I could have wifhed to avoid 
jfj' had I been miftrefs of myfelf ; but I was 
faken up with the thought till I had obeyed. 
Far from having its former purity, the heart be- 
came fuUif d ijy fuch thoughts, even though they 
were of good things : For to trouble the water 
with a ftiek of wood, or a ftaff of gold, it ftill 
inuddies it alike. I found that the ftronger.the 
union grev/ between us, the more we were united 
to God, and drawn off from human fcntiments. 
I was tlie more conftrained to forgive hitn nothing 
which Was aniifs, to delire the. thorough deftfufti- 
on thereof, that God only might reign ;, and was 

obliged 
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obliged w tell him faithfully whatever the Lord 
made known to mc that he required ofhim:— .' 
And this was a hard place to pafs. I was con- 
ftrained toteUhim thcelfential defefts of the fif- 
ter who took care of my daughter : As he was 
prepoflefTed in her favour, from her gifts and gra- 
ces which Ihe had told him of, he I'ejefted with 
difpleafure what I faid about her : But thfe Loixl 
allowed me not to reft till I told hirh all Ithougiit 
of her, in regard to her faults. On eVeryoccaSon 
I was foreed to fuffer for his infidelity, Loh" has 
been the martyrdom I have fuffered on this' ac- 
count, and beyond whatever cat* be exprelTtid 
concerning it. '^'T .>si«)j i>j- 

arij o> ,«trigiJOtlJ 
. . -,I aB .mill oj mariJ 
C H A -P. '"Sit '''"'•" gni^'' 

■I.. I' 1 1 ->.';:i' I'lsiin 

OUR blefled Lohd had fully defermined that 
I Ihoiild enter ihio, and experience all' his 
ftstes, beginning with the (irft, and going on e- 
ven to the laft. Reducing me even to a psrfeft 
child-like fimpiici-y, he gave me fuch' a wonder- 
ful obedience to my director Father La Csmbs^ 
that intb whatever eittrcmity of todily i!ln;f3 I 
was plunged, I was immediately cured at his 
command. I feemed to be a ■■eprefentative of 
JusL'E Christ in his Childhood, obedient to his 
Father's will. Alfo a fign and leftimdny to this 
good Father, who having been hitherto conduit-. 
ed by tefiimonifi *, could not get out of that iliay. 
in all that was faid to him, and all that God can- 
fed him to experience, he was ever feeking 'fiii' 

gnirhun mirt'jvigvr.l 01 bsntiiiflrio'j 3TOm*)ili ■i.y.X 
!nitet!«ierit Rsafons. Editar's Nasi. : 
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fome tejUmonies, reafons or demonftrations. . It 
was 'he point wherein he had iSie raofl: pain to die 
to bimfelf and by which he has cauied me to fuf" 
fer fo much. Our Lor d to make him enter the 
more readily into what he required both of him 
S.nd of me, gave htm the gieateft of all teftimonieSj 
which was this wonderfuS obedience ; in order to 
make him fee that it did not depend upon mc, 
but that God gave it me for him : when he grjvi/ 
ftrong enough to bear the lofs of every teftimony, 
andGoQ would have him learn to walk without fuch 
helps, this obedience was taken from me in fuch 
fort, thas without an immediate attention thereto, 
I could no longer obey him. This was ordered 
to make him enter the more into death to him- 
feif, and to deprive him of the fupport of this 
teftimony ; for now all my efforts to revive it 
were ufelefs. I was obliged to follow the inter- 
na! didates of my Sovereign, He gave me this 
repugnance to obey my external diredor ; but it 
continued no longer than was necefUvry to make 
!iim lofe the fupport he had drawn from thence, 
and perhaps 1 ray felf aifo, 

I H A D at that time fo ardent a defue for his 
perfedion, and to fee him thoroughly die to hirn- 
ielf that I could have wilhed him all the crofo 
and afHift ions, imaginable (far from pitying him 
in them) that might conduce to this great and blef- 
J^ead. Whenever he was unfaithful, or looked 
« things in any other light than the true one, viz. 
W ttnd to this myftic death, I felt myfclf on the 
lack, which, as I had tiU then hesa fo indifferent, ve- 
ty much furpri fed me. To the Lord I made my 
complaint, who gracioufly encouraged me, both 
on this llibieft and on that entire dfipBideiice ort 
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himfelf which ho gave me, which was fuch that I 
was like a new born infant. 

iMv fifter had brought me a maid*, whom 
God was willing to give me, to faihion her ac- 
cording to his will, not without fome crucifixion 
to rayfelf, (for I believe it never is to fall out 
that our Lord will give me any perfons without 
giving them wherewith to make me fufter for 
them) whether it be for the purpofe of drawing 
tliera into * fpiritual life, or never to leave me 
without the crofs, She was one on whom the 
Lord had conferred very fmgular graces. She 
was in high reputation in tlie country, where flie 
paffed for a faint. Our Ijord brought her to me 
to let her fee the difference between the fanftity 
conceived and comprifed in thofe gifts, with which 
fhe was endowed, and that which is obtained 
by our entire deftruflion, even by the lofe of 
thbCe very gifts, and of all that raifed us in the 
efteem of men. Our Lord had given her tile 
fame dependence on me, as I had in regard to 
Father La Combe, neverthelefs with fome dif- 
ference. 

This girf fell grievoufly fick. I was wriling 
to give her all the alliftance in my power, but! 
found I had nothing to do but to comma.nd her 
bodily ficknefs, or the difpofition of her maid, 
and all that I faid was done. It was then'. tlinjit 
learned what it was to command by the W^:^ 
.and to obey by the Word. It wasJuStrsCJISJiW 
in me equally commanding and obeying. ;fjrf 

■^..■■:;-::.J..: .;,/,:.; :.,„^^' 

i . •,X>iie,<it{.thofe;young women who '(•i^ ,4 prifoder in 
tlie Bafiih, at Paris twelve years, when Lady Gu lo k 
was there. EJilor^t Nfte. 
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Shk, however, continued fick for feme time. 
One day, after dinner, I was moved to fay to her, 
" Rife and be no longer fitk." She rofe and was 
cm-'-d. The Nuns were very much aftonifhed ; 
and as they knew nothing of what had pafTedjbut 
faw her walking, who in the morning had ap- 
peared to be in the lad extremity, they attributed 
her diforder to vapours, 

[Here Jhe relates fame other extraordinary mat- 
ten, for which wt refer the reader to the original 
Fremb-I 

Thus are miracles operated by the annihilated 
fouijiiiiiich fort that as this foul is now become w>- 
tbing, from h.ence nothing ought to be attributed 
to it. It does not fay, when it feds an impiilfe to 
heal, " be thou healed in the name of Jesi's 
" Christ :" For that is a power of doing mira- 
cles in the Name of Christ : But here it is Christ 
himfelfwho does the Itiiracle, and who fays hy 
that perfon " Be healed,"'— and it is done : Or 
" Let the devils be gone," and they are gone. 
When the Perfon fays that, it is the di\'lne word 
which fpeaks, and effefts what it fpeaks ; the 
Word which fpoke in the beginning, and a!! things 
were made. Thefe don't make ule of any foriii 
of prayers before i t. They fay what is gi vcn them 
to fay. Jesus prayed publiclcly at therefurrec- 
tion of Lazarus ; " But this," htfaid, " ! do be- 
" canfe of the people who ftand by, that they 
" may believe that thou haft fenr me." Other 
fervantE of Goo, favoured with the gift of mira- 
cles, pray, and obtain thereby what they defire : 
But here it is the Woe d who nfes his own authori- 
ty, and who afls by tlie Ferfon jn whotti he lii'es 
and reigns. 

Two 
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Two things hereupon are to be obfcrved. One 
is, that the fouls of which I fpeak don't gen rally 
do tlicir miracles by giving any thing, or bj fim- 
ply touching i but it is by the Word, aUhough 
they foinetimes accompany it with a touch. It is 
the All-powerful Word. The other is, that 
thcfe miracles require the confent, or at ieaft 
that there be no oppofuion, of the party on 
whom they are to be wrought. Our blelled 
Lord afkcd thofe good people whom he healed, 
" Are ye willing to be healed ?" CoiJd tliere 
be any doubt of it when the inen came to 
him for that very purpofe ? Such is the great 
fecret of the operation of the Word, and of the li- 
berty of man. Tis not thus on the dead, or on 
inanimate creatures. He then fpeaks, and it is 
done : But in the other cafe it requires the confent 
of the foul. 

LfiAfEi-at fundry times experienced, and felt 
in myfelf, how much God rcfpprts the freedotn 
of man, and even demands his free concurrence; 
for when I faid, " Be healed," or, " Be free 
" from your troubles;" if fuch perfons acqui- 
cfced therein, the Word was efHcacious, and 
they were healed. If they doubted, or refifted 
though under fair pretexts, as faying, " IfhaJi 
" be healed when it pleafes God, i will not be 
" healed till he wills it ;" or, in the way of de- 
fpair, " I cannot be healed ; I will not quit 
" my condition," then the word had no effcft. 
I felt in myfelf, that the divine Virtue . retired 
in me. I experienced what our Lord faid, when 
the woman alTliti-d with the ilTiie of blood touch- 
ed liiin, and he iuflinily aiked, " Who touched 
" B'fi.- "1; , J'"^ apoftles faid, " Mafter, the mul- 

" titude 

owT 
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" titude throng thee, and prefs thee ; and fayeft 
" thou, Who touched me ?" But he r=phed, " Ft 
" is becaufe virtue hath gone out of me." (Luke 
viii. 45, 46.) Jesus Christ had cmifed that 
healing virtus to flow, througli me, by means of" 
bis Word : But when that virtue met not with 
3 correfpondence iji the fubjeifl, I felt it fuf- 
pendedin its fource, which gave me fome pain. 
I (hould be, as it were, difpleafcd with thofe 
peffons : But wlien there was no refiftance, 
but a full acquiefcence, this divine virtue had 
its full cfTecTt. One cannot conceive the de- 
licacy of this healing virtue. Although it has 
fo much power over things inanimate, yet the 
leaft thing in man eithei reftraini; it, or ftops 
it entirely •. 

There 

* The language of infidelity boldly prononnce.^, mi- 
racles am ceased ; as if either the omnipotence of God, 
or his benevolence to mankind were ccalcd. So for- 
merly, when Iniquity bore fway, the people faki, " The 
" Lord hath forlakell the earth ; the Lord feeth not." 
Ez.ek. l3E. 9. 

Among the firft Chriftians, we find, there were di- 
verfities of gifts from the fame fpirlt, ra'z. gifts of hcal- 
tBg) working miracles, prophecy, diltierning of fpirits, 
&c. I Cor. xii. 4, 9, 10. I Inave no doubt at all but 
if men at this day were hifficiently purified, they would 
in like manner be eminently dignified. This I muil e- 
ver Ijelieve on behalf of that infinite wifdom and good- 
nefs which wsuW have all men to be fn-asd from evil, 
and Is came altD the tnavikdge of the Truth. I. Tim.ii.4. 
The thinsjs which this divine Truth unfolds arc fuch as 
Iht nataril man ratiiath mt ; for they are fodifimfs 
mii hits : Neit/ier cm ks hivui them, hecaiifs they an 
fpiritmlly dj/cenied. I Cor. ii. 4. 

M. GuioN had been brought through the Deeps, 
and had paffed through the Furnace of Purification. 
"Who then can be competent Judges of her Words and 

Works 
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Thkre was a good nun much affliifled, and 
under a violent temptation. She went to declare 
her cafe to a fitter whom lire thought very fpiritu- 
al, and in a condition capable of ailifting her 
But far from finding fuccour here, fhe was very 
much difc.ouragijd and caft down. The other 
defpifed and repiilfed her, treating her with con- 
tempt and rigour, faid " Don't come near me • 
" fince you are that way-" This poor gir! in a 
frightful diftrefscame to me, thinking herfelf un- 
done, on account of what tlie lifter had faid to her, 
1 confoled her and our Lord relieved her immedi- 
ately ; but I could not then forbear telling her 
" that affuredly tire other woitld be punished' 
" and would fall into a ftate worfe than (lers " 
The Sifter who had ufed her in iuch a manner 
camealfo to mc, highly plcafed with herfeifin 
what (he had done, faying, " Ihe abhorred fuch 
" tempted creatures ; that as for herfelf, (he wa.s 
" proof againft fuch forts of temptations and 
" that (he never had a bad thought." I fa'id to 
her " My Sifter from the friendfhip I have for you 
" I wiih you the pain of her who fpoketoyou 
" and even one ftill more violent." Site anfwer- 
ed me haughtily, " If you were to a(k it fron^ 
" God for me, and I aik of him the contrary i 
" believe I (hall be heard at leaft as foon as you " 
I anfwered her with great firmnefs, « If it be 
" only my own interefts which I alk, I ilialinot" 

Works, but fuch as hove followed Chkist to the fame 
Length and Depth ? We have no other rule to judm of 
Pretenders and their Prctcnfions by, but that which 
Christ has given, viz. Te fiall tmvi them bi their 
fniti. Mat. viii. 16. 

* How ralh and unchriftian it is to deride temnta 

tions. : . : . . ^ 

' ':■':•':•■' ■■ " be 
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" be heard ; but if it be tliofe of God only, and 
" yours too, I (hall be heard fooner than you are 
" aware." That verj' niglit (he fell into fo violent 
a temptation tliat one equal to it has feldom been 
feen •, Ihe continued in it a fortnight. It was 
then (he had ample occafion, to aclcnowledge her 
own weaknefs, and what (he (hould be without 
grace. She conceived at firfi: a violent hatred for 
me, faying, thai I •was the cmifc of her pain. But 
as i't ferved her, as tlie day did to enlighten hint 
who had been born blind, (he faw very well what 
had brotight on her fo terrible a ftate. 

iFELLfick, even to extremity, This ficknefs 
proved a means to cover the great myfteries 
which it plcafcd God to operate in me. Scarce 
ever \yas a diforder more extraordinary, or of lon- 
ger continuance, in its excefs, I was reduced to 
a ftate of mere infancy, a (late which appeared 
only tothofe who were capable of it. As for o- 
ihers, to them mine appeared only a natural or 
common cafe. 1 was put into a dependance on 
the Child Jesus, who was willing to commu- 
nicate to me his own infant ftate, that I (hould 
bear him as fuch. The more I advanced the 
more I was freed from this dependence, as chil- 
dren gradually rife above fuch dependence as 
they grow up. My fever ran fo high as to a 
delirium. I bad alfo an impofthume at the cor- 
ner of my eye very painful. At this time it broke 
entirely. They dreffed it a long time, and pro- 
bed it down to the bottom of my cheek. I had 
fo burning a fever, and was fo very weak, that it 
was obliged to be left to dofc of itlelf without a 
cure ; for my ematiated body was not able to 
bear thefe operations, without being on the very 
point of expiring, Ifuftcred with great patience, 

hke 
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like a child which icarce kriows what one does to 
it. 1 then experienced the ftrength of Gon joined 
to the weakijefs of a child. My natural difpofi- 
tioii was fo remote from (uch a deportment, that 
no lefs than a divine Power was fuihcient to 
bring me to it. Neverihdeli, I gavemyfclfup 
to be led thus ; for my interior Itate was fo aftu- 
atedofGoD, that I conld not refill; him. His 
fpirit was become the folc mafter in me ; and 
made me do, or fubmit to, whatever lie pleafcd ; 
lb that during this ficknefs, ray look was infan- 
tine, as thofe about me obferved. And vet our 
Lord gave rnc, v;kh tlie v^eakneffes of a' child 
[uch a power over fouls, that with a word ( put 
them in pain, or in peace, as was neceifary for 
their gooii. I law that Gou made himfelf be o- 
beyed, in and through me, like an abfohite Sove- 
!eign. I neither reiifted hiiTi nor took part in 
any thing. I inwardly felt a candor of foul, ia- 
cxpreflible, and quite e^tempt from all guile. 
With this I was obliged to continue to tell my 
thoughts, or write them, to Father La Combe., 
;tnd to help him accordhjg to the light which 
was given me. I was often fo weak that I coultj 
not lift up my head to taks nourifltmcnt i and 
when God rc(iuired me to write to him, either 
to help and encotirage hijn, or to lay before him 
what was matje known to irje, I had ftrength 
given roe to do it. When my letters weie finish- 
ed, I found myfelFin the fame weaknefs. Our 
Lord had given us botii to underdand that he 
would unite lis by faith and by the crofs, Otirs 
then \\?.A been <i union of fhe crofs in every ref- 
petl, as well by what I have macje him fu(rer 
as by what I have fuflfered for him. Thus it 
was reciprocal, and much ftronger than I am able 
U ■■ to 
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to expr.fs. The fufferings which I h^^^l.?. 
his account were foch as reduced me fomet.mc 
to extreroin,-, and CDntitiiied tor feveral years : 
For though i have been much mote of ray time 
far from him, than near him, that did not relieve 
ray fuffering, which lalted till he was petfeft- 
ly emptied of felf, and to the very iTOnt of fub- 
iriiffon which Goo required of hiin . This opera- 
tion made him fuf:;r pains fo much the more in^ 
tenfe as the defigas of God upon him were the 
greater. He has occafloncd me cruel pains whei? 
1 was near a hundred leagues tram him. I telt 
his difpofition. If he was faithful in letting Se l f 
be d-ftroyed, I was in a ftate of peace and en- 
larrment ; if he was unfaithful, in refleaion 
or hefitation, I fuflered till that was paffed over. 
He had no need to write me an account ot Ins 
ftate for I knew it ; but when he did write, 
;t proved to be fuch as I had felt it. My heart 
had in it as it were a counterpart, or art echo, 
which told it all the difpofitions which he 
was in. In (hort, to bear a foul, however diltant 
the perfon may be, in all its diflerent difpofitions, 
and to fuffer for all its refjftanccs, is a thing very 
ftrangs and myfterious. 

I WAS much ftuprized to comprehend by ex- 
p-ilence, that what God required of me in thus 
oblieinf me to lell my thoughts, ivas to pertea 
me in hmpllcity, to make me readily yield to 
whatever he raanifefted to be his w-ill, and to 
make Father La Oiivihi enter into the fame ftate . 
For whatever crols it was to me tlius to tc.l 
Slim all my thoughts, which often fo much dii- 
pufi-d him as to niake hira deiift front fcrv- 
ins? me, as he told me; yet I iiey« feljore on 

,.:. ■.. ,. ,. ■ this 
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this account to tell him them : And he, through 
iiibmilJion to divine grace, at length got over all 



thefe repugnances. 



C H A P. XIII, 

MY filler was in no wife capable of com- 
prehending my ftate. She often took of, 
fence at it ; yet was difpleafcd when I conceal- 
ed It from her ever fo litde, although it was fo 
ftrange to her ; the depth and nature of it beins; 
tucli, as many perfons more fpiritual than the 
could not have been able to comprehend • fo' 
that in this fickncfs I fuftered much on all fides 
The exercifes of pain, though great, were the 
ieaft. Thofe on the part of the creature were 
much greater. My higheft confolations were in 
receiving the facrament, and fometimes feeing 
Father U Combe. I had ftrange interruptions 
and croflcs from my fitter, as alfo from that Nun 
and from the maid who wanted to return home' 
I was obliged (whatever extremity I was in) to 
hear their differences, which they came to tell me 
one after another ; and they were each of them 
angry with me, becaiife I would not enter into 
then party. They fcarce allowed me anyflcep- 
lor as the fever redoubled in the night, I could' 
only get one hour's reft. I wifhed to ileep a 
uttle in the day, but they would not let me 
iaymg, u -was only 10 avoid /peaking to them- fo 
that I needed very great patience to bear with 
t.iem. It continued thus for more than fix- 
months, I think tiiat was partly the canfe of 
my delirium which held two days. I fl.i|] had 
a nolle in my head with a very fevere head-ach 
ret I complained of nothing, but fuffered chear- 
l^ = fully 
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fully as a cMi. Father La Oir.k ordered them 
to allow me a llttk repofe, which they did tor 
fomc days only, and foon began again. 

I CANNOT exprcfo the mercies which Gob 
(liewed me in the time of this indilpofition, and 
the proFound views of the future which he gave 
me. I faw the Dcvii in great wrath going to ex- 
cite a violent perfection againft prayer, and a- 
gainit the peifons drawn into that holy exercife. 
1 vrais an account of a.ll this to Father La C™be ; 
and, if he has not burned the lettets, they will 
ftill fe-ve as tiroofs of the trtith hereof. The De- 
vil durft not attack mvfelf ; he feared me too 
much. I was to him like a thtmderbolt. 1 then 
comprehended what a power a foul has, which 
is entirely anmhllated. Our Lord then let mc fee 
all that has come to pafs fince that time, as my 
letters clearly manifeft- 

As I was thinking in myfelf what fo great a 
dependence was, and fo pure and intimate an n^ 
nion, Ifav/twiceia a dream Jesus Christ, an 
infant of admirable beauty ; and it feemed to me 
that he very clofely united us, faying, " It is 1 
" who tmite thee to myfelf, and am wilhng that 
" we be both one." Another time he bade rae 
fee Father La Cmnbe, who then kept himfelf at 
fome diftance from me through infidelity ; and 
with great goodnefs he brought him back agam, 
mlling to help me in the ftate oi childhood, as 1 
helped liim in tlic ftate of death. He had a ver}- 
great eharity for me. Treating me as a real 
child, he often faid to me, " Wlren I am with 
" you, I fecm to myfelf as if I was with a child." 
I was frequently reduced to extremity, and feem- 
ed on the point of dcaih. I had. as it were, its 
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agonies. For fevera! hours I only breathed a loner 
time afunder. Then all on a fudden I recoverecE 
Death flattered me ; for t had a great fondnefs for 
it; but it only appeared flying" off. The father 
forbid me to rejoice at the proTpetl of death. I 
immediately difcovered that it was an imperfec- 
tion, and did it no more ; remaining afterwards 
in the titmoft indifference about it. There palT- 
ed fo many extraordinary things in this fick- 
nefs, that it would be impoffible for me to relate 
them. Cod inceffantly wrought miracles to re- 
lieve me, and give me new ftrength when I was 
at extremity. In my pains they treated me wrong 
The remedies they gave me augmented rhem- 
but I could not make mvfelf uneafy about ir! 
Tlie fiftors had much compalfion for me ; and all 
were concerned but myfelf. 

Several times I faw in dreams Father ia- 
Molhe raifing perfecutions againft me. Our T^rd 
let mc know that this would be tht cafe, and that 
Father La Comhe would forfake me in the time of 
perfecntion, This I wrote to him, and ir dif- 
quirted him greatly ; becaufc he thought his heart 
was united to the ivillof Gon, and too defirous of 
serving me, to admit fuch defertion ; And yet it 
has fince been found t]uite true -. though not with 
his will, but from necdfity, having been himfelf 
perfccuted the lirft. He was now to preach du- 
ring lent, and was fo much followed, that p-o- 
ple came five leagues, to pafs feveral days there 
for the benefit of his miniflry. I heard he was fo 
lick that he M-as thought like to die, and prayed 
to the Lord to reftore his heah.h, and enaLle him 
to preach to the people, who were lontrinT to 
hear him. My prayer was heard, and he toon re- 
covered, and refumcd his pious labours 

t^ 3 ' Du- 
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During my extraordinary fickiiefs, thsLord 
gradually taught roe thut there was another man- 
ner of converfmg among fouls wholly his, than by 
I'peech. Thou niadeft me conceive, oh divme 
word, that as diou art ever fpeaking and operatnig 
in a foul, though therein thou appeareft in pro- 
found fiknce ; fo there was alfo a way of com- 
munication in thy creatures, in an ineffable fi- 
lence, I learned ihen a language which before 
had been unlcnovvn to me. I gradually pfrceived, 
when Father La Combe entered, that I could fpeak 
no more ; and that there was formed in my foul 
the fame kind of lilence towards him, as was 
formed in it in regard to God.' I comprehended 
that God was willing to fhew me that men might 
in this life learn the language of angels. I was 
gradually reduced to fpeak to him only in filence. 
It was then that weunderftood each other in God, 
after a manner unutterable and all divine. Our 
hearts fpoke to each other, communicating a 
grace which no words can exprefs. It was like 
a new country, both for hitn and for me, but fo 
divine, that I cannot defcribe it. At firft this 
was done in a manner fo perceptible, that is to 
fay. Goo penetrated us with himfelf in a manner 
fo pure and fo fweet, that we paffed liours in this 
profound filence, always communicative, without 
being able to utter one word. It was in this that ^ 
we learned, by our own experience, the operations 
of the heavenly word to reduce fouls into unity 
with itfelf, and what purity one may arrive at in 
this life. It was given me to communicate this 
way to other good "fouls, but with this difference, 
that I did nothing but communicate to them the 
grace with which they were filled, while near me, 
in this facrcd filence,' which infufed into them an 
extraordinary ftrength and grace ; Ijut I received 

no- 
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nothing from them : Whereas with Father La- 
Cambi there was a flow and return of communica- 
tion of grace, which he received from me, and 
I from him, in the greatefl purity. 

It was in this that I comprehended the ineffa- 
ble commerce of the moil holy Trinity to all the 
bleffed ; and how Goo, who communicates him- 
felf to them, forms in them a flux and reflux of 
his own divine communications; that the faints 
of the like degree or hierarchy return ro each other 
thcfe pure and hlifsful emanations, and further 
filed them on the inferior hierarchies, and that aii 
are reduced into their Brfl principle, from whence 
they flow. 1 faw that we were created to partake 
in tliis life the unfpeakable happinefs of the com- 
merce of the ccleftial regions, and that it require.'; 
us to be very pure to receive Got> thus uninter- 
ruptedly, and to leave him to flow back into 
himfelf i.n that fame purity. We muff indeed 
be very pure to receive and to communicate the 
divine Word, and aftetwards to diffufe it by a 
flux and reflux of communication upon the other 
fouls which God gives us. This is what fixes us 
m the divine unity, in which we are one in him 
from whom all is derived. 

I s ,\ w then this hierarchic order, and thefe. re- 
ciprocal communications, among the faints and 
angels of the fame rank ; and how this efflux 
Ipreads over thofe of inferior orders, and that 
v;ith fuch a plenitude, that they arc all filled ac- 
cmding to their degree. It is to render the foal 
capable of thefe communications, that it needs to 
be fo thoroughly and radically purified -, without 
which it would ever remain felfifti, it would al- 
ways fave fomething alive ; and from thence re- 
C 4 lard 



312 T H E L i F E O F 
tard and wholly exclude them. Eefide, its ca- 
pacity needs to be extended, which being cx' 
tremety contrafted and bounded by fm, is not 
in a Itate, but by the force of fire, and tlie 
ftrokes of the hammer, to be capable of the eter- 
nal defigns of God in its creation. 

It was Ihewn to mc how this hierarchic order 
Was even in this life, and that there are fouls who 
communicate to ;tn infinite number of odier fouls, 
without knowing; it, to whom the grace of their 
psrfeaion readies ; that this hierarchy will be 
preferved through all etemit)', and that thofe 
who naturally communicate to each other will be 
in the like degree. It was then that I learned 
the fecrct of fpiritnal fruitfulnefs and maternity; 
how the holy Tpirit renders fouls fruitful in hini- 
felf, and that there would be given to me in thi.5 
way a nnmberlefs offspring as well known as un- 
known. All thofe who are my true children are 
drawn in their minds at once to continue in fi- 
lence when with me ; and I have the like ten- 
dency to impart to them in fileiice what Gon 
gives me for them. In this iilence I difcover 
their wants and failings, and communicate to 
them in an abundant plenitude according to their 
neceflities. When once they have tailed of diis 
manner of communication, any otlicr become.s 
burthenfome to them. As for me, when I make 
ufe of fpecch or the pen with Souls, I do it only 
on account of their weaknefs, and becaufc ei^ 
ther they are not pure enough for tlie interior 
communication : or becaufe it is \st needful to 
ufe condcfcenfion, or for the regulation of out- 
ward affairs. 

Our Lord q:ave me to experience the fam: 
I'cmmunion witii the faints in heaven, as witli 

thofe 
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thofe on earth r This is the way to be truly 
united to the faints in: God. I felt thefe com 
munications very inward and very powei'fnl, ef 
peciaily to thofe with whom one has moft of 
the relation of grace, and to whom one is to be 
moft united in heaven. At firil this was more 
fenhble, becaufe our Lord was gracioufly pleaf-- 
ed to inftruifl me by my experience. It h the 
way which he has always ufed toward me. 
He has enlightened me, not by illuftrations, and 
conclufions refulting from ttiem j but in makint; 
me experience the things thcmfelves, he gave 
iricthe illumination thereon, and thus a clear 
fight and fenfe of what I had experienced. I 
comprehended alfo the maternity of the Holy 
V^rgin, and after what manner we partake of 
it; and how the word of Jesus Christ is 
found very fignaily realized, when he fays, 
(Matt. xii. 50.) " Whofoever fhall do the will 
" of my Father which is in heaven, the fame 
" is my brotlier, and filler, and mother." They 
are truly made mothers, producing him in other 
li.uls. 



It was in this ineffable filcncs, that I com- 
prehended the manner in which Jesus Christ 
communicated himfclf to his moft familiar friends ; 
and tlie tommuiiieation of St, Johw, when lean- 
ing on his Lord's bofoin at the fupper of the 
palTover. It was not tlie firft time tliat he had 
leatcd himfelf that way ; and it was becaufe he 
was moft proper to receive thefe communicati- 
ons, being the difciple of love. It was in that 
great banquet that Jesus Cm kist, as the Word, 
flowed into John, and difcovered to him his 
profound myfterics, e\en i:ow the eternal word 
operates. J'or the fpeech of this word in filcnca 

i* 



314 T H E L I F E O F 
is tlie mofl noble and fublirae of all operations. 
It was by this that he learned the difference be- 
tween being torn of the fiep, or of the inill of 
man, and being horn of Gon. (John i. 13.) 
The operations of the flelli are thofe of cama! men ; 
thofe of the will of man are fuch as are virtuous, 
being done from the good difpofition of the man : 
But tliofe which I am fpeakingof areof the will of 
God, wherein man has no (hare, except the fubmif- 
fiori or confent which he gives thereto ; which 
was the cafe of Mary, whofaid, " Behold the 
" handmaid of the Lord, belt unto me accord- 
" ing to thy word," She gave her confent, not 
only" for herfelf, for the incarnation of the word 
in her, but for ali who are regenerated in Jesus 
Christ, that the word (hould be communi- 
cated to them; that, as £ii?'s confent to the 
Tempter had caufed death to enter into all her 
children, fo Mary's confent to God might com- 
municate the life of the word to all that arc born 
of God. 

It is fur this that Jesus Christ is //«■ way, 
ths truth, md the life ; tliat he comes to enlighl^ 
en every man that cmnelb into the wir/d: He 
carae to his own ; and to as many as received hiiri 
he gave paiDer to become Jons of God : And to 
fuch only is he known in his raoft intimate com^ 
munications. 

Oh what admirable communications were 
thofe which paffed betwixt Mary and St. John, 
at the foot of the Crofs! A filiation, or fonillip 
all divine; which the Lord is willing to extend 
down to me, all unworthy as I am thereof, and 

to 
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to communicate a mother's friiitfulnefs, aftedtion 
and tendernefs, even to this poor nothing! I 
mean the fruitfulnefs of hearts and fpirits. Our 
Lord was willing, in order to inflnnfl me to 
the bottom of this myftery, in favour of others, 
that the girl_ (Ifie whom I have fpofce of) fhould 
have need of this fuccour. ] proved her every- 
way i ".nd when I was not willing that flic fhould 
ftay with me in filence, I faw her inward condi- 
tion affetted by it, and even her bodily ftrength 
fail, till Ihe was juft ready to faint away. When 
Iliad made a fufficient number of trials hereof, 
to comprehend thefe manners of communicati- 
ons, her extreme neceffities paffed ay/ay. I be- 
gan to difcover, efpecialiy with Father La Cmnbc, 
that the interior communication was carried on 
even when he was afar off, as well as when he 
was near. Sometimes our Lor d made me flop 
ihort, when in the midft of my occupations ; 
and! was favoured with lltch a flow of grace as 
tliat which I felt when with him ; which I have 
aifo experienced with many others, though not 
ui a like degree ; but more or lefs feeling their 
infidelities, and knowing their faults by incon- 
ceivable impreffions, without ever having been 
mlftaken therein. 



CHAP. XIV, 

IN this long malady the love of God, and of 
him alone, inade up my whole occupation 
1 teemed fu entirely loft in him, as to have no 
fight of myfelf at all. It ree.med as if my heart 
never came out of that divine ocean, having 
!)cen drawn into it through deep humiliations. 
Oh loii; which is the confummation of happi- 

nefs. 
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nefs, though operated through cvofTes and through 

deadis ! 

Jesus, as an infant, was then a!! living in 
me ; and I lived no more. I wis then taught, 
oh my Love, that thy ftate of infancy ihould 
not be the only one which ! mtift bear. Thefe 
words were imprinted in m=, as a real ftate into 
which I mufl: enter, (Matt, viii. ia.) " The 
" foxes have hoks, and the bitds of the air liave 
" nefl-s, but the fon of man hath not where to 
" lay his head." This I have fmce experienced 
in all its extent, having no fute abode, no refuge 
among my friends, who were afhamed of me, 
and openly renounced me, when univerfally de- 
cried ; not among my relations, moft ol whom 
declared themfelves ray adverfaries, and were 
my greateft perfecciors ; while others looked on 
me with contempt and indignation. My ftate be- 
gan to be like that of Job. I might fay with 
Davio, (Pfal. xix. 7, 8. — xxii. 6.— xxxi 11.) 
" For thy falce I have born reproach ; lliame 
" hath covered my face ; I am become a ftran- 
" ger to my brethren, and an alien iTnto my mo- 
" thers children : A reproach to men, and defpif- 
" ed of the people," 

One nicht when I was awake, Christ fhew- 
ed roe to myfelf, under tlje figure of the woman 
in the Revelations, (Rev. 12.) for as the brazen 
ferpent reprcfented Christ, tlio' not really him- 
felf, fo this figure ftiadowed out my ftate. The 
moon was under her feet, a crown of thoms 
upon her head, and, furrounded with the iun, 
being with-diild, cried in the pangs of child- 
birth. He Ihowed hereby that my Ibiil was a- 
bove the viciffitudes and inconftancy of events -, 
that I was covered and penetrated with, the fun 

of 
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of righteoufnefs ; that the twelve ftars were the 
fruits of this ftate, and the gifts of God, as a 
crown on my liead ■ that I was big with a fruit, 
which was the fpirit which God would have me 
communicate to all nty children ; that the devii 
was the frightful dragon who would ftrive to de- 
vour that fruit, and to mal-te horrible ravages over 
all the earth round about me ; but that God 
would preferve this fruit, that it fhould not be 
loft ; (So I truft, in fpite of the ftorm, that all 
I have had to fay or write will be preferved,) 
that the devil in his rage, at not fuccceding in 
his defign againft the fruir, would fall the more 
fiercely on myfelf, and would raife a flood a- 
gainft me to fwaliow me up ; that this flood 
would be calumny, which would rulh to carry 
me down with rapidity ; but that the earth would 
open itfelf to receive this flood ; that is to fay, 
that this calumny would gradually fall to the 
ground, and there die away. 

He fhowed me all the world in a rage againft 
me, without any one daring to appear for me; 
and affured rac in the ineffable filence of his 
eternal Word, that he would give me vaft num- 
bers of children, which I ftiould bring forth by 
the crofs. I left it to him to do v.ith me v/hat- 
ever he pleafed, efteeming my whole and fole 
intereft to be placed, entirely in his divine Will. 
He gave me to fee how the devil was going to 
ftir up an outrageous perfecution againft prayer, 
that it fliould prove the fource of the fame ptay- 
er, or rath.cr the means which God would make 
ufe of to eflahlifh it. He gave me to fee farther 
how he would guide me into the wildernefs, 
where he would caufe mS to be nouriflied for a 
ti-me, and times, and half a time. The wings, 

which 
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which were to bear me thither, were the refig- 
nation of my whole felf to his holy will, and 
the love of the fame will. I tiiink I am at pre- 
feiit in that wildern^fs. feparated from the whole 
v/orld in my imprlfonmeiit ; and I fee already 
atcortsplinied in part what was then fhown me, 
Cair I ever expi'efs the mercies which my Gou 
has beftowed on me > No ; they muft ever re- 
main in himfelf, being of a natiTrs not to be 
defcribed, by reafon of their purity, and ira- 
mcnfity. 

Iir my ficknefs I was often in all appearance 
It the point of death. I fell into cnnvulfiins 
from violent pains in tny bowels, which If.(ied 
i long time with violence. Falher La Ciinh 
adminiftred the facrament to me, the Priorefs of 
the Ur/ulincs having defired him to do it as their 
prieft was then not at home. I was well fatif- 
ited to die, as was he aifo in the expectation of 
ray departure. For being united in Goo after 
a manner fo pure, and fo fpiritua!, death could 
not I'eparatc trs, but on the contrary would have 
more clofely united us. Father La Combe, who 
was on his knees at my bed-fide, remarking the 
change of my countenance, and how my eyes 
faded, feemed ready to give m.e up for dying; when 
God infpired him to lift up his hands, and with 
a ftrong voice, which was lieard of thofe who 
were in my chamber, at that time almoft fnli, 
to command Death to relinquifh. Inftandy it 
ii.'emed to be flopped : And thus God vras pleaf- 
cd wonderfully to raife m.; np again ; yet for a 
long time I continued extremely weak, during 
all which oi;r Lord ilill gave me new teftimo- 
niesof his love. Hov.f many times v/as lie pleaf- 
ed to make ufe of his fervant to reftore nie to 
life, when I was ahiicft on the very point of 

expii- 
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expiring I As they faw that my fickneffes and 
pains did not end, they judged that the air 
of the lake, on which the convent was fituated, 
was very prejudicial to my conftitution. They 
concluded that it would be ncceffary for me to 
remove. 



DiiRiKO my fad indifpofition, our Lord put 
it into the heart of Father La Comk to eftablifh 
an hofpital in this place for the poor people feized 
witli maladies, and to inftitute alfo a committee 
or congregation of ladies of the charity, to fur- 
nilli fuch as could not leave their families, to go 
to the hofpital, with the means of fubfiftence 
during their illncfs, after the manner of Francs, 
there not having been yet any inftitmion of this 
kind in that country. Willingly did I enter into 
it ; and without any other fund than Providence, ■ 
and fome ufelefs chambers which the gentlemen 
of the town gave us, w-e began it. Wc dedicated 
it to the holy Child Jesus, and he was pleafed 
to give the firft beds to it from the earneft-pence 
of my penfion, which belong to him. He 
gave i'uch a blclTmg thereto, that feveral other 
perfons joined us in this charity. In a fhort time 
there were near twelve beds in it, and three per- 
Ions of great piety gave themfelves to this hof- 
pital to fervc it, who, without any falary, con- 
fecrated themfelves to the fervice of the poor 
patients. I fupplied them with ointments and 
medicines, ivhich were freely given to fuch of 
the poor people of the town as had need of them. 
Thcfc g:-..'id ladies were fo hearty in the caufe, 
that, through their charity, and t!ic care of the 
young women, this liofpital wss very well main- 
tained and ferved. Thefe ladies joined toge- 
ther alfo in providing for the fick, who could 
not go to the holpitai : And 1 gave them lonie 

little 
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little regulations fucU as I had obfer.ved wlien in 
France, which they continued to keep np with 
tendernefs and love, 

Alt, thefe little things, which coft but iittie, 
and which owed all their fticcefs to the bleffing 
which God gave them, drew upon us new per- 
feciitions. T1i£ Eifhop of Genevit was offended 
witli me iTiore than ever, efpecially in feeing 
that thcfe fmall matters rendered me beloved, 
He faid, " I won over every body." He opL=n- 
ty declared, " that he could not bear me in liis 
" diocefe," though I had done therein nothing 
but good, or rather God by me. He extended 
the perlecution to thofe good religious raoimn who 
had been my afliftaiits. The Priorefs in parti- 
cular had her own (hare to bear, though it did 
not laft long: For as I was obliged, on account 
of the air, to remove, after having been there 
about two years and a half, they were then more 
in peace and quietnefs. On another fide my 
fifter was very weary of this houfc : And as the 
feafon far the waters approached, rhey took 
occafion from thence to fend her away, with the 
maid which I brought with me, who had moleft- 
ed me exceedingly in my late ilinefs. I only 
kept her whom Providence liad ter.r me by means 
of my filter : And I have ever thought that God 
had ordered my lifter's journey hither, only to 
bring her to me, as one chofen of liim and proper 
for die ftate which it was his pleafure to caiife me 
to bear. 

While I was yet, indifpofed, with the Ur- 
fdiiiii, the Bifliop of Fsneti, earncftly requeft- 
ed the father-general of tlie Barnatim, to fcelc 
among the Religious a man of merit, piety and 

learning. 
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learning, in whom he might place a confidence, 
and who niigbt fcrve him for a prebend and 
a councellor. At firft he caft his eyes on Father 
/,a Combe; yet before he abfohitely engaged him 
with the faid biftiop, he wrote to him, to know, 
" whether he had any objet'l ion thereto." Father 
Lci Combe replied, " that he had no oiher will but 
" ihat of obeying hira and that he might com- 
" mand him herein, as he fhould think beft in the 
" cafe." He gave me an account of this, and 
that we were going to be entirely fcparated. I 
was glad to find that our Lord would employ him, 
niider a Billiop who knew him, and would be 
likely to do him jufticc. Yet it was fume time 
before he went, matters not being all fixed. 
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I Then went off from the Urftdines, and they 
fought for a houfe for me at a diftance froiii 
the Lake. There was but one to be found 
empty, which had the look of the greated: po- 
verty. It had no chimney but in the kitchen 
through which one was obliged to pafs to go to 
the chamber. I took my daughter with nrte, and 
gave up the largelt chamber for her, and tlie 
maid wlio was to take care of heri I was lodged 
in a little hole, on draw, to which I went up by 
a ladder. As we had no other furniture than 
our beds, which were quite plain and homely 
I bought fome ftraw chairs and bolfes with dutch 
earthen and woden ware. Never did I enjoy a 
greater content than in this little hole, which ap- 
peared fo very conformable to the ilate of lit- 
tlenefs of Jesus Christ: 1 fancied every thing 
better on wood than on plate. I laid in all my 
X provi- 
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provifions, hoping to ftay there a long time, but 
the Devil did not leave me long in fiich Iweei 
psace. It would be difficult for rae to tell th^ 
psrfeciitions which were ftirred up againft me. 
They threw ftones in at my windows, which tell 
at my feet. I had got my little garden put in 
(M'der. They came in the night, tore it all up, 
broke down the arbour, and overturned every thing 
in it, as if it had been ravaged by foldiers. They 
came to abufe me at the door all night long, 
making fuch a racket as if they were going to 
break st open. Thefe perfons have fince told 
who put them on fuch work. Though from time 
to time I eontimied my charities at Gm, I was 
not the lefs perfecuted for it. They offered one 
perfon a * warrant tdi compell Father La Cmnbe 
to ftay at Tomn, thinking he would otherwife be 
a fiipport to rae in the perfeeution -, but we pre- 
vented it. I knew not then the defigns of Gon, 
and that he would foon draw me from that poor 
folitary place, in which I had enjoyed a fweet 
and fohd fatisfaflion, notwithftanding the abufes 
from without. I thought myfelf happier here 
than any Sovereign on earth. It was for me. 
like a mji and a place t)f repqfe : And Christ 
was willing that I Ihould be like hira^ The De- 
vil as I hiv-ve (iiid, irritated my perfecutors. They 
fent to defire me to go out of the diocefe. All 
the good which the I X)rd had caufed me to do 
in it was condemned, more than the greateft 
crimes. Thofe crimes they tolerated, but me 
they could not endure. All thiswhile Ineverhad 
any unea fmcfs Or repentance for my having left all , 
not that 1 was allured of having done the will of Goo 
' dvirein 3 
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therein ; Such an affurance would have been 
too much for mc. But I could neither fee nor 
regard any thing, receiving every thing alike 
from the hand of my God, who direfted and 
difpofed thefe croflcs for rae either in juftiee or 
in roefcy. 

The Marchionefs of Pj-KBii/, fiftet of the chief 
fecretary of ftate to his Royal Highnefs (the Duke 
of Savoy) and Iris prime minifter, had fent an 
exprefs from Turin, in the time of my illnefs, to 
invite me to come to refide with her ; and to let 
me know that, " being fo perfecuted as I was in 
" this diocefe, I fhould find an afylum with her ; 
" tliat during that time things might grow bet- 
" ter ; that when they (llould be well difpofed 
" Ihc would return with me, and join me with 
" a friend of mine from Piiiis, who was willing 
" alfo to come to labour there, according to the 
" will of God ." I was not at that time in a con- 
dition to execute what file defired of me, and ex- 
peftsd to continue with the Urftdines till things 
Ihould change. She then wrote to me about it 
no more. This lady is one of extraordinary pie- 
ty, v/ho had quitted the fplendor and noife of the 
court for the more filent fatisfadlion of a retired 
life, and to give hctfelf up to God. With an e- 
minent fliare of natural advantages, flie has con- . 
tinned a widow twenty-two years ; and has re- 
fufcd every offer of marriage, to confecrate her- 
felf to our Lord entirely and without any referve. 
When (he knew that I had been obliged to leave 
the Urfnlines, yet without knowing any thing of 
the manner in which I had been treated, fhe pro- 
: cured a letter to oblige Fiitber La Combe to go to 
pais forae weeks at Turin, for her own benefit, 
and to brino; me with him thither, where I diould 
X 2 find 
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find a refwc. All iliisfhe did unknown to its ; 
and as Ihe has told us fmce, a fiiperior t™t;.5 
moved her to do it, without knowing the caul.; 
thereof, If fbe had deliberately rcflcilied on it, 
being fnch a prudent lady, flie probably would 
not have done it : For the perfeciitions, which 
the Bifliiip of Geneva procured iis in that plact-, 
coft her more than a little of humiliations. Oiif 
Lord permitted him to parfiie nie, after a ihrpri- 
ying tnanner, into all the places I have been in, 
widiotit giving me any relaxation, though I never 
did him any harm ; but on the contrary would 
have lain down my life for the good of his di- 
ocefe. 

As this fell out without any defign on onr parr, 
we, without any hefitation, believed it was the 
will of God ; and thought it might be the means 
of Ills appointment to draw us out of the reproach 
and jlerfecution we laboured under, feeing my 
felf chafed on the one fide, and defired on the o- 
iher i it was therefore concluded that Father i.; 
Crmie fhould conduft me to Turin, and that he 
llioiild go from thence to Ferceil, 

Bkside hira I took with me a religions man of 
merit, who had taught Theolcgy for fourteen 
years paft, in order to do things with the more 
decency, and to take away from our enemies all 
the fiihiefts of flandcr, I atfo took with me a 
boy whom I had brought out of France, and who 
had learned the taylor's trade. They took liorfes, 
and I hired a litter for my daughter, my cham- 
bermaid and myfelf : But all precantionii are life- 
leis, when it plesfes God to permit them to be 
fruftrated. Our adverfaries immediately wrote 
ofFto Parii. A hundred ridiculons (lories were 

circulated 
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circulated about this journey ; comedies were ail- 
ed on it, things invented at pleafure, and as falfe 
as any in tiie world could be. It was Father 
Df La Ai'ilhe, who was fo aftivc in uttering all 
this fluff. Had he believed it to be true, he 
ought out of charity to liave concealed it; and 
much more, beingfo very falfe. They fald, " I 
" was gone all alone with Father La Combe, ftroll- 
" ing about the country, from province to pro- 
" vince," with many fuch fables, as weak and 
wicked as they were incoherent and badly put to- 
gether, We fuffered all with patience, without 
vindicating onrfelves, or making any complaint ; 
And if tilings be coolly and impartially confidered, 
could I do any belter in the condition I was in ? 
Was it not both honourable and of real advantage 
for me to be with a lady of fueh quality and me- 
rit ? Was it not fufiicient to cut off the courfc of 
maledidion ? Do difovderty perfons chufe houfes 
of that fort ? But pafllon has no eyes, and calum- 
ny i s a torrent which drowns a!! reafon , 

Scarce were we arrived at Turin, but the 
Bifliop of Genevti wrote agalnft ns. As he could 
pui fiie us no other way, he did it by his letters. 
Father £,:-r Cw!;if, repaired to /'mr;V, and I ftaid 
at Turin, with the Marchionefs of Prmtai. Bnt 
what croiTcE was I affaulted with in my own fa- 
mily, from the Eifhop a^ Geneva, from the &?-- 
nahites, and from a vaft number of perfons be- 
fides ! My eldeft fon came to find me out, on 
the death of my raother-in-law, which was an 
augraentatiou of my troubles -, bnt after v.e had 
heard liU his accounts of things, and how they'had 
made fales of all the moveables, chofen Guardi- 
ans, and fettled every Article, without confultin^ 
meat all, I feenied to be there entirely nfelefs. It 
X 3 was 
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was judged not proper for me to return, confider- 
ing the rigour of the leafoii. 

The Marchionefs of Prmiai, who had been fo 
warmly defirous of my company, feeing my 
prsat crolfcs and reproaches, looked coldly upon 
me. Mv child-like fimplicity, which was the 
ftate wherein at th;U time God kept me, paffed 
with her for ftupidity, though in that condition 
he infpirid nis to utter oracles ; for when the 
queilion was to help any one, or about any thing 
which God required of me, he gave me, wuh the 
weaknefs of a child, which appeared in pure 
candour, the evident tokens ot divine ftrength. 
Her heart was quite (liut tip to me all the time I 
was theie. Our Lord however mode me foretell 
all that (liould fall out, and which fince that time 
has aflually been fulfilled, as well to herfclf as 
to her daughter, and to the virtuous Ecclcfiaflic, 
who lived at her houfe. She did not fail, atlaft, 
to conceive more friendihip for nic, feeing then 
that Christ was in me, It was the force of 
felf-love, and fear of reproach, which had clofed 
up her heart. Moreover fhe thought hei (late 
more advanced than in reality it was, by reafon 
of her being without probations ; but (Tie foon 
faw by experience that 1 had told her the truth. 
She was obliged for family reafons to leave Turin, 
and go to live on her own eftate. She folicited 
!ne to go with her ; but the education of my 
daughter did not permir my compliance. To 
ftay at Turin without lier feemcd impropt-r, be- 
caufe, having lived very retired in this place, I 
made no acquaintance in it. I knew not v.liich 
VJay to turn. The Eiftiop of Verceil^ wliere Fatl-.tr 
La Corahs was, moft obhgingly wrote to me, ear- 
neflly entreating rae to come thither, promifmg 

me 
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me his proteclion, , and alluring me of his eftccm, 
adding, " that he fhould look upon me as his' 
" own fifter ; that he wifhed extremely to have 
" me there." It was his own fifter, a rtUfirAH 
of the vilitation of YVh™, one of my particular 
friends, who had wrote to him about me, as iir.d 
alio a French gentleman, an acquaintance of his. 
But a point of honour kept me from it. I would 
not have it faid that I had gone after Father 
• Ln Combs, and that Iliad come to Turin, only for 
the purpofe of going to Ferceil, He had alfo h,s 
reputation to preferve, which was the caufe that 
he could not agree to my going tiiither, howewr 
importunate the EilTrop was for it. H'd we be- 
lieved it to ht the will of God, we fhould both 
of ushave palled over thefe conllderations. God 
kept us both in fo great a dependence on his or- 
ders, that he did not let us foreknow them ; but 
the divine moment of his Providence determined 
every thing. This proved of very great fcrvice 
to Father ifl Gn»ic, who had long walked inaf- 
furances, to die to them and to himfelf ; for God 
by an cffeft of his goodnefs, that he might thus 
die without any relerve, took them all away froitj 



During the whole time of my relidcnce at 
Turin, our Lord conferred on mc very great fa- 
vours, I found myfelf every day more trans- 
formed into him, and hadcontinually more know- 
ledge of the ftate of fouls, Without ever being 
milbaken or deceived therein, tliough feme were 
willing to p:rfuade me to think the contrary. 1 
hadufcd my titmoft endeavours to givemyfelf o- 
ther thoughts, which has coft me not a little. For 
when I told, or wrote to Father La Combe abour 
the ftate of fame fouls, which appeared to him 
X 4 more- 
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mare peifeft and aivanced than the knowledge 
given to meof them, he attributed it to pride ; he 
was very angr^' with ine, and prejudiced againft 
my (lace. 1 bad no imeafinefs un account of hia 
cfteeming ms the lefs, for I was not in a condi- 
tion to reftca whether he tfteemcd me or not. 
He could not reconcile (God fo permitting it, to 
take from him every fiipport) an obedience to a 
miracle in moil things, with fo extraordinary a 
firmnefs, which in certain cafes he looked on as 
crimiiial. He admitted a diftrult of itty grace ^ 
for he was not yet ftiSxciently conlirnied in hia 
way, nor did he duly comprehend, that it did 
not in any wile depend on mc, to be either one 
wayordlheri and ihat if I had anyfucb po^ver, 
1 liiould have fnired myfelf to what lie laid, to 
fpare myfelf the crofles which that caufed me ? 
or at leafi: would have artfully dilTemhled my real 
fentiments. But I could do neitlier. Were all to 
perilli by it, I was in fuch a manner condrained, 
that I could not forbear telling him the things, 
juft as onr Lord direriled me to teli them to him. 
In this he has given me an inviolable fidelity to 
the very lafl. No crofies nr pains have ever made 
me fail a riioment therein. Thefe things then, 
which appeared to him to be the llrong prejudice 
of a conceited opinion, fet hiin at variance agaitid 
me. And though he did not openly Ihew it, but 
on the contrary tried to conceal it from me, yet 
bow far diilant foever he were froin me, 1 could 
not be ignorant of it ; my fpirit feit it, and diat 
more or lefs, as the oppofiiion was ftronger or 
weaker i and as toon as it abstt^l ol' ended, my 
pain, occafioncd thereby, ceafed. lie alfo oi: 
his fide CTtpenenced the like. He has told me 
at^d wrote to nie many times over, " When 1 
" ftand well with God, I find 1 am well with 
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" you: When I am othertvife with him, I then 
" find myfelf to be fo with you too." Thus be 
[aw clearly diat when Gon received him into his 
bofom, it was always in uniting him lo me, as 
if he would accept of nothing from him bt't in 
this union. 

WntLP. he was at Tiini!, a widow who was a 
good fetvanl of God, all in the brightnefs of fen- 
libility, came to him to confcfs. She uttered won- 
derful things of her ilate. I was then at the other 
fide of the confeffional. He told rac, " He had 
" met with a fo-il given up to God, that it was 
" die who was prelcnt, that he was very much c- 
" dilied by her ; that he was far from finding the 
" like in me ; that I operated nothing but death 
" upon his fonl." At firfl I rejoiced at his hav, 
ing met with fuch a holy foul, as it fver gives me 
the highcft joy to fee my God glorified. As I 
was returning, the Lord Ihewed me cleariy the 
(late of that foul, as only a beginning of devo- 
tion mixt with affeaion and a little filence, filled 
with a new fcnfation. This and more, as it was 
fet before me, I was obliged to write to him upon 
!t- On his firfl reading of my letter he difcover- 
ed the (lamp of truth in it ; hut foon after, let- 
ting in again his old reHeSions, he viewed all I 
wrote in the light of pride ; for he dill had in hi.5 
mind the ordinary rules of humility conceived and 
comprized after our manner. As to me, I let my- 
fell be led as a child, who fays and does, with- 
out diftinftion, whatever it is made to fay and do. 
I left m> lelf to be ltd whercfoever my heavenly 
I'athcr plcafjd, high or !ow; all was alike good 
to mc, ■ . ■ ■ ° 

Hi! wrote to me,- that, at his firit reading of 
ray letter, there appeared in it fomellnng of 

ituth. 



330 THE LIFE O F - 
truth, but *at on reading It ovef again, he found 
it to be full of pride, and of a preference ol my 
own difcernment to that of others. I knew the 
moment when Ik opined my letter, and entered 
into the truth of it. When the raaid, by whom 
I fent it who was that maid which our Lord had 
brought'me, was rcntrned, I told her Una ; and 
(he affurcd mc that it was the very time wlien he 
hatl read my letter. Sometime after lie WM mote 
enlightened hereupon, and in regard to the ftitc 
I was in. He tlicn faid to me, " Continue tu he- 
" lieve as you have done ;, I encourage and ejL- 
" hort you to do it. " Upon which I began to te- 
fpite, to recover new life and an enlargement of 
foul." Let nobody (fM I to myfeif, as I -was ti- 
turniKg) fpeait to me any more of htimility. The 
" ideas which people genetally have of virtues 
" arc not for me. There is nothing elfe for me 
" but that one thing, viz. ever fingly to obey my 
'■ God." Some time after he fuEciently difco- 
vcreA, by that peifon's manner of ading, that 
(lie was very far from what he had tlioiight of 
her. 1 give this only as one inftance. I might 
wive many others nearly like it ^ but this may 
fuifice. 



CHAP, XVI. 

ON E night in a dream our Lord fliewed me, 
that he would alfo purify the maid whom 
he had given me, and mate her truly enter into 
death to herfelf I then freely refolved to fuffer 
for her, as i did for Father L-i Cunk: As Ihe re- 
filled God much more than he, and was much 
more under the power of telf-love, Ihe had more 
!o be purified from. For this maid 1 have bom 

mueh. 
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oiueh, during three whole years. Our Lord 
caiifed me inceflantly to do miracles on her ac- 
count. It feemed as if he gave me an abfolnte 
pwer over both her body and foil!. How much 
focver (he was indilpqfed, as foon as i fajd to 
her, " Be healed," fhe was fu : And for her pain 
Tborc die mod of it. It feema as if oin- Lord 
had given me fome (hare of experience for Iier 
of what he himfdf had fuiTered for men. Surely 
a fmall part thereof would have confumed ten 
thoufand worlds. He (hcvred me, in a dream 
her refinances, under the figure of fundry ani- 
mals, coming out of her body, whofe outJides ap- 
peared pure, bright and tranfparent as glafs, but 
all unclean within. Hei-eby 1 knew that (he had 
paired through the firjl purification, or clcanfing 
of tlie oulfide, for which reafon (he had palTed in 
the world for a faint, but far from being inward- 
ly purified. Wiile on that account I fuffered, I 
frw thofe animals dcfttoy one another, till there 
remained orily one, which devoured all the reft . 
yet itftlf appeared to have all the iniquity of the 
others in it. What I could not tolerate in lier 
was her regard for Ijirfilf. I faw dearly tliat the 
devil cannot hurt us, but fo far as we retain ibme 
fondnefs for this corrupt filf. This light was 
horn God, who gave me the dilceming of fpirits 
which would ever accept what was from him, or 
njeft what was not ; and tliat not from any 
common methods of judging, not from any out- 
ivard information, but by an inwarti principle 
v.hich is his gift alone. 

'I'm » T this point be not midaken, it is needful 
■;: mention here that fouls which are yet in tbem- 
■■■hes, whatever degree of light and ardour they 
■'ave anaintd, are unqualified for it. They of- 
ten 
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tm tliink they have this difcetnitlent, when ii la 
nothing elfe but fympalhy or antipathy of nsture. 
Our Lord had deitraycd In me every furtotnLi- 
liiral anlipalhy. Tlie foul imifi: be very pUK, 
and depending nn Goo alon=, th=t all dide things 
may be experienced in him. In proportion oa tbs 
maid bccsime inwardly puiiiied my pain abated, 
till the Lord let me know hL-r ftate was going to b^ 
changed, «liich foon happily cnfued. In compn- 
Tifon of inv.'iird pains for fouls, mitwaid petfccii- 
tions, though ever fo iiolent, fcarce gave nic an; .^ 
The Eiftiop of Cmsimii wrorc ro ditierent kinds of 
perfons • He wrote in my favour to fiich m ite 
thought would fhcw me his letters, ami quite the 
contrary in the letters, which he thought I iliould 
never fee. li W'as fo ordered that thefe perfons, 
baving fhewed each other their letters received 
from him, were ftnick with indignation to fee in 
him fo ftiameful a duplicity. They fent me 
thofe letters that I might take proper precautions. 
I kept them two years, and then bnmt them, not 
to hurt the prelate by them. The ftmngEd bat- 
tery he raifed againft me was what be did wuh 
the fecretaryof flate, wl» held that poft in con- 
liinftion with the Marchionets of Priijiflrs bro- 
ther, He tifed all Imaginable ciidcavmirs tn ren- 
der me odious, and to cry nie down. He em- 
nloyed certain Abbots for that purpofc, mfoinnch 
itat, though I appeared ver^ little abroacU I was 
well known by the defcriptions diia Bifhop hart 
Eiven of me. This did not make fo much im- 
preffion as it would have done, ifhehad appeared 
in a better light at Court : Some letters of his, 
wluch her royal highnefs found, after the Pnnce'u 
death which lie had wrote to him againll her, 
hadlhateffefton the Princefs, that, (mftead ol 
ukinpany ™li':= of vAat he now wrote againil 
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me) Ihe tbewed roe great refpeft, and fent her 
rtqueft to me to come to fee her. Accordjngiy J 
waited on her. She affnred me of her proteelion 
and that fbe was glad of my being in her domi- 
nions. 

* Ou E Lord difcovered to me in a dream that 
he called me, in order that I (honl bdp mj \seirb. 
hiur. Of all the myfterioiia dreams I have had 
there never was any which made more impreflion 
on me than this, and whofe nnftionof grace con- 
tinued longer. It icemed to me that, being with 
"He of my intimates, we went up a lleep moun- 
iain, at the foot of which was a fformy Tea, fulE 
of dangerous fhoals, which one muil have cmfTed 
liefore coming to this mountain, which was all co- 
vered with cyprcllcs. Wlien we had got up to 
ihe top of it, we there found another mountain 
iilclofcd with fragrant hedges all round, having 
a gate for entrance, which was locked. We 
knocked at it, but my companion defcendcd 
hack again, or flayed at the gate; for fhe enter- 
ed not with me. The mafter came and opened 
the gate tome, and immediately clofed it again. 
Taking me by the hand, he led me into the wood ' 
which w^as ol cedars. This mountain was called 
J.fhimiii. In this wood there was a lodge, and in 
il two beds. Hither he brought me. I alked 
him, " for whom are thcfe ?" He anfwcred me 
" One for my mother, and the other for thee, my 
" fpoufe." In sliis chamber were animab riatu- 
ralii wild, and enemies to one another, all chang- 
ed in [heir natures, all living together in a de- 
hghlfnl and admirable concord ; the cat and ths 
bird, tile wolf and the iamb, all fporring tos-c- 
ther ; all rcfpetlfiilly and joyfully fainted rac." I 

• in the year 1634. 
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remembered hereupon the propliecy of Ifmsij, 
xi. 6, and the cliamber mentioned in the Cmilicks, 
iii' 4- This place breathed nothing but candor 
and innocence. I perceived in it a boy of about 
twelve years of age. The Spoufe defired him to 
fee if there were any that had efcaped from the 
(hip-wretk. His fervice was only to go to the 
foot of tlie mountain, to try if he could 'fpy any 
one. The Spoufe turning to me faid, " I have 
" chofcn thee, my fpoufe, to bring hither with 
" thee all the perfons who fhall have courage and 
" refolution enough to embark on this fea, and 
" to fuffer fliipwreck there." The boy returned 
and rold him, " that he did not yet fee any one 
" efcaped from the fhipwreck." Thereupon I a- 
waked, much affeaed witli this dream. Tlie 
fweet impreffion it left on my fpirit continued ma- 
ny days. 

Mv interior ftate grew ftil! more finn, and my 
heart fo pure that not any imagination entered it, 
but fuch as it pleafed the Lord to raife. Mine 
was fuch a ftate as is beyond all the power of ex- 
prefHon to defcribe, every motion of the creature 
fo entirely loft, that though outwardly it be free, 
inwardly it is not, even for tlie Icaft thing in the 
world ; all its movements and anions being now 
ill God, and under tire dominion of his will, in 
entire union with him, the foul living in and of 
Gon, as the body lives in and of the air it 
breathes. This ftate is known of God only, 
Such fouls are, as to their exterior, only common, 
I hough precious in the fight of God. Though 
they are the objcfts of his delight, they are oFte- 
theEv.tt of the rage and fcomof the creatures. 

CHAP. 
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IT pleafed God here to make nfe of nte to the 
converlion of two or three Ecclefiafticks. But 
1 had much to fuffer from their repugnances and 
many infidelities — one of whom had viUifiei n^g 
greatly— iind even after his converfion turned 
afide into his old ways; but God at lengthgra- 
cioully reftored him. 

Be PORE his laft return I (iiw (in a dream) a 
great number of very beautiful birds, which eve- 
ry one was purfuing with great emulation and ea- 
pjernefs to catch. I beheld them all without tak- 
ing part therein, and without wilhing to catch a- 
ny of them, \ was not a little furprifed, to fee 
;iiat they all came to offer thcmfelves to me 
without my ufing any effort to take them. A- 
moiig them there was one of an extraordinary 
bt-'auty, v/hich far furpafled all the others. Every 
body was eager to get this : But it efcaped them 
.I'l, and me too as well as the reft ., but afterwards 
u returned to offer itfelf to me, when I no longer 
cxpefted it. There was one of the others which 
after having come in the like manner, fluttered 
for a longtime, one while offering itfelf, another 
while retiring, but at length gave itfelf up intire- 
ly. This laft appeared to me to be the religions 
man I have bccnjuft fpcaking of Others fl»d 
i.]uite away. But the beautiful bird, which had 
not any rival, * is not unknov/n to m;, though 
lie has not come yet. Be it eithei before or after 

my 

* Perhaps Fknelou, Archb:i}70p of G:^mbray, 
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my death, 'lam affured the time will come when 

he will wholly give hjmfelf up to God. 

As I was with the Marchionefs of Pmiai. unde- 
termined whether I fliould place my daughter at 
theVifitationofrM™, to go thither with her, or 
take fome other courfc i I was exceedingly fur- 
prifed, at a lime I leaft cxpetled it, to fee Father 
La Combe arrive From r«-i«?, and tell me, " ! 
" muft return to Paris without any delay." It 
was in the evening and, andhciaid, " I miifl: fet 
" off next morning." I confei.s this Ridden news 
ftartled me. It was for me a double facrifice, to 
return to a place where they had cried me down fo 
much - and towards a family which held me m 
cont^rnpt and who had reprefented my journey 
(caufed by pure necefiity) as a voluntary courfe, 
purfued through human attatchments. Behold 
me then difpofed to go off, without offering a 
finsle word in reply, with my daughter and ray 
chambermaid, without any body to guide and at-. 
tend us ■ for Father La Cmibevn!. refolved not to 
accompany me, not fo much as in palKng the 
mountains; becaiife the Biiliop or Genevii had 
writ on all fides that I was gone to rwm, to run 
after him ■ But the father provincial, who was a 
man of quality, and well acquainted with the 
virtue of Father La CMhe, told him, " that it 
" was improper and unfafe to venture on thefe 
" mountains, without ibme perfons of my ac- 
" quaintance ; and the more as I had my little 
" daugliterwitlv me ; and that he therefore or- 
" dered him to accompany me." i-atlier La 
Combe conferred to me that he had lorae reluc- 
tance to doit, and that only obedience, and the 
dan2-"o which I llioiild have been expofed, made 
him furmou n '■ 1 r , l-!e was only to r.cccmpany mc 
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to Grenehle, and from thence to return to 1'iinn. 
I went oft' dicn, dcligning for Paris^ there to fufier 
whatever croffes and trials it fliould pleafc Goo 
to inilifl:. 

What made me pafs by Grembh was the de- 
lire I had to fpend two or three days with a lady 
an eminent fervantof God, and one of my friends' 
When I was there Father La Combe and that lady 
fpoke to me not to go any fanher; that Gon 
would glorify himfeif in me and by me in that 
place. He returned to Fercfil, and I loft myfelf 
to be conduced as a child by Providence. This la- 
dy took, me to the lioiife of a good widow, there 
not being accomodations at the inn ; and as I was 
ordered to Hop at Grenoble, at her houfe I refi- 
ded. I placed ray daughter in a convent, and re- 
folved to employ all this time in refigning myfelf 
to be poffeffed in iblitudc by Hiin wlio is the ah- 
fokite Sovereign of my foul. I made not any 
yifitin this place ; no more had ! in any of the o- 
therii where I had fqiourncd. ' But I was greatly 
furprized when, a few days after my arrival, there 
came to fee me feveral perfons who made profefli- 
on of a fingular devotion to God. I perceived 
immediately a gift which he had given me, both 
of difcerning fpirits and of adminiftring to each 
■ thatwliich iuited their ftates. I felt myfelf inveft- 
ed, all on a luddcn, with theapoftolic ftate, and 
di fccrned the conditions of the fouls of fuch perfons 
as fpoke to me, and that widi fo much facility 
that they were furprifed at it, and faid one to al 
nother, " that I gave every one of them the very 
" thing they had flood in need of." It was thou 
my God, who didft all thcie things ; fome of 
them fent odiers to me. It came lo fuch an ej:- 
cels, that, generally from fix in the morning till 
" -^ '^ eiaht 
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eight in the evening, I was taken up m fpcakiiig 
of God . People flocked on all fides, far and near, 
friars, pri-'fts, men of the world, maids, wives 
widows, all came one after anotl-.eti and God fiip- 
plied me with what was pertinent and fatisiatlo- 
ry to them ail, after a wonderful manner, with- 
out any Ihare of my ftndy or meditation therein. 
Nothing was hid from me of tlrcir interior ftatc, 
■and of what paffcd within theiti. Here, oh my 
Goif, thon made an infinite mimber of conqiiefts 
known to thyfelf only. They were inflantly fnr- 
nimed with 1 wonderful facility of prayer. God 
conferrcdon them his grace plentifully and wrought 
marvellous changes in them. The moft advanc- 
ed of thefe fouls found, when with me, m fjencc 
a grace comnnunicated to them which they coidJ 
neither comprehend, nor ceafe to admire. The 
others found an iiniilion in my words, and that 
they operated in tliem what I faid to them. 
They fiid, " they had never experienced any 
" thing like it." Friars of different orders, and 
priefts of merit, came to fee me, to whom oui 
Lord granted very great favours, as indeed lie 
did to all, without exeeption, who came in fmce- 
rity. 

Out. thing was fiiiprihng, which.Xvas, that I 
had not a ffllable to fay to fuch as came only to 
watch my words, and to criticife on them. Even 
when I tiioui^ht to try to fpake to them, I felt that 
I ctSiild not," and that God would not have nir 
do it. Some of them in return faid, " The peo- 
" pic are fools to go to fee that lady. She cannoi 
" Ipeak." Odiers of them treated hie as if 1 
were only a flupid fuHpleton. After they left iiil: 
' ' id. " I could not eet hither 




there came one ? 
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thofe perfons ; they come from fuch and fuch 
totry what they can catch from you to your 
difad vantage." " I anfwered them, Our Lord 
has prevented your charity; for F was not abJe 
to fay one jvord to them." 



I F E L T that what I fpoke Howed from the foun- 
tain, and that I was only the inftrument of him 
who made me fpeak. Amidft this general ap- 
plaufe, our Lord made me comprehend what the 
apoffohc ftate was, with which he had honoured 
me; that to give one's felf up to the help of 
fouls, m the purity of his Spirit, was to expofe 
one s felf to the moft cruel perfecutions. Thefe 
very words were imprinted on my heart " To 
" re%nourfelve.5to tervc our neighbour is to fa- 
" crificc ourfelves to a gibbet. Sucli as now 
" proclaim, Bhffedis hi who comnh in the Nmm 
^^ of tlx Lord, wilt foon cry out, Take away, cru- 
" iifiy" One of my friends fpeakirig of the gene- 
ral cfteem the people had for me, I faid to her 
I' Oblerve what I now tell you, that you wili 
" hear ctirtcs out of the fame mouths which at 
" prefent pronounce bkffings." Our Lord made 
me comprehend thatlmuflibe conformable tohitn 
m all his ftates; and that, if he had cotinu- 
ed in a private life with his parents, he never had 
becji crucified ; that, when he would ref.gn any 
ot hisfervants to crucifixion, he employed fuch in 
the miriiftry and fcrvice of their neighbours It 
IS certain that all the fouls employed 'herein by a- 
poftohc dtllination from God . and who are tru 
y m the apoftolic ftate, are to fuffer extremelv 
I (peak not of thofe who put thcmfelves into it' 
w.io, not being called of God in a fmgtilar man' 
ner and having nothing of the grace of the apof- 
■lelhip, have none ofitscroffes; but of thofe on- 

X2 ly 
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without any 
kerve, and who are willing witn their whole 
heart, to be e^cpofed, for hj^ fake, to luff.nngs 
without any mitigatiou. They muft irniiredly 
becomE a /^fS«-/( /o God, to misMs, and /o 
„,„. to God, of glory, by their conformity to 
Jesus Christ; io an^eh, of joy; and to ,nai, 
of ciiiehy and ignominy. 

CHAP, XVIII. 

AMONG fogrtat a number of good fouls, on 
whom onr^Lord wrought much by ine, fome 
were °iven lue only as plants to cultivate, I 
knew their ftate, bttt had not that near connecti^ 
on with, or authority over them, which I had over 
othsra. It was then that I comprehended the true 
inatermty beyond v,-hat I had done before ; for thoft- 
of the ktter kind were given rae as children of 
whom fome were faithful. I kriew they would fac 
fo ■ and they were clofely united to me in pure 
charity. Others were unfaithful ; I knew that of 
thefe fome would never return from their inEdehty, 
and theV were taken from rae ; fome, after (lip- 
'pxaa afide, were recovered, Bodi of them coft 
rae^much diftrefs and inward pain, when, for 
want of courage to die to thcmfelves, they gave 
up the point ; and revolted from the good begin- 
ing they had been favoured with. 

Our Lord, amongft fuch miiltitndesas followed 
him on eariU, had few true children, \\ hcreforc 
he raid tohis father, " Tliofe that thou gavefl; tnc 
" I have kept, and none of them is loft but the 
" fon of perdition," Ihewing hereby that he loft 

not 
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not any belidc of his apoftles, or difeiples, though 
they fonietimes made falfc lleps. 

Among the different numbers of friars who 
tame to fee me, there was one order which difco 
vered tlie good eifec'ls of grace more than any 
other. Some of that very order liad before thi' 
in a httle town where F, La Combe, was in the ex' 
crcile of his million, been afttiated with a falfc 
zeal, and violent in perfectiting all the good fouls 
which had fincerely dedicated thcmfelves to God 
plaguing them after fuch a manner as can fearce 
be conceived, burning all theirbuoks which treated 
(tf filencc and inward prayer, rcfnfing abfohition 
to fuch as were in the praftice of it, driving into 
confternation, and almoft into dcfpair, fuch as 
had formerly led wicked lives, but were now re- 
formed, and preferved in grace by means of 
prayer, becoming fpotlefs and blamelefs in their 
conduft, Thefe friars had proceeded to fuch an 
excefs of wild zeal, as to raife a fedition in thit 
town, m which a father of tlie oratory, a perfon of 
diftinaionand merir, received ftrokes with a ftick 
in the open ftrect, becaufe he prayed extempore 
in the evenings, and on Sundays made a fhortfer- 
vent prayer, winch inflenfiblv habituated thefe 
good louls to the ufeand practice of the like. 

I NEVER in all my life had fo much confolati- 
ou as to fee inthis little town fo rnany pious fouls 
who with a heavenly emulation gave up their 
v/liole hearts to God . There were girls of twelve 
or thirteen years of age, v,'Iiq induftmuflv follow- 
ed their work almoft all the day long, in filence 
.md in their employments enio\ed a communioi^ 
with God, having acquired a fixed habit therein 
As thefe girls were poor, tl-.ey placed thcmfelves 
^ ' two 
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two and two together, and fiich as could do n 
read to the others who could not. One faw there 
the innocence of the primitive chriftians revived. 
There was in that town a poor laundrefs who had 
five children, and a hufband paralytic, lame in 
the right arm, and yet wotfe diftempered In mind 
than in body, He had little ftrength kft for any 
thing elfc than to beat her ; Yet this poor woman 
bore it with ail the meeknefs and patience of an 
angel, wliile fhe by her labour fupported him and 
his^five children. iSae had a wonderful gift of 
prayer, and amidft her great fuffering and ex- 
treme poverty, preferved- the prefence of God, 
and tranquility of mind. There was alfo a Shop- 
keeper, and one who made locks, very much af- 
feited with God. Thefe were clofe friends. 
Sometimes the one and fometiraes the other read 
to this laundrefs ; and they were furprifed to find 
that (he was inftrufted by the Lord himfelf in all 
they read to her, and fpolce divinely of it. 

Those, friars fentfor this woman, and threat- 
ened her much if ftie did not leave ofFprayer, tell- 
in'' her it was only for churchmen to' pray, and 
that fhe was very bold to praftice it. She rcpli. 
ed, (or rather he who inftrufted her, for fhe was 
very ignorant of herfelf) " that Cheiet had 
" commanded all to pray, and that he had faid 
" ffi'/Mi J fay unto ym I/ty unto all. Mark, xiii, 
" 33- 37- without fpecifying either priefts orfri- 
" ars; that without prayer fhe could not fuppoii 
" her croffes and poverty ; that formerly file had 
" lived without it, and then was very wicked , 
" that fincc flie had been in the exercife of it, 
." fire had loved God withal! her foul ; fo th.it !o 
?' leave off prayer was to renounce her ialva- 
►' tion, which f!ie could not do." She added 

" that 
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" that they might take twenty perfons who had 
" never praAiied prayer, and twenty of thole 
" who were in theprartife of it: Thta, fnid Jhtr^ 
" inform yonrfelves of the lives of both forts, and 
" ye will iee if y£ have any reafon to cry out a- 
" gainfi: prayei." Such words as thefe, from 
fuch a woraan, one would think migiit have fully 
convinced them ; but (inflead uf that) they only 
irritated them the more. They affured her " (lie 
" fhould have no abfohition till fte promifcd 
" them to defifl: from prayer." She faid, " It de- 
*' pended not on her, and that Christ Is raaf- 
" ter of what he communicates to his creatures, 
" and of doing with it what he pleafcs." They 
lefufed her abfohition; and after railing at a 
good taylor, who fervcdGoo with his whole heart, 
they ordered all the books without exception, 
which treated on prayer to be brought to tliem, 
and burned them with their own hands in the public 
fquare. They were hugely elated with dicir per- 
formance ; But all the town prefently arofe in an 
uproar, on account of the late infolent and into- 
lerable ufage given to the father of the oratory. 
The principal mcrt went to the BiChop oi. Geneva, 
and complained to him of the fcandals of thefe 
new mitlionaries, fo different from the others. 
Speaking of Father La Combs, wljo had been 
there before them on his miffion, they faid " thefl; 
" feemed as if they were fent to dellroy all the 
" good he had done." The Bifliop was forced 
to come himfelf to that town, and there to mount 
the putj.it, pmtcfling he had no Ihare in it, and 
tliat thele fathers had pulhed their zeal too far. 
The friars, on the other fide declared, tb^y bmi 
dme all tbcy did, purfttant to tbe orders giviii them. 

There were alfo at Town young women who 

liadretived together, being poor villagers, the better 

X 4. to 
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to earn their livelihood and to ferve God . One 
of tliem read from time to time, while the others 
were at work, and not one went out without afk- 
mc- 1-iive of the ddeft. They wove ribbands, 
or°fpiin, and the ftrong fupponmg the weak. 
They fcparated thrfe poor girls, and others befide 
theiTi, in feveral villages, and drove them out of 
tlie church. 

It was then tiie friars of this very order whom 
our Lord made tife of to eflablifii prayer in I 
know not how many places. And, into the pla- 
ces where they went, they carried ahimdred times 
more books of prayer than thofe which their bre- 
thren hadburnird. The hand of God appeared 
to rne wonderfully in thefe things. I had then oc- 
cafion to know thefe friars in the way I am going 
to tell. 

Owe day that I was fick, a brother, who has 
fkillin difeafes, and is ufeful therein, ipeingcome 
tor a charitable coUeiftion, and hearing I wab 
iU, came in to rac, and gave me medicines pro- 
per for my diiijrder. We entered into a eonver- 
iiition which revived in him the love he had for 
Cod, which he acknowledged had been too much 
Itifled by his great occupations. I made him 
comprehend that therewasnoennployments which 
ilionld hinder him from loving Goo, and from 
being occupied withiij himfelf, He readily be- 
lieved roe, as he already had a good (hare of pie- 
ty, and of an iivterior difpofition. Our Lord con- 
ferred onhin: many favours, and gave him to be 
one of niy true children. What is wonderful is, 
that all thole whom he has given me are brought 
torthby me on the crofs, in which fenfe he caufes 
ms to Jill up ihal iDbich is huhind of bis paffm:: 

fCol. 
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(Col. i. 34.) Oh goodnefs ofGoDthaiito alToci- 
ate poor creatures to his great myfteries ! 

When our Lxird gives me children after this 
manner, he gives them a very particular afleftion 
for me. They cannot forbear calling me their 
mother ; which has been the cafe of hiany, and 
fome of great note. Several whom I did not 
know but by their letters, have feen me in dreams 
refolving all their difficuhies. I have found that 
when our Lord honours afoiilviixh fpiritual fruit- 
fulnefs, he gives it w^liat is necefTary to nouridi and 
fupport it] cliildren, according to dieir different 
degrees. I was fometimes fo filled with thefe di- 
vine communications that I have been ready to cry 
out, " Oil, my Lord give me hearts to relieve 
" myfelf of my fulnefs." When fome of my 
children came to rae, or new ones were given me 
in whom grace was aheady flrong, I was eafed and 
comforted ; they alfo felt an inconceivable pleni- 
tude of grace, and a greater gift of prayer, each 
according to their degree ; which furprifcd them 
greatly at the firft, and made them, when ne- 
ceiTity feparated me from them, fed a great want 
of me. But afterv/ards they experimentally com- 
prehended this myftery ; and wlien necellity fe- 
parated me from them, or I did not know them, 
having never feen them, inftruftions and confo- 
lations were communicated to them even afar off. 



CHAP. XIX. 

THERE were there fome good young 
women, v/]io were particularly given me- 
and efpecially one who had felt a very great at- 
traclion to come to me : And our Lord gave her 

by 
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by mc a-U fhe had need of; but when at a di{- 
tance from me, flie was ftrongly tempted, and 
then afraid to return to me; yet when the took 
courage and came, her pains and fears were all 
diffipated, and [he experienced, while flie was 
with me, thatfuinefs of grace which is come by 
Jesus Christ: Yet after this Hie was tempted 
fo far as to imagute me to be a forcerefs : And 
(hat it was thereby, that I had driven away from 
her tlie evil fpirit which had affaulted her, and 
that I had foretold her what would befall her, 
which aftually did happen accordingly. Under 
fuch an impreffion on her mind (he came to me, 
but opened not her lips. I knew her uneafiriefs, 
told her of it, and (he confeifed it. When we 
were at church, I faid to her, " If it is an evil 
" fpirit which caufes me to aft towards you, let 
" him continue to torment you; if it be a good 
" fpirit I pray that during the fervice you may 
" partake of that fpirit," At the very beginnmg 
of the fervke her foul flowed with a peace of para- 
dlfe, and was in fo great an union with God, that 
fhe fcatce knew whether (lie y.'as in earth or in Hea- 
ven After that manner was our communion, 
and then (lie faid inherrdt"; -'Oh, how certain 
" I am now that it is God who moves and guides 
" her ! After prayers was over, (lie faid to me " Oh 
" my mother, how fully fenfible have I been that 
" God is all m all in yon ! I have been in para^ 
" difc." 

Whkn at any time after this (lie made (lip-s 
and concealed thera from me, or covered them 
with difguifcs, I felt it at firR ; and that our r,ord 
wholoves andacccpts of nothing but pure fincen- 
ty, reicfted her therein, i faw or rather experi- 
enced, hovv- God rejeils fmners from his bofoni. 
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All the caufe of God's rejeiftion is m the •will and 
inclination of the finner. If that ■»;// ceafes, how 
horrible foever he be, God purifies him in his love, 
and receives him into his grace ; but while that 
will remains, the rejeftion continues ; though for 
want of ability fecnnding his inclination, hefhould 
not commit the fm he is inclined to, yet he never 
can be admitted into p;race till the caufe ceafes, 
which is this wrong will, rebellions to the divine 
law. If that once ceafes, God then totally removes 
the effcifls of fin, which ftain the foul, by wafh- 
ing away the new defilements wliich he has con- 
trafted. If that fmner dies in the time that his 'uiill 
is rebellious and turned towards fin, as death fixes 
foreverthe dilpofitionof the foul, and the caufe of 
its impurity is ever fuhfiding, fiieh fotil can never 
be received into God ; its rejection muft be eter- 
nal, as there is fuch an abfoltitc oppofition betwixt 
effential pinity aiideJfentialimpurity, Andasthis 
foul, from its own nature neceffarily tends to its 
own centre, it is continually rejeifled from thence, 
by reafon of its impurity, fubfifling not only in 
the effeifls but in dieir caufe. It is the fame way 
in this life. This caufe, fo long as it fubfifts, ab- 
folutely hinders the grace of God from operating 
in the foul. But if the fmner comes to die truly 
penitent, then the caufe, which is the wrong tc///, 
being taken away, there remains only the effeft 
or impurity caufed by it. He is then in a condi- 
tion to be purified. God of his infinite mercy 
has provided a laver of love and of juflic.:, a 
painCu! laver indeed, to purify this foul. And as 
the defilement is greater or lefs, fo is the pain ; 
but when the caufe is utterly taken away, the 
pain entirely ceafes. Now, I fay, it is the very 
fame here. Souls are received into grace, as foon 
as the caufe of fin ceafes ; but they do not pafs in- 
to 
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to God himfdf, till ail its efFeds are v/alhed 
away. If they have not courage to let him, in 
his own way and will, thoroiiglily cleanfe anci 
pmify thera, they never enter into the pure di- 
vinity in this life. As this purification, is no? 
effefled but by pain, and the defttuCtion oF 
all tlic felfifh wifdora and defires. This is tin: 
caufe, why many pious fouls, highly applauded ol 
men, have ffiU need of farther purification. Thofe 
who have not cojtie fo far as to be quite fixed ii: 
the pure love of Gan, are ever liable to change, 
and to tranfgrefs in fome points in the will, or m\- 
tural inclination, till they be dead to themfelves, 
and palTcd into God, who renders the will in 
this ftate immutable ; all thiit nature, that leaven 
which iitay be ever making it rife again, vdiich 
\s/df-love in its many forms, foraeof them feem- 
ing both lawful and commendable in the fight of 
men, being thoroughly purged away, v/hich Gou 
is very willing to do for us in this hfe : But this 
is not effefted but by fcvere and extreme pains to 
us, and the lofs of every fupport of artful corrtipt 
felf. Hence the fouls truly changed into his i- 
mage, are more rare than I can fet forth or tr. 
prefs. 

To return to my fiibjeft, I experienced that 
this young woman ftuck to me ftiU by a certain 
fecret tie, as a finner does to his Goo, from 
whence he may ftiU be received in him, when 
the caufeof the rejection ceafes. God iuccfi'ani- 
ly folicits this 'will to cea',0 to he rebellious, and 
Jpares nothing on his fide for this good end. The 
■will is free, yet grace follows it ftiU. As foon as 
the itiill ceafes to rebel, it finds grace at the door, 
ready to introduce its unfpeakable benefits. Oh 
tliSgnodnefs of Grn and bafenefs of tlK hnner. 
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each of thcro amazing when clearly feen ! I feh 
I fay, how this young woman and many other 
fouls ftuck to mine by a tie of filiation; but I 
found I co\ild no more communicate grace to her 
as I had done, by reafon of h.et want of fimplicity 
in the •mill, and that it was impoflible for the di- 
vine efHux to enter, till her dilfimulatton were 
deftroyed, though 1 loved her much; but chat 
•mill in her oecafioned the rejeftion, which could 
not end but by its change. How wonderful is 
God to give to poor creatures the experimental 
knowledge of his deep and myfterious fecrets ! 
For what I have experienced in refpcft of her I 
have done in regard to fuudry others. But I have, 
given her cafe as one example. F. La Combe 
thought her virtuous : Wren I told him a little 
of this fault of -her's, he accufed me of rafh judg- 
ment, which indeed was far from me ; but he 
afterwards came lo fee for himfelf enough of her 
craft and artifice. 

Eli TORE 1 arrived at Gremlik, the kdy, my 
friend there, faw in a dream that our Lord gave 
me an infinite number of children all uniformly 
clad, bearing on their habits the marks of can- 
dor and innocence. She thought I was coming 
to take care of the children of the hofpital. But 
as foon as (lie told me it, I difcerned that it was 
not that which the dream meant ; but that our 
Lord would give me, by a fpirittialfruitfulnefs, a 
great number of children ; that they would not 
be my true children but in fimplicity, candor 
and innocence. So great an averfion I have to 
anificc and difgiiil'e. 
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CHAP. XX. 



THE good brother I have fpoken of (Chap, 
xvili.) found himrdf difpofed to lay open 
hishearc to me like a child. Our Lord gave him 
through me all tliat was neceffary for him ; for 
lliough difpofed to the fpiritual life, yet for want 
of courage and fidelity he had not duly advanced 
in it. Hereupon he faid unto me, " You are my 
" true mother." From that time God has gran- 
ted him many favours through this poor nothing 
creature. I felt he was one of my Tons, one of the 
rood faitliful and clofely united. Every time he 
came to fee me, he became more encouraged and 
fortified to die thotouglily to himfelf, fenfibly af- 
fured of the power of God in me, which he felt, 
in his dependent ftate. Our Lord inftrtifted him 
in hlence, and prepared him to receive his grace, 
without the mediation of words, which carried on 
its operation in him, in proportion as he died 
more to himfelf. Ch a i s t has declared, " Where 
" two or three are gathered together in my name 
" there am I in the raidft of them." With the 
"reateft certainty, through his bleifed operations, 
IS this espcrienced. As this brother was already 
advanced in the fpiritual life, and had only ftop- 
ped and been retarded in it, he was foon recover- 
ed hereby. 

In proportion as liis foul advanced fufficiently 
for continuing in filence before God, and as the 
Word operated on him in filence, being vivid 
and fruitful, and not a ftatc of indolence, as 
fomc ignorantly imagine, he thereby grew in grace. 
Oh, immediate ineftable Word ! who tellcfl us e- 

very 
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very thing without articulating any thing! He 
>vho has never experienced thee knows nothing, ^- 
It was then given to him to communicate with 
me in filenee tlie operations of that divine Word, 
the fulnefs thereof in him becatne more abundant, 
like a lluice lifted up, which difcharges itfelf with 
profufion, and that with fo much force and grace 
in fouls well difpofed, that the full river does not 
fiow with more impetnofity. But alas ! how few 
fouls are pure enouglifor this enjoyment pafling in 
them after fueli a manner ! This fulnefs which he 
received ftill emptied him more of himfelf, put- 
ting him in a flatc of deeper filence before God, 
and a greater detachment from every thing dfc. 
It ftill difpofed him more both for God and for 
me. 



Oh my God, liow well I comprehended in this 
filence that in fouls which are wholly thine thy 
grace flows like a river ! This is that "well of wa- 
ter /printing ftp into euerlajfing life ^ the great 
myftery whieh Christ fpoke ot, and revealed to 
the Samaritnii woman. It fprings up in fuch a- 
bundance that there is a fufficiency in it for filling 
an infinite number of fouls, each according to its 
degree, without ceafing to be full. Oh admira- 
iile hierarchy, which begins m this life, to conti- 
nue through all eternity ! Yes, there is a hierarchy 
among faints on earth, even as among Angels in 
Heaven, And thofc who have ferved as conduits 
to water their fouls, iltall continue fuch in eterni- 
ty'. The water of life will flow from the facrcd 
fource into the fouls of all thofe who have lived by 
grace, more ot lefs, as they are fitted, extended or 
dilated to receiveof its abundance. And it requires 
more of largenefs and extent both to receive and 
tn communicate abundantly to others, Thofe 

who 
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who arc dead in fm receive notliing of this pleni- 
tude of life. Through the want of this thdy may 
praperly be faid to be dead ; all thepaliagcs, by 
which life mightflow into them, being clof.d up by 
fm. But foiilB living in the pure love of God all 
receive from this fulncfs more or kfs, according 
as they are difpofed or fitted for it by the purity 
and receptivity of the foul. But all who .are come 
fo far as to receive the grace , are not from thence 
in a conditon to communicate it. They have a 
preat "way to advance before they become fitted 
ioi that. 

This good brother had occafion to bring to 
me fomc of his companions ; and God took hold 
of them all. It was at the very time that Go d 
gave ms thel'e good Religious, that the others of 
the fanie order were making all the ravages I have 
mentioned, and oppofmg with all their might the 
holy fptrit of God. I could not but admire to fee 
how God was pleafed to make himfelf amends 
for former damages, by the pouring out of his 
fpiiit in abundance on thefe good friars, while the 
others were labouring vehemendy againft it, do- 
JnEfall they could todeftroy itsdominion and effi- 
cacy in their fellow-mortais. But their labours 
of this kind had no great effeft ; thofe good fouls 
inftead of being flaggered by perfecutions, grew 
ftronger by it. Tlic Superior, and the m after of 
the novices of the houfe in which tliis good bro- 
ther was, declared againft me, without knowing 
rac : and were grievoutly chagrined that a Wo- 
nt a K , as they faid, fliould be fo much flocked to, 
and fo mticli fought after. For looking at the 
things as they vrere in thcmfeives, and not as they 
were in God, who does v/hatcvei pleafes him, 
the V had notliing but contempt for the gift which 
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was lodged in fo mean an inftrument, inftead of 
cfteeming God and his grace, attending to the 
meannefs of the fnlijja in which he llieds it. 
Yet this good brother at length got the fuperior to 
come fee jiie, and thank me for the charities wliich 
he laid I had done them : Our I^rd fo ordered, 
that he (ound fomethinginniy converfatioii which 
reached and took hold of him. At length he 
was compkady gained and brouglit over. ° And 
be it was, who forae time after, being vifitcr, dif- 
perfed fuch a number of thofe b<mks, bought at 
their own charge, which the others had tried ut- 
terly todeftroy. Oh how wonderful art thou, my 
God ! in all thy ways how wife, in alt tliy con- 
dutt how lull oF love ! How well thou canft fruf- 
trate all the falfe wifdom of men, and triumph o^ 
vsr tlteir vain precautions ! 

THiiR£ were in this noviciate many novices. 
The eldefl of them grew fo very uneafy under his 
■..ic-riiin, that he knew not what to do. So great 
lis trouble that he could neither read, ftudy 
;:,,.», nor do fcarce any of his duties. His com- 
panion brought him to me. We fpoke a while 
together, and the Lord difcovered to me both the 
caufe of his difordcr and its remedy. I told it to 
him ; and he began to praftife prayer, even that 
of the heart. He was on a fndden wonderfully 
clianged, and the Lord highly favoured him. As 
I fpoke to him grace wrought in his heart, and 
his foul drank it in, as the parched ground does 
the gentle rain. He felt himfelf quit of his pain 
before he left the room. He then readily, joy- 
lally, and peifeSly performed all his exercifes, 
v-hich. before were done with reludance and diC- 
giift. He now both fludied and prayed eafily, 
and difcharged ail his dutieii, in iiich a manner,' 
^ that 
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ih't he was fcarce known <° himfdf or other. 

which remained with him, and a gih ot prayer. 
He raw that there waar.adily given h,m ^vhathe 
could ncverhave before, whatever pams he ic.,. 
for It ■ And this enlivemng fproiit was the pri: .:. 
pie which made him aft, gave him grace for h^z 
Lployment., and an inward fnution of the grace 
of Gon , which Irvotight all good wuh ,f He gra- 
d-iallv bronghl me all the novices, al! of whom 
partook of the effefts of grace, though different- 
Iv, according to their different degrees. Neve, 
was there a more (lonrilhiing noviciate, 

Th'' mafter and Superior could not forbear 
admirins; To grcatachange in their novice^, thougn 

thev did'not penetrate the canfe of it. O"';^^ • 
as ihey were fpeaking of it to the Colleftor fr>, 
they efteemed him highly on aecotrnt of hr-. 
merit and virtue, and telling h.m, they were 
forprired at the change in the iiovices, and 
thebleffiugtheLordhadbeftowedonthe noviciate 
hefaidtothem, " My fathers 'f Y™ ^"" P^™ ' 
" me, I will tell you the rcafon of it It is tire 
" kdy againfl whom ye have exclaimed fo mucn 
" withotft knowing her, whom Goo has mad:: 
" uieof forall this." Tliey were very much iur 
prifed : and both tire mafter though advanced.,! 
%,, and his fnperlor then fubmitted htrrably t-. 
nraaife prayer, after the manner taught by a ht.!: 
i>ook, • which die Lord infpired me to wTite anu 
of which t (hall fay more iKrt-^fjf^ 1 ^nd th. : 
reaped fuch bencHt fmm ,r, that the fiiperioi lai.^ 
" to me " I am become quite a new man. > 

7 " CO'-' .' 
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" could not piadifc prayer before, bccaufe my 
" reafoning faculty was growndullandexhaiifcd; 
" but now ! do if ;i£ often as I will, widieafe with 
" mucli fruit, and a qirte diftWent (bnation of 
« the prefence of God :' And the mafter (kid 
" I have been a Religtm!, or friar, thefe forty 
« years, and can truly fay that I never knew how 
" w pTay, nor have J eyer known or tafted of 
** God, as I have done fuice J read that Ih'ie 
" book." 



Maky others were gained to Gob, befides 
tliole whom I looked on to be my true children 
and who coft me the pangs of their birth Fo' 
the others I felt not that maternity, and that inti 
mate efflux of grace I have fpoken of, thoueh 
they were won to the Lord by my means He 
gave rae a very great number of children and 
three famous fnars, of an order by which 1 have 
been, and ftill am, very much perCccuted 'h<- 
made me alfo of fervice to a great number of 
Nuiis, of virtuDus young women, and even men 
of tlie world ; among the reft a joung man of 
qnahty, who had quitted the order of the kni^ht^ 
of Aiahn, to take that of the priellh.cod . He was 
the relation ot a bi^op near him, who had other 
defigns of preferment for him : He has been mtieh 
lavoirred of the Lord, and is conftant in pra-r 
I cotild not defcnbe the great number of fou]; 
wnich were then given me, as well tnaids aswVes 
pnefts and fnars. But tiiere were there three cu' 
rates, one canon, and one grand-vicar who 
were more particulalry given me. I'Jiere was one 
prieff very intimately given me, for whom I fuf 
tered mucii, through his not being willin.^ to die 
to himielf, and loving himfelf too much with I 
lad regret ! ihw him decaying, falling aV^y ,i,, 

^ => he 
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v/aa (Hike (hatched from m<;. As for ihe others 
there are fome of them who have continued fted- 
faft and immoveable, fome whom the tempeft 
has (liakena little, but not torn away. Though 
thefe ftart afide yet thiy ftill return. But thofe 
who are fiiatched quite away return no more. 

Theke was one true daughter given me, 
whom our Lord made ufe of to gain many others 
to hi m. She was in a ftrange (late of death when 
I fiift faw her, and by me he gave her life and 
peace. Stie afterwards fell extremely ill. The 
dodors faid fhe wouid die ; but I had an afliir 
ranee of the contrary, and that God would make 
life of her, (as he has done) to gain fouls. There 
was in a jiionaftery a young woman confined in a 
ftatc of diftradion. I faw her, I knew her cafe, 
and that it was not what they thought of it. As 
foon as I had fpoken to her flic recovered : But 
the priorcfs did not like that I {lionld tell her my 
thoughts of it, becatife the perfon who^ had 
thought her thither was her friend. They 
plagued her more than before, and threw her 
back again into her diflraftion. 

A SISTER of another monaftcty was for eigiit 
years paft in a deep melancholy, unrelieved by 
any one ; for her ditedor increafed it, by prat- 
tifmg remedies contrary to her difordcr. I had 
never been in that monaftery ; for I did not o;,, 
into fuch places, unlefs I were fent for, as I chc' 
not think it right to intrude, but left by myrcH 
to be conducted of Providence. I was very muth 
furprifed that at eight o'clock at night one cam " 
for me from the, priorefs. It was in the long da) s 
of fummer, and being near it I went. I met 
with a lifter who told me Iter cafe ; (lie had gon.' 
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to fuch excefs, that feeing no remedy for it, fhe 
had taken a knife to kill herfelf; but the knife 
fell out of her hand; and a perfon coming to fee 
her had advifed her to fpake to me. Our Lord 
made me know at firft what the matter was; and 
that lie leqiiired her to relign herfelf to him, in- 
ftead of refifting him as they had made her do for 
eight years. I was inftrumental to draw her into 
fuch a rehgtiatioii, that (he entered at once info a 
peace of paradife ; all lier pains and tronblcs 
were inflantly baninted ; and never returned 
fmce. She has the grcateft capacity of any in the 
houfe. ^he was prel'cntly fo changed as to be the 
admiration of the whole community. Our Lord 
gave her a very great gift of prayer and his conti- 
nual prefence, with a faculty and readinefs for e- 
very thing. She was given me for a daughter - 
and alfo a domeftic fifber,who had troubled Tierfor 
twenty-two years paft, was delivered from her 
troubles, and is become a very religious woman 
That produced a clofe tie of frienddiip between the 
priorefs and me, as the wonderful change and the 
peaceofthisfifterfurprifed her, file haSng fo of- 
tetifeen her in her terrible pains. J alfo conffaaed 
otiier luch ties in this monaftery, where there are 
loiils under the T-ord's fpecial reg;:iiii, whom he 
drew to himfeif by the means he had been pleafed 
ru make choice of. 



CHAP, XXI. 



Y WAS moved to read the holy ferlpturc. It had 
.* b::cn fome time fmce I had read at all not 
■", in myfelf any void lo be hllcd. \Vhen 
■ '^; ^•■i! I was impelled to write the paiTage, and 
-litaiitly upon it, its explication was given me 
^ 3 which 
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which I alfo wrote, going on with inconceivable 
expedition, light being poured in upon me in 
ifuch a uinnnet, that I found I Iwd in mj'Celf la- 
tent treaiures of wii'doni and ksiowledgc which I 
had not yet known of. Before I wrote I knew not 
v/hai I was going to write. And after I had writ- 
ten, I r'membered noth.itig of what I had penned ; 
nor could 1 make ufe of any part of it for the 
help of fouls ; but ihi Lord gave mj, at the time 
I fpok'i to them, without any ftudy or rcfleftion 
of mine, all that was neceffary for them. Thus 
the Lord made me go on with an explanation of 
the holy internal fenfeof the Sctiptiircs • Ihad no o- 
ther bock but the bible, nor ever made ufc of any but 
that, and witlioiit even feeking for any thing. 
When iti writing on the OidTcftamcnt I made tife of 
paffages of the New, to fupport what I had faid, 
it was without feekingthem, they were given me 
along with the cxplieation ; and in writing on tin- 
New Teftament, and therein making fe of paf- 
fages of the Old, they were given me in like man- 
lier v.'ivhout my feeking any thing. ! had fcarce 
any time for writing but in the night, allowing 
only one or two hours to flecp. The Ixird madi 
ms write v;ith fo much purity, that I v. as obliged 
to leave ofl" or begin again, as he was plcafed tn 
order. He proved me every way herein. Wnien 
I writ by day, often fuddenly interrupted, I lel'i 
the word uniinidted, and he afterwards gave me 
what he pleafed. What I wrote was not in my 
head ; That part was kept free and difcngagcd, 
!f I gave any way torefleflion I was pimifhed for 
it, and eou'd not proceed. And yet fomctimcs T 



• Ail her explications have been publifned ; thofc on 
t!ic Old Teftiment in twelve Imall odavo volumes, and 
c- the New Teftament in ekht. 
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was not duly attentive to the divine fpiiit, think- 
in" I did well to continue when I had time, even 
without feeling his immediate impull'e or enlight- 
iiing influence, from whence it is eafy to fee fome 
places clear and confiilent, and others which haA'e 
neidier tafte nor unftion; (lich isthedifTereiiceof 
the fpirit of God from the human and natural fpi- 
iit, thothey are leftjuft as ! wrote them, yet I 
am ready, if ordered, to adjuft them according 1o 
my prefent light. Did ft thou not. Oh my God, 
turn me a hundred ways, to prove whether I was 
T/iitiont anyreferve, through every kind of trial 
■.)' ', liether Iliad not yet fome little intereft for my- 
ii::l i' My foul became hereby readily pliable toe- 
very difcovery of the divine will, and whatever 
kind of humiliations attended me to counterba- 
lance my Lord's favours, tillevei7 thing, high or 
low, was rendered alike to me. 



Methtmks the Lord a£ls with his dcareft 
fi lends as the fea with its waves. Sometimes it 
piiihes ihem againft the rocks where they breakin 
pieces, fomeiimcs it rolls thesn on the fand, or 
dallies them on the mire, then inflantly it retakes 
them into the depdis of its own Bolbm, where 
they are abfotpt with the fame rapidiiy that they 
were firft ejefled. Even among the good the far 
greater part are fouls only of MiTfy; and furely 
that is well : But to appertain to divine 'Jufiia\ 
oh how rare and yet liow great I Mercy is all dif- 
tributive in favour of the treature, but Jtijiiie 
deflroys every thing of the creature, without fpar- 
iag any thing. It can demand nothing but for 
itfelf ■, yet they mafl be voluntary viclims, as have 
no other ubjetl but itfelf in what they fuffer. 

The lady, who war. my particular friend, be- 
gan to conceive fume jealoufy on the applaufe gi- 
Z 4 vcn 
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the feveral perfecBtions. This counrdlor was one 
of my intimate friends, and i pattern of piety. 
The book, has already paffed through live or fix 
editions ; and our Lordhas given a very great be- 
nediction to it. Thofe good friars took fifteen 
hniidred of them. The devil became fo enraged 
asaiiifl me on .tcoonnt of the conqiieft; whicliGon 
rnade by me, th.it i was allured he was going to 
ftir up againft rae a violent perfectition. All that 
gave inc no trouble. Let him (lir up againft mo 
ever lb tlrange pcrfecutions : I know the)' will -M' 
fervc to the glory of my God. 

c H A P. xxn. 



A POOR ghl of very great fimplicity, wlio 
earned her livelihood by her labour, and 
was inwardly favoured of the Lord, came aHfor- 
rovvftil to me, and faid, " Oh iny mother, what 
" Ihange things have I feen !" I alked what they 
were, " AlasJ^/W/'f, I have feen youiike alamb 
" in the midft of a vaft troop of furious wolves. 
" I have feenafrigluful raultitudeofpeoploof all 
" tanks and robes, of all ages, fexes and conditi- 
" ons, priefts, friars, married men, maids and 
" wives, with pikes, halberts and drawn fword.';, 
" all eager for your inftant deftrudion. You ler 
" them alone without Ilirring, or being furprifed 
" and without offering any way to defend your 
" fclf. I looked on all hdes to fee whether any 
" one v/ould come to affift and defend you ; 
" but i law not one." Some days aher, (liole, 
who tbror.gh envy were raifing private batteries 
againft me," broke forth. Libels began to fprcad. 
Envious people wrote againfl me, without know- 
inc; me. They faid, " I was a forccrefs, that it 

" w.is 



* 



LADY G U I O N. 363 
" was by a magic power I attravted fouls, ilmt 
" every tiling in me was diabolical ; tliai if J did 
" fome charities, it was becaufe I coined, and 
" put off falfe m.oney," with many other grois 
acciilations, equally fall'e, groundlefs and abfurd. 

As tlie tempeft increafed every day, fome of 
my friends advifcd me to witlidraw. But before 
I mention ray leai'ing Grenoble, I muft fay 
(bmething farther of my ftate while here. 

Jesus Christ was communicated to ine in 
all hisflates. His apoftolic ftate was at that time 
fet mod before me. When I could neiilier write 
nor impart tlie ovetHowing of my foul any other 
way, 1 was all langniftiing. I experienced what 
our Lord faid to his difciples, " IVith dejire 1 
" /MVe ckjircd tfi eat thii pnjjover -mith you." Luke 
xxii. IS- It was die communion of himfelf by 
that fuppcr, and by his pafiion, when he faid, 
"It is finiftied." John xix. 30. J?id tewing 
lis head he gave up the gf'oji, returning his fpirit 
as well as his kingdom to his Father ; as if he had 
then faid, " My Father, my kingdom is that I 
" reign hy thee, and thou by me, over men ; 
" which can only bedoneby the (liedding abroad 
" of my fjiirit upon them : Let then my fpirit be 
" comiinimcated to them by my death." In 
this is the finifliing and confiimraaiion of all 
things. Often the pfcniiude of this fpirit took 
from me the liberty of writing. I had nothing 
for myfelf; all was for odiers ; and yet I want- 
fd nothing. I was like thofe nntfcs who are full 
of milk, '.l-.otigh tlicy are not them felvts ftd thereby. 

Before I began to writs in the book of Kings 
en what regards David, I felt fo dole an union 

with 
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ten me. Goo fo permitting it for tlie fartljer pa- 
s-ification of her fcul, throat^h this "/cakiiefs, and 
the p-iin it caufed \vi: Alio fome confelTors be- 
gan to be imeafy, faying, "It was none of mj" 
" biifir.ifs to invade their province, and to raed- 
" die in the h"ip of fouls ; and tliat there were 
" fomc of their penitents which had an entire o- 
" pennefs for me." It was eafy for me to ob- 
ferve the di.Terencc betwixt thofc confeflbrs who, 
iit their conducing of fouls, feeli nothing but 
God , and tiiofe whu feck themfclves therein ; for 
the firft came to fee me, and rejoiced greatly at 
the grace of God beftowed on their penitents, 
tvithout fisiug their attention on the inftrument : 
The others, On the contrary, tried underhand to 
ftir up the town againfi: me.' I faw that tliey 
would be in the right to oppofe me, if I had in- 
mided of myfelf i but I could do nothing but 
what the Lord made me do. At times there came 
forae to difpute and oppufe me. Two friars came 
one of them a man of profound learning and a 
great preacher. They came feparately, after hav- 
ing ftudied for a number of difficult things to pro- 
pofe to me. But though they were matters far out 
of iny reach, the Lord Hiade me anfwer as Jiiftly 
as if i had {Kidied diem all my life ;' after which I 
fpokelothem as he inl'pired me. They went a- 
\Yay not only convinced and fatisiicd, hi^teven 
affetted v/ith the love of God. 

I STILL continued WTiting with s prodigious 
fwiftnefs 5 for die hand could fcarce follow fall: e- 
nough the fpirit which diftated, and thjongh the 
Vr linle prof^refs of fo long a work I never altered 
my manner nor made ufe of any other book than 
the bible ;tielf. The tranfcribcr, whatever dili- 
gence he ufcd, could not copy in five days what 

' I V, role 
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I wrote in one night. Whatever is good in it 
comes from GoD only. Whatever is otherwife 
fi-ora myfelf; I mean from the mixture which I 
iiave made, without duly attending to it, of my 
own impurity with his pure and chafle doftrine. 
In the day I had fcarce time to eat, by reafon of 
tl;e vail nnmbersof people which came thronging 
to me. I wrote tlie canticles in a day and a half^ 
and received feveral vifits befides. 

Here I may add to what I have (aid about my 
writings, that a confiderable parr of tlie book of 
jifdgej happened by fome means to be lott. Be- 
mg defired to render that book compleat, I wrote 
over again the places iofi:. Altenvards when the 
people were about leaving the houfc, they w^re 
found, My forrr.er and latter explicationij on 
comparifon, were found to be perfeflly conforma- 
ble to each other, which greatly fnrprifed perfonii 
of knov.icdge and merit, who attcitcd the trytli 
of it. 

Th e Tv e came to fee me a counfellor of the 
parhamenta fcrvant of God, v.ho, finding; on my 
r;!b!e " a traft ai Prayer, v.Iiich I had wrote 
long before, defired me to lend it. Having read 
it and liked it much, he lent it to fomc friends^ 
Ui whom he thought it might be of lerviee. Every 
one wanted copies of it. He refolved therefore 
to have it printed. The iraprefllon was begun, 
arid proper approbations given to it. They re- 
qneiied me to write a preface, which I did, and 
tlins was that little book printed, which has fince 
made fo much iioiie, and been the pretence for 

^ This was Je Msycx ccurt^ of which an cmjrs nei\ 
^rnnflation is to be ffivcaat the qrd of the tilird pMt. 
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with that holy patriarch, that I conimiinicated 
with him, as if he had been prerent. I comprs- 
hendedthe grcaiiiefs of his grace, the condiift uf 
God ovtr him, and all the circumftances of the 
Itates through wliicii he had paifed ; that he was 
a lively figure of Jksiis Christ, and a diofen 
paflor for Ifrael. It feenied to mc that a'! !i':r 
Lord made, and v/oiild make me t''j ■'■ 
fouls, would be in union with David, ro> d::ir 
King, and with thofe for whom there was given 
rac at the fiirnc time an union like that wliicK I 
had with him, but llill moft of all with Jesus 
Christ, fprung from the feed of David. In 
this divine uiiinn my words had wonderful effefl, 
even the formation of Jesus Christ in the fotiLs 
of others. I was in no wife miflrefs of faying the 
things I did. He who condufted m~ made me 
fay what he pleafed, and as long as he pleafed. 
Tofome ! was not permitted to fpeaka vrord ; and 
to others there flowed tbrdi as it were a deluge of 
grace, and yet this puj^elove admitted not of any 
fuperfluity, or matter of empty amiiferaent. 
\Vhen qiieftions were aH^ed, to which an anfwei 
were ufelefs, it was not given me. It was the 
fame cafe in regard to fucii as our Lord was 
pleafed to conduft through death to themfelves, 
and who came to feelc for hiunan confolation. I 
had nothing for them but what was purely necef- 
faiy, and could pip~eediTO fardier. Itoiildat leall 
only I'peak of indifferent things, in fnch liberty as 
God allows, in order to fuit every one, and not 
be unfociable or difagreeablc to one's neighbour -, 
but for h.is own imrd, he himfclf is the difpenfer 
of it, Oiiif preachers were duly careful to fpeak 
only in that fpirit, v.iiat fruits would they bring 
forth in tlie lives of their bearers! With my true 
cV.,kircu I could comnroiiicate befc in lilcnce, lis 

the 
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i'piritual language of die divine word. I had the 
confolation fome time before to hear one read in 
St, All c u ST I N E a convcrfation he had widi his 
mother. He complains of the necellity of return- 
ing from tliat heavenly language to words, by- 
reafon of onr weaknefs. I fometimes faid, " Oil 
" my love, giv.':: me hearts large enough to re- 
" eeise and contain the fulnefs bellowed on me." 
I had wonderful intelligences opened to m?, of 
the communication at the fupper betwixt Jesus 
Christ and St. John, and continued betwixt St. 
fohn and the mother of our Lord ; how the holy 
child coramunicated himf-lf to the Eaftern fages, 
and to the ihepherds, conveying to them the know- 
ledge of his divinity.. 

Aft Eli this manner when the Holy Virgin ap- 
proach;d Elizaueth, a wonderful commerce 
was maintained betwixt Jiisus Christ and St. 
JoH N the BaptifV, who after this manifefted no ea- 
gernefs to come to fee Christ, but was drawn 
to retire into the dcfart, to receive the like com- 
munications with the greateft plenitude. When 
he came forth to preach repentance, he faid, not 
that he was the Wok D, but only a Voice which 
was fent to make way, or open a pallagc into the 
hearis of the people for Christ the Word. He 
baptifed only with water, for that was his funcli- 
on ; for as the water in running off leaves nothing, 
fo docs the Voi .c e when 'tis pail , But the Woh a 
baptifed with the HolyGhoft, becaule he imprint- 
ed himfelf on fouls, and communicated with thein 
liy that Holy Spirit. It is not obferved tliat 
Jesus Christ faid any thing d\iring the whole 
obfcurepart of his life, diough ir is true that not 
any of his words Ihall be loll. Oh Love, if all 
thou hail faid and operated in filence were to be writ- 
ten 
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ten, 1 tliink the inhoh iDnrld cmdd not conlaiit the 

booh thatjhmld be ■writitn. John xxi. 25. 

Ai.^ that I Experienced was fhewn me in tlis 
Holy ScrJptiira ; and I faw with admiration that 
there paiTcd nothing within my fonl which was 
notin Jksus Christ and in the Holy Scripture. 
I miift pafs over very many things in fiience, bc- 
catife tiiey cannot be cxprcffed ; and if they were 
expreffed could not be undcrftood or compre- 
hended. 

I OFTEN felt much for Father La Combe, who 
was not yet fixed in his ftatc of interior deadi, 
but often rofe and fell into alternatives. I was 
made fenhble diat he was a velTel of eleftion, 
whom God had c!iof;n to carry his ncm; among 
the Gentilts, and that he would fliev/ him how 
mtidi he mull: fuffcr for that name. Oh God ! 
who can ever be able to comprehend the pure 
and holy union which thou forniefl; betwixt thy 
children ? A carnal v/orld judges carnally of 
them, and imputes to a human attaclinicnt what 
is from the pnreft grace. If this union by any de- 
viation bs broken, the more pure and perfeft it 
is the more painfully will it be felt ; the fepara- 
tion of the fon! from God by fin being worfe than 
that from tlie body by death. For rayP;lf I may 
fav I Irad a continual dependance on God, in e- 
ve'ry ftate-, my foul was ever willing to obey eve- 
ry motion of his fpirit. 1 thought there could no: 
be any thing in the world which he fhould require 
from mi», tovvhich I would not give rayfelf up rea- 
dily and with pleafurc. I had no intereft at all 
for myfelf. When God refiuires any thing from 
this wreic'netl nothing, I find no rcfiftance left 
in mc to his will, how rigorous foever it may ap- 

riT.v: 
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pear. Oh my Love, if there is a heart in the 
world of which thou art the fole and abfohite maf- 
ter, mine fcems to be one of that fort. Thy will, 
however rigorous, is its life and its pleafure ; for 
it no more fubfifts but in thee alone— I have wan- 
dered i which is ufual with me, occafioned by 
interruptions, as well as by two grievovis indifpo- 
fitions, which I have had fince I began to write 
as alfo by refigning myfelf to the raatter which 
carries my mind forward. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

■ : ^O refiime the threadof my ftory, theEifliop 
S'L of (Tr«Mi./i''s Almoner perfitaded me to go 
foi fjme time to MurfeiUes, to let the ftorm pafs 
ovei ; telling me that I fhould be wdl received 
there, it being his native foil, and many people 
of merit llaere. I wrote to Father Ln Combe for his 
confent hereto. He readily gave it, I might 
have gone to Verccil; for the Billiop of /^'i';-«f7 
had \vrote me very obliging letters, earneftly pref- 
fing me to come ttiidier: But a human refpeft, 
and fear of afffjrding a handle to my enemies 
gave me an extreme averfion thereto. WTien I 
make ufc of the term enemies, I muft explain my- 
felf. It is not that I account any mortal to be in 
reality my enemy; viewing thofe, whom God 
makes ufe of, no otherwife tlian as inftruments of 
his juflice. 

Be s I D E the above, the Marchioncfs of Pninai 
who, fmce my departure from her, had been more 
enlightened by her own experience, having met 
with a part of the things which I thought would 
befall her, had conceived for me a very ftrono- 

friend- 
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friendniip and Intimiite «nion of fpirit, in fiicli u 
inanna- that no two fifters could be more united 
than we were. She was extrerady d^firous tliiit 
I would ictnvn to liev, as 1 had formeily promiN 
ed her. But I could not refolve upon this, for 
fear left it (hould be thought that I was gone af- 
ter Father La Cimhi. But, oh niy God, how 
was this relick oifelf-hve overturned by the fe- 
cret ways of thy adorable Providence ! 1 had yet 
that exterior ftipport of having it in ray power to 
fay, that I had never gone after him. There had 
been no room given to any hody to accufc me of 
any indireel; attachment to him ; for when it de- 
pended on myfetf not to continue with him, I did 
not do it. The Bifhop of GfMel'.? had not failed 
to v;rite againft me to GrsmbL\ as he had done 
to other places. His nephew had gone from houfe 
to houfe to cry me down. All this v/as indiffe- 
rent to me ; and I did not ceafe to do to his dio- 
cefe all the good in my power. I even wrote to 
him in a relpetlful manner ; but his heart was too 
much doled to yield to fuch things. 

Before I went off from Greiiobk, that goo;; 
"irl I have fpoken of came to m.e weeping, and 
told me, " I was going, and that ! hid it from 
" her, becaiife I wo\i!d have nobody knov/ ii ; 
" but that the devil would be before me iii ail 
" the places I fhould go to ; that I was going to 
" a town, wliere 1 fhould fcarce be arrived, but 
" he would ftir up that v;ho!e town againft vi:<:, 
" and would do me all the harm he pollibly 
" could." What had obliged me to conceal rcy 
departure, was myfear cf beingloadedwith vifits, 
and tcftimonies of frlendihip from a number of 
good perfons, who had a very great afleilioii 
for me. 

I r, M - 
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I EMBARKED then upoti theiSioKf, with my 
chambermaid anti a young woman of Gfembd 
whom the Lord had highly favoured through mv 
means. The E.fhop of Gnnobks Almoner alfo 
accompamed uk, with another very worthy Ec 
clefiaftic. We met with many alarmingaccldents 
and wonderful prefervations ; but thofe indent 
dangers, winch affrighted others, far from a!arm- 
mg me augmented my peace. The Bifhop of 
Gremties Almoner was muds aftonifhed He 
was in a defperate fright, when the boat ftruck a 
gamft the rock, and opened at the ftroke • and 
in his emotion looking attentively at me heob 
lerved that I did not change my countenance" 
or move my eyebrows, retaining all my tranquil:: 
hty I did not fo much as feel the firft emotions 
ot hirpnie, winch are natural to every body on 
tnofcoccaftons, as they depend not on ourfdves 
\Vhat caufed my peace in fuch dangers as terrify 
others at once, was my refignation to God and 
,*'f *"^^^ '^f th IS much more agreeable to me than 
life, if fuch were his will, to which I deCre to be 
ever patiently fubmiffive. 

As I was going off from Gremik, a mar, of 
quality, a greatfervantofGoD, and one ofmv 
intimate fnends, had given me a Setter for a 
kriightofMi/i,;, who was very devout, and whom 
I have efteemed fince I have known him as a 
man whom our Lord dellgned to ferre the order 
of M^lM greatly, and to be its ornament and 

t^^I ^^t' ^.°'>' ^'^'- I ^^-^ told him that I 
thought he tliould go thither, and that God would 
affurcdiymakeufe of him to diffufe a fpirit of 
piety mto manyof the knights. He is adudlv 
gone to Afa/^j, where the fed places %vere foon 
given him. This man of quality fcnt him the littk 
A* book 
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book of prayer written by me, and printed at Gn-- 
mhk. He had a chaplain very averse to the fpin- 
lual path. He took this book, and Mndemned ji 
at once, \venT tn ilir up a part of the town, and 
amongil the reft a fet of men who call tliemft;lves 
the feventy-tvtfo difctplcs of St, Cvkan *, \ 
arrived at Marft^ilks at tea o'clock in the marning, 
add that very afternoon uli was in s no^fe againft 
me. Some went to fpsak eg the Bifhop, tilling 
him that, on accoiint of that little book, it wa& ne- 
ceffary to b.inifh rae from diat city. They gave 
hlra the book, whicli be examined with one of liia 
prebends. He Uked it well. He Cent for Mori- 
fieurMALAVAL and 3. father RecollefV, who he 
knew had come to fee me a little after my arrival^ 
to erxiuiie of tliem from whence that great tiitfldt 
had its Tife, ■v^'hich indeed had nn other effei^ on 
me than to make me fmile, feeing fo fopn accom- 
plished wliat that yoking woman h^d foretold me, 
Moafieiir Malaval and tliat good Rdighns 
told the Biihop what they thought of me ; after 
which he teftifiedmuchuneafinefs at the infnit gi¥^ 
en me, I was obliged to go to fee him. He re- 
ceived me with extraordir>ary refpet^, and begged 
my exciife for -wh^t bad happened, defircd me to 
ftay at Aiar/filks, and affiired me that he would 
procctl mc. He eyeri allied where I lodged, iliat 
he might com^ to fee me. 

Next day the Ei(ho{j of Grfwbk^i Almoner 
Went to fee him, with that other ptieft who bad 
come with us. TheBiHiop o^ MarfeillesA^^^m tef-* 
tified to them his forrow for the infnlts given me 
without any caiile ; and told them, that it was u- 
fud with thoie perfons to infult all fuch as were not; 
gf their cabal, that they had even irtfulted himfelf; . 

They, 

' • CiilLn cl" ihe Jiinfcnijls in France. 
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"I'hey were not content with that. They wrote do 
tne the moft offenfive letters poifible, though at 
the fame time they did not know mc, 1 apprehend^ 
ed that our Lord was beginning in earnefl: ta -ake 
from me every place of abode ; and thofi^ words 
were renewed in my mind, " The foxes have 
" hoks, the birds of the air have nefts, but the 
'^ ftiin of man hath not where to lay hia iiead." 

In die fhort time of my ftay at Marfii/ks, I was 
inltrumental to fupporc fame g^'j^d fnuh, and a- 
mong^ Dthatsan Ecclefiaftic, v/Lo till then was 
tmtiw|uainted. with mc. After having finifhed his 
tliankfgiving in the cliurch, fetjing mc go out he 
foh.jwed me into the hoilie iu. v/hichl lodged j 
Then be told rae, " the Lordhad infpued him to 
** addrcfs me, and to open his inward flate to 
" iT^e." He did it with as much fimpjicity as hu- 
mility, and the Lord gave him through me all that 
was necefTary for him, from whence he was filled 
withjoyj and thankfui acknowledgments to Goo ; 
For rhougli there were many fpirirual ptrfuns there 
and even of his intimate friends, he never hadbecn 
moved to open himlelfto any of them. He was a 
fervanr of God, favoured by him with a lingular 
gift of prayer. During the ei^ht days I was at 
MiirfiiUt.?^ I faw many good fouls there ■ for, 
through all my pelfecutions, out Lord always 
itruck fome good lirokc of his own right hand j and 
that ^ood Ecckfiaftic w^s delivered From an ansc- 
icty of mind, which had much afflicted him for 
ftime years pall:. 

After I bad left GreKo/i^^ thafe who hated 

me, wirlicMt knowing me, fpread libels againlt 

rtie. A woman for wliom I had a great Jjove, and 

wiiom 1 bad even extricated from 213 engagement 

Aa i which 
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which fhelud continued in for fevcral yEsrs, and 
contritnted to her difcarding the perfon lo whoni 
file had beert attached, fuflR-ring her mind To rc- 
fum£ its fpndnefs for that pernicloiisengigJ^iTient, 
became fo violently enraged againft me for hav- 
ing broke it oft" -, though I had freely been at 
fomc expence to procure her freedom from it^ 
that fhe went to rhe Bi(hop of Grm^bk^ to tclt 
him that I had counfcllcd her to do an ad of in- 
inftice. She then went from confeflbr to confeHTor 
"repeating the fame ftory^ rn animate iliem againU 
me. As they were too fiifceptiblc of the preju- 
dices infiifed, the fire was foon kindled in all 
quarters. Th^re were none but thofe who knew 
me* and who Inved God that took my part. They 
became more clofely united to me in fympathy 
throogh my perfccution. It had been very cafy 
for me to deftroy the ciiliimny, as welJ with the 
Bifhopof Grcwo^/f as in town. I had only tn tell 
who the perfon was^ and to (hew the fruits of her 
dtfordcr : but as 1 could not declare the guilty 
perfon, witlioilt making known at the fame time 
the other who had been her accomplice, who now^ 
being touched of God, was very penitent. I 
Thought it beft for me to Riffer ajid be filent. 
There was a very pious nian who knew till her 
hifiory, from the beginning to the end of it, who 
wrote' to her, that if flie did not retradt her lies, 
he would' piiblilh the account of her wicked life, 
to make known both her grofs iniquity ftnd my 
inngcence; Sine continued fame time in her ma- 
Ece, writing that ! was a forcerefs, with manyo- 
ther faifhoods. Neverthclefs, fome time after flit- 
had fuch a cruel remorfe of coEifcience on tins 
»ccpunt, that ilie wrote both to the Bifhop and o- 
Tbcirs to terrL^ct wh:it fiie had faid. She got one 
to write to me, to inform me ^hat fhe was in dc- 
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Tpiir tttr what fhe had done j tlia£ God Iiad pu- 
rjiflied her in fuch a manrner, that iTie had never 
!l)t any thing like it. After thefe recantations the 
outcry abated, the Eifliop was djfabufed, and 
fince that time he has leftified a great regard for 
nic. This creature had, among other things, fkid 
thai I m:ide myfelf be worlhipped ; and other un- 
pataleiled fooleries. As fhe had formerly been 
bcfide herfelf, 1 think in what (he did to me there 
was more of weaknefs than of inalice. 

FfiDM Mitr/tUies I knew not how or whither [ 
ihoiild turn ntxt. I faw no likelihood eidier of 
ibiying or returning to Grensbk^ where I had left 
my daughter in a convent. On the other fide F. 
L-i Comhf had wrote lo me that he did not think 
J ouglit to go to Paris. I even felt a iVrong reluc- 
tance to the view of going thither, which made me 
think it was not yet the time for it. One morning 
I felt myfelf inwardly prelTed lo go off. I took a 
litter to go to fee the Marcliionefs of Prnmi\ 
which was, I thought, tlie mjft honourable refuge 
for me in my prefcnt condition. I imagined I 
might have pa(red through Niec to hef habitation 
as fome had allured me! migh r. But when I arrived 
at I^ue, I was greatly furprifed to learn that the lit- 
ter could not pais the mauntain to go thither^ I 
knew not what to do, nor whicli way to tum^ be- 
ing here alone, forfaken of every body, and not 
knowing what God required of mc. My confiifi- 
on and crolTes fc^-med daily to increafe. I faw 
ni^Jflf, without refuge or retreat, wandering as a 
vjLgiibond. All the tradefmcn, whom I faw in 
fhcir thopSj appeared to me happy, in liaving a 
dwelling place ofihtlrowfi to retireto. Nothing 
in :!ie world feemed harder than this wandering 
1 if^t: to me^ who naturally loved honour[and decorum, 
A a ^ As 
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\s I WIS m this unKdainty, not knowing vfrit 
'cQutfe to tak=, on= came to tdl me that next da, 
a Mop would fet off, v,h,ch ttfed to go m one d»y 
„, Gi«Z; antl that if I Choft tl, the^ would land 
me at &i;«.t, froiti whence I might get myfelt 
ciiried to theMarchioTicfs of Pmmsi shoule To 
that [confcTltcd, as I could not be fupphtd wim 
cny other way of getting thither. 

1 M A li fornejoy at erobarkingoh the fcs, I taid 
in m^&V " If I am the dregs of the catth, ihs 
" from and off-rcoiitingofnaiuie, I am nowgo- 
" ine to embark en the element ^.hich jbove all 
"others is the mod treacherous; it .tbeiheLords 
"pleafureto pHmge me in the waves, it IliaUbe 
" niineto periOi in them." There came a tcmpert in 
inlaccprettydangeroiBforifmallbr.ali and the. 
mariners we feme of thewickedett. The irritation 
of the waves gave a fatisfaaion tc. my mind I 
nkafed myfelfin thinking that thofemulinnu'; bil- 
lows might probably fnpply me wirh a grave 
Perhaps Icarricd the point too far m tlie pleifurel ^ 
took at fefing mvfelf beaten and bandied by the- 
fwelling waters. Thofe who were with me took- 
notice of my intrepidity, but knew not ihe caulfrj 
of it I alk'ed of thee, my Love, fome little hole I 
of a tock to be placed in, there to live feparat^rl 
from all creatures. I figured to myfelf, that"! 
lome uninhabited ifland would have termmatedl 
ail my difgrJ-ccs, and put me in a condition o*i| 
infallibly doing thy will. But oh my divme-l 
Love thou defigned me a prifon far different from 
that of the tock, and ciuite another baniihmmf • 
ihin that of the uninhabited itlind. Thou re- 
f-rved me to he battered by billows, mote irri- 
tated than thofe of the fea, Cahmnies Ff =d , 
the outrageous unrelenting waves, to which 1 wW 



t 
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to bceKpofcd^ in order to beiafhed and toffed hy 
ihem ■wiihout tnercy. Eyihe tempdt f*.ve!lijig,a- 
gBiTifl: us we were kept back, and inftead of a 
ihort ida>''5 paiiage loGeuoa, we were elerefi d^ya 
]n making it. How peaceable ^is my heart in 
{o violtnt an agitation ! The Atelling of the fea, 
snd the fury of its waves were as I thought, only 
a figure of that fwelling fmy wiiich all the crea- 
uires had agiinfl me. 1 faSd to thee, oh ray 
Love, '* Arm them all to avenge thyfelf on me 
" for my infidebries, p.nd for ihole of aD the 
" creatures." I faw thy righf h^nd aimed againft 
me i and I loved iriare than ray life die ftrok.es 
it gave rue. We could not Innd at Savomt. Wc 
Were obliged to go on to Genoa. We arrived 
there in the beginning of ciie week before Eafter. 

While I was diere I w-as obliged to bear tlie 
iRfulis of ihc inhabiEfintSj cajifed by the refent- 
mcnt they had againft: the French, for the havock 
of a late bombardment. The Doge was newly 
■ gone out of the city, and had carried off v,-\th 
him ail the litters. Wherefore I could not get 
One, and was obliged to Hay feveml days at ex- 
eeifive experjces , for the people there demanded 
of us esoibitanc funis, and as much for every 
fingle perfort as tliey would have aJkiid for a com- 
pany at the beil eating houfe in Paris. I had 
Iktk money left, but my ftore in P^rovidence could 
not be exhaufted. I begged with the greateft 
earneftners for a litter at any price, to pafs the 
feaft of Eafter at the Marchionefs of Pritntri's 
houfi^. It xvas then within three days of Eafter - 
and I could fcarce any way get myfeSf to be un- 
derllood. By the force of intreat}', they brought 
me at length a forry litter with lame muks^ 
and told nic that tiiey would take me readily 
A n 4 fo 
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loFcrml^ which was only two days journey but 
demanded an fJAormous fum for it ; tlicy would 
not engage to take me to the Marchionefs of /V«- 
itai's. houfe^ as they knew not where her eilate 
lay. Thia was to me a ftrong morrification ; iot 
! was very unwJIVnff to go to Verml ; nevcrthe- 
lefsthe proximity of Barter, and want of motley^ 
in a country where they ufed every kind of extonion 
and tyranny, left m^no choice. 1 was under an 
abfoUue neceJity offubinittingtotjc thus copvey- 
fd Eo Fermi. 



Thus Providence kd me ubiifoer I woirhi Kf>i. 
Our muleteer was one of the moft brma! men 
to be met with - nnd for an increafe of my 
afBitflion, [ had fertt away to P'^erced ibf ccclefi- 
aftic who accampaniM lis, tn prevent their fur-r 
prize at feeing mc there, after I had protefted a- 
gfiinil going thithei Tliat ecclefiaftic was very 
coarfely tre:ited on the road, through the hatred 
they bore to the French ^ and they made him gft 
part of the wiy on foot^ fothat, though he fi::t oft 
the day befoie me, he arrived tlicre only a few 
hours fooncr t!ian I did. And as for the fellow 
whocondKifledus, feelnghe had only women un- 
der his care, he ufed us in the moft: mfolent and 
bearifiimaniifr. 

We paifed through ^s. wood infefled with rob- 
bers. The muleteer was afraid, and told us. 
" that, if we met any of them on the road, v.c. 
** fliQtild be tpurdered i for they fpared nobody " 
Scarce had he uttered ihefe words, when there 
appeared four raen well armed, They immedi- 
ately flopped the litter. The man was exceeding- 
ly flighted. I made alightbowof the head, with 
a fmile , for I had no fear, and was fo eiitirely 
tef'nncfi 
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refigned to providence, that it was all one to dio 
this way or any ather ; in the fea^ or by the handp 
cfrobbers. EutohmyGos, how wonderful at 
this, as 2t many other ttmes, was thy protection 
over me ! How many perils hive I palfed through 
npon mountains, and on the very edges of tre- 
mendouslleep rocks ! How often haft thou checked 
the foot of the mule already flipping over thepreci- 
pice ! How often have I been like to be thrown 
headlong from ihofe fnghtfiil heights, into hide- 
ous torrents which, ihottgh rolling in chafnis far 
below oiu" fhiinking fight^ forced us to hear them 
by their horrible noife. When die dangers were 
moll manifeil, then was my faith the ftrongeff, 
is well rts my Intrepidity, being unable to wiiTti 
for any thing ellethan what Ihoiildfall out, whe- 
ther to be dafhed againft the rocks, drowned^ or 
killed any other way ^ every thing in the will of 
God being equal to mc. The people who ufcd 
to convey or attend me faid^ ** they had never 
" feen a courage like mine ;" for the moft alarm- 
ing dangers, and the time when death appeared 
the moil certain, were thofe which feemed to 
pleafe me the moil. Was it not thy pleafure, oh 
my GoDj which guarded me in every iminent 
danger^ and held me back from roUng down the 
precipice, on the inftant of Hiding over its dizzy 
brow? The moreeafy 1 was about life, which I 
bore only becaufethou waft pleafed to bear it, the 
more care thou tookeft: to prefer\'e it. There 
Teemed a mutual emulation betwixt us, on my 
p:crt torellgn it, and on thine to maintain it. The 
rnbh-rs then advanced to the litter ; but i had 
Tio fooner fainted them> than God made them 
change their defign. Having pufhed off one 
another, as k were to hinder each of them from 
d.oing any Iiarm ; they tefpeftftiUv faluted me, 

and 
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and, wiih an air of compairion, iinufual to fuel i 
foils of perfajiSj ti^-nred. I was imined lately 
{truck, to the hcfirt, nh my Ij^ve, with a full m](i. 
clear conviftioii that it was a llvoke of tliy light 
hand, who had other liefigfis over me than, to fuf,^ 
fetjiie to die by the hand of robbers. It is thy 
fovereign pow-cr wh'tch takes away their all from 
thy dtiv-oted lovers ; and ddlroys their lives 
with a)lihatia of/i-// wirhoiit pity or fparing any 
thing. 

The muletfefj feeing me attended only with 
two young women, tiiougbt be might trcjitmeas 
he Would perhaps expetling to draw money 
from me. Inftead ot' taking me to die inn, he 
brought me to a mill, in wiiich there was not one 
woman. There was but one iingle chamber with 
feveral beds in it, in which the millers and mule- 
teers lay tcgeiher. Iti diat chamber tiiey frtrced 
me to ftay, I told the muleteer I was not a ptrr- 
fon to lie in fuch a place as he had biouglu me 
to i and wanted tooblige him to take me to the 
inn; but nothing of it would he do. I was con- 
llrained to go out on foot, at ten o'clock at night, 
carrying a part of my clothes, and to go a good 
way more than a quarter of a league of that coim- 
try, where the leagues are very long, in the dark, 
in a ftrange place, not knowing the way, croilin;; 
oneend of the wood itifefted with robhers, to en- 
deavour to get to the inn, TImt fellow, feeing 
us go off from the place wiict? he had wanted to 
make me lodge, with a bad defign hooted after us 
in a very abtiiive manner. 1 bore my hnmiliati- 
on. cheaifully, not without feeling it. But ihe 
will of God and my refignation to it rendered e- 
veiy thing eafy tn m& We were well received at 
the inn ; And the good people there did the beft 
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,;i their power for oiirrecovery from thefatigue we 
had undergone. The}'' aflured us the place we 
jiad left wa.5 very dangerous. Next morning we 
vvere obliged to return on foot to the litter, for 
that man would not bring it to ns, Oii the contra- ' 
ry befell on us with a fhower of frelh infults. And 
to confiuiimatc his bafe behaviour, he fold me to 
die pufl, whereby I was forced to go the reft of 
the way in a poft-chaife inftead of a litter, 

T« this equipage larriv-ed at AInxmdrk a fron- 
tier town, fubjeft to Spmtt on the fide of the 
MiU^tisfc. Our driver took lis, accordingtotheir 
Ctidom, to the poft-houfe, I was exceedingly 
aftyniiliLid when I faw the landlady coming out 
not to receive him, but to oppofe his entrance. 
She bad heard theie were women in the ehaift, 
and taking us for a different fort of women from 
what we were, fhc protelled againft our coming 
in> On the other handj the driver was determin- 
ed to force his entrance in fpite of her. Their 
dlfpiue rofe to fuch a height, that a great number 
of the cfftcers of the garrifon, with a vaft mob, 
gathered at the notfe, who were iurprifed at the odd 
humour of the woman in refufnig to lodg^ys,. 
With whatei'er earneftncfs 1 in^rcaLed the poft K> 
t:ikeu3 to fome other honPj, he\rouldnot; foob- 
ftinatcly was he bent on carrying his point. Hcf 
alTured the landlady v/e v/eie perfons of honpitr 
and piety too ; the m.iiks whereof he had fee^i, 
Atlafi:, by force of prerting inftancesj he obliged 
her to come to fee us, As foon as fbe had looked 
it n?, file a£ted as the robbers had done i She 
ii'lenred at once, and admitted tts. 



No looner had 1 alighted from the chaife, than 

/he (xxd to vi% " Go Ihut yonrfelves up in that 

*' chamhiff 
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" chamber harrl by, and do not ftir, that my fon 
" may not know you . re here ; for as foon as he 
" knows it he will itil! you." She faid it with fo 
much force, as did alfo tlie fcrvant maid, that 
if deathhad not fo many charms for me, I Ihould 
have Seen ready to die witli fear. The two poor 
girls with roe were under frightful apprehenfioiis, 
Wlien any ftitred, or came to open the door, they 
thought they were coming to cut their throats. 
In ifiort they comiiuied in a dreadful fufpence 
between life and death, till next day, when we 
learned that that young man had Iworn to kill any 
woman who lodged at the lioufe ; becaufe a few 
days before an event, had fallen out, which had 
lilce to have ruined him ; a woman of a bad life 
having there privately murdered a man in fome 
efteera. That had coft the houfe a heavy fine ; 
And he was afraid of any mora fuch perfons com- 
ing, and not without rcafon. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

AFTER fudi forts of adventures, and others 
which it vTOuld be too long to recite, I ar- 
rived at FcrceiT I went to the inn where I was 
very ill received. I fent for Father La Ombf, 
who I thought had been already apprifcd of my 
coming thither, by the Ecclefiaftic whom I had 
lent before, and who would be of fo much fervice 
to me. This Ecclefiaftic was only a little while 
arrived. How much better on the road (hould 
I have fared, if I had had him with me ! For in 
that country they look upon ladies, accompanied 
with Ecclefiafticks, with veneration, as perfons of 
honour and piety. Father Ln Combe came in a 
ftrange fret at my arrival, God fo permitting it : 

He 
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He could not hide it from me. L'l: faidthat every 
one would think I was come after him, and thar 
would injure his reputation, which. I found in that 
country was very high. I had had nolefspalnto 
go thither. It was neceffity only which had obhg- 
ed me to fubmit to fuch adifagreeable talk. The 
Father received me with coolnefs, and in fuch a 
manner as let me fufficicntly fee his fentiments, 
and indeed redoubled my pain. I ated him if he 
required me to return, adding, " that, if he did, 
" I would go off that moment, however oppreff- 
" ed and fpent, both with fatigues and fadings." 
He replied, " he did not know liow the Bifhop of 
" Vtrceil would take my ariival, after he had gi- 
" yen over alt his expeflations of it, after I had 
" fo long, and fo obftinately, refufed the obli'g- 
" ing offers he had made me ; fince which he no 
" longer expreffed any defire of feeing me." 

It feemed to me then as if [ were rejeiled from 
the face of the earth, without being able to find 
any refuge in it, and as if ail creatiu'es vi'ere com- 
bined to crufh me. I pafied that night without 
fleep, not knowing wliat courfe I (hould be oblig- 
fd to take, being perfccuted of my enemies, and 
afubjeftof difgrace to my frientts. 

When Itwaskneiwnat the inn, that Iwasone 
of Father Ln Comif's acquaintance, they treated 
me with the greatefl refpeft and kindnefs ; for 
they efteemed him as a faint. The Father knew 
not how to tell the Bilhop of my arrival, and I 
felt his pain more than my own. As foon as that 
Prelateknew that I was arrived, he fent his niece 
who took me in her coach, and carried me to her 
houfe ; but things were only done out of ceremo- 
ny i aird the Eiihop, not having feen me yet, 

know 
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knew not w'lat to think of a journey fo very unex- 
pected, after I liad tlirice refuftd, though he fent 
expreffes on pmpofe to defire me to come to hiin. 
He was otit of humour witji me. Ncverthclefs, as 
he was informed tliat my defign was not to 
ftay at Virriil, biit to go to the Marchionefs of 
Pn(it<^i*s houfe, he gave orders for me to be well 
treated. He could not fee me till Easter 
iSu N D A Y was over, for heofficiated all the eve and 
all that day. After it was all over, he came in a 
chaifeto his niece*s honfe to lee me j atid though 
he undcrftood Fveiub hardly any better than I did 
Ildim:, he was very well fatisfied ^yith tlie con- 
verfaiion he had with me. He appeared to have 
ns much favour for me as lie had had of indiffer- 
ence before. The fecond vifit gained him en.i 
tircly. 

Me conceived as flrong a ftiendfhip for me as 
if I had been his filler : And his onl] pleafure, s.- 
midft his continual occnpations, \^'a5 to come and 
pafs half an hour with ineinrpeaking of Goo. He 
•wrote to tlie Eiihnp of Marfetlks to thank huB 
for liaving proteifed me in the perfecution there. 
He wrote to the Bintop of Gveiiohk ; and he O" 
mitted nothing to manifsft liis afFeftionate re- 
gard for me. He now feemed to think alone of 
finding out me3..ns to detain me in his dioceie. 
He would not hear of my going ro fee the Mar- 
chionefs of Pnmtif. On the contrary he wtote to 
her to come and fettle with me in his diocefe. 
He fent Father La Canbe to her, on purpofe to ex- 
hort her to come \ aiTuring her that he would ii- 
uite us all to make a congregation. The iWarchi-- 
onefs entered into it readily, and fo did her daugh- 
ter too. They would have come with Father Ld 
Cord'e, but tliat tlie Marchionefs v,-as ficfe. The 

Bifliop 
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Bifhop was active and earnsfl: in coUefting ami ef- 
tablifhing a fociety of us, and found feveral pious 
p-.-rfons and fome very devout young ladies, who 
were all ready to come to join us: But it was not 
the will of God to Bx me tiius, but to crucify mc 
yet more. 

Th e fatigue of travelling made me fall fici;. 
Thai girl alfo whom I brought from Gmtohle fell 
fick. Her relations, who were a covetous fet of 
people, took it in their heads tliat, if (ht fhould 
die in my feiVice, I fhould get her to make a will 
in my favour, They were much miftaken : For 
far fmm defiring the property of others, I had gi.- 
ve.-i up my own. Her brother, full of this appre- 
henfion , came widi all fpeed ; and the firft thing 
he fpoke to lv=r about, though he found her leco^ 
vered . v/as to make a xvill. That made a gteat 
noife in Vsrcsil ; for he wanted her to return witli 
him, but ihe refufed. I advifcd her to do what 
her brother defired lier. He contrafted a fiiend- 
Ihip with fome of the officers of the garrifon, to 
uliom he told ridiculous ftoiies, as that I wanted 
to ui'e his filler badly : He pretended file was 3 
perfon of quality, while fhe was only of a low 
birth. They gave out what i was ftili afraid of, 
vi7, 1'bat 1 was crjjne after Father La Cambe. 
They perfecuted him even on ray account. The 
Eilliop was much troubled at it, but could not re- 
medy it. The friendlliip he had for me increaf- 
ed everyday; decauie, as beloved Goo, fohe 
did all thofe whom lie thought defired to love him. 
As lie iiiw me fo much indifpofed, he came to 
fee me v^ith affiduity and charity, when at leifure 
from his occupations. He made me little prefents 
of fruits and other things of that nature. His re- 
lations were jealous of it, faying, " I was come 

" to 
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** to ruin him, and to carry off his money Inro 
" France :" Wliich was a thing the farthcft from 
my thoughts. Tlie Bifhop patiently bore tliefe 
affronts, hoping fliU to keep me in his diocefe, 
when I fhoiild berecoi'cred. 

Fathee La Cmnhi wis his prebend and his 
confeffor. He efteemed him highly. God made 
life of him to convert feveral of the ollicers and 
foldicrs, who, from being men of fcandaloiislives, 
became patterns of piety. In that place every 
thing was mixt with croiTes and fouls gained to 
God . There ^^■ere fome of his Friars who, after 
his exaniple, were advancing toward perfeilion. 
Though I neither underftood their language nor 
they mine, the Lord made us undcrlland each o^ 
ther in what concerned liis fervice. The Reiftor 
of the Jefuits took his time, when Father La 
Combs ^ was gone out of town, to prove me, as he 
faid. He had iludied theological matters, which 
I did not underftand. He propounded to me fe- 
veral queiiions. The Lord infpired me to anfwer 
him in fuch a manner, that he went away both 
ftitprifed and fatisficd. He could not forbear 
fpcaking of it. 

The Uernahkes fs^ FdHs , or rather Father Bt 
La Miiihs took it in head to try to draw Father 
La Comhe from thence to go preach at Paris. He 
wrote to the father-general about it, faying, 
" They had no fubjeft at Paris to fupport their 
" houfe, that their cluuth was deferred ; that it 
" was a pity to leave fiich a man as Father Ld 
" Ccmihe in a place where he only corrupted his 
" language ; that it was neccffary to make his fine 
" talents appear at Paris, where he himfelf could 
" not bear the btitthen of the hotifc, if they did 
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" not give him an affiftant of fuch qualifications 
" and experience." Who would not have thought 
all this to be fincere i The Eilhop of Fcrm/, who 
was very mucha friend to the father-general, hav- 
ing advice hereof, oppofed it, and anfwered him 
^" that It would be doing him the greateft injury 
^ to take from him a man who was esceedinp 

ufefu! to him, and at the time that he had the 

greateft need of him," 

The father-general of the Bertrnkiiej would not 
agree to the requeft of Father /3f La Moth, for fear 
ol offending the Eifhop of Vercdl, in removins 
from him a man who was fo necetTary to him in 
tlie prefent pofture of affairs. As to me, my in- 
difpofition increafed. Tlie air, which there is 
extremely bad, caufed me a continual cough 
with frequent returns of a fever, accompanied 
with defluxious on the lungs, which obliged me to 
have much blood taken from me. I grew fo 
much worfe that it was thought I could not get o- 
ver it. The Eifhop was muchafflicT:ed to fee it 
but, having confulted the phyficians, they affurcd 
him that the air of the place was mortal to me 
whereupon he iliid to .roe with many tears " I 
" had rather have you live, rho' dillant from me 
" tlian fee you die here," He gave up his defi^,^ ■ 
of cftabliniing his congregation, for my friend 
would not fettle there without me; and the Gemefs 
lady could not eafily ieaie her own city, where flie 
was refpeiled. Tlie Genaifs befought her to fet up 
there what the Bifhop •^il'erailhxi ^vanted her to fe t 
u p nearhim. It was a congregation almoft like that 
of Madam de Miramion. Wlien the Bifliop had 
firft propofed diis affair, however agreeblc it ap- 
peared, I had a prefentiment that it would not fuc- 
ceed, and that k was not what our Lord required 
B b of 
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of me though I fubmiffivdy yielded to die good 
ptopofal, were it only to atknowkdgs the many 
fpecial favours of this prelate, being allured that 
the Lord would know well liow to prevent vAat 
he mould now require of roe. As this good Pre- 
late faw he muft refign himfelf to let rae go, he 
faid to rac, " You were willing to be in the di- 
" ocefe of Geiiiva, and there they perfecuted and 
" rejededyoui and I, who would fo gladly have 
" yiu cannot keep you." He wrote to Father 
Z-rt Motl'i " that I Ihoiild go in the fpiing, as foon 
" as the feafon would permit ; that he was ex- 
" ceeding forry to be obliged to let me go i that 
" he had looked upon me in hiis diocefe as an 
" Angel," with other things, enough to have 
thrown ms into confvifion, if I cquid have attri- 
buted any thing to myfelf Yet he ftlU iioped to 
have kept Father La Combe, which probably 
might have been, had not the death of the father- 
general given it another turn, as I fhall relate. 

Here it was that I wrote upon the Apicalypfe, 
and that there was given me a greater certainty of 
all the perfecntions of the moll faithful fervants 
of God, according to what I wrote thereof, inrel- 
pea to' fntiire times. Here alfo ! was ftrongly 

moved to v,'rite to Madam Dt Ch. I did 

it with great fimplicity ; and what I wrote was 
like the firft foundation of what the Lord required 
of her, having been pleafed to make ufe of me 
to help to bring her into his ways, being one to 
whom I am mticli ntiited, and by her to others. 
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CHAP. XXV. 
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TH E Bifliop^ of P'srceil's. friend, the father- 
general of the Bernnkites, departed this 
life. As foon as be was dead. Father La Moths 
wrote to the vicar general, who nov/ held his 
place till another fhoiild bcelefted, renewing his 
reqneft to have Father La Combe as an aiTiftant. 
The father, hearing that I was obliged on account 
of my indifpofitiou to return into Fra^ic^, fcnt an 
order to Father La Cmiibe to return to Paris, and 
to accompany me in my journey thither, as his 
doing tliat would exempt their houfe at Paris, al- 
ready poor, from the expences of fo long a j our- 
ney. On the receipt hereof Father Ls Combe, 
who did not penetrate the poifon under this fair 
outfide, confented thereto ; knowing it was my 
cuftom to have fome Ecclefiaftic with me in tra- 
velling. Father La Combe went off twelve days 
before me, in order to tranfafl fome bufinefs, 
and to wait for me at the paflage over the moun- 
tains, as the place where I had moll need of an 
efcort. i fet off' in Lent, the weather then being 
very fine. It was a forrowful parting to tlic Pre- 
late. I pi tied him; he was fo much affefled both 
ar lofing Father is Csmbe and roe. He caufed 
mc to be attended, at his own expence, as far as 
tiirm, giving me a gentleman and one of liis Ec- 
defiaftics to accompany me. 

As foon as the refolution v.-as taken that Father 
La Combs ihould accompany me, Father La Moth 
reported every where " that he had been obliged 
''' to do it, to make him return into France,^' He 
expatiated on the attachment I had for Father 
La Combe, pretending to pity me for it. Upon 
this everv or^e faid, " that I ought to pat rayfelf 
E b 2 under 
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" under the direaion of Father La Molhe." In 
the mean time he deceitfully paHiated the malig- 
nky nf his heart, writing letters fid! of eftccra tn 
Father La Comhi, and fome to mc of tcndemefs, 
" dcfiring him to taring his dear Tifter, and to ferve 
" her in her infirmities, and in the hardfliips of 
" Co long ajmitney ; that: he fhould be fcnfibly 
" ohligcd to him for his care," with many other 
things of the like nature. 

I con i,D not refcilve to depart without going to 
fee my good friend, the Marchlonefs of Pymiai, 
notwithftanding the difficulty of the roads. I 
caufcd myfelf to be carried thither, it being fcarce 
pofiible to go otherwile on account of the moun- 
tains. She was extremelyjoyfiilUt feeiugme arrive. 
Noticing could be more cordial than what paiTed 
between us with abundance of mutual opennefs. 
It was then that (he acknowledged that all I had 
told lier had come to pafs ; and a good Eccleiiaftic, 
who lives with her, told me the fame. We made 
ointments and plalfters together, and i gave Iter 
tlie fecret of my remedies. I encouraged her, 
and fo (lid Father La Combe, to eftabiifh an hofpi- 
tal in that place ; v/hich was done while we were 
there. I contributed my mite to it, which lias e- 
i-er been bleft to all the hofpitals, wliich have been 
eftablifhed in rchancc on providence, 

I BELIEVE I had forgot to tell that the Lord 
had made ufe of me toeftabliih one at-aiGrembk, 
which fiibfifls without jiny other fund than the fnp- 
plies of Providence. My enemies made ufe of 
th.1t afterward to ilandcr me, faying, " I had 
" wafted my children's fnhftance in etlablilhing 
" hofpitals ;" though, far from fpending any of 
ihdr fv.bftance, I had even given tliem my own; 

and 
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and tliough tliofe hofpitals have been ellablifhed 
onlv on the fund of divine providence, which is 
ineiliaufliblc. But fo it has been ordered for my 
good, that ah our Lord has made me do to his 
glory lias ever been turned into croffes to me. I 
have forgot to particularize a great number both 
of croffes and indifpofitions ; they have been fo 
many as to render the fupprelling of io^'i of tliem 
in a manner inevitable. 

As foonasitwas determined that I lliould come 
nw.a Francs y the Lord made known to me, that it 
was to have greater crolTcs than T ever yet had. 
Father La Coinb:h^i thchkefenle. He encourag- 
ed me to refign myfelf to the divine v.'ill, and to 
become a victim offered freely to new facrifices. 
He alfo wrote tome, " Will it not be a thing very 
*^ glorious to God, if he flionld make us ferve, 
" in that great city, for a fpeftacle to angels and 
" to men r" I fctoffthen witha fpirit of I'acriEce, 
to offer myfelf up to new kinds of pnnifhmenls. 
All along the road ibmething within me repeated 
the very words of St, Paul, '■ Ego bound in 
" the fpirit unto Jeriifakm, not knowing the 
" things that Ihall befal me there, fave that the 
*^ Holy Ghoft witnelTeth, faying, that bond,i and 
'' affliiftions abide nie ; But none of thefe things 
" move mc ; neidicr count i my life dear unto 
" myfelf, fo that f might finilli my conrfe withjoy." 
Acls XX. 22, S3, '^4-. I could not forbear to 
tellify it to my mofl intimate friends, who tried 
hard to prevail on me to Hop 4 and not to proceed 
any furiUer. They were all willing 10 contribute 
a (hare of v.iiat they had, for my lettlement there^ 
and to prevent my coming to Piiris. But I found 
it my duty to hold on iny way, and to facrlfice 
myfelf for him who firfl facrificed himfelf for nie. 
E b 3 At 
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At Chamieriy we faw Father La Aiotk, who 
was going to the ekaion of a Father General, 
Though he affefted an appearance of friendlTiip, 
it was not diflicult to difcover that liis thoughts 
were different from his words, and that he had 
cniiceived dark defigns againft us. 1 fpeak not of 
his intentions, but to obey the command given me 
to omit nothing. I ti'l neceffarily be obhged of- 
ten to fpeak of him. I could wiili with all my 
heart it were in my power to fupprefs what I have 
to fay of him. If what he has done refpefted only 
myfeif, I wottld willingly bury all ; but I think 1 
owe it to truth, and to the innocence of Father 
/,,-r Cinibe, fo cruelly oppreficd, and grievoufly 
cruflied fo long, by wicked calumnies, by an im- 
prifonment of fcveral years, which in all probabi- 
lity will laft as long as life. Though Father La 
Molhemii'j appear heavily charged in wliat I fay 
nf him, I pioteft folemnly, and in the prefence of 
God, that I pals over in filence many of his bad 
aftions. 

I SAW then his dcfign very clearly. Father 
Lii Comh ohlervcd it well alfo. Some of ray 
friends apprized us that Father Ln Mttbs had evil , 
fchemes againft us ; bur they little thought them 
to be fo defptratelv atrocious as they turned out. 
They thought that he would dilchargc Father 
Z,« Cumht after lie had made him preach, and 
.would for that bring fpme troubles on him. As 
it had formerly been laid to him, that ine fimld 
he united t07:ctkcr, fo now at Chamierry it was in- 
wardly dee'Uued to him, lb,-it ine Jhmild befepara- 
I,;!. Father L,i Mmbe was at the chapter every 
day, repeating his defires to Father La Cmh not 
to leave me, but to accompany me all the way 
to Pari- Father Ln Comk aflced him leave to 

let 



I 



LADY G U I O N. 391 
let me go alone to Gremhk^ as he was defirous to 
go to fee bis flock, at I'moK. He made a difficulty 
of granting him diat ; fomuch fmcenty heaffefted. 

J WENT off for Grmohk. On my arrival there 
1 was feized with a fever which held me fifteen 
days. That good brother, the coUeftor, hereby 
liad exercife for his charity. He gave me reme- 
dies, making me only take viper broth in all my 
fauces, which, with the change of air, gradually 
removed the diforder. .AH tliofe whoniGoD had 
given me, the firll time I was at Gremble^ came 
to vifit mc in ray illnefs ; and were filled with 
ioy at feeing me again. They ihewed me the 
letters and retrafttons of that poor pallionate girl, 
and I did not fee that any body retained an im- 
pteffion againft me from her (lories. Tlie Eidiop 
here roanifefted more kindnefs to me than ever, 
alfuring me that he had never believed any thing 
of them, and made me an offer to ftay in his di- 
ocefe. They farther prclfcd me with new inftan- 
ces to induce me to ftay at the general hofpital. 
But it was not the place where Gon required me 
to be. Every thing announced the Croi's to me, 
I was penetrated with the impreffion thereof con- 
tinuaOy- 

Th a t good girl of whom I have fpoEen, who 
had forefeen fo many perfecutions to befal me, 
had again manv prefcntiments of the croffes which 
were about falling In a torrent upon us at. Paris. 
She fiid, " What will ye go to do there, to be 
" crucified ?" All along the road fuch fouls as 
were ip'rit'.ial, and of grace, fpokc to us of no- 
thing but croffes i and that impreflion that fonrfr 
and affiflimis mnaitcd mi:, was ever prefent.>— 'f 
come then, oh my fovereign Love, to facrifice 
B b 4 my- 
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myfelf to thy will. Thou knowell what croffcs I 
have had to bear from nay own relations, what an 
univerial decry I am under : And yet, thratigh 
all this perfecution, thou doll not fail to gain foula 
to thyfell iti every place, and at every time - and 
I think myfelf overpaid for all my troubles and 
pains, w;re they only to procure the falvatioit 
and psrftftion ofone foul.— It was in this place, 
oh God, that thbti waft willing to eredl a theatre 
of thy will and works by the crofs, and t!ie good 
to be done to fouls thereby. 



End of the Second Part 
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PART IIL 

CHAP. L 

* OCARCE had I arrived at Fmii^ when I r&i- 
O dilydifcovered the black defigns entertain- 

*Now we approMh a combination of the wickedefi: 
plots, and moft aoominabie lies, ag^itiftLADY Guioj* 
and F. La CambCj fet on foot by F, La Mcths her haSf hio- 
tiietj and his accomplices j amongft whom we find the 
official, or judge of the eccleliafiicd court, and at length 
MonGeur De Hitrhy Ardibifhop q£ Paris. It foon end- 
ed in the imprifonniienl: of both thefe faithful martyrs^ 
and dear lervants of their great Greater, Her fundamen- 
tal principle beii]^T"^tf^io« /JZ/iH/ifry/^f^ lave of Go'Dt 
formsd in the foul by ihs cperalisTi of divine gracs thraugk 
fiihmifJiQnf feff-renunciaiion^ ferijent prayer > faithful obe- 
disncc lo id difcveries^ and intuard cgmmunioji theretvitJi. 
The wicked Ecclefiaftks hated fach a principle or doc- 
trine as tended to wean the people from a blind depen- 
dincu on thera, to teach men to p''3y to G od for them- 
felves, and to love him fingly for his own fake, for hi& 
wiJdonij goodncfsand pcrfe^ions; clear from all viewi 
of fcliiih intereft, Such Ecclefia flics would fcrtiple no- 
thing they could devife, to dcftroy thepublilhcr of a free 

i*nd evangc-lical do6lrine. As tbis pan is by far the 

l'.;a{l InftrnJrtive, containing; little elfc than the minute 
account of her various examinatitjiiSj jjcrfccutions s.ud 
imprifonmentPj we have abridged it in Ibme places, to 
leave the more opportunity for a. fpechnen of her Hymns 
and that prcciuus TraCt on Prayer, winch was raidc: 
the hiiTidle of all thai violent outcry that waa raifed 
a^ainfl: her. 

ed 
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ed againft both Father La Cimk and me. Father 
L/iMothe, who condiifted the whole tragedy, art- 
fully diffembled, according to liis cuftom ; flat- 
tering me to the face, \vhile he was aiming the 
keencft wounds behind the bade. He and his 
confederates wanted, for their own intereft, to 
ccrl'uade me to e,o to MotUargis, (my imtiviphir) 
hoping thereby to get theguardiandiipof my chil- 
dren, and to difpoft of ti<5th my perfbn and ef- 
fcfts. AU the pcrfecutions from Fatlier Ls Molhc 
and my family have been attended on their part 
with the views of interefl ^ andthofe againft Fa- 
ther La Cowif have fprimg from rage and revenge, 
becaufe he, as my direftor, did not oblige rae to 
do what they wanted ; as well as out of jealoiiry. 
I might enter into a long detail on this head, fiif- 
ficicnt to convince all the world hereof : But I 
fiipprel's, to avoid prolixity. I fhall only fay that 
they threatened to deprive rae of what little I had 
referved to myfelf. To this I only replied " That 
" I would not go lu law, that if they were rc- 
« folvedto take from me the httle ihad left (link 
" hiAied in cmtiparifmi of what I hud giticn up) 
" 1 would furrender it entirely to them " being 
quite free and willing not only to be poor, but e- 
venintlie very erilreniity of want in imitation of 
eurLBB.D JEStis Chihst. 

I ARRIVED at Ptirii on Magdalen's eve 1686, 
exaftly five years after my departure ffora that 
city. After Father Is Cmte arrived there, he 
was foon followed and much applauded . I per- 
ceived fome iealoufy in Father L:j Modie hereup- 
on, but did not think that matters wonld be car- 
ried fo far as they have been. The greateft part 
of the Birtml'itfs'nf Pan's, and Its neiglibourhood, 
ioinini againft Father La Cmk, Indured thereto 
■^ ■ = ^ ftum 
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from feveral caufcs that particularly related to 
their order. But all their calumnies and evil at- 
tempts were overthrown by the tinaffeaed piety 
of Father L« Cswfo, and the good which multi- 
tudes reaped from his labours. 

I H A D depofited a little ftim of money in the 
hands of F. La Conihi (with the confent of his 
Superior) to ferve for the entrance of a Nun. I 
thotight myfelf obliged in confcience to do it ; 
for Ihe had, through my means, quitted the new 
catholicks. It v/as that young woman whom I 
mentioned before, (See Part II, chap, v.) whom 
the Prieft of Gex wanted to win over. As (he is 
beautiful, though very prudent, there always con- 
tinues a caufe for fear, wh.cn fuch an one is expo- 
fed without any eftabhfhmcnt. LiiMrilbsvia.nl- 
ed to have that money, and fignified to La Combe 
" that, if he did not make me give him it for a 
" wall, which he had to rebuild in his convent, 
" he woYild make him fuffer for it." But the lat- 
ter, who is alvrays upright, anfwered, " that he 
" could not in confcience advife rae to do any 
" thing elfe but what I had already refolved, in 
" favour of that young woman," So now he and 
the provincial ardently longed to fatisfy their defire 
of revenge. Tliey employed all their thoughts 
on the means of effecting it. 

Fou this purpofe diey fent to Father La Comie, 
to confefs a man and a woman, who were uni- 
ted to commit every fort of crime witii impunity, 
and to perfeciite the fcrvants of Gon. I think 
there never was fuch another artifice. The man- 
counterfeits all forts of hands, and is fit for exe- 
cuting any vile defign. They pretended to be 
.ery 'devout 5 and among fo great a number of 

fouls, 



396 T H E L I F £ O F 

fouls, as came from all parts to Father La Comta 
to confefs, he never difcerned thde diabolical fpi- 
rits: God To permitting ir, who had given power 
to the devil to treat him like Job . 

One evening before this, being alone in my 
chamber, retired in prayer, all on a fudden my 
flate of childhood fcemcd to be taken from me, 
to make way for that of my being joined to Je s u 3 
Christ crucified. What palTed in this new u- 
nion of lore to that divine objefl; himfclf alone 
knows. My ftate ftill became deeper, as I had 
borri Jesus Christ in hisdenndjttion andcrof- 
fes, 1^ now I feeroed to bear him in crucifixion, 
which was the fininiing of all his ftatcs. No- 
thing but experience can make any comprehend 
what I mean. Thcfe words at this time I feltim- 
preft. .'liid hi was mmthered tuilh Ihe tratiJgrtffoY!. 
Mauk XV. 28. And itwaspnt inmy mind that I 
nmfl: bear Je s u s Ch e 1 st in this ftate in its whole 
extent. Oh my \at& if there has not yet been 
poured upon me enough of reproaches and igno- 
minies, finilli and confummate that ftate to me 
l)y the laft puniflmient. Every thing will be well 
received as coming from tliee. For me to fuffer for 
thy name's fake was the contraft of our fccred 
marriage : And thy handmaid acknowledges thy 
poodnefs to her contiiuied to this day, in fanfti- 
fying her JlifFerings to the honour of tiiy worthy 
name. 

I RECEivEP a ictier from F.uher LaCmthc, 
who writ to me in thefe terms, "■ The time looks 
gloomy (fpeaking of Father La Morie's liumour 
in regard to him) " I know not when the thun- 
" der will fall ; But every thing (ball bs welcome 
" from the hand of God." In the mean time the 

huf- 
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hufhand of that wicked creature, who connterfeit- 
ed the faint, in order to play his game the better 
left off going to confefs to Father La Comhs^ but 
lent his wife, who fjid/if laas wry firry I hat her 
ImjbanAhai quitui that Father ; (he told him, that 
God had revealed to ber tilings to come, and ihat 
he •was going to meet ■with great perfecutimis. It 
was eafy for her to know it, fmce lire was plan- 
ning them with Father La Moths, the Provincial 
and her hufband , 

During this time I went into the cotuitry to the 
houfe of the Duchefs of C* There I found feve- 
ral perfons, whofe interiorprogtefs the Lord made 
mc inftrumental to affift, and who were of the 
number of my fpiritual children. I felt a ftrong 
imptilfe to communicate to ihem in filence : But 
as it wasftrange to fome of them, admitting natu- 
ral timidity,"l failed infidelity to what God re- 
quired of me. They tead a paQage of fcripture, 
which they interpreted in a manner quite contrary 
to the fenfc given me of it, which opprcffed my 
fpirit exceedingly ; and the more fo becaufe I 
duift not fpeak^ on account of certain perfons pre- 
flnt, who held me in a kind of bondage : But af- 
ter 



• It Is obrerveablc thai through tliis part, after hcrre- 
uirn to Pari!, ilie is very tender of fettinKdownthenames 
nriirnamcsandlitlesof any of her itienjs. The writer 
or the Arelibiihop oiCarabrafi life acquaints us that that 
prfiatefirft met with this Lady at the Duchefs oi Bet- 
hiiiii'i hoiifc, But (he does not once make mention of 
that Duchefs, mr ofthchoufeof C/Mrt/^c. And though 
in the Hid Chapter of this part, ilie informs us that the 
imn prrficulifiit racjil againjt ier tic iiarc c/uUren were 
pven htr of He Lord, yet Die mentions the name.i of 
Hone of ihein, being umvillbg thereby to occafioii their 
hring cxpofedto, anil involved in, her futferings. 
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tcr dinner I had an opportunity to fpeak to fome 
of them, which gave fome relief to ray troubled 
mind. Often from the plenitude which filled my 
foul, I was favomcd with a freedom to imparl or 
communicate to my beft difpofed children to onr 
mutual joy and comfort, not only when prefent, but 
often when abfent. I even felt it to Row from me 
into their fouls. When they wrote to me they 
informed me that at fuch times they had received 
abundant infufions of divine grace. Oiir Lord 
had given me that fpirit of truth, whicli knows 
how to refufe the evil, ttnd chu/s tin gmd. Even 
when any preached, or talked of pious fubjefts, 
f felt in myfelf that which rejefted every thing of 
human conception or opinion, and accepted only 
that which was the pm'e truth. 

Father £,a Cojnfo wrote to me while I was 
in the country, that he had found an admirable 
woman (meaning th counterfeit fmnll have men- 
tioned above) and ga^e me fome circumftances 
refpefting her, which put me in fear for him. 
Neverthelefs as the Lord gave me nothing particu- 
lar thereupon, I writ to him that I refigned hira 
to Goo for that, as for the teft. 

Thf. hufband of that woman, Induced by the 
enemies of Father L:i Combe, wrote defamatory 
libels, to which tliey attached the propofitions of 
Molims, wliidi had" bs:en current for two years 
paft in FraHCf, declaring that they were the Icn- 
timents of Father Ln Conili;. Thefe libels were., 
fpread about in the communities in all parts. Fa 
ther Lj Miibe and the Provincial, afting aa pcr- 
fons well affefted to the church, carried diem to 
the Official, or judge of the Eeclefisilic court, 
who k.niod in the dark defign. They iliewed 

them 
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them to the Archbifhop, faying, " it was out of 
" their zeal, and that they were exceeding lorry 
" that one of their fraternity was an heretic, and 
" as' fuch execrable." They alfo brought mc 
in but more moderately, faying " Father U 
" 'Comlie was almoft always at my houfe," which 
was very falfe ; for I could fcarce fee hun but at 
the confcflional, and that for very Ihort fpaces. 
Several other things equally falfe diey liberally 
gave o«t of us both. 

TuEY bethought therafelve.'; of one thing fur- 
ther likely to favour dieir fclreme. They knew I 
knf been at Miirfeilks, and thought they obtain- 
ed a good foundation for a frelh calumny. They 
counterfeited a letter from a perfon at Marfedks 
(I think I heard it was from the Bilhop) addreffed 
to the ArchbKhop of Paris, or to his official, in 
which they wr.Dte the blackeft and moft abomina- 
ble fcandal. Father Iji Mal/x came to try to 
draw me into his fnare, and to make me fay, in 
the prefence of the people he had brought, that I 
had been at Mnrfcilles with Father La Combe. 
" There are, &id he, fliocking accounts fent a- 
" uainft you from dreEllliop of Marfeilles. Yoti 
" have there fallen into great fcandal with Father 
" LaComhs: There are good wilneffes of it,'" 
I replied with a fmile, " The calumny is notably 
" deviled- But it had bien propsr to know firfl: 
" whether Father LnComieh^i been at Mar/nlks, 
" for I do not believe he was ever there in his 
" life. I was while there, with fuch and fach, 
" and during that time Father Ln Combe was !a- 
" bouring at Verceil." He was confounded and 
went oil' faying, " There are witneffes of its be- 
" in<T true" . He went i mmediately to a(k Father 
La Cmk if he had not been at Marfeilles He 

amired 
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affiired him he never had been there. They %vere 
ftnick with the dilkppointment. They then gave 
out it was Siifd which was in the letter. Now 
this Seifel is a place I have never been at, and 
there is no EiJhop there. 

Father ifl&afo and the Provincial carried about 
their libels, with thofe propofitions of Motims, 
fromhoule to hoiife, faying they were the errors 
of Father La Csmk. They plotted together. 
They determined to take a journey into Savoy, 
to colka and bring memorials againft Father La 
Combe and me, The Provincial fet oft', though 
but newly returned from vifiting a province border- 
ing on Savoy, giving a ftrift charge to Father La 
Mutbs, who was enough inclined without it, to 
fpare no paitis or coll to ruin Father Ln Combe. 

Tnr.v plotted with the Official, a man well 
verfed in fiich artifice.?. They fuborned that 
woman. Site told Father Lit Combe " that llie 
" had heard wonderful things of me, which had 
" given her on ardent defire to fee me." As file 
farther told him, that Jbe tvas in great -want and 
difirffs, he fent her to me for my charity ; 1 gavt 
herhalf alouisd'or. Attliat time fhe was aftranger 
to me ; but, after a li ttle converfe with her, 1 was 
ftruck \'.ith horror : Yet ! kept it to myfelf 

A new days after, Ilic came again to r.fl^ me 
for fomething to get lierfelf bled. I told her, " I 
" h?-d a maid who could do it well, whom I 
" would get to do it for her." She replied, that 
" lire was not a perfon to be bled by any but a 
llirgcon." I then gave her a fifteen penny piece. 
She took it with difdain, then went and threw it to 
Failit-r I-n C>mlf, afldng if Jbe raaj a perfm ts be 

fill 
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put of Tiiith fiftim-pttue. But (be learned that 
evening, from her htilband, that tlie time, not 
yet ripe for difcovery, required longer diffimula- 
tion. She then came again to Father La Combe 
Eo beg his pardon, faying, " it was a rafhfitof 
" palfion which made her aft as fhe did." She 
aftted him alio for tlie fifteen-pence. He told me 
then nothing of ail this ; but ] had a certainty that 
fhe was a wicked hypocrite, bent on fome bad de- 
fign ; And fo I told Fatlier La Covibe, who chid 
me for it, faying, " It was only my own imagi- 
" nation, that I wanted charity, for llie was a 
'* religious woman." 

There came to me a virtuous young woman 
a ftranger, who told rae (he thought herfelf oblig- 
ed, as (he knew 1 was intimate with Father La 
Coiiih, to aprize me that he confeffcd a woman 
who deceived him. She toldmeofbafe things 
that woman had done, and of her thefts at A™. 
I dcfired her to tell them to him herfelf She faid 
fhe had attempted it ; but he told her it was a^- 
ing not according to charity. In a ccrtaiti Ihop 
that vile woman Ipoke ill of him. They let 
him know it, but he feemcd not to believe it. 
She fometimes came to my houfe. I turned pale 
at the fight of her. My domdlicks perceived it, 
cfpecially one who felt the fame horrors as I did. 

CHAP. IE. and III. 

[/ij fhe/e Chapters Jbt rehites bow tl>e vile per- 
Jom 'wiMt were fuhonied agahift her, iDere deleted 
byF. La Combe, and panicuiari'us many eftheodions 
feanilals iiihiefj they f urged about her. Hrreo tbey 
li^irded to frighten her \t:itb tbe terrors of Menw- 
yi.ih being drainin ovt againft her, aecufmg her of 
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^fuin^ info the errors offome ptrjons condemni^d by 
the Church, and would hnv^ pcrftiadi^d her to ajitd- 
ikn jiight^ in order that ihiy might thsreby have 
thsfidhr opportunity nf proving hr guilty* Sh- 
cantimss thus ;] 

At length La Moth took off tlie mafk, anJ 
fiiid to me in the church, before La Comhe " It Is 
" now, my fifter, that you mtift think of fleeing, 
" ynu are charged with crimes of a deep dye." I 
was not moved in the leafi:, but replied with my 
tifual tranqniUity, *' If I am guilty of fucli crimes, 
" t cannot be too feverely puniltied j wherefore I 
" will not fiee or go out of the way. I liave made 
*' an opeji profellion of dedicating myfelf to God 
** entirely : And if I have done things ollenfive 
** to him, whom I would wilh both to love, and 
" to caufe to be loved by the whole world, even 
" at the expence of my life, I ought by my pu- 
" nifhment to be made an example to the world : 
*' But if I ant innocent, for me to flee is not the 
" way for my iimocence to be believed." 

[She here gives a detail of the urtifices and f nitres 
Jet on foot to ruin F. La Comhe ; hw they mifrepre- 
fented him to the king, and procured art order to con^ 
Jim bim in his rojtiient till he wits ejiamined, Htr^i) 
they cotiCsaUd tins order from hiftty and then nutdc 
feveral pretences, to bring him publirkly otit. Horn 
they then obtaimd to hitve him arrejied its a Rebel to 
the King's orders, and confined to the £aflile, mid 
goes or. thtts :] 

— Tho' on his trial he appeared quite innocent, 
and they cotiid not find any thing whereupon to 
ground a condemnation, yet tliey made the King^ 
believe lie was a dangerous man in the article of 

religion- 
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religion. He was then (hut up in a certain for- 
trefs of that great prifon for life : Ent as his ene- 
mies heard that the captains in that fortrefs ef- 
teemed hiin, and treated him kindly, they got 
him removed into a much worfe place. God 
who behoids every thing, will reward every man 
according to his works. I know by an interior 
communication that he is very well content, and 
fully refigned to God. 

La Mot he now endeavoured more than ever 
to induce me to flee, affuring me that, if I went 
to Montargis, I fliould he out of ail trouble ; hut 
that, if I did not, I ihould pay forit, Heinfifted 
on my taking himfelf for my diredor, which I 
could not agree to. He decried me wherever he 
went, and writ to his brethren to do the fame. 
They writ me veryabufive letters, and particular- 
ly that, if I did not put myfelf under his direftion, 
I was undone. I have the letters by me ftill. 
One Father defired me in this cafe to make a virtue 
of neceffitv. Nay fome advifed me to pretend to 
put myfelf under his direftion, and to deceive 
him ; whereas I abhorred the drought of a difguife 
or deceit. I bore every thing with the greateft 
tranquillity, without taking any care to juftify or 
defend myfelf, leaving it entirely to God to order 
as he ihouid pleafe about me ; And herein he was 
gracioufly pleated to increafe the peace of my 
foul, while every one feeraed to cry againft me, 
and to look on mc as an infamous creature, ex- 
cept thofe few who knew me well by a near union 
of fpirit. At church I heard people bchitrd me 
exclaim againfl; me, and even fome priefts fiiy, 
" It was necelTaty to caft mc out of the church." 
I left m)'felf to God without referve, being quite 
ready to endure the moft rigorous pains and tor- 
tures, if fuch were his will. 

C e 1 I NE- 
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I NEVER made any folicltation either for Father 
U Comlv. or myfelf, though charged with that a- 
mona; other things. Willing to owe every thing 
to God I have no dependence on any creature, 
I would not have it faid that any but Gof had 
tnade ^iraidi" rich. Gen. xiv. 43. To lofe all 
for him is my bett gain : And to gam all without 
him would be my word Infs. Though at this 
time fa general an outcry was railed againfl me ; 
Go D did not fail to make nfe of me to gam many 
fouls to himfelf. The more perfecution raged a- 
gaitifl rae the more children were given nrie, on 
whom the Lord conferred gteat favours through 
hUpoor handmaid. 

One rauft not judge of the t-rvants of God by 
what their enemies fav of them, nor by their being 
oppreffed under calumnies without any refource. 
tEsus Chr!et expired under pangs, God ufes 
the like condua towards his deareft fervants, to 
tender them conformable to his fon, ill wham he u 
ahmys vifUpkiifed. But few place that conformi- 
ty where it ought to be. It is not in volmiai-y 
naius or aufterities, but in thofe which are fuffered 
In a lubmiffion erer equal to the will of God, m a 
renunciation of our whole felves, to the end that 
God may be our all in all, condufting us accord- 
ing to his views, and not our own, which are gene- 
rally oppofite to his. In fine, all perfeftion con- 
filts' in this entire conformity with Jk s u s Ch r ist, 
not in (liining things wliich men efteem and cry 
It will only be feen in eternity who are tlie 
true friends of God. Nothing pleafes him hut 
Tksus Christ, and that which bears his marK 
or charafter. 

TheV were continually prejllng me to flee, tbo 
the Archbifoop had fpoken to myfelf, and biddffl 
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rne not to leave Pai'is. But thev wanted to ren- 
der both me and Father io &ib& criminal bymv 
flight. They linew not how 10 make me fall in- 
to the hands of the Official ; For if they accufed 
me of crimes, it muft be before other judges; 
And any other judge would have feen my inno- 
cence i and the falfe witneffes would have run the 
rifqueof fufferingfor it. They continually fpread 
the outcry of horrible crimes; the Official affured 
me that he had heard no mention of any ; for he 
was afraid left I ihould retire out of his jurifdifli- 
on. They then made the King believe " that I 
" was an lieretic j that I carried on a literary cor- 
" refpondence with Malims (\, who never knew 
" tliere was a Miliuiis in the world, till the Ga- 
" zette had told me it) that i had wrote a dange.- 
" rous book ; and that on thofe accounts it would 
" be neceJTary to ifl'ne forth an order to ptitmeiirj 
" a convent, that they might examine me ; that, 
" as I was a dangerous perfon, it would be pro- 
" per for me to be locked up, to he aliotved no 
" commerce with any one ; that I held alTem- 
" Hies," which was very falfe. To fupport this 
calumny my hand-writing v/ns counterfeited, and 
a letter forged as from me, importing, that I had 
" great deligns, but feared that they (hould prove 
" abortive, by the imprifonfiient of Father Ln 
" C™if, for which reafbn I had left off holding 
" aflemblies at my own houfe, being too dofely 
" watched 1 but that I would hold them at the 
" hoiifes of fuch and fuch perfons, in fucli and 
" fuch ftrects ;" who are people that I do not 
know, nor e\cr before had heard named. This 
forged letter they fhewed the King, and upon it an 
order was given for my imprifonmenr. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV. 

THIS oi'der would have been put in execution 
tv.'o months fooner than it was, had ! not 
Fallen very fick. Ihad inconceivable pains and a 
feven Some thought that I had an impofthiimc 
in my head. The pangs I had for five weeks 
made me delitioiis, I had alfo a pain in my bread- 
and ft violent cough. Twice I received, as I 
-vvas thought near expiring, the holy Sacyaitunt. 
One of my friends had acquainted Father La 
Molhi, (not lOTowing him to have any hand in V.La 
Com/re's iraprifenment) that ihe had fent roe a cer- 
tificate from the inqtiifition in faid Father Lx 
Comhe's favour, having heard that his o^^n was 
loft. This was a ver^'' good piece - For they 
made the King believe that he had run away from 
the inquifition ; and this (hewed the contrary. 

Father La Motbe then came to me, when I 
was under excelTive pains, counterfeiting all the 
affeftion and tendernefs in his power, and telling 
me " that the affair of Father Ln Combs was gp- 
" ing on very well, thathewasjuK ready to come 
" out of prifon with honour, that he was ve- 
" ry glad of it ; that if he had only this certifi- 
" cate, he would be delivered prefenriy. Give 
me it then, faid he, and it will be done," At 
firft I made a difficulty of doing it. " What! 
'* fmd he, will you be the caute of ruining poor 
" Father La Cembe, having it in your power to 
" favehim, and caufe us that affliction, for want 
" of what yoti have in your hands." I yielded, 
'ordering it to be brought and gis^cn htm. He 
fupprefied it, and gave out that it was loft. )t 
never could be got from him again. The Ambai- 
fador from the Court of furin fent a Page to me 
for this certificate, dcfigtiing to make the proper 

uft 
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life of it to ferve Father La Combe. I referred him 
to Father Ln Mothe. The Page went to him and 
afl^cd him for it. He denied I had given him it; 
faying, " Her brain is difordered which makes 
" her imagine it." The Page came back to roe 
and told me his anfwer ; The ptrfonsin my cham- 
ber bore wifnefs that I had given it to him. Yet 
all fignified nothing : It could not be got out of 
his hands -, but on the contrary he infulted me, 
and fet others alfo to do it, though I was fo weik 
that I feemed to be at the very gates of death. 

Thky told me they only waited for my reco- 
very to clap me in prilbn, He made his brethren 
believe that I had treated him ill, TItey writ to 
me ; one, " that it was for my critnes that I fuf- 
" fered ; and that I fhouM put myfelf under the 
" conduft of Father La Mothe or otherwife I fhould 
'^ repent it j" another, that I was frantic and ought 
" to be bound ; lethargic, and tp be awakened 5 
" a monfter of pride fince I wotild not fufFer my- 
*^ felf to be cleanfed and conduifted by Father La 
'* Mitkc.'" Such was my daily feaft in the extre- 
mity of my pains ; defeited of my friends, and 
epprefl; of my enernics j the former being aiham- 
ed of me, through the calumnies which were forg- 
ed and indtiftrioufly fpread ; the latter let loofe to 
perfecutemc; under all wliichlk-°pt filcnce, leav- 
ing myfelf to the Lord. To Father La Moihe's 
infults I returned ralldnefs, and made him prc- 
fcnts, 

TuitRB was not any kind of infamy, error, 
forcery, or facrilege, of which they did not accufe 
mc. As loon as I was able to be carried to the 
Church in a chair, I was told I mufl fpeak to the 
Prebend. (It was a fnare concerted beiwixtFa- 
ther La Moilx and the Canon at whole houfe I 
C c 4 lodged 
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lodged) Kpoke to htm with much firaplicity, and 
he approved of what I fald. Yet two dajs after 
they gave out that I had uttered many things, 
and accufud many perfons ; and from hence they 
procured the banifliment of fundry perfons with 
whom they were dilpleafed, perfons whom I had 
never feen or heard of. They were men of ho- 
nour. One of them was baniilied, becaufe he 
faid, " my little book is a good one." It is re- 
markable that they fay nothing to thofc who pre- 
fixed their approbations, and that, far from con- 
demning the book, it has been repti nted fincel have 
been in prifon, and advertifemcnts of it pofted up 
at the Archbifliop's palace, and all over Pii!-!.<. 
In regard to others, when they find faults in their 
books, they condemn the books and leave the 
perfon at liberty : But as for me, my book is ap» 
proved, fold und fptead, while I am kept a pri- 
foner for it. 

The fame day that thofe gentlemen were ba- 
nifhed I received a lettre it eachet, or fealed or- 
der and addrefled to me, to repair to the Covent 
of !& Vtjimtien of St. Mnj'f. in the fubburb of St, 
Antoiiis. I received it witli a tranquiUity which 
furptifed the bearer exceedingly. He could not 
forbear exprelTing it, having ^en the extreme for- 
row of thofe who were only banifhed. He was ki 
touched with it as tofhed tears. And though his 
order was to carry me ofFdireftly, he was not a- 
fraidtotruft me, but left me all the day, defu'- 
ing me to repair to St. Mary's in the evening. 
On that day many of my friends came to fee me 
and found me very chearful, which lurpi'lfed f.ich 
of them as knew my cafe. I could not ftand, I 
was fo u'cak, having the fever every nighl. It be- 
ing only a fortnight ftnce I was thought to be ex- 
piring. I imagined they would leave me my 

daii^h- 
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daughter and maid to ferve me. My daughter 
was moft It my heart, having coft me much care 
in her education. I had endeavoured, with di- 
vine aliiffcance, to root out her faults, and to dif- 
pofe her to have no will of her own ; wliich is tlie 
bcftdil'poiltlon forachild. She was not yet twelve 
years of age. 

C H A P. V. 

OH tha twenty-ninth ofjammiy 1688, 1 went 
to St. Miiry's. There they lei me know 
I miifl neither have my daughter nor a maid to 
fer\e me, but muft be locked up done In a cham- 
ber, indeed it touched me to my heart when my 
daughter was taken from me. They would nei- 
ther allow her to be in that houfe, nor any body 
to bring me any news of licr. ! was then obliged 
to facrllice my daughter, as if fhe were mine no 
longer. The people of the houfe were prepofleff- 
ed with fo frightful an account of me, that they 
looked at me with horror. For my jailor they fm- 
gled out a Nun, wlio the)' thought would treat 
ine with the greateft ligoiir, and they were not 
miftaken therein. 

Thky aflced mc who was now my confeffor. 
I named him ^ but he was feiied with fuch a fright 
that he denied it ; though I could have produced 
many perfons who had feen me at his confciiio- 
nal. So then they faid they had caught me in a 
lie ; and I was not to be frufled. My acquain- 
tance then faid they knew me not, ,and others 
Yiere at liberty to invent ftorlcs, and f,iy all 
nhtnnef ef. evil af fKt. The woman, appointed 
for my keeper, was gained over by my ene- 
mies, to torment me as an heretic, an entiiuhafb, 
one crackbrained and an hypocrite. Gmu alone 
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knows wlut (he made me fuffer. As die fought to 
Smeln my word., I watched tl,etr to be 
mo?e e«a in them ; but I fed tlt= worfe for ,t, 
Imademorcfl.ps and g.tve her more advantages 
ova- ipe thereby, beiide tbe tioitb e m my o™ 
lc,ni for it. I then lek myldf as ! was, and re- 
folved thoiigHthis \voman would bnng me to 
the fcaffbld, by thefalte reports ihe was contnui- 
allv carrying to the Pnotefs, d,at ! would firoply 
refigti myfclfto my lot; b I re-entered into my 
forrfier condition. 

Soow after I came into this convent I had » 
dream, inwhichIfawthe11<yopening allon a M^ 
den, andas it werea (howerof bnghtfire, There 
were with me a multirnde of people, all of whom 
betook tliemfelves to flight, in order to elcape it. 
As to me I profttated myfelf upon the ground, 
and raid, " Olimy God, it is I who am the vsc- 
" tim of thy iuftic=." I &™ awaked full of cer- 
tainty that I'fhould earn this t.tle of v,am of d,^ 
■amimUke. Monfieiir Ch ^aoH the Oiliaal and 
Dodor of Sorlmuri came four times to examine 
i,ic Our Lord did me the favour winch he pro- 
mifcd to his apoftles, viz. to malce me aniwer 
much better dianif I ftudied. Luke xxu 14 t5, 
They faid to me, " if I had explained myfelf, as 
" I now did, all along in that ftor/ imd fifym^- 
" M of pray::; I fli™!'l ™t -^^ ''"^''^ ^^^"^ 
« here '' My laft exiiminatlon was about a coun- 
terfeit letter, which they read and let me fee I 
told them the hand wasno way like mine. 1 he> 
" faid, it was only a copy; they liad toe original 
" at home." I defired a fight of it, but could 
not obtain it, I told them, ■' trever xvrote it, 
" nordidi Icnow the p.-rfon to whom it was ad- 
dreffed; but they took fcafce any notice o. v^h..t 
f faid. AfTER 
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Afteo. this letter was read tlie Official turned 
tome, and faid, " yon fee Madam, that after 
" fnch a letter there was foundation enough for 
" imptilbning you." " Yes Sir laid I, if I Iiad 
^*- wrote it.'' [jliewed them its f;iir.:hoods and 
inconfiflencies, but all in vain. I was left two 
monthij, and treated woi fe and worfe, before ei* 
ther of them came again to me. Till then I had 
always fome hope that, feeing my innocence, 
they would do me juftice : But now ! faw that 
they did not want to find me innocent, but to 
make me appear guilty. 

The Official alone came the next time, and 
told me, " Imuftfpeaknomoreofthe falfe letter; 
" that it was notliing," " How nothing, /j/rf ? 
*' to counterfeit a perfons writing, and to make 
*' one appear an enemy to the ftatel" He replied, 
" We will feekoiit the Author of it." '* The 
'' Author faid /, is no other than the Scrivener 
" G.vt!TiE(t." He then demanded where the 
papers were which I wrote on the fcriptures. \ 
told him, " I would give them up when I fhould 
•' beont ofprifoHi but was not willing to tell wirli 
" whom I had lodged them," 

About three or four days before Eaficrhe 
pame again, with 'the Do(5lor, and a verbal pro- 
eefs drawn np againfl; me for rebelling, in notgiv- 
ing up my papers. Copies of my wrtings were 
then put into their hands ; for I had not the origi- 
nal s. I know not where thofe who got them from 
me have put them ; But I am firm in the faith that 
they will all be preferved, in fpite of the ftorm. 
The prioreis aUted IheOtincial liow my affair went. 
He fignified very well, and that I (liould foon be 
difcharged : And this became the common talk; 
but I had a prcfentiment of the contrary. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I HAD an inexprdlible Uitisfaftion and joy in fuf- 
fering, and being a prifoner. The confine- 
mcnt of my body made me better relifli the free- 
dom of rny mind. St. Jofi;pif'i day was to mc a 
memorable day ; for ilien my ftate had more of 
heavei> than of earth bej-ond what any expreffion 
can reach, I expected from it that there was fomc; 
new cnp for me to drink, as the glorions transfi- 
guration of Christ was an introd;i(^ion to his 
paflion ; depriving Iiimfelf for the reft of his life 
of the effufions of the divinity, the fnpports of the 
hnmati life, which he had kept before, the bea- 
titude being fufpended, the fufferiiigs unabated, 
virirelieved ; In like manner I may fay it fell otitto 
me, thotigli unworthy to participitate the ftates of 
Jesus CiiitiST, and with the infinite difpropor- 
tion of a poor weali creature to liim who was both 
God and man. This day of St. Jofepb, who is 
a faint to whom I am intimately united, was like 
a day of transfiguration for me. It feemed to me 
that I liad then nothing left of the creatine ; 
but that time was followed as it were with a fuf- 
penfion of every favour then enjoyed, a difpcnfa- 
tionofncwfufferirtgs. I was obliged to facrifice 
myfelf anew, and to drink the very dregs of the 
bitter draught. The dream I had had, wheicin 
all the indignation of God fell upon me, came 
up again in my mind. 

I NEVER had any gall of rel"entment againft my 
perfecutors, though I well knew them, their fpi- 
rit and their aitions. Jesus Ch r i s t and the 
taints faw their perfecutors, and at the fame time 
faw that thty cmiid tr.'Ji- tiaptfrner except it iverepwn 
them from ahve. Jolin xix . it, Loving the Itrokcs 

which 
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which God gives, one cannot hate the hand which 
he makes ufe of to ftrike widi. A few day after 
the Official come, and told me he gave me the li- 
berty of the Cioyfter, that is, to go and come in 
the hoiifc. They were now very indtiftrious in 
urging my daughter to confent to a marriage, 
which, had it taken place, would have been her 
ruin. To fucceed herein, they had placed her 
with a relation of that gentleman whom they want- 
ed her to marry. I had all my confidence in 
God, that he would not permit it to be acom- 
plifhcd, as that perfon had no tindure of Chrifti- 
anity, being abani*oned in his principles and 
morals! 

[Here pf oKlina/s to reltits tlic various fimrei, 
ly liiliicli t/jey •UianteA to induce her to give up her 
dttugljter^ in order to obtuin her trustt rekafe^ and tlv 
viiiJfttudeipeJitjj'cTed.~-Nowpnmifiiig atqttittance 
nitd lihrty^ again threatening cmjinsment for Ufe^ 
iii.'d even Death on the Sarftld.] 



CHAP. 



VII. 



SOON after the Official and Doftor came to 
tell the Prsorefs 1 mufli be clofely locked up. 
She reprcfented to them that the chamber I was 
in was finall, having an opening to th.e light or 
air, only on one fide, through whicli the fun 
flione all the day long, and that being the month 
of July it mull foon be my^ death. They paid no 
regard thereto. Site afked why I muft be thus 
clofely locked up. They faid, " I had commit- 
" ted hornble things in her houie, even within 
" the lull month, aod had fcandalized the Nuns." 
She protcfled the contrary, and alTured them the 
whole community had received great edification 
from me, and coiild not but admire my patience 
and moderavion. But it was all in vain ; And 

the 
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the poor wGraan coald not refrain from tearSj ai; 

A forgery fo remote from the truth. 

They then fetit for me, and cold me, " I had 
" done bafe things in the laft month." I liked 
what things ? They wortld not tell me. I faid 
then, ** that I would lufifer :is long and as much 
" as It (hoiild pleafe God ; that this affair was 
** begun on forgeries againft me, and fo conti- 
*' nued.. — That God was witnefs of every thing,'* 
The Do^^tor told me, to take God for a witnefs in 
fiich a thing was a crime. I replied, " Nothing 
*' in the world could hinder me from having re^ 
" courle to God." I then retired, and was fhut 
up more clofely than at lirft l And becaufe there 
was no key, they faftened the chamber door with 
a piece of wood, or bar acrofs it. I had an inte- 
rior joy at this new humihation. Oil what plea- 
fure, my rnpremc Love, to be for thee in the moil 
abjeifl condition ! 

\Hgre Jhii ffitttitiiUis lo rdats the f^veriiy vf her 
tyeinment ^ b>rw Jbe ivas Jhut up in [bat uery/malt 
chumhfr in i/jt^ niofilh of July^ tilljhe was ahfolute- 
ly at the pomt of death, ieinj tbrvwn into a vioknt 
fever y and ir/wwy? fiified 'with the cl^enejs of the 
place ^ having a deftu^iion tmdfors throaty before fbe was 
permitted to have any aJJifianee,\ 

In tile time of the aniient hw there were feveral 
of the Lord's martyrs, \vho fuffered for averting 
and trufting ill the one true God. In die primi- 
tive church of CmtiET the martyrs llied their 
blood, for maintaining the truthof Jesus Chris v 
cruciited : But now there are martyrs of die holy 
Spirit, who fuffer for their dependance on it, 
for maintainins? its reign in fouls, and for being 
viflims of the divine Will. 

It 
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It is this fpirit which is to be poured out on id! 
flf/lj, as faith the prophet Joel.. The martyrs of 
JiiEUs CKRtST have been glorious martyrs, he 
having drank up the confuiion of that martyrdom : 
But the martyrs of the holy Spirit are martyrs of 
reproach and ignominy. The devil no more 
exerctfes his power againfl: their faith or belief, 
but direftly attacks the dominion of the holy Spi- 
rit, oppofing its celeftial motion in fouls, and dif- 
charging his hatred on the bodies of thole wholb 
minds he cannot hurt. Oh holy Spirit, a Spirit of 
love, letrae ever be fubjetled to thy will, and, 
i!5 a leaf is moved before the wind, fo let me by 
thy divine breath. As the impetuous wind breaks 
all that refifts it, I'o break all that oppofcs diy 
empire, even die towering cedars, which iland in 
fiich oppofition. 

It is faid of Jesus Chsist that he yielded up 
the ghs/i, or fcnt forth his Spirit. (IVIa t r , xxvii. 
50,) This was both the confummation of his 
pains, and the confummation of all aw-s, even of 
all things, which through his Spirit (hall be done 
in the whole world. Hence he lirid, it is finifbed, 
or conftimmatcd (John xix. 37) Since his death, 
St. Paul has told lis that he foall deliver up the 
kingdom to God iij Father, (i Cur. xv. 24) to the 
end that Goo by his Spirit may i-'ign on earth. 
Jesus Ciimsr taught to p^tiV that the kingdom of 
God may eo/fie^ and his -juiU be doiietniea^-thas in 
heaven, which implies the fubje^lion of the whole 
wHl in the creature to that of the creator, even 
v/idioiit any reludaiKe, hefitation or delay. Then 
will his reign be confjmniated, and bis enemiei 
become his f'jotflool. Oh thus may all be reduced 
into one, though it be througli much deftriiflion 
of what oppofes this kingdom, according to 
Christ's v.'Otds, viz. I came n'jt to fend peace but 

tif-word. 
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earth: Ad what ■■•'HI I, if it be airmdy hndkd? 

Luke xii, 49- 
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\Sbe hgias this Chapter 'usith rthtirtg ihtir arti- 
£iii to compel her to a fannaS retntdiiin of all the 
mine!, of 'uibich fit isas accsfed, and to impeach 
X,a Comh, as the srigitntl deceiver. Ifhin baffled 
in this, they framed fane execrable forgeries by 
■which they made her accufe berfelf of the moft cd'smi- 
imilc crimes, and impeach La Combe as the perfifi 
mto badfedticsd and deceived her.'] 

Though Father in Cmhe be under clofe con- 
finement, we do not foil to communicate in God. 
Many fpiritiial perfoM, to whom the Lord has 
imited me by the tie of matevnity, experience tlic 
fame communication, though in ray abfencc, and 
find in this union the remedy or relief of theiv 
pains. Oh God, wiio haft diofen in this poor 
creature to ereft the throne of thy goodnefi andfe- 
■uerity, thon knoweft that I pafs over many things, 
either for want of remembering, or of knowing 
howfoexorefs them. Ihavofaid what! could, 
and tliat with tlie utmoft fmcetity and entire trtnh. 
Though 1 have been obhged to dcferibe the pro- 
cedure of thofe who pcifecute me, I have not done 
it out of refentnient, fmce I love them at my 
h-art and pray for them, leaving to Goo the 
careof defendinc; me, and delivering rae out ot 
their hands, without making any movement ot 
my own for i t. I have apprehended and bel levcd 
th^t God would have roe write every thing Im- 
cci'elv that his name may be glorified ; that 
the things done in fscret agalnft his fervaiUs 
fhovld one da) be piiblilhed on the hotife top? | 
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for the more they ilri ve to conceal them from the 
eyes of men, the more will God in his own time 
make them all manifeft. 



At prefent I experience two Hates, tiiat of 
Christ crucified and of his infant ftate, the one 
of daily croifes, very violent, without number or 
intermiffion ; die other fo child-like, fmiple and 
candid, that methinks if my foul were to be im- 
preffed any way, there could come nothing out of 
it but candor, innocence, fubmllion and patience. 
Oh my God, methinks, thou haft made of me a 
prodigy, a monument of thy goodnefs and won- 
derful works ; TThere is wrought in rae fomething 
of the original, which is communicated to me 
after a manner inexplicable, which nothing but 
experience can compreherid j Tis then to thee, O 
M Y Lov E, that I render what I have writ for thee, 

DoNii this S2d of Auguft 1 638, aged forty 
years, in my prijiin, which I loveand cherilh, as 
i find it faniilified by my love. 

I roECOT to tell tliat I had afiafc of the (tate 
of the fouls which came to me, and of that of the 
perfons which were given me, how far diftant fo- 
ever they were from me. By/eiife 1 mean an in- 
terior impreflion of what they were, efpecially 
fiich as paffed for fpiritual. I knew prefepitly 
whether they were upright or artful, their degree, 
or their felf-love, for which I felt i rejeftion. I 
knew wlien they were Ilout in themfelves, and 
fupported by the virtue they imagined they had, 
by which they meafured others, and condemned 
in their minds thofe who v^ere not like themfelves, 
though more perfeift. Thefe perfons who think 
themfelves righteous, and are thought fo by o- 
thers, are much more unacceptable to God, than 
D d fomc 
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fome finners from weaknefs, who afe looked on 
■with contempt j whom neveithdefs Goo favours 
with great mcrtifs ; Which will not be fully iien 
but at the day of judgtnent. He beholds afw off 
thufe fouls which are fo exalted and full of them- 
fclves, though they fancy therofelves humble, bc- 
caufe they appear in fome afts of humility, which 
for tlie niofl: part ificrsafe the higli opinion they 
have of thcmlclves. If they were to fuffer fome 
realluimiliation, then would appear their want of 
I'olidity. Oh if people knew how much Goes 
loves the true littlenefs oflpiritin the creature, 
they would behold it with amazement. When 
they fpjak tome of forne perfons of piety, my in- 
ivard fenfe rejefts thofe who are not in the low 
ftate I have mentioned ; and admits thofe who 
are fubjecl to God in that ftate. There is fome- 
thhig ill roe which refufes the evil, howes'er glolTy 
or covered ; and gi'catly loves the true and folid 
good, I irnd it is the fame even in the praclice of 
virtues i or what pafs for fucli. This fpirit dif- 
cerns the real virtue from that which only wears 
itslikenefs, Offuch as h^ve left this life and ari 
now accounted faints, it efteems thofe molt who 
have been mofl annihilated, and whom God has 
moft fanftified by his own operation ; it does no^ 
ioin in the world's cry, in attributing to others 
that which they wanted. 

It was rhouht I was about coming otit of prifbn , 
and every thing feemed to tend toward it. But 
the Lord gave me a fenfe that, far frojn being 
willing to deliver me, their corifuliaiionswere on^ 
ly laying new fnares to ri'in me more effeftaally, 
to malce Father Lii Molts known to the King, 
and efteemed by him. The zad of Auguft J wa- 
ked under an imprellion of Jesus Christ in an 
a!5;any, (eeiriii the cotmfe! of the Je,wsap;i'inft liim 

! ka-:v 
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I knew that none but God could deliver incout 
of prifon, and I was fatisfled that he would do it 
one day by his own right hand, though ignorant 
of the manner, and leaving it wholly to himfcif, 

Onb day thinking why I could not invoke any 
of the faints, though united to them in God, k 
was put into my mind, that domefticks had need 
of credit and interceflors, while die fpoufe readily 
obtainsevery thing without alking any diing. He 
of hi.s infinite goodnefs prevents her. Oh how 
little known ij the holy author of all good ! They 
eitaraine my aflions, They cry out that I do not 
fay over my chaplet or beads, that I have 110 de- 
vodon for the holy Virgin. Oh divine Mary, 
thou knoweft how ray heart is Angly devoted to 
God, and the union which he has formed be- 
twixt us in himfelf I can do rjothing but what 
he directs, depending wholly on his will. 

[She here defcribes the manner in wliichFio- 
vidence conducted matters, fo as that fhe was vin- 
dicated to Matlam Mamtenon, and at length ob- 
tained her releafe.] 

CHAP. IX, 

[In this Chapter Hie relates how tliey wanted 
to exai^ captious concellions, and fallc retraftioris 
from her ; but that at length (he was honourably 
fet at liberty, and a few days afterwards had her 
firft interview Avith the Abbe Ft-nekjii, to whom 
file is united, as Jonathan to D,iv':d, and flijes 
him her fpirittial child.] 
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CHAP. 



X. 



I Have thought of writing no more of what re- 
gards my interior ftate, npt having words to 
exprefs it, being to perfeitly feparated from all 
that can fall under fentiment, exprellion, or Ini- 
nian conception. 

I SHALL only f*y that, after being ralfed up 
again I faund in myfelf, fome yearg before my 
being put into what is called the apoftolic ftate, 
or miffion for the help of others, all felfifimefs 
cohfuroed in the purgatory I had paffed through. 
I found myfelf in a felicity like that of the bleff- 
ed- Nothing here below touched me. At pre- 
fent I fee not any thing on earth which can give 
me pain in regard to myfelf. 

The happinefs of fuch a foul can never he 
comprehended without experience ! Tliofe wlio 
die in being employed in thus helping their neigh- 
bour, die in the fupreme felicity, though loaden 
widi exterior croffes. 

When it pleafed Goo to honour me with his 
miffion, he fhewedme that the true father in Jesus 
Christ, the Apoftolic Paftor, ought like him 
to fuftet for men, to bear their infirmities, and 
to he cloathed with their very weaknefles. 
He inclines the heart to what he demands, im- 
printing on it words hke thefe, " I was happy, 
" I poffeffed glory, I was God ; But I quitted it 
" all and fubjetted myfelf to pain, contempt 
' " ignominy and punifhment. I became a man 
« to fave men. If thou art wilHngto finifh ■mha! 
" ii behind nf my fuffen'itg, and that I form in 
" thee an extenfion of my quality of Redeemer, 

thou 
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" thou muft corXent tolofe the happinefs thouen- 
" joyed, 10 be fubjeft to weaknefefs and mife- 
" ries, to bear the infirmities of thofe with whom 
" I (hall entruft thee, to pay their debts, and in. 
" (hort to be expofed not only to their interior 
" pangs, from whicli (.as to thyfelf ) thou haft: 
" been delivered, but to all the moft violent 
" perfeciuions. If I had continued in my private 
" life, I had never fuffercd any pcrfecution. 
" None are perfecuted but fuch as are employed 
" in the help of fouls. 

He fiicwed me that he called me not, as fome 
had thought, to gain exterior profclytes to the 
church, but fmgly to the propagation of his mvn 
<'ood fpirlt, He does not fo much defign me for 
the firft converfion of fmners, as to make thofe 
who are touched with a right defire to enter into 
perfeft converfion. Since God has been pleafed 
to beftow on me part of the Apoftolic ftate, what 
have i not fuffered ? And yet my love for thofe 
fouls, inftead of defiting to be freed from i t, has in- 
creafed in proportion to ray increafe of fuffering 
forthcm, even till their emircpurification. Then, 
the tin ion, which has often been covered with 
clouds, becomes like a clear air, every where 
penetrated with the light of the fun. As to the 
fouls which are the molt cofummate in the love 
of God, living among men, their exterior is co- 
vered with apparent weakneffefs, which (like a 
poor iliin) hide infinite trcafures from the view of 
odiers, and tend to fave them from being loft. 

Upon firft entering into the new life men find 
thcmfelves fo different from the reft of mankind, 
and think fo differently from what tliey have been 
ufcd to do, that die fauhs and errors of their 
nr.jwhbours become ' infupportable to them. The 
D d 3 fonl 
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foul is ready to cry out, I^ow Loi'd ietteji tbm thy 
fer'Oaiit depAft in peace according to thy ivord^ fcr 
miiji eyes heme Jtcn dry falvatioit. Luke ii. aj. 
But in regard to I'uch as have the painful tafk of 
conducting others, ii the fouls conducted could 
nsnetrate, acrofs their feeble outfide appearance, 
the depth of their grace, they would loolc Dn them 
\vith too liigli a telpeft, and would not die to the 
fupport which fuch a condit^t wriuld give tliem. 
if the Jews could have penetrated throtigli theexte- 
rior of Jesus Christ, commoji withotherraen, 
they never had perfecuted him, but would have 
been In a continual admiration. Tliefe perfons 
tlien are a paradox both in thdr own eyes and 
ill the e3'es of ihofe w!io behold thenr ; For they 
fee no more than a plain and liomely appearance 
in them. Celeflialwifdom flows from their heart 
and month, like a fpring of divine fap, from 
trees pregnant therewith, which communicates life 
to an infinite number of branches, though one fees 
on them only a courfe and molfy rind. Hence 
men who prefumc to judge of titefe fouls are ve- 
ry liable to err in Judgment, and, as fays the A- 
pOltle ''jnde^ \\^fijlllby dicmncrs, to dcjpje dmiini- 
m and ffciih evil of dignities, of things lehich tliey 
iiimis) mt, yindi. -u. 3. 10) the holy myfteries of 
Gob, revealed by him only to the fouls which he 
has prepared to receive them. 

Suck fouls can only fpeak and write through 
the aftual light of the prefent moment, which lafts 
no longer than it is neceilar}^ to fpeak, or write ; 
without being able to fee or think afterward on 
what they faw before, unlefs tire aftiial ligivt bere- 
ftored to them. It is like aperfon to whom one 0- 
pens a cabinet full of treafnres, who fees tliem lt> 
longasitis open, but fees nothing of tiiem when it 
islhutup again. Only the fpoufe o^ciis andnom 

Cilit- 
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caiilljiu ; and tsiben he Jljuti imie can open. Such 
a loul cares neither for honour nor wealth nor life. 
If it were n»t fo, it could not ferve other fouls in 
the whole extent of the defigns of God. 

If God retained tliefe hidden fouls in the fecret 
ofhisprcfenee, tliey would be fcreened from tire 
perfectitions of men: But how willingly would 
they faffei fire and rack for a fmglefoul ! No won- 
der if the Devil ftir up alt quarters of his domini- 
on ag.tinll; Apoftolic fouls -, he knows that fucli a 
fjtil, were it hearkened to, would dcflroy his 
empire. All exterior devotions hurt but little ; 
for he makes reprifals on the felf-lovc of (itch de- 
votions, for what they make him lofe by the regu- 
larity of tlieir obfervances -. But there is no gain for 
him to make on a foul devoted to the truth of 
Gon, and to his pure loVe ; who lets /f// be_de- 
ftroyed by the fovereign power of Gob, The 
devil cannot approach thefe fouls but at adiftance. 
The rage with which he is fired againil them has 
no bounds. To be devoted to God, one mud 
have no choice or preference of efteem for one ac- 
tion above another. People form to themfelves 
ideas, and imagine that a foul is given to God 
in Ibme particular manner : And wiien tliey fee a- 
ny thing contrary to tilofe ideas, tltey conclude 
Goo is not there, and yet it is often where he is 
molt. He fets no value on any virtue of our form- 
inff. A ftate which depends on any good, which 
is "capable of being conceived or diftinguillied, 
is a virtuous Hate, but not a divine ftate. 

The faints of tire Lord are fanftified, not like 
ndv:r faints, by the prafticc of fome virtues ; but 
by the Lord iiimfelf, and by an infinite fupple- 
nefs to every intimation of his will, even in the 
final' -fl thincts, which is tire real poffeffion of eve- 
D d 4 ry 
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ry virtue. Tliefe are faints after his mannei-, and 
not after that of men. Let there not be any vir- 
tue of holinefs for mCj but what flows from this 
fpring. Thus may I, and the children whom 
God has given me, go on from faith to faith ! 
Though the foul whidi isloft in God has an in- 
finite fupplenefs of obedience to his will, yet it is 
more particultirly attrafled toward other fouls in 
which it finds -an harmonious correfpondence, and 
on the other hand appears referved, and to have 
pain to fpcak before others, being fenfible of their 
repugnant difpofitions. One mtift judge of fouls, 
even in the childs (late, more by what God has 
done for diem than by what one fees ; for other- 
wife one would judge of them more from one's 
own ftate tlian from the flate v4iieh tliey were in. 
What feems weak inGon far furpaffes the greateft 
force in men. tt is whatcaufes the joint alliance 
of diofe feeming contraries, divine ftrength witli 
the wealinefs of a child. i68S. 

CHAP. XL 

[UpO!! her coming out of St. Mary's fire retired 
into the community of Mad, Mimmimi, kept her 
bed of a fever three months, and had an impof- 
thnme in her eye. Yet at this time fhe was accn- 
fed of goingcontimially out, holding fufpefted af- 
iemblics, together with other abominable and 
gtoundlcis fahhoods.— .In this honfe her daughter 
was married to Monf. L. Nkbdas Fmiquet cmni 
de Vmix, She removed to her daughters honfe, 
and on account of her extreme youth, lived witli 
her two years and an lialf, and even there Iter e- 
nemies wereeverforgingonc thing or other againft 
her. — She then wanted to retire quite fecretly, to 
the Bf-nedittines at Momam!-, (Iier native place) 

but 
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but it was difcovered, and friends and enemies 
jointly prevented it.) 

The family in which my daughter was mar- 
ried being of the number of Abbe Feiukii's friends, 
I had the opportunity of often feeing him at our 
houfe. We had fome converfations on the fub- 
jeftof a fpiritual life, in which he made fevera! 
objcilions to my experiences therein. I anfwered 
them with ray ufualfimplicity, which gained up- 
on him as I found. As the affair of Malinos at 
that time made a great noife, the plaineff things 
werediftrufted, and the terms ufed by myftic 
w-riters exploded, Eut I fo clearly expounded eve- 
ry thing to him, and fo fully folved all his objec- 
tions, that nobody became better convinced of 
my fentiments than he ; which has fince laid the 
foundation of that perfecution he has fnffered, as. 
his anfwers to the bifhop of Mtattx evidently fhew 
10 all tlrat have read them without prejudice. 

I NoVJ took a little private houfe, to follow the 
inclination [ had for retirement ; where I fome- 
limes had the pleaftire of feeing my family and a 
few partlcidar friends, I often went to St. Cyr. 
Certain young Ladies of that houfe having inform- 
ed Mad, Mamleneit, that they found in my con- 
verfation fomething whichattrafled tliem to God, 
ihc encouraged roe to continue my inftruftions 
to them ; and by the fine change in fome of them 
with whom before ftte had not been well pleafed, 
(he found (he had no reafon to repent it. She 
then treated me with much refpeft ; and for three 
years after, while this lafted, I received from her 
every mark of efteem and confidence. But that 
very thing afterward drew on me the mod: fe- 
teie perfecution. The free entrance I had into 
I'he houfe, and the confidence which fome young 

ladies 
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ladies of the comt, diftingillaed fortlieir rank am! 
piety, placed in mc, gave no iniall iinealinefe to 
the people M'lio had peifecuted mc, Tlie Ducc- 
tois took umbrage at it, and under pretext of the 
troubles I had had foroe years before, and of 
Qiiie'ifm which they faid was making a gieat pro^ 
grels, they engaged the Eithop of Chiirlrts, Su- 
perior of St. Cyi, to prefent to Mad. MaiiMiim 
that, by my pjirticular conduft, 1 troubled the 
order of the houfe ; and that the young women 
in it were fo attached tome, and to what I (aid 
to them, tliat tliey no longer hearkened to their 
fuperiors. ! then went no inore to St. Cyr. I 
anfwcred the young ladies, who writ to me, no 
more hut by letters imfealcd, which palTed 
ihrotigh the hands of Mad. MainUmn. 

Soon after I fellficki The phyficians, after 
trying in vain the ufnal method of cure, ordered 
me to repair to the waters of Bmrhnit. My lackey 
had been got tn give me forae poifon. After tak- 
ing it, IfulTered fuch exquilite pains that, with- 
out fpcedy fuccour, I thoiild have died in a few 
hours. The lackey immediately ran away, and I 
have ncverfcen him fince. When I was at Bttur- 
iwi, the waters which I threw up burned like Ipi- 
lits of wine. 1 liadno diotight of being poifoned, 
till the phyficians of Boiirhsii on throwing the laid 
water inlothefire, allured me of it. The waters 
had but little efi'ecl. I fnffercd for above feven 
years after it. Since that time three or four at- 
tenapts have been made to poifon me ; But God 
has preferred mc from it, through Ins mercy, and 
the prcfentimcnls which he gave r.ieoFit. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

[This Chapter contains moftly a continuation of 
the general decry, and perfceutinn that was railed 
againft her, notwithflanding the very private and 
retired life which fhe led. All being inf.ifficicnt 
to fcrecn her from calumnies and perlecutions, 
and fpeaks as follows of her ftatc.] 

— iGoD kept me at that time in fucli a difpofi^ 
tion of facrifice, that I was quite refigned to fiif- 
fer every thing, and to receive from his hand all 
that might befall me, fmce for me to offer any 
way to vindicate myfelf would be only vindicating 
the air. When tire Lord is willing to make any 
one i'uffer, he permits even themoft virtuous peo- 
ple to he rSadily blinded toward them ; and I may 
confefs that the perfecution of the wicked is but 
little, when compared vvitii that of the fervants of 
God, deceived and animated with a zeal which 
they think tight. ' Many of theft were now, by 
the artifices made ufe of, greatly impofed on in 
recfard to me. I was repreiented to them in an 
odious light, as a ftrangs creature. Since then, T 
muft, oh my Lord, be confyriilable to thee, to 
pleafe thee -, I fet more value on my hti.miJiation, 
and on iceing myfelf condemned of every body, 
than if I fiw myfelf on the lummit of honour in 
the world. How often lave I Ciid, ei-en in the 
bitternefs of my heart, that I Ifionld be more a-_ 
fraidofone reproach of my confcience, than of 
the outcry and condernnation of all men 1 

CHAP. XIII. 

[Mcr firftacqtiaiiitancitwiih thcF.ilhopofilfM«,v, 
to whom Ihc is introdi'.ced by her intimate filend 
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the Duke of Chevreufi. She gives him the fore- 
, going Hiftory of her Life, iind he confeflfes ; " that 
" he had found therein fuch an iinftian as he had 
" rarely done in other books, and that he had 
" fpent three days in reading it, with an impref- 
" hon of the prelence of Goc on his mind all that 
" time.** 

[She propofes to the Eifhop to examine all her 
■writings, which he takes four or five months to 
do, and then advances all his objeftions ; to which 
Ihe gives anfwers, but from his unacqiiaintance 
with the interior paths, flie cannot clear tip all the 
difficulties which he finds in tliem.j 

c i-i A p xr\'. 

[Tile beginning of this Qiapter contains only 
a continuation of die objeflions, which the Bifhop 
pretended to find with her writings, and goes on 
thus:] 

By looking into the Ecclehaftical hiflorii-s for 
ages pall, we may lee diat Gon hath fometimcs 
made ufe of kyir.cn, and of women, to inftrtiCl, 
edify, and help fouls in their progrefs to per- 
fedion : And I think one of the reafons of God 's 
afting thus, is that glory may not be afcribed to 
any, but to hiiiilelf alone. For this purpofe, 
le hai chofiii thi iveu/i Ibiags of this inorld, ti tmi- 
found f^hh its me mi^bly. Cor. i. 27. 

Jealous of die attributes which men pay to 
other men, \\liich are only due to himfelf, he 
ha,5 made a paradox of fuch perfons, that he alone 
may have the glory of his own works. I pray 
God with my whole heart fooner to cruHimeut- 
tcrlv, with the muil dreadful deftrudion, than to 

fuffer 
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fiiffer me to take the lead: honour to rayfelf, of 
any thing which he has been pleafed to do by me 
foe the good of others. I am only a poor no- 
THIUG. God is all powerful, He delights to ope- 
rate, and exercife his power by mere nothings. 

The firft time that I wrote a hiftory of 
myfelf it was very fhort. In it I had particula- 
rized my faults and fins, and faid little of die fa- 
vours of God , I was ordered to burn it to write 
another, and in it to omit nothing, any way re- 
markable that had befallen nie. 1 did it. It is 
a crime to publilh thefecrcts of the King ; but it 
is a good thing to declare die favours of the Lord 
our God and to magnify his mercies the more 
by the meannefs of the fubjedt on which he con- 
fers them. If herein I have failed, the fire will 
try and purify it all. When I firfl: gave myfelf 
to the Lord it was without arjy referve : And for 
every tiling of mine, which I only did out of obe- 
dience, I am content with whatever may be per- 
mitted, or ordained, as beft in the cafe. It is 
my confoIationthatGoD is not Icfs great, perfect 
or happy, for any miftakes or errors of mine. 
My foul can do nothing elfe but love him, and re- 
pofe itfelf in his love, It feems that what pro- 
ceeds from me flows from that foiuce : And lince 
as mamas arc led by the Sfirit s/Gon are the chil- 
di-enofGoT}, an humble hope attends me that I 
appertain to his family, 

CHAP. XV. 

[The general outcry encrcafcs. Mad. Muiide- 
noft is gained over, and becomes prejudiced a- 
gainft her. She writes to her by the Duke of Bea.«- 
villiirs, and rcquefts an appoititment of perfons 
to examine into her Life and Dottrine, ofFering 

to 
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to retire into any prifon, tili fully exculpated.-— 
But lier propofal is rejected. — Mon£ Foiiqust, one 
of licr moll intimate friends and rdfitions dies ; Ire 
had been lier fteady and conllam fupport. Slie 
feels the lofs, but rejoices in his felicity, for !ie 
hjjd been a true fervant of God.] 

Eking now determined to retire out of tlie 
way of giving offence to any, I wrote to fonie of 
ray friends, and bade them a laft farewel ; not 
knowing whcclier I were to be carried off by the 
indifpoiiiion which I tlien laboured under, which 
had been a conftant fever for forty days pait, or 
to recover from it. I wrote further, *' That I 
** prayed (jod to Hnifhin them the good work he 
" had begun , that, if I had contributed any 
" good to them by his grace, he would not be 
" unmindful to pi-eferve in tliem that which was 
" his ownj \\'£, the renunciation of themfeives, 
^* to bear the crofs, to follow Jesus Christ 
" with hearts filled with his pure love ; that they 
" might judge it was for them, and not for my- 
'* felf, that 1 deprived myfelf of all commerce 
'^ widi them, by whom I had often been much 
" edified; but now, if I ftayed, I might hurt 
" them without defigning it, and be an occafion 
" of trouble and fcandal to them ; that I there- 
" fore defired tlrcin to look upoij {Tie ^s E^ thing 
" forgoKen," 

[She writ them a long letter; mentioning in ir 
her particular enemies, one of whom is the Curate 
of VerfaUks, who had formerly profeffed a high 
eiteem for her, vifited her often, declared ] lis (isn- 
timents were the fame with hers ; but (jf late lie 
had imagined, that lire had drawn away the 
Countefsof G. and tlie Dutcliefs of M. from under 
his direftion. Hereupon llie writ^'s, " VVlien 

" thefe 
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'■ thefe ladies and others were in the vani- 

*' ties of the world, when they patched and 

" painted, and fome of them were in the way to 

" ruin their families by gaming, and profufioii 
" of expence indrcls, nobody arofe to fay any 

*' thing againft it, diey wcreqiiiedy I'nffered to do 

" it. When they have broke off from all this, 

'' then they cry out againft me, as if I had ruined 

" them. Had I drawn them from piety into 

*' luxury, tliey would not make fuch an outcry, 

" The Dutcheft of M, at her giving lierfelf up to 

" God, thought lierfelf obliged to quit the Court 

" which was to her lite a dangerous rock, in or- 

*^ der to beflow her time on the education of her 

'^ childern and the care of her family, wiiich tilt 

" tlien Ihc had negle6led. 1 befecch ) on there- 

f' fore to gather all the irremorials you can againft 

" me ; And if I am found guilty of the things 

" they acciife me of, I ought to be pimifired 

" more than any other, fmce God lias brought 

'' me to know him and love him, and i am well 

f' aflaired that there is no communion betwixt 

" Christ and BiiLi AL." 

IsRKT them at tlie Hunc time my two little 
printed liooks, with my coinmentariesonthe Holy 
.icriptiucs. 1 alfo, by their order, fet about a 
work 10 facilitate their examination, and to fpare 
them as nnich time and trouble as I cotild, which 
was to colleft i* great number of paffages out of 
approyed niyftic writers, which fliewed the con- 
formity oL my writings with thofe ufed by tlw-. 
hoU- penmen, ft was a large work. I cau(i:cl 
ihtm m be tranfcribed by the quire, a.i T had writ 
liieni, in order to fend them to tile three commit"- 
fioner."".. J alfo, asoccalionpreleniedj cleared upthe 
dubious and obfcure places ; for, as I had writ 
them, at a time when the affairs cf Mrihnsi had 



433 THE LIFE OF 
not broke out, I iifed the Icfs precaution in es- 
prefling my thoughts, not imagining that they 
vvould ever be tnrned into an evil (cnfe. This 
work was ^nuAei the Jnjlificatmis \ it was com- 
pofed in fifty days, and appeared to be very fufli- 
cient to dear up the matter. But the Bifhop of 
Jl'Teaiix would never fiiffer it to be read". 

CHAP. XVIII. 

AFTER all the examinations, and making 
nothing out againfl: me, who would not 
have thought but tliey would liave left me to reft 
in peace > But quite otherwife, the more my in- 
nocence appeared, the more did tliey, who had 
undertaken to render rae criminal, put every fpring 
in motion to efTeft it. I offered the Eifliop of 
Mennx to go to fpcnd forrje time in any commu- 
nity within his diocefe, that he might be better 
acquainted with me. He propofed to me that of 
St. Mary de Mmitx, which I accepted, but in go- 
ing thither in the depth of winter I had like to have 
perifhed in the fnoWj being (lopt fourhours, the 
coach having entered into it, and being almofl 
buried in it, in a deep hollow. I was drawn out 
at the coach door with one maid. We fat upon 
the fnow, lefigned to the mercy of Go D , and ex- 
pefljng nothing but death. I never had more 
tranquillity of mind, though chilled and foaked 
with the (now, wliich rtLelted on us. Occafions 
Hke thefe are fucli as fhew whether we are per- 
feGly refjgned to God or not. This poor girl and 
I were eafy in our minds, in a ftate of entire re- 
fignation, though fure of dying if we paffed the 
night there, and feeing no likcliliood of any com- 

* It lias fiiice been primed in tlnte vols, fmall Svn. 

ing 
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ing to ourfuccour. At lengtli fome waggoner.5 
came up, who with difficulty drew us through the 
fnow. 

The Bifliop, when he heard of it, was allo- 
n.ifhed, and had no little felf-complacency to 
think that I had thus rifqued ray life to obey him 
in punftually ; And yet afterwards lie gave all 
th is the names of artifice and hy f aerify. Thus men 
wiin look at the tree, with an evil eye, account 
its fruits to be all evil. It is a flrange hypocrify 
which endures through one's whole life, and which 
far from bringing with it any advantage in this 
world, caufes only croffes, calumnies, poverty, 
perfecutions and every kind of affliftions. I think 
one never has feen any hypocrify like this. There 
are only two objedls which hypocrites have in 
view i either to lein the ejicem of wen or to make a 
for turn. I am certainly a bad hypocrite, and have 
learned the trade badly. I take God to witnefs, 
that if to be Emprcfs of the whole earth, and ca- 
nonijcd while living, I rauft have gone through 
wliat I have done, (which was with the lingle view 
of being devoted to God without any rcferve,) I 
wo;iIJ rather have b.-gged my bread, and died as 
a criminal. Thus I render teilimony for my- 
feifin theptefence of God. " That I have not 
" defited to picafe any but him alone ; that I hare 
" fought Inm only for himfelf; and that I dread 
" every felfilh intereft of my own worfe than 
" death ; that fo long a feries of perfecutions, 
" which in all likehhood will laft as long as my 
" life, has never made me change feutiment, 
" nor repent of having given mylelf vdioUy to 
" him, and of having left all for him." 

There were times indeed when I found nature 

overcharged : But tlie love of Goo and his grace 

E e rendered 
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rendered fweet ta rac the very worit of bitters. 
His invirible hand fiipported me. Elfe I had fiiiib 
under fo many probations. Somctinits I faid to 
myfclf, Jill by waves mid thy hUl'rai are gone over 
llK. Pfal. xlii. 7. JVwf buji bent thy bvm and Jet 
we as a nuirk for the arrow, Thm baft cmifed nil 
I be arrows of thy quiver to enter into my reins. Lam. 
ill. 12. i^. !t feemed to me as if evei7 one 
thought he was in the right to treat me ill, and 
rendered lervicc to God in doing it, I then com- 
prehended that it was the very manner in which 
Testis Christ fuffered. He vias numbered ■with 
'tU trasfgreffon. Mark xv. 28. He was con- 
demned by the fovercign pontiff, chief priefts, 
doftora of the law, and judges deputed by die 
Romans, who vahied themfelveson doing juilice, 
Happy they who by ftiffcring for the will of God 
under all tlie like circitmftances, have fo near a 
relation to the fufterings of Jesds Christ ! 

For fix weelcs after my arrival at Meatix, I wa.5 
in a continual fever, nor had I recovered from my 
indifpofition, when I was watted on by the Bifhop, 
who would fain have compelled me to give it un- 
der my hand, that I did not believe the Word 
Incarnate, (orCnRfsT manifeft in the flefh.) I 
a.nfwered him, " that thro' the grace of Goo, I 
" knew how to fiiffer, even to death, but not how 
" to fign fueh fallehoods." Several of the Nuns 
who overheard this eonvcrfation, and perceiving 
the fentimcnts of the Bilfiop, they joined with the 
Priorefs, in giving a tcftimonial, not only of my 
good condud:, but of their belief in the fonndnefs 
of my faith. 

CHAP. XIX. 

[The Bifhop of Menus, in fome days after, 
brings her a confe.lion of fiiith, and a hdjmiilion 

ol 
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ofher books to the church, tlsat file may fign il, 
promifing to give her a ceriificatc, wliich he had 
p^'i-pared ; but on her dehvering lilm her fubmif- 
lion figned, he, notwithftanding his promifc, re- 
filled to give the certificate. In fome time after, 
hs endeavoured to make her fign his paHoral let- 
ter, and t^cknon'ledg? jhe had fallen into tliofe er- 
rors, v/iiich he there lays to her charge, and made 
many demands of her of the like abfiird and uii- 
reafonabb nature, threatening her with thofe per- 
fecutions flic afterwards endured in cafe of non- 
eoi' pltance. However flic continued refolute, in 
reftifmg to put her name to falfclioods. At length, 
after fhe had remained about fix months at JS/ktmx, 
he gave her the certificate : but finding Mad. 
Muintemn difapproved of tlie certificate he had 
granted, he wanted to give her another in lien of 
it. Her refufil to deliver up the firfl certificate 
enraged the Bitliop, and as flie underftoad tliey 
intended to pulh matters witi) the utmoit violence, 
Ihe fays, " I thought, tho' I were rcfigned to 
" whatever might I'all out, yet I ought to take 
" prudent meafures to avoid the threateninij 
" ftorm." Many places of retr;at were off'ci'- 
ed me ; but I was not free in my mind to accept 
of any, not to embarafs any body, nor involve 
in trouble my friends and my faniilj', to whom 
they might attribute my efcape. I took the rcfo- 
lution of continuing in Paris, of living there in 
fome private piace\\ith my maids, wlio were tnif- 
ty smd hire, and in general to hide myfelffrom 
the view of tlie world. I continued thus for above 
five or fix months. I palfed the day all alone in 
reading, in praying to God, and in woricing. 
But the a^th of December 1695, I was arrcfbed, 
tho' -exceedingly indifpofcd at that time, and 
condutled to Vincemies. I was three days in the 
E c a cuftody 
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cnftody nF Motif, ies Grsz, who had arfefted me ; 
becaufe the King would not confent to my being 
put into prifon ; faying feveral times over, that a 
Convent 'u>aj fiipaent . They deceived hisjuHioe 
by ftiU llrongcr cahimnies. They painted me in 
his eyes in colours (a black, that they made him 
fcriiple his goodncfsand equity. He then confent- 
ed to my being taken to Fincenws. 

C H A P. XX, 



I SHALL not fpeak of that long perfectitiori, 
v/hiclihas made fo much noifCj for a feiies of 
ten years imprifonments, in all forts of prifons, 
and of a banifiimcnt almofi: as long, and not yet 
ended, throngh crolfes, calumnies and all imagina- 
ble forts of fufferings. There are fails too odious 
on the parts of divers perfons, which charity 
induces me to cover; And it is in this fenfe that 
charity coven a nmhitnds of fms. ! Pet, iv. 8, 
And there are others on the part of thofe wlio, 
having been feduced by iU-difpofed perfons, are 
yet reipeftcd by me for their piety and other 
reafons, though they have fhewed a zeal too bit- 
ter for things of which they had no true knowledge. 
The one (bit I pafs over in filence out of refpeit, 
and the odicr out of charity. What I have tu 
fay is, tliat from fo long a train of croiTes, v/itli 
which ray life has been filled, one may judge that 
the greaieft v/ere referved til! the laft ; and tlrat 
God wliO; through an effeifl of his goodncfs, did 
not rejeft me, had no mind to leave the end of 
my life without a greater conformity^ tojcsn.'; 
Christ. He was arraie;nEd before all ibrts ol 
Tribunals. He has done me the favour to be fo 
too, He fuffered the mod violent outrages with- 
out complaining. He has conferred nn me the 
mercy of doing the f.irae. How could I do oihef- 

wife 
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wife in the view he gave me of his love and his 
goodnefs I In thisrcfemblanceofmy Saviour I re- 
garded as favours, what the world looks upon as 
llrange perfectuions. The peace and joy I had 
within hindered me from feeing the moll violent 
perfeeutors, otherwiie than as inilruments of the 
juftice of my God, which has ever been to me fo 
adorable and fo amiable. I was tlien in prifon a.s 
in a place of delight and refrelhment, this general 
privation of all creatures giving me more room to 
be alone with God. Thus I regarded all thofe 
great apparent evils, and that univerfal decry, as 
the greateft of all benefits, I looked upon it as 
the work of the hand of Goq , who was pleafed to 
ccrjer his taheriiack ixith the Jktns ofheajis, to hide 
it from the eyes of thofe to whom he would not 
have it raanifefted. 



I HAVE born long and fore languifhings, op- 
prellive and painful maladie.s without relief. I 
have been alio inwardly under great defolations 
for fevcral months, in fnch fort that I could only 
fay thefc words, " My God, My God, why hail 
** thou forfaken me ?" All creatures feemed to be 
againft me. I then put myfelf on the fide of God, 
and of the creatures, againft myfelf How could 
I complain of what 1 fuffered, with a love fo clear- 
from all felf-intereft ? Should I now intereil myfelf 
for myfelf, after having made fo entire a facrifice 
of whatever regards this /'If? No. I therefore 
chufe rather to confecrate all thofe fufferings by 
filenc?. 

1 H A V E defended my innocence with enough 
of cotu'age and firmnefs, not to leave any doubt itf 
the falfehood of the calumnies cait on perfons whofe 
prayer is fervent and love fincere. The fpceches 
of their flanderers are rafh, and contrary to every 
fort of trti:h and juftice ; And yet the heart, 
E e 3 -which, 
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v/hicli loves God, whofs confcience reproaches it 
with nothing, even from hence gains [in increife 
of ftrength and of happinefs. PorJcaitioii is 
a weiglit which always finks and phingjs th' Cuil 
into God. Uliat matters if if all creatures are 
>incl!aiiied agairift that foul, when it is all alone in 
fweet communion widi its God, and gives liim 
folid teftiraoniesof its love > So, fmce ihcre is no 
other way of cellifiing to God that we love him, 
than in bearing iicavy fuftcrings for his love, we 
are infinitely indebted to him when lie gives iis the 
means of doing it. 

Perhaps ft-nie will hefnrpriftdat my refnfing 
to give the detail of the greaiefh and ftrong.'ft crof- 
fes'of my life, after I have related thofe wiiich 
were lefs. I thought it proper to tell foniething 
of the crolTesof my youth, to Ihew the crucifying 
coiidufl which God held over me. I dioiiglit my- 
felfalfo obliged to relate certain facts, tn nianifjit 
their falfchood, the condiiift of thofe by whom 
they had pafled, and i!ic authors of ihofe perf.*cu^ 
tions of which I have been only the accidental ob- 
ietl, as I was only perfecuted, in order to involve 
therein perfons of great merit; whom, being out 
of their reach by themfelves, they therefore could 
not perfonally attack, but by confounding their 
affairs with mine. I thoirght I owed it to rcligicn, 
piety, my friends, my family and inyfclf, 

Whii-e I was prifoncr at Fiticanus, and Monr 
fieitr Bi La Reiiie examined me, I paffcd my time 
in great peace, content to pafs the reft of my life 
there, if fiich were the will of God. I fang longs 
of joy, which the maid who (erved me learned by 
heart, as fall as I made them ; And we together 
langthy praifcs, oh my Ciod! The itoncs of ray 

prilbn 
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prifon looked in my eyes like rubies. _ I efteemed 
them more than all the gaudy brilliancies of a vain 
world. My heart was full of that joy which thou 
giveft to them who love thee, in the midft of their 
greateft croffes. ^ 

This peace was wotmded, for a ihortfpace, 
by an infidelity which I fell into. It was in pre- 
meditating one day on what anfwers 1 (hoiild make 
at an exainination which was to be the next day, 
I anfwercd badly. God , who had fo often cauf- 
ed me to anfwer difticiilt and perplexed queftions, 
with much facillt) andprefence of mind, punifh- 
ed me now, even by Hopping me Ifiort on eafy 
matters with confiifion. It ferved to llicw irie the 
inutihtyof our arguments on fuch oceafions, and 
the fafety of tnilVing in God. They who depend 
on human reafon fay, " it is neceHary to look 
" before us, and to make our preparations ; that 
" it is to tempt God , and expeft miracles to ai;^ 
" otherwifc." I leave others to think what they 
will. As to me, 1 find no fafety but in refigning 
myfelf to God. All fcripture abounds with texts 
enforcing fuch a refignation. 

When tilings were carried to die greateft extre- 
mities, being then in the Bafiile, I faid to thee, 
oh niy God, " if thou art pleafed to render me a 
" n?.vi J'petlnck SiMCnand angeli, thy holy will be 
" done I All I afk is that thou wilt fave thine, fo 
" that neither frincipalities, nw power !, nor the 
" f'ii'r.rd, mny ever fefarate thm frcin tlx pure hv,- 
" 'ill Jesus Christ. As for m.c, what matters 
" it what men think of mie, or make me fuffcr, 
" fince they cannot feparate me from thee ? 
" Were I to pleafe all men and difpltale thee, 
" wretched v, oiild be the confetjuence. Let all 
E e 4 " men 
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^ men then defpife and hate me, fo I ma)' but 
^ be agreeable to thee. Their ftrokes will polifh 
' what may be defeflive in me, that I may be 
" prefentcd to him for whom Idle daily." ifiiw 
all men united as it vvere to fiirprize and to tor- 
ment me, all the ftibtiliy of wit employed for it, 
by people who had abundance of it ; and pout me 
alone without (hccour, fomctimcs alio feeling the 
heavy hand of Goo upon me, who feemed to a- 
bandon me to myfelf, and to my own obrcutity ; 
all my own viracity having been fo long mortified, 
having laboured ail my life long to fnbmit myfelf 
to Jeeu s Christ, and ray reafon to bis condiift, 
I voluntarily nndetwent, as long asmy health per- 
mitted it, very rigotirous faftingB find auftere pe- 
nances ; But all this looked only like the burning of 
ftraw. One moment of the exercifesof God is of 
a thoiifand times more efficacy than all that we 
can infim upon our felves. 

[Before I enter on her concliifive Chapter, it 
may be proper to exliibit a view of her poetry. 

In her long imprifonment, flie compofed, as 
fhe has informed tis, many Hymns ; with Poems 
on all forts of (pi ritual Subjeifls, filling five odla- 
vo volumes. Her poetic vein was free, flowing 
with warm devotion and gratitude. Specimens 
thereof have already been exhibited in feveral 
Tranilations, but in a manner inadequate both to 
the fubjed and to her compofitions.] 
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M. GU ION'S Poems 

C A N T I QJU E I. 



I. 

^^'K.'B.V.kT Gon 
M r* )^ iiere at eafe, 
K ^ Thee fingly to 
>(yQi.Jii Pleifc. 

i tiiigalhhe IcnRtJloftlie 
davi 
Shut lip in a ca^c. 
Yet ilielter'd from rag^e : 
Oh Jiilen and fmlle on the 
lay! 

il. 
Prom Torrow rdeas'd. 
With fokce increas'd, 
The bars of my prilbn I 
love : 
All toil here untry\i, 
All wants well i'lipply'd, 
I am biefT: and enrich'd 
trom above. 
HI. 
What if aliens arc prone 
To dcfpife as unknown, 
A language in heav'n un- 
der Hood J 
'Tia a feafi: to i\-\& tafle 
Of the foul ihat U ch-A^iiif 
As it flows from the foun- 
tain of good, 
IV. 
Tho* my foes haive com- 
bined. 
And nij body tonfin'd. 
Yet- my fuul is with li- 
beirty bleli ; 



I am humbly content, 
Witii whatever isfent , 
Fori know that thy pica- 
lure is beft, 
V. 
O pleafure divine. 
All excellence thine; 
And thee will I love and 
adore : 
The more pjerciiigmypain 
TJie more fieedom I gain. 
And of every choice blef- 
Hng the more. 
VL 
Accept then, I pray. 
The tribute I pay. 

I fing, as a bird full of 

Vivacious, espos'd. 
In a cggc when inclosMj 
His warbling effufions 
employ. 

Vlf. 
Grant my hymns utter'd 

here. 
Melodious tochear, 

T^o* tenderer and fpfter 
than fine : 
And the ftren^thevcr deign 
Of my life to fuftain, 
Ofthat durable life TV liich 
is thine. 

Vilf. 
Thy wondrous defence 
Makes a qeli fei ni immcnfc, 
it 
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It (lids fopeculiar a grace 
Such a plEafure iiboimds, 
Such a glory riirrrairnis, 
And thejoysofthj king- 
dom embrace. 

EX. jl 
All my foes ' behold!^ 
All the ftout and the bold, 
Perplexine; their hearts 
with their pain; 
Confounded. — 1 fee, 
While happily free. 

How they vent all rhelr 
furies in vain ! 

C A N T I CLU E II. 

Addrejfed to hr Dimv^cw, 

. LovM folitude. 



o 



Wht 



rs 



h.ipp: 
greets t, 
And notfiing that's rude 
Embitters her fwects ; 
Where all the long day 
Is a banquet divine ! 
Can torments aliay 
Such aflfectjon as mine 
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n. 

No, wekometo ^ovc, 

My pains are delights ; 
Nu torture can move. 

No (error affrights. 
Let 'tmfmite with a fpear. 

Or pierce ^vith a dart, 
The worft they can rear 

The vvifh ot my heart. 
IIL 
ImmurM in a tort. 

My fole exercilc, 
While without a fLtpport, 

Is my love and my figlis ; 
For mecknels in harms 

My glory will prove ; 
And Sovereign Charms 

Should luve Sovereign 
love. 

IV. 
Let cnefailhi^ul endure. 

As my hifFerings, I find. 
The pleafure procure^ 

Which reigns in my mind 
As Got, fronionhighj 

Ch:inges what would an- 
noy ; 
And deigns tofupply 

StrengUi, patience and 
Joy. 



CANT 



M 



I CL y E HI. 
I. 

Y deareft Froteflor, fee how they detain 
My life in a dungeon ; Yet let mc rem.-iln 



While fuch is tliy pleafurc ; For belter no doubt 
in a brrfm with thee than a paldcc without ! 
II. _ 

Nn thought in my heart dare, to lift up its head. 
But the thought which to love and to fcrve thee Is led. 
TIL 
I wirti'd to be thir.c from my tendered age : 
No lovers beCdc haye I fuudit to engage. 
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No llender fupports of the loftiell' reeds, 

Ko Iruft in their words, and no hope in their deeds. 

r\'. 

In every probation tc th.co riie recoilrfo 
Of my Soul, in thy gr:\ee iii its onUy;elburce. 
What elle can I do, fo furroundq^Bjh frMS, 
But fly to thy goodnefs which heaHB my woes ? 
V. 

When my hair fliall mvx wiiite, and infirmities iliake 
Tliis old Ihaiter'd fabriek thou wilt not I'orfafce, 
VI. 

Love perfeft and pure goes farther than thmiyht; 
None tnoivs, till he proves it, how dear 'twill be bought. 
Yet 'tis well worth its price, and a thonflnd times more, 
Since if brings us to Heav'n when our lahours are o'er. 



Thi four following pieces are exfrafled from many 
of her's promifcuouHy taken. Tii^ two firll dve a 
brief review of ibme of the tbrnrer part of her iifcT The 
third, of the excellencies of divine love. The fourth, 
of her unlvcrfal concern for mankind 

!.' 
r. III. 

PERMIT mc, my G o!> What (landers and lies 
For thy bounty be- Ran around in dlfgoife, 
'^fw'd To make odious the 



I'o render oblations of 
pr.tife ; 

gracious to grant 

The fupplies of each want. 
And to higSi reftgation to 
raife ! 

II. 
To hlafl with the wind 
What malice defigrt'd ; 
To nil with the fervour 
of love ! 
Its dlitcoTi.H How, 

1 joyfully know. 

The Loi-d of my life will 
approve. 



iound of my name ; 
And, as far as they durft. 
To proctire me the worfl, 
Tho' juiltlcfs qi fufferinj 
and (liame r 
IV. 
Til) wave upon wave 
Threaten'd death and a 
grave, 
In the fathomkfs depth 
ol tile flood : 
So refolv'd in their will ! 
They had meant it for ill j 
But thy pleafure. has 
tui-n\l it to jjood. 

For 
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V. 
For here J O my God, 
What a grateful alxnle I 
An afyium of boui^dlefi 
delight [ ^ 

I rejoice in my ftat^J 
Tho' my lodging fi^ait^ 
Having nothing but thee 
in my fight, 

Let the winds roar aboui: • 
IjEt the ftorms ragcoujf^m/ 
All 'Viiih'tn is ib calm find 
ferene ! 
Not a cumberfome care, 
Not a triHing affair. 

Interrupting the peace of 
the Icene! 

vn. 

If events then arile. 
Or deicend from the ikies. 
On thee let me finely de- 
pend. 
Fromthewindandthewavc 
Thou art mighty tofave^ 
And a calm, and a. iun- 
ihine to fend. 

vin. 

Human wifdorrj and pride, 
Fling your glories afide. 
Nor feduce with your 
fparks jn the night. 
Ye fo Hily deceive. 
That men fancy they're 
brave. 
And rcfufc to thtir Au- 
thor his ridit, 
IX 
Ye provoke with your 

flames 
Into furioiLsaims, 

Till wrath in confufion 
expire?. 
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"While favoured x^J-ith light, 
Whichwou'd lead them n- 
right. 
How they clafh in their 
cniug dcfires I 
X. 
O ye carnally wife, 
Who deride and defpife 
All your fenfe what im- 
mcnicly tranfcends I 
What in fecret is fenl'd. 
Yet to babes is reveai'd. 
No critical wit compre- 
hends. 

X\. 
In time then apply, 
Tins wifdom to buy ; 

Your Wills to your Au^ 
thor's redsfn. 
Be humble andjullj 
Upright in each truft, 
And in mercy and purity 
ihine. 

XII. 
Then ineffable gains 
Willrefult from your pains, 
Andji the gates of his 
kingdom unbarr'd, 
TJie celeftial King, 
In his bounty, will bring 
To the joys of an endkfs 
reward. 

11. 



OLovE ever true. 
Ever ancient and new 
How thy favours un- 
bounded .^ma'/e ! 
How grace fram tsn high. 
Like an angel of joy, 
AJI ariiund me thy glory 
difplays I 

'Tis 
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JI 

"Tis the ceafclcfs delight 

Of my foul to recite 

The {how'rs of thy love 
as they flow. 

My AL,^ is in thee ; 

And KOTHING to me 

Are the chnrnis of the na- 
tions beloxv 

in. 

Tliy prcfence infplres, 
And crowns my defires. 
Oh fill all my foul with 
thy love I 
My Guardian and Guide 
When tempted and try'd ! 
Let our union eternally 
move. 

IV. 
To my foul, to my fight. 
All is fwee.t, all is bright : 
For thy pieafure all na- 
ture obeys. 
Here I trace all chy truth. 
From my tendcieft youth. 
Thro' the fcenesof my ejir-^ 
liell: days. 
V. 
My forces had failM, 
By ficknefs alfail'd , 

Yet health from thy hand 
I regain'd. 
When weigh'd to t he ground 
With crofles around, 
Thy hand, Itiil attentive iuf^ 
tahiM. 



O N. 
VL 

The tempeil and tide 
With perils have ply'd. 
Amid the loud threats of 
the feas j 
The^l^hts over floods, 
Thc^^Rjcrs in woods j 
YeFmy heart was un- 
mov'd and at eafe. 
Vli 
When of fiends andoffaes 
Rude legions arofc. 
To fliock me withdireful 
difmay ; 
Full of faith, void of fear, 
I repell*d their career, 
Thro'^ the force of thy 
fovereign fway. 
VIIL 
What can anger cr pride ? 
Having thee on my fide. 
Their efforts abortive re- 
bound, 
The plots and the fchemes 
Wild phantoms and dreams? 
The hearts of their au* 
thors they wound. 
IX. 
How in envy combined. 
In their errors how blind, 
With the tendereft com* 
paflTion I view. 
Their labour employ'd. 
In thy favour enjoy'd^ 
My warmefl of wllhes 
purine. 



HI. 

On tlK EXCELLENCIES of DIVINE LOVE. 

WHEN Affe£tion abounds thjt is perfeft and pure. 
No ttin-ors alarm, and no vices allure. 
The foul, then exakcd, all goodiieis piiriues ; 
For honours immortal engrofa all her views. 

The 
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Then HoIidTng her ireecloin» her parity bo-jght, 
Tb' Internals are vex^d at their viftiin iinciiught-, 

Whal: ftrains can this perfeft affeCtioti declare ? 
What objects a[R'inble with it to compare } 
'lis thericheftof trealures, the brl9;hteft of gems; 
AH thrones It oatJliuJ| :ii! the workr^ diadems, 
^Tis the nobLH '^f^^K* as aicendin^ k Uioots 
From the true piou^Rart, lull nl'tscdlcnE fruits. 
From the I'mitlleil: of feeds it will rife and will fpread 
O'er the Farth with its boughs, up to Heav'n with itslieadj 
The ftorm only touches its rind as it blows ; 
For the mnre it is pufliVUt the firmer it grows. 
So folid asid lafhing its virtues are feen. 
Its fruits ever fine, -and Its kftvcs evergreen ; 
In all agcE and climates actmir'd and renown*d. 
From the love of the HiE;hefl: they folely redound. 

'Tis the fifft and the fineft of themes ever known. 
All befide it, give way—^iO behold it alone I 
On every condition it breathes a content, 
With the blefi^'i.' rectillection of moments well fpent. 
It fweetens our bitters j it comforts our toil ; 
It mehs down the mountains, and fol'tcns the foil. 
It lifts up the vales as it levels the hills. 
Throws /■s///iir/!cdown, and with icvjUnffs fills. 
K:ich image of gold» and each idol of lead, 
As the^ fall to the groimd, hfe the hands and tJie head. 

It ftrenjTthens in A^'c^LknelSj in hcknels it heals, 
And pieafuresj rewarding, to forrows unfcrtls. 
It brightens in triads, as gold, when rcfinM, 
The drofsin the furnace when leaving behind. 
It baffles all Malice, and balks her intent. 
Full hitppincs flowing where mifery was meant! 
Tlie Pris'ncr, exulting, the wonder proclaims ; 
And l\'lartyrs, with fongs, in the midfl of the flames. 

Tokindnd's stpproaching it opens a door, 
SupplyintC ^11 wants, and enriching the poor : 
The glorVnf countriesj the beauty of towns \ 
Fromcroffes qultt- trtms'ent, to permanent crc-wns. 
The coward turns fearlcfs of Uvords and of feas \ 
Aodmortak, ^iSoinfli'd, works wonders with eafe. 
Fffefts of thy goodnefs, O Sov*reigx Divtke! 
Ail the powers'in the world are as nothing to thine. 

Each rifingdefire in tlic heart is dcnyM, 
Which teads from thy kingdom to tura/V afidc. 

The 
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The read)' fiipprenion attraSs thy regards ; 
And fweetarethe foretafles of fatare rewards ; 
The htindrsd-fold promised to them who rcfign 
AS! the charms they delight in, and chufe to be thine, 

Ambition and Av'rice and Envy and Lull, 
An army of GJants, are Ikctch'i^i^t: dull:. 
The mighty Goliah's, who ^^^on the plain, 
By thelwnds of thyilriplings ar^Rtlily {lain. 
Proud SELF is sn ajhes abiis^d^ and abhorred. 
And only the Maker of all things ador'd, 

To tliee then adhering, wherever they go. 
With how virtuous ardor thy votaries glow ? 
Tho' rocks in the rond, or iho' defarts are found, 
HarmcniOHs appears the creation around. 
All nature looks chearful, if foul or if fair. 
New fragrance diffiifing throughoul: the mild air. 
The joy that's iu//^i« iffues forth in their views. 
And paradife, pacing ail objeQs, renews. 

Shou'd webuy itwithfufftring, andloffes ofaU 
T^e /lacks in the field , and the herds inlhej^all. 
With vollies of ftander our charaSers torn. 
Or fierce perfccutions incefflmtly born, 
The purchafe were cheap, fince alone it procures 
A filnefs for blifs which tor ever endures. 



IV. 



o 



my Sov'reign engage 
Every nation and 



To lay hold of thy prof- 
fers of aid ; 
The motions ot fin 
To ftifle within, 

In virtues iinfpottcd -u- 
ray'd I 
il. 
Happy charge oftbe times, 
Over agc,^ and climes^ 
While o'er 'cm thy k:n 
daily lliincs : 
From each crime, and 

each luft. 
Ever nure, ever juft, 



And ennobled in all their 
dcHgns I 

III. 
The fiiult is not thine. 
If the ftnnec decline 

To walk in the way that 
is right J 
So clear thou hafl fhew'd. 
So courted and ^voo'd 
HisrcLtirij to the rays of 
thy li^ht f 
, .IV. 
But it grieves to furvey 
Such a iatal decay 

Of the life of true hea* 
vcnly birth 

Ho%v 
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Hew its beauties are foil'd. 


And thy ' mercies tijey 


And its fortitude foil*d. 


thankiully prize. 


• Wide over the face of 


TX. 


the earth 1 


Thy word to falfilh 


V. 


To conform to thy wiU, 


Ah the treadieronsj|te 


The permanent mark of 


Of pcnfbiiig toys ;4|^B 


the mind \ 


Of treafurcs 3 b^^Wi a- 


With thee they converfe, 


bufe ? 


And rejoice to rehearfe 


Lilfe fnakea hid in flow'rs, 


Thy laws, and thy love 


Or harlots amours 


to mankind. 


Which deadlj" diftempers 


X. 


addutze ! 


When tliefe meet on higli. 


VI. 


In a lovelier Ikvj 


They plunge into woea, 


Where their SovVeign 


Which admit no repoic. 


and Saviour appears ; 


Where infolenf fpirits 


All beauties are found, 


infeft : 


All pleafures abound, 


ThdrniTrth and their wit. 


And his infinite good- 


And their fcornimg, unfit 


nefs endears. 


Tojoininthe joysofthe 


xr. 


bicll ! 


Their labours ail o'er, 


vn. 


Their troubles no more. 


"Who vices refufe, 


Triumphing in luibcim- 


And re&iuide thufc. 


prov'd, 


Can never repent of their 


What joys will thcv knowj 


thciice. 


From the founiain to (low. 


Tme freedom, aione, 


Ever loving, and ever 


True blifs is thtir own. 


belov'dl ^ 


Who hearken and follow 


XIL 


rhy voice. 


Who can ceafe to admire. 


vni. 


Sov'reign and Sire, 


Tho' fo high on thy thrtmc, 


How thy Gieatnefs and 


Tis thy joy to make known 


Goodnefs uniEe ? 


Thy ftcrcts unfeaPd, Lt> 


Then, depirv'd of his crown 


the wile. 


Bufy Sel7 isthrow^ndown. 


In affei^ion divine. 


When wc come to bc" 


As in ai-^iorij they ibine. 


hold things aright. 


• 

_ .- , . u i _^. _ 
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M. G U I O N's Experience of DIVINE 

COMMUNION, A Poem. 
Propherying that the Light of the Gofpcl fhould reach 
to, and Jpread in diilant Countries, Icp-arate Ifl^ntfe!, 
and other Hemii'phcres *. 

CHRIST to his S T O U S E. 

OTIiOii dear objeftof my fist dehghtj 
True to my laws, and" beauteous in my fight, 
Obicqiilous, chafte, effervent with the dart 
Of pure affefiion in thy conftant heart ! 
My Bride elected ! Ail thy SKLrrefign: 
For ever f;iithful to t]iy bridegroom fliinc. 
As when ihy toiis^ in prior dnys purfu'd. 
No ftspend fought, no fordid wifh allow'd. 

When in the maze of thorny paths I led. 
Or on the clifFs where briary thickets bred, 
Thycourfe was dauntlefSj while it fcem'd alone. 
And faith undevious from the path imknO\^'n. 

Pleas'd I beheld thy vigiiance and fears, 
Reliev'd thy fighs, allay'd thy gulLing tears, 
L.rOok'd on thy contlids, heard thy fupplifint ll:rain, 
And arm'd with patience in the depth cf pain. 

When death ftood threat^nln^j ftiU my S f o u s e refignM 
C^illM not mv love inconftant or unkind. 
Thy loads were pond'rous : I the burthen bleft, 
Tho* fancied diftant from thy foul diftrdL 
No placid eafe, or ^ay diverfiou fought. 
None but the fiiccoiTra ivhich my pleafure brought, 
With lenient balm I footh'd each pain and fright. 
Within thy bofono, yet without thy fight. 

'J^his tht:nthy language, '* Omydenreft SpouS!=, 
" With thee to fnffer is the lot 1 chufe. 
** For thee to labour is thy lover's fcopy : 
" Thy fraiJe her only happinefs and hope \ 
" Ail ^cms befuk it arc but void and vain: 
" 1 hey woitnd her peace, and tiiutali/ehcr pain. 
** One look ofthine [why tum'daway tho£e eyes ?) 
** Fills with new raptures, and new life fupplies." 

! faw thee Uruggling with incumbent threes, 
As to my throne thy pray'r, emergent, rofe. 

* Ff^rEisp-; the Briuitv ifii^> which have lipen highly f^Todrcd, flKif 
AincMci, and even Greenland, -wiLcrc ihc Goliicl l^ia been rullhruUy 
yr^ipi^ilei.'E, bwfafllt PATHtCT LaioVr^s* from CEri:na.n7. 
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No pow'r exterior gave internal reft. 

Or giin'd afeat and fcptrc in tby Brcaji. 

if foltly breath'd, O Witnefs of my love, 

" Looli down aufpicious, from the reaUiis above. 

" O rock of ages ! Nothing here helovir 

'< [ cravcj cnrichMilf thy conipa)tian6o\v. 

When yet Ui v^cal I faw thy \*i!ling mind 
"For till! refincmeni, whicii my grace defign'tlj 
Icall'd, " Exert tliy doubio fortitude, 
*< Nob'^iits, delicious to the fenfcs^ view'd. 
" For fnch our league : If thou'lt be wholly minej 
" Thou mull all darlings, and thyfelf, rcfjgn, 
" Cafl each warmwifll of dl thy ilifi afide, 
" And rcfl in minv ooinpletcly latiafi'd. 
" Endtirc with patience. Let noconflias tire J 
'; To /cc mf fi'owi'r be thy folcdcfire." 

What in fuch coufcious folltude I faid 
Thine car attended, and thy heart obey'd. 
My chearing voice thy irivldhope advanc'd, 
And tiK chade ardour of thy love enhaBc'd. 
Unfeen, unknov/n, thou woud'ft have inffant (ty'd. 
To give bright pledges of a faithful Bride. 
All beanly's charms in dark oblivion caught, 
Al'lelSih Interetls in the dull unfought. 
Thou cry'd. " I'm folr if faithfo! to my Lord, 
" Whole Ti'ond'roas fivourson his Spoofe arcftor'd. 

At length all murmurs on thy hps decay'd : 
All I'ell in rdent rcfignatlon laid. 
Siknce profound I It's marv'lous glow refines. 
And human wit, and wifdom, far outfliincs. 
All words arc wortf.lefs, where its beams abound. 
When mutual convene melts without a found. 

This in the v/ocds thon pad thy pleafing yoath. 
Alone enraptur'd «ith ahjlid Irut/i, 
In reverend filllnefs heard mj lanimge there, 
And wifli'd no human eloquence to hear. 
/( wrought its wunders. And thy pangs it heal'd, 
And joyous myft'rles of my realm revcal'd 
Unveil'd my beauty i ^»itll my goodneCs bleft ; 
Source of thy toils, anil temple of thy reft I 

'T\¥as then thy fonl in cleireil Iiiftre fan-, 
Itowfenfes, pamper'd, into bondage draw. 
Thy hands refus'd, whate'er would gratify. 
Their keen demand, furcrfluons, to fupply. 
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Allchnrms then darken'^ \i'hich hadcncc been bright'. 
As liars all vanifh from the folar liglit, 
Ench wifliwas ONE, as when the lucid rays, 
To one fix'd point collefted, hotly bb^e. 
Then in new freedom loar'd thy flamlnf^ love, 
i-Jigh on the pinions oi the pt aceful dove ; 
Of thcfe great favours all the grateful f^ime. 
To diftant naticnsj ardent to proclaim. 

Her SOLILOQJUY and ADDRESS. 

SUCH falutation, from my Sov'rei?n Spoufe, 
HailM in hjs Biide a boundlefe love to loule. 
Of fecret Self to drown the ^y controul, 
A nd fix in perfcS purity of foul. 
No more I wifk'd of tranfjcnt toys to view. 
No more mine audience vain difccurfcs drew. 

'* Oh. grant new pow'rs, I pray'' d, my Love fupremcj 
*^ For promi-ilgfltion of (lie wortliiefl theme • 
" Nor longer leave my fervor thus tor.fin'dj 
** Since thyretitlgetice onmy fonl b:is fhin'd ! 
" Thy bonndlefsgoodnefs now my foul furveyi!, 
*' 'Tis loft in wonder, and 'tis fiU'd with praife, 
" Rapt with thy beauties, and exempt from fear, 
" I muft refound 'em, tho' the woril \ bear. 

Ye feverM iflcs, and Hyperhrean ptains 
Whofe floods lie feltcr'd in Their icy chnin.^, 
Whofc picrcint; blafls deprive your dreaiT slades 
Of the fvveet fragrance of the Soitthern fn'^des, 
Toyou, tho' djflant, inhisn:imeIc?Lil ■ 
Oh live devoted lathe Lord of /i.!h 
Your gates immortal to his Grace imfcld j 
AndyeMl exult in bleffingsyet untold. 
In the high gbdes of perpetual hi]l:i;, 
Iri the Iweetfolace of ccleftial rillE. 

If no repiiHiiancc intercept the ravR 
Which rife to blefsyon with tlie bcfl of diySj 
All wants redrcfs'd, a brighter fun will glolv. 
And cndlcfst love in blifsful union flov/^ 
Your heart :\nd bands in gen^raus aiSs emolov, 
Andcrov.'n your labotir with tranfccndont joy. 

Ye ftately fabricks In th' en^niei:*d fields, 
Where c^r improves what*lovcly miSurs yields j 
"^ne btaiiLtQtis hills for pearly fruits renown'd, 
Yc ccoTvrL= of vin^^vrhich deck their fum-'nitEround, 
F f ;■, 



4S2 T H fe i. I F E O F 

Ye wide canals which coll ;unazin?^ toilj 
Ye ftrcams which murmur o'er the ftow'ry foil, 
OhfinceyourLordf;, dccoy'd with earthly \ie\vSf 
]Sca:ka the Giver, and the gifts mifufej 
Since peace iiiUeinal yields to fclfifh firifc, 
And Ejraceful virtue Eo luxurious life, 
I leave, lamenting^ jour infeacd flat;::. 
And waft my words to regions Icfs cUte. 

Yctlien who iiold \Dn Wefi^rn Hemifphere, 
Or wlioic long darknds ends your frigid year, 
'Within your brcflftsyour AiitJior's love incbfe, 
*TrQ thaw your ice, and melt your chilling fnows- 
He courts a refuge in your nations. Chute 
Him for your Lord, nor ofter'd blifs rcfufc. 
His due reception renders every place 
Fair in his fight and honoured with his Grace. 
Heliftsalufi, and wings to bills from woe 
A race of rebeh in the world below. 
Broke from the bonds of dailard fear and fliame, 
By virtue fervent withcelciluil flame. 

' Ye fruitlelb trafts, whole hiplefs towns are tliinj 
Oh, if helhieldyou from the thafts offm ; 
His perfect goodiieis if your tribes revere. 
And to his laws., in I'potlclV lives adhere ; 
Then all its wildiid's will the Wafte forego. 
Then cindering grapes for noxious brambles grow. 
But righteou:i judgment will at lail l'urprixe> 
Ifmortals;, calPJ, the gracious call dd'pife. 

SOME SKoi-t Pieces taken from her Book of Emblems^ 
which appear to have been the Productions of htr 
younE;tr d:i.;s, I 

HOW entiangi?r'd was I, when diflant from thee. 
When fins had an abfolute reign \ ' 
When frantic withjoyj from reftriftion if free, 
1 iufh*d iDto fports with the vain ! 

ri. 

When idle amufemcnfi attraSed my heart. 

When I hciird, and yetj, fled from thy voice j 

Apple-ndiii^ zny fil.'y for flying apart, 
And blindiv nurfuing her choice \ 

m. 

I now fee it ail with a pungent regret j 

Of my rafhncfs 1 deeply repent. 
Oh deign, I befeech, to forgive and forget. 

1 thy will let me fuiiybcbcnt I 
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HOW long 1 refiftcd a gracious Gouj 
Who kindly vouchl'af'd to invite 1 
Ah rebel I was, well deferving his rodj, 
And to fink in the iiorrors of mght 

ri. 

I fubmit, I furrender myJelf to thy will : 
And nothing I hopp from my tears* 
Tliy righteous fentence let juftiee fulfil ; 
So my foul be fet free from her fears. 
HE, 
Great Author of goodjiefs, ray heart with thy lovt 

Has been fmitten, and felt its delight : 
'Then every delay from obedience remove. 
And turn what is wrone; all aright. 
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I. 

NO pains I deplore, 
Which are paid tj 
my fault ; 
Chaftilu rneyet more. 
To reven£!;e the revolt, 
ll. 
Pm afham'd and I grieve^ 
As thy goodncft I find 
So fwift to relieve, 
To carefs mg fo kind 

ni: 

Not thy marries alone, 
But i\vj jvjlke 1 crave, 

What hcit will attone 
My rebpfe, to receli'ej 
IV. 

Of fuch atranfgrefljon 
How painful the feitfe I 



Will the loudeft confeflioii 
Efface its offence ? 
V. 
Willmyftiamcful condition 

Be heai'dwith regret-^ 
VVill floods of contrition 
E'er cancel the debt ? 
VL 
Oh unjnfl and ingratc \ 

Let tlw hand be fevcrc 
Let me hiftcr ifs weight, 
'Till I'm BkM ill thy 
fear, 

VII. 
Redouble inv pain 

So my firis be but loft ; 
I will count il all gain. 
And not care >vhlt it 
coft. 



I. 

ODraw me, my Spoufe, and thy ftcps I'll purfue ; 
For around thee how every tiiintj blooms ! 
How fweet is all nature, how beauteous to view [ 
How reviving with od'rous perfanics t 

n. 

Here the Spoiife ftopt irte fhcrt, as a novice in love ■ 

In fuch terms, in his turn, he rcply'd ; 
" Weak lovers cry out for attr.iaions to move ; 
And are fall'e and jacoftant when try'd. 
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THE LIFE OF 
III. 

There's afhortcr, yit worthier, pa* to be troJ, 
A lathof the kivc winch is pure : 
' Whcrciroubles, or tortures, the bver of G d 
Is willing for him to enduie: 

Ko road flrewM with rofes expeaing to find. 
But a life of rcfemblance to mine. 

I fuffcfM for fmncrs, to death was refign'd. 
And agonies linliM in a line. 

The felf-jlcafing path be no longer fnrvcj'd. 

Nor cbcritha hope to rejoice : 
B,T tracing me here let thy love be dilplay d 

And then thou wilt merit my choice. 



CHAP. XXI. .md lull. 

AS my lift i«s ever been coii&crated to the 
crofs, I was no fooner out of piiibn, and 
my ipirit began to breathe a little, after fo many 
perfecutwns, but; roy body was afBiaed with all 
forts of infirmities. Iharehadalmoft continual ma- 
ladles, which often biraight me to the very vcrgc 
of death. 

In thefe laft times I can hardly fpeak at all of 
my difpofitions. For my ftate is become quite 
■fimplE and without any sanations., It is a pro- 
found annihihtmi. I find nothing in mylelf to 
which I can give a name. All that I know .5 
that God is'infinitelY holy, righteous, good and 
happy. I fee nothing below myfeif, nothing 
raore unworthy of his bounties than I am. I ac- 
knowledge that God has heaped favours on me, 
enoti-h to fave a world, which I have requited 
too much wltli ingratitude. All good is in Hi M ; 
I am a meer Notbii^g. To me every condition 
teems equal. Ail is loft in his immenfitY, hh" "' 
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little drop of water in the fea. Inthls c^i^inejm- 
mell^)ty the Km! fees itfelfnomore, hut it difeetns 
every objeil in God, without dlfcerning them 
otherwife than by the feeling of the heart. All is 
darknefs in regard to itfelf, all is light on the fide 
of Gun, who lets me he ignorant of nothing that 
is proper, or of real advantage. There is here 
neitlier clamour, nor forrow, nor pain, nor vain 
pleaftire, nor uncertainty ; but a perfedl peace ^ 
not in felt, but in God : No intereft for felf, no 
anxiety recolleflion or buttle for felf If anytljinfc 
there is any good in me, they are miflaken, and 
by fuch thought do injury to my Lord. AM good 
is in him and for him. The greateft fatisfaftion I 
can have is becaufe he is whatke is; and 
''tSill be fa for evur. If he fave me, it mufl; be gra- 
tuitoully J for Ihave neither merit jior delert. 

I AM aftonhhed that any fiiould place con- 
fidence in fuch a pooor nothing creature as I am, 
I have fometimes faid it. Neverthelefa, I anfvver 
what they afk without difficulty. My own wili 
and inclinations arc vaniihed. Poverty and na- 
kedncfs are my portion. Sometimes indeed I 
could wifii to undergo the worft of rufferings, lb 
that fyuls might be brought riierehy tp know and 
love Goo. 



I dearly love the church; wliatevcr wounds 
that wounds me. I feek nothing for myfeif. 1 
ftudy nothing ; but there are given ™e imme- 
diately, as occafion requires, the moft weighty 
and powerful words. If I wanfed to have them 
they svoiild cfcape me, and I could by no mean.-; 
catch or recover them. When! have tbmething 
to fay, if I am interrupted, all is loft. I am then' 
like a child from whom his apple is fecreted. 
He looks about for it, but in vain : it is £;nn-;. 
F f 4 "l feel 
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I feel t!ie lofs for a momsnt, but forget it inftant- 
ly. My God keeps me in an extreme iimplici- 
ry, godly fincerity, iiprightnefs of heart, and cn- 
largednef's offpitit, in fuch fort that, as to parti- 
ctilar tilings, I feera to loolc from and above 
them, and to fee nothing at all of them except 
when occafions prefent them. 

He gives me a free air and manner with num- 
bers of various people who come to fee me-, and 
makes me difconffe with them, not according 
to any difpofitions of mine, but according to 
theirs. I am not afraid of any of them laying 
fnares for me in what they fay. Confcious of my 
own innocence and iiprightiiefs, I cannot have 
recourfe to precautions in any of thefe cafes. 
Oh carnal prudence ! How oppofue do I find thee 
to the fimplicity of Jesus Cnaisr ! I leave thee 
to thy partifans. As for rae, all my prudence, 
my wifdom, is in following him in his fimple and 
lowlv appearance; And if to change my conduct 
would make me an Emprefs, I could not do i t ^ 
or were mv limphcity to cauie me all the heavieft 
fufferings I could not depart from it. 

Nothing is greater than God, nothing lefs 
than me. He is rich, I am poor ; and yet I want 
nothing. Lifeor death, timeoreternity, all Is equal 
to me. All is eternity, ail is Goo, and God is 
love. All good is In him and of him and for him. 
What I have faid, or written, is alt paft away 
from me. I remember little or nothing of it. I 
wantneither juflification nor efteem. I want no- 
thing but Gon and his glory. Let him then, if he 
fees it beft, glorify hunfelf by my deftruiftiou, or 
by re-eftahlilliing my repntation. The one or 
the other bea.rs equal weightin the balance with me. 

My children, I will not deceive ormhlead you. 
It belongs to Goo to enlighten yon, and to give 

you 
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you efteero or difefteem for me. I want only to 
keep my place and go no more out, no more to 
move from my centre. I pray God to enlighten 
vou always, to give you thereby the clear dilcern- 
ment of his holy will, that no falfe light may ever 
lead yoti to the precipice, 

O MY dear children, open your eyes to the light 
of truth. Holy Father, fimflify tbsin thfofigb tby 
I ruth. Thy divine word has fpokcn to them 
throu'^h my month. Cn r i st* alone is the Truth. 
He faid of his Apoftles, For thir >*« Ifmiaify 
wyfelf th.1t thsy alfo may h fmHifod thrmgb the 
trnth. Oh fay the fame thing to my children. 
SancYify thyfelf in them and for them. It is being 
truly faftifieJ in all holincfs, to have none of our 
own but the holinefs of Jesus Christ. Let 
him alone be all in all in us and for us, that the 
work of fantlification may be carried on through 
the experimental knowledge of the divine truth. 
To him bdongcth all wifdom, toengUi, greatnefs, 
power and glory; to us poverty, emptinefs, weak- 
nefs mifery, and what not ! Let us abide in our 
nothlngnefs;, paying homage to his Holiness : 
Then (tall wc find in him all that we want. It 
we feek for any thing for Self out of him, then 
however holy he may appear to us, we are bars, 
and the truth abideth not in us. We deceive our- 
felves and in that ftate fiiall never be the faints 
of God —for they, having no other holinels than 
his, have renounced all felfidi ufurpation of hia 
tiered rights. 

HoLV Fathek, I have committed into thine 
hands'thofe whom thou haft given me; keep 
them in ihv truth, that the He may not come near 
du-m ■ for to attribute any thing to one's !df is to 
be in the lie. Make therokno\v this to be the great 
futli of which thou art jealous. All language 

which 
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wliich deviates from this principle is falfhood. 
He who fpeakstheALL of Gop anej nothing 
ot TijE Creaturb, is in the irutli, and the 
tnitli dwelleth in liim, ulurpatinn and felfifhnefs 
b-ing banifiied from him. My Children, re- 
ceive this inftruaion from your mother, and it 
■will procure yon litis. Recei\e it through her, 
not as from lier, but as of God, ar>d to Gon'. 
Amen! Lohd Jesus Chkibt ! 

CONCLUSION. 

I INTEL *T all luch as (hall read this, not to 
tliink hardly of the perfons, who through a zea] 
perhaps too bittei", liave pufh'd things fo far a- 
gainft a woman, and againft one fo fubmillive ; 
becaiife, lu Timknis fayj in his inftitmions, Cliap! 
xi. " God willing to purify a ihul by fufterings, 
•' mightpermit an infinite number of well difpofed 
" perfons to fall into darlcnefs and blindnefs to\rard 
'- that foul, in order to prepare this chofert v-ITel 
" by the ra(h bias of their judgments in fixha' 
" flate of ignorance ; but that at'laft, after h-iv. 
" ing purified this veflH, lie will take away the 
" veil iboner or later, from their eyes, not tteat- 
" ing their, with rigour for a fault which they have 
" committed through a hidden condudofhisj a- 
" dorable providence.^-I fay much more, that 
" fooner would God fend an angel from hea- 
" ven, to refine this chofen velTel through tribu- 
" lations, than leave it without fufferings," 

December fjog. 

[Hr.EE fhe left off her own Narrative, though 
file lived a retired life above feven years after thi.^ 
date. What fhe had v.'rote being only done in o- 
bedience to the commands of her direflor. She 
died the gthoCj'une, 1717, at Bhis,mt\K. fcventy- 
eth Year of her ase. 
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i?;; THOMAS D IGBT BROOKE. 

THE TRANSL.\TOR's PREFACE. 

THE following excellent book was (he 6rft cffiy of 
thetniU- pious Madam GtMO Si .twas, quLcitly 
after its publication, dilperfed through great part ol 
France; ind it proved the liappV mftr-mentot mmiy 
copvernons Thofe who vverc athirft fui' ngliteotifnefs, 
eagerly imbibed thefmiple and effieaeioos precepts it con- 
tarn. ■ and thofe who had already made advariecs in the 
Divine Life were convinced of the truth ot their way, 
and found ample inftruaions how to proceed. None who 
were advoc;it« for genuine piety, could be offended at 
i- ■ ns the moil lalatary iiiftruaions tor the attainment ot 
c'hrlftian T-crfeaion are enforced, without being blended 
witJl fucii matters ef opinion as caiiie offence. 
" TArcDoblhetreitife, it is certain, tliat there arc two 
fandamental truths taken for granted, nametj,^THE 
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Fall and The Rkdehption : and, indwd, whofo, 
ever doth not inwardly feci the former, cannot experi- 
ence the benefit of the latter ; he hath no bufinefs witli 
this book, noreven with The Bible; " he is whole and 
" nccdeth not a Phyrician. ' 

Should but a feiv of my Chriftim Brethren reap -ij. 
vintage from this allcmpt to bring to light a trcaftire that 
has lain To long hidden and unnoticed, it would be not 
only an abtmdant recompence for any little trouble I'may 
have had in the tranfiatioii, but alio an encouragement 
to piiblifh fome other pieces of this illumioated Authoi- 



THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

Tins little treatife, conceiced in great fimplicity, 
was not originally intCDdcd for publication : it WM 
written for a few individuals, who were defirous to love 
God with their whole heart; forae of whom, becaufe 
of the profit they received in reading the mamifcrint, 
Wllbed to obtain copies of it ; and, on this account alone, 
it vfz% committed to the prefs. 

It flill remains in its original fimplicity, without any 
tenfure on the various Divine Leadings of others: and we 
fnbmit the whole to the judgment of tiiofc, who are {killed 
and experienced in Divine matters; requcftin^ them, 
however, not to decide, without firft eiitermo-'into the 
main defign of the Author, which is to induce the world 
to love Got), anti to ferve him with comfort and fuc- 
cefs, in a fimple and eafy manner, adapted to thofc who 
are unqualified for learned and deep retearches, and are 
indeed, incapable of any thing but a hearty defire to he 
truly devoted to Go a . 

At! unprejudiced reader may find, hidden under the 
moft coromon elprcffions, » fecrct unftion, which will 
excite him to feek after tiiat Soverdgri Good, ivhpm all 
fliould wifii to enj^uy. 

In fpeaking of the attainment of pcrfeQion, ihe word 
?Acir.iTV is ufed; bcciure Goo is, indeed, found 
with facility, when we feeiy him within otlrielves. But, 
i.n contradiSiion to this, fome, perhaps, may urge that 
paffage in St. John, " Ye (hall feek me, and fliall not 
" fuld me :" ( Chap. vii. 34. ) this apparent difBculty, 
however, is removed by auDther pafliige, where he, 

whp 
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who cannot contradia himfelf, hath faid to all, " feck 
" and yc fliall find." (Matt. vii. 7.) It is true, indeed, 
thlt he who would leek Gob, and is yet imwllhng to 
fmi'ikehis fins, fhall not find him, becaiil'e he feehs not 
aright ■ and, therefore, it is added, " Ye ihall die in 
•' vour fins." On the other hand, he, who diligently 
leeL G D in his heart, and that he may draw near unto 
him finccrcly foffakes bis iiii, flull infallibly find him. 

A Life of Piety appears lb formidable, and The Spi- 
rit of Prayer of Inch difBcult attainment, thit moft pcr- 
Ibns are difeotiraged from taking a fmgle flep towards it. 
The difRculties mfeparable from all great undertakings, 
are indeed, cither nobly furmounted, or lett to fubfiil 
in all their terrors, ju II as Succels is the objea of dcf- 
pair or hope. I have, therefore, endeavoured to ihew 
the facility of the method propofed in this treatile, the 
great advantages to be derived frcm it, and the certainty 
Sf their attainment by thofe that faithfully perfeverc. 
O were we once truly fcnfible of the Goodncis of God 
toward his poor creatures, and of his infinite defirc to 
communicate Himlelfunto them, we Qlould not affright 
(lurfelves with ideal monlleis, nor defpair of obtaimng 
that goal which He is fo earnell to bellow: " He that 
" Ipared not his own ion, but delivered him up for us 
" all ■ how (ball he not, with him, alfo freely give us 
" alfthings?" (Rom. vii. 32.) But we want courage 
and pcrleverancc; wc have both, to a high degree, in 
our temporal concerns, but want them in " thconc thing 
. " needful." (Luke x. 42.) 

If anv think, that God is not eafily to be found in 
this way of Simple Love and Pure Adherence, lettbem 
not on my teifimoney, alter their opinion, but rather 
make trial of it ; and their own experience will convince 
them, that the reahty far exceeds all my reprcfentattons 

Beloved reader, perufe this little traft with aii hum- 
ble, fmccre and candid fpirit, and nor with an inclination 
CO cavil and criticife, and you will net fail to reap fome 
' dcrce of profit from it, It was written with a hearty 
defire that you might wholly devote yourfclf to G o D ; 
receive it, then, with a like defire for your own per- 
fetftioui for nothing more is intended by tt, than to tii- 
vhe the Simple and the Child-like to approach their 
F ITHEK, who delimits in the humble confidence of his 

lildldren. 
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children, .iiiJ is grieved at the JmallelT: inflaiite of tjjdr 
diffidtBtc or itiftiiifl. With a fincere (k:^^re, therefore, 
to forfake fm, feek nothing from the inartiBcml method 
here propofcdj but Thb Love of God^ and you 
itiali 15 ndoiibtedly obtain it. 

Withoi-it felling up oL]r opinions above thofe of ofbers, 
v/c mcrtn only with truth and candour, to declare, from 
our owv experience, and the experience of others, the 
happy effefts produced by thus Simply Following 
uUK, Lord. 

As this trciitife was intended only to inftnifl: in Pr a Y- 
:eR, there are. many things which wcrcfpefl and efleeni, 
totally omitted, as not innmediately relative to oiw main 
fubjetl:: it is, however, certain, that notliing will be 
fotind herein to dilgiift or offend, provided it be read in 
the fpirit with which it was written j and it is ftill more 
certain, that thole who in right eaineft niake trial cf the 
way, will £nd we liEive written The Truth, 

It is Thou alone, OHoi,y Jjisus, who iovcR fim- 
plicity and innocence, " and whofe delight k to dwcji 
*' with the children of men." (Prov. viii. 3.) with tliofc 
who are, imlecd, willing to become *' Little Children j" 
it is ThoLi aSone» who canft render this little work falii- 
tary ! Imprint it then on the hearts of all who read \t, 
rind lead th^m to feck Thee within themftlvcs, where 
Thou repofefl: as in the manger, waiting to receive 
proofs of their love, and to give them ttllitnony of thine. 
Yet alas! they may ilill lofc thefe uitrpcakabLe advanta- 
£^cs by th<"ir negligence and infenfibility ! But it belong- 
cth unto Thee, O thon Ikcreated Lovi;! thou 
SiT.F.NT ANP F-TJi^R-NAL WoRD I it belongcth unto 
Thee, to awaken, s;ttr:i^, and convert; vomakeThy- 
felf be heard, taflied, iind beloved! I know Thou canil 
do it i and T truit Thou wilt do it by this humble work, 
which belongcth entirely to Thee, procecdetii wholly 
from Tli^s, and tendeth orsly to Theel And, O moil: 
Griicious iind r.dorable Savicurl 

To 'i'lmE Eli ALL THE GlORV ! 



A Short 



J 



M t''''' 'hey ; 
"^MMjfc^ whereas i ^ . . 

called thereto, 33 all are called to and arc 
capable of falvation. 

Prayer is the amplication of the heart loGoD, and 
the internal cxerclle of love. St. Paul hith enjoined m to 
" pfay without eeafing ;" (i Their, v. 17.) and our 
Lord faith, " I fay iir.to you ail, wasch and pray" ; 
^Mar. xiii, 33. 37.) and all therefore may, acdallought 
to praSife prayer. I grant that meditation is attaina- 
ble but by few, for few are tapahlc of it ; and therefore 
my belovedbrethrcn, who are athirft for falvation, me- 
ditative prayer is not the prayer which GoD requires of 
you, nor which we wojald recommend. 

I,ET all pray : wc Ihould live by prayer, as we 
(liould live by love, "I counfel yon to buy of me gold 
" tried in the fire, that ye may be rich :" (Rev. iil.'S.) 
this is much more eafliy oblained than we can conceive. 
" Come, all ye that are athirft, to thcfe living waters;" 
nor bfe your precious morosnts in " hewing out cif- 
'• terns that will hold no water." (Johnvii. 37. Jerem. 
ii, 13.) Come, ye famllhing fonis, who find nought 
whereon to feed ; come and ye fliall be lully fatisfied ? 
Come, ye poor affliScd ones, who jroan beneath your 
load of vvretchednefs and pain, and ye iliall find eafe and 
comfort ! Come, ye lick, to your phyfician , and b^i 
not fearful of approaching h'iro, becaufc ye are filled with 
li'f'alcs; eitpofe them to hisview, andtheyftiallbclicalcd! 

Chii- 
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Childrtn draw near to your Fatlierj ami he will cm- 
brace you in the airns of love ! Come ye poor ftray wan^ 
tiering fheepj return to your fbephtrd ! Come, fmnersj 
toyoui- Saviiiur ! Come ye dull igiiurant and iOiterate, 
yc who tJiiuk ycurfelves the molt incapable ol' prayer t 
ye are more peculiarly calktl and adiipted thcre(:o. Let 
all without txception come, for Jehus Christ hath 
cAlkd hI], Yet kt not thofe come, who arc without a 
heart ; they are not afked ; tor there moH be a heart, 
that there may be love. Bat who is without a heart ? 
O come, then, give this heart to God ; and here learn 
how lo m^ke the donation. All who are defirous of 
pi ayer^ may eafdy pray, enabled by thoie ordinary gra- 
ces and gifts of the HoLY Spirit which are common 
to ail men. 

Prayer is the guide to perfe&ion, and the fovercla^n 
good ; it delivers us from every vice, and obtains us e- 
very virtue ; for the one great means to become perfeQ, 
is to walk intheprefencc of God : he himfelf hath faid 
'' Tvalk' in my prefence and be ye perfect." (Gen. xvii, 
J.) It IS by pFiiyer aloncj that we are brought into this 
prefencCj and maintained in it without interriiption. 

You mull then learn afpecies of prayer, which may 
be cscrcifed at all times 5 which doth not obftruS out- 
tvard employments; and which mav be equalK piaccif- 
ed by princes, kings, prelates, priclls and magiflrates, 
loldicrs and cliildrcn, IradelmcHj labourcrsj womtn and 
fick perfons ; T^ cannot thcrcforcj be the prayer of the 
he::'.d, but of the heart j not a prayer of the underHand- 
ing alone, which is it> Jimited in its operations tliatit can 
have but one object at one time ; but the pravcrof the 
heart is net interrupted by the cxercifcs ot reaJon : f n- 
*lf:ed nothing can Interrupt tiiis piayer, but irrc£rnlar and 
difordercd aflet^ioiiis : and v^hen. cnce we ha'i'e tafted of 
God, and the fwcetnefs of his love, \vc fhall find it 
irapoiliblc to reliJli ought but himfclf ^ 

jSfoihing is To eafdy obtained as the poffelliiin and en- 
joyment of God for, " in liim we livc^ move and 
" have ouf being i" and he is more defirous to give him- 
leU inio us, than we can be to receive him ; and to feek 
aLi^!!Uj is eafier and more natural to uij than breathing. 
'IhcuEfhyou rhink ycmfclve ever fo ilupid, tlull and in- 
capable of futiimt; attainments, yet by prayer, you may 
live in Goo hunfclf v.'ith lefs difficulty or iiuerruption 
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tliiin yon live in the vital air, Will it not be highly fin- 
fiil to neglea prayer ? but this I tmft you will not, 
whcnyoii have learnt the method, which is exceedingly 
eafy. 

CHAP. II. 

'1 he method of praying, 

THERE are two ways of introducing a foul into 
pra)xr, which fliould for fome time be purfucd; 
the one is meditation, the other is reading accompanied 
with meditation. 

Meditative reading Is the choofing fome impoitant 
practical or speculative truth, aWays preferring the 
practical, and proceeding- thus: v^hiitpver truth you 
have chofen, read only a fmall portion of it, endeavour- 
ing to tafte and (iigeft it, to extraft the eflence and fub- 
flance thereof, and proceed no farther vvhiie any favour 
or relifji remains in the piif&ge '■ when this fubfidcs, 
takeupyotir bookagain, and proceedas before^ feldoni 
reading i>iore than half a page at a tjme ; for it is ntit 
the quantity that is read,, but the manner of reading"j, 
that yields us profit. Thofe who read fafl, reap no 
more advantage, tloan a bee would by only Ikiraming o- 
verthe furface of the flower, initcad of waiting to pene- 
trate into jt, and extratl its fweets, Much reading h 
rather for fcholaftic fubjcas» than divine truths : indeed 
to receive real profit from fpifilual bcoks, we mutt read 
33 I have dcfcribed ; and I am certain, if that method 
were purfued, we friovdd become gradually habituated to, 
and more fully difpoi'ed for prayer. 

Meditation which is the other method. Is to be 
praStifed at an appropriated feafon, and not in the time 
of reading. I believe the bcft manner of meditating is 
us follows, When by .-111^ a£t oflively faith, yon are 
placed in the Prcfence of Goo, recolle^l fpme truth 
wherein there is fubiUnce and food ; paufe gently and 
fweijtiy thereon, not to employ tlie reafon, but mereb,- 
to cal:-!! and fix the mind : for you mufl obferve, that 
your particular exercife flioulJ ever be the prcfence gf 
God ; your fubje£t therefore,, fhould rather ferve to 
i^ay the mind, than excrcil'e the underftandine;. Fron^ 
this procedure, it wilS necefliirily follow, that the llvely 
faifh in a Uod immediately prcfcnt in our inmort fouf, 
will produce an eager and vehement prcflmg inwardly 
G g into 
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intoo'jffelves, and arcftraining all our fenfea from waii- 
dcring abroad: thl? Sei-ves to extricate usfpeedily from 
Jiumbefkfs liiftrficlions, to reraovt; us far from exu'in>U 
objectSj and to bring us nigh unto our God, ivliu U on- 
ly Co be foMud in our inmoS: centre, whicli is dieHoiy of 
Holies wherein h<s dwelleth. He hath even promifed 
*' to come and make his aijode with him that doth his 
*' will/' (John Kiv. 23-} St An^uftine accufcs iiimielf 
of wallinj his lime, by pot having from the fi ill: fought 
God in thism:innertif [Jiayer. 

When we are thus fully introverted^ and warmly pe- 
netrated throughout with a lively kple uf the Divine 
Prefence ; when ihc feiifts are all recollefted, and with- 
drawn from the circumference to the centre, and the 
fouli& fvvcttly and ftltintly employed on the truths wc have 
read, not in reafening, biiiin the feeding thereon, and 
animaiiiig the iviU by afi'e6tian, rather than fatis^iiing 
the undcrflanding by lludy ; when, I fay, the affections 
are in thisdate, which, however difficult it may appear 
at firft. If, as I (hall hereafter iTicw, eafily attainttble; 
we mufl allow them fwuetly to repofej and piE!:icefLliy to 
drink in tliat of which they have tailed : for as a. per- 
Jonn^ay enjoy the flavDiir of the fineit viand in maftica- 
on^ yet receive no iiourifliment therefrom, if he does 
not ceafe the aflion and fwallow the food ; fo, when our 
affe^lions are enkindled, if wc endeavour tofllr rhem up 
yet more, weextinguiHi the flame, and the fouHs de- 
prived of its nouriihrnenti we fhonldj therefore, inftill- 
nefi and repofe, with refpc8: couLidence and loye, fwal- 
low the bkffed food of which ive have taftcd : this me- 
tliod iiij indeed, highly necefTary ; and will advance the 
foni better in a fliort time, than any other in a courie 
cf yc.in. 

1 have mentioned, that our direOr and principal ex- 
crcife iliouhl confiff in the contemplation of the Divine 
Prefence : we fhould be ttlfo iC^fceedingly watchful and 
diligent in recalling our difllpatcd lenfes, as the mofl 
cafy method of overcoming diftraOiion^ j for a djrefl 
conttO: and oppoficion only ferves ta irritate and aug- 
ment tiicm ; ivhereas, by finking down under a fenfe and 
perception of a prei'cnt God, and by fimply turning in- 
wards, we wagcinfcnfibly a very adfantageouSj though 
indireCl war with them,. 

It 
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J'j' is proper here to caution beginners againfl wander- 
ing from truth to truth, and front fubjefit iofubje£t: 
the right way to penetrate every divine truth, to enjoy 
its full relifli, and to imprint it on the heart, is dwdhng 
on itwhilll its favour continues. 

Though recoUettion is difficnh in the beginning, 
from the habit the foulhasscr^uired of being alwaysfrom 
home ^ yet, when by the violence it hath done itfclf, 
itbccoroetha little accnflomed to it. it w ill foon be ren- 
dered perfedly eafy, and become deiightful. Such is 
the experimental tafte, and fenfe of his Prefence, a.nd 
fuch the efficacy of thofe graces, which that God be- 
ftows, whofe One Will towa^rds his creatures is t& com- 
municate hiipltlf unto them! 

CHAP. TH. 

Inftruf^ions for thofe wlio arc whoU)' illiterate, 

THOSIi who have not been learned to read, are 
not, on that account, excluded from prayer : for 
the great book which teacheth all things, and which is le- 
rrEble as well internally as etternallyj is Jesl'S Christ 
himfelf. 

The method they fhould praftile is this : They fhowld 
firft iearn this tundainerital rule, that the kingdom of 
*' God 13 within thems" (Luke xvli. fii.) a.nd that it 
is tiiere only it mull be fought. 

It is as 'incumbent On the Clergy to inftrua their 
parifliioners in prayer^ ss in their catechifn!. ft- is true 
they tell them the end of tlieir creation j but fliould 
they not give them fufficient inftruQiions hoiv they may 
attain it? They ihouldbe taught to begin by an aft of 
profound adoration and abafcment before Gon j and 
clofmg the corporeal eyes, endeavour tiJ open thofe of 
the foul : they fhould then collect themfelves inwardly, 
and, by a hvdy faith in God, as dwelling within them, 
pierce into the Divine Prefence ; not fufftring the fen- 
fts to wander abroad, but withholding tlicm as much as 
m;iy be in due ftibje£tion, 

TiiSY fliould then repeat '* The Lord's Prayer," 
in their native ton^Lis ; pondering a little upon the 
meaning of the words, and the InBnite willingnefs of 
tliat GoT> who dwelh Within them, to become, indeed, 
'* Theii- Father." In this fiaic let them pour out their 
G g 2 V''Jii'ts 
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wants before him i and v/hcn they have prciiounccd the 
tndcnriTig wordj " Father," rtmiiin a few moments la 
^ re'i-tccTtul filcnce, ivaitingtohavcthc wjli of this ihclr 
hLavemiy Facher made minifeil unto them. Asain be- 
holding tiiemfelves In the date of a feeble child, forely 
bruifed hy r^peiited {i\hj and defiled in the mire, dedi- 
tnte of i"!^'eiitith to keep up, orof power to cleanfc hini- 
fclf, tliEV (h'ould lay their deplorable fituation open to 
thtii Father^s view in humble confiifion; now figliing 
out a. few words of love and pliiutjve forrow* and rtgain 
fmkine' into profound filencc before him. Then continu- 
ing The Lord's Fr^.yer, let them befeech thla King of 
Gloiy to reign in them, yielding to his love the juft 
claim he has D\'cr them, and refjgning up themfelves 
wholly tfi his divine government. 

If they feel an inclination to peace and lilcuce, let 
them conrinusthe words of the prayer fo jpng as thisfen- 
fdtion holds i and when it fnbfidcs, go on with the fe- 
cond petition, " Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
** heaven!" upon which thefe humble fupplicants mufl; 
befeeth Goi> to accomplilh, in them, ^nd by them, 
all iii&will; and muft fivrrcnder theirhearts and freedom 
into his handu, to be dlfpofed of as ht^ pleafeth. And 
finding that the bcft employment of the will is to love, 
they iliould defireto loveGoD with all their {Irength, 
and implore him for his pure love ; but all this fwcctJy 
and peacefully: and fo of the reft pf the pfn-vycr, in 
which the clergy may Inl^rua them. But they flionld 
not ovei"burthen ihemfelves with frequent repetitions of 
fet forms, or flu died prayers; (Mat, Vi. 7.) for the 
Lord's Prayer once repeated as I h^ve ju^ delcribedj 
will produce abundant fnut. 

At other times they fbculd pkco tlieinfelve; as Ihecp 
before their fhepherd, looking op to him for their true 
fubflantial food : *^ O Divine Shepherd, thou feedeft 
*' thy Hock with thyfelf, and art indeed, their daily nou- 
" ridiment!" They may alfo rcprefent unto him the 
nccc{ritie.s of their families: bnt a!! upon this principle, 
and in this one great view of faith, that " Gau i=; 
" within them." 

Th£ ideas we form of the Divine Being fall infinite- 
ly fliort of what he is: a lively fLiitli in his preience i:^ 
fiifiicicnt : for we muft net foj m any image of the Dthy ; 
thousili we may of the fecond perfon in the cvcr-b|?iTcd 
*" ■ ^ Trt^ 
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Trinitv, beholding him in the various ftates of his 
incarnation, from his birth to his crucLlixion, or infomc 
other flate or myflery, provided the foul always iceks 
for thofe views 111 its Imiiort ground or centre. A--r:iLn, 
wc may loak to him as our phyf\cian» and prefent to hia 
healing influence all our maladies; but always wltiiout 
violence or perturbation 5 and from time to time with 
paufcs of filencCj that beintj intermingled with the acti- 
on, the filence may be gradually extended, and our own 
exertion leffened ; till at length, by continually yielding 
10 GoD^s Operations, they gain the compleataicenden- 
cy ; as fiiall be hereafter explained. 

When the Divine Prefence is granted u$, and we 
gradually relifh fdence and repofe, this experlmcntai 
feeling and tafteof the prefence of God introdi.^ces the 
foul iiilo the fecond degree of prayer, which, by pro- 
ceeding in the manner I have defcrtbed, is attainable as 
well by the illiterate, as the learned : lomc favoured 
fouls indeed are indulged with it, even from the begin- 
ning. 

CHAP. IV. 



Of the fecond degree of Prayer. 

SOME call thefecond degree ofprayer, ** The pray- 
" er of Contemplation," The '* Prayer of faith 
" and ftiilnefs;" and others call it, ** The praycrof 
" fimplictty," I iliall here ute this latter appellation, 
as bting more juft than any of the former, which imply 
:i much more exalted ftstte of prayer than that I am 
now treating of. 

When the foul has been for fome time esercifed in the 
way I have mentioned,, flic finds that fine is. gradually 
enabled to approach Go T> with facility i that recolle£ti- 
on is attended with much hh diflicnlty , and that pray- 
er becomes eafy, Iweet and delightful: file knows that 
ihis is the true way of finding God ; and fhe feels ** his 
** name is as ointment poured forth." (Cant, i — ^,) 
But the method mufl now be altered, and that which I 
prefcribe, followed with courage and fidelity, withoiu 
being diflnrbcd at the difficulties ivc may encounter 
ilirreln. 

Firft, a'J foon as the loul by faith places herfclf iii 

*' Theprefcnvc of Gud," and becomes rKollc3:ed be- 

C g 3 fti^s 



,,MSte 



470 A SHORT AND EASY 
fore him, let lier remain thus for a little time in a pro- 
found and rdpeftfulfilence. 

But if, at the beginning, in forming her act of faith 
file feels lome little pleafing fepfe of the Divine Prcfencc ; 
let her remain there without being troubled for a fubjecb, 
^nd proceed no hijrther, but carefully cJierifli this leu- 
fation is'hile it caminues : as foon as is abates, fhe may 
excite the -v-'ill by foine Under affcdion ; and if by the 
6rft moving thereof, ^e finds herfelf relnflated in her 
f-Rfet peace, let her there leinaiu : the Imothered fire 
niuil b^ gently fanned, but as fcoii as it is kindled, we 
mufl: cealL thai eiTort, left we extingiiifh It by our own 
a6:ivity. I would warmly recommend it toal], never 
to finiin firaycfj whfiout remaining forae little time af- 
ter ill a rcljiettfiil filence. It is alfo of the greateft im- 
portance, for the foul to go to prayer with courage ; 
and hich a pure ^nd difinterefted love, as feeks nothing 
from God J but the abihty to pleafe hinrij and to do his 
u'iil : For a fejvant who only proportions his dihgence 
to his hope of reward, renders bimfelf unworthy of all re- 
\v;\rd. Go then to prayer, not tliat ye may enjoy fpiriCual 
delights, but that ye may be eitiicrfuil or empty, juft as it 
pleaieth Goj> : this will preferve you in an cvennefsof 
fpirilj in dilertion as. weEl as in conlbiatiion, and prevent 
your being Rtrprized at aridky or the apparent repulfes 
of G a . 

CHAP. V. 

Of fpiritnal Aridity. 

T^K(!)I.'GH God hath no other dellre than to impart 
hinilc-lf to the loving foul that kals liini, ycr he 
frequently conceals himfelf from her, that fhe may be 
roufed from lloth, and impelled to feekhim with fidelity 
and love. But with what abttndant goodnefs doth he re- 
eompcnl'e" the talrhtulntfs of his beloved? And how 
Aveetly arc tbcfe apparent withdrawings of himfelf fuc- 
ceeded by the confoling careflel's of love ? At thefe fea- 
fons^ wc are apt to bcheve^ either that it proves our 
fidelity, and evinces a greater Jirdour of affecfion, to 
feek him by an exertion of our own ftrength and activi- 
ty J orthjt this tscrtion will indtice him the more fpee- 
d^ily to ie\il'it u^. No, no, my dear folds, behevc me, 
this is not the right procedure in this degree of prfiyerj 
with patient Icve, with feif gbafement and humiliation, 

wiili 
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vdth therciteraied hreaihingji of an ardent but pcacciul 
^GicGi'ionj and with filence full af the nioft profnund le- 
fpedj yoit muft wait the return of the Beloved : thus 
only you will demonftrate, that it ia himiclf aione, nnd 
his good plcafure., that you feek : and not the felfifh de- 
lights of your own fenfations. Hence it is faid, (EccJei. 
ii, 2,3.) ** Be not impatient in the time of dtynefs and 
•' obicurity ; futfer the I'ufpenfions and delays of the con- 
" fohitlons of God ^ cleave unto him, and wait upon 
*" him patiently, that thy life may increafc and be re- 
'= newed," 

Be yc^ tlierefore, patient in prayer, though, during 
life, you can do nought clfe, than wait the letuin of the 
Belovedj in deep humiliation, calm contentment, and 
patient refignatiini to hid will. And yet ho^v this moll 
excellent prayer may be intermingled with the Jighings 
cf plaintive love ! This conduct indeed, is moil pleafing 
to the heart of j£sus ; and, above all others^ will, as 
it Were, compel him to return. 



CHAP. 



VI. 



Of Abandonment, or Refignation, 

IT IS now we fliould begin to abandon and give up our 
whole exiftenceunto GiJD, from t lie Ilrong and po- 
fitive conviSion, that the occurrence of every moment 
is agrcc:tbl£ to his Jmmedilate will and permiffion, and 
juft inch as our itate requites. Tbis convifiion will 
make us refigned in all things; and accept of all that 
Itappens, not as from the creature, but as from God 
himtelf. 

But I conjure you, mydearly beloved, wha lincerely 
wifh to give up yourfeSves to God, that after yoti 
have made the donation, you will not fnatehyourfelf 
back again: remember, a gift once prefcnted, is no lon- 
ger at "the dirpofal of the donor. 

Abandonment is a matter of the greateft importance 
in our procel's ; it is tlie key to the inner court ; lb that 
vvhofocvtr knoweth truly bovsr tu abandon himfelf, foon 
becomes perfeO: ; we muilj therefore continue ftedfafi: 
and immoveahte therein; nor lUUn to the voice of natu- 
ral reafon. Great faith produces great abandonment ; 
we muft confide m Cod, " hoping againlt hope." 
(Rom- iv. iS.) 

G g 4 Aban- 
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AhaiidoiimcnE: is the caHing off aU felfifh ca.re, that 
we may be altogether at the Divine Difpofal. AllChrif- 
tians arc exhorted to this refignaticn ; for it is faid to 
a[l, '* Be not anxious for tomorrow i for vom Heavenly 
" Father k,iia\vesh all that is nccejTary for ycii," (Matt. 
xXi 25.) *' In ail thy waya acknowledge him, and he 
" rtiall dirett rhy paths." (Frov. ili. g.) " Commit 
'' thy ways unto the Lord and thv thoughts fliall be cfti- 
" blilhed." (Prov. xv\. 3.) Commit thy ways unto 
*' the Lcrd, and he himfelf will bring it to pafs.'* 
(Pf:ilm. xxxvi. ^.) 

0\ii- abAn.krment th.en fhould be a& fully appliedto 
external as internal things, giving up all otir concerns 
into tbehandg of Cod, forgetting curfcdves, and think- 
ing only of bim ; by which the heart will remain always 
difengrt^Si^, free and at peace" It ispra&ifed by conii- 
nnally lofint,^ our uwn will in the will of God ; by re- 
nouncing every particular inclination as foon as it arifes* 
however good it may appear^ that we may (land in m- 
difTercnce with relpeft to ourfelvea, and only will that 
whidi God from eternity hsd willed 5 by being refi^-ned 
in all things, whether for I'oul or body, whether for lime 
oretetfiity^ by leaving what is pafl in oblivion ; what is 
to come to Providence^ and devoting tht prefent mo- 
ment to God, wliich brings with itfelf God's eternal 
order, and is as hifalltblc a declaration to us of his wH! 
as it is inevitable and comnion to all ; by attributint; no- 
thing that beSalb us to the creature^ but regarding aj] 
tliirigs in Ggd, and looking upon all^ excepting only 
our fins, as infallibly proceeding from bim. Surrender 
yourfelvc-s, then to be led and difpofcd of jnfl as Goi> 
pleafethj with refpeO: bcth to your outward and inw.ird 
llatc. 

CHAP. VII. 

Of Sufferings^ 

BE ye p^itient under all the fufFerings which God ifi 
pleafed to lend you : if your love to him be pure; 
jQii will not feck him lefs on Calvary, than on Ta- 
bor ; and, furely, he fhould be as much loved on that 
as on thisy fince it was on Calvary, he madt; the great- 
er difplay of his own Love for you. 

Be not bke thofcj who give thtmfeh'es to him at one 
feafon, and withdraw from him at another : they give 

them- 
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themlblves only to be carefTed ; and wreft themfelves 
back again, when they come to be crucified, or Ht ieaft 
turn for confolatioTi to the creature. 

Noj beloved ioiihf ye will not findconfolationin ought^ 
but in the love of the Crofs, and in total abandonment ; 
*' Who favourethnot the Crofs^ favoureth not the things 
that be of God." (Mat. xvi, 3,3.) It isimpoflible to love 
God without loving the Crofs; and a heart that favours 
the Crofsj finds the bittereft things to he Tweet : " A fa- 
" miftied foul findeth bitter things fweet:" (Job. vi, i.) 
becaufc flie findeth herfelf an hungered for her Got, in 
proportion as fhe findeth liei'felf an hungered tor the Crofs. 
GoT> glveth theCrofs, andthe Crols givethus GoD. 

We mavbe allured, that there is an internal advance- 
ment, where there is an advancement in the way of the 
Crofs : Abandonment and the Crofs go hand in iiand 
together, 

As loon as any thing prefeiits itfelf, as a fufferlng, 
and you feel a repugnance againft it, refign yourfelf im- 
mediately unto God with rtfpeft to it, and give your- 
felf up to him in facrifice ; you fhall find, that, when 
the Creft arrives, it will not be fo very burthenfome, 
becaufe you had difpofed yourfelf to a willing reception 
ofit. This, however, docs not prevent you from feci-' 
in^ its weight as feme have imagined j for when we do 
not feel the Crofs, we do not fufter it, A fenfibiiity of 
futferins'3 conflitutes a principal part of the fuflerinig'j 
themfelves. Jesus Ctin.TSr' bimfelf was willing to 
fufi'er its utmoft rigours. We often bear the Cruh m 
weaknefs, at other times in ftrength : jill Hioiild be s- 
qual to usinihe will of God. 

C I-I A P. VIIL 

Of Myfterles, 

IT m;3y be objeftedj that, by this method, we ffiall 
have no myfleries imprinted on our minds : but it is 
quite the rcverfe ^ for it is the peculiar means of im- 
parting ihem to the foul. Jesvs Christ, to whom 
wc are abandoned, and vvhomj, *' we follow as the way, 
** Whom we hear as the truth, and who animates us ax 
" the life,*' (John xiv. C.) in imprinting himfelf on thr 
foul, impreffes the cbaratlers of his different f^ates; and 
to bear all the Hates of Jesus Chrtst, ie faf morc- 
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fuhlime, than merely to reafon concerning theni. St. 
Pa\il bore in his body the ftatcs of J-esus Christ ; 
" I bear in roy bod)," &J'S he, " tlie maikj of lli'- 
" Ln'R!) Jesus;"' (Gal. vi. i;) but he does nct&y, 
thii he realoncd thereon. 

In om aSs of re%nation, Jissus Christ frequent- 
Iv coroinuLiic.itcs fonie pecnlur views, or revelations of 
his ftatcs : thefe we Ihonld ihaij!%tally receive, and dil- 
pofe ourfelvcs for what appeal eth to be his will. Indeed, 
havin" no other choice, but that of ardently reaching 
after ?.im, of dwelling ever with him, and of finkij1| in- 
to nothinfnil's before him, we fhould accept; indifcrimi- 
nately al!°his difpcnfation!, whethti cbfcurity of illumi- 
nation, fecundity or barrenncft, imbecility or (Irength, 
fweetncfs or bltternefs, temptations, difttaaioM, pain, 
wearincl's, or doubtinga ; and none of all thefe ihould, 
far one moment, retard our courfe. God engages 
lotnc for whole years, in the contemplation and en- 
joyment of 1 particular myftery ; the limple view or 
oontcmpUition of which gathers the foul inward, pro- 
vided it be faitiifui: hue as foon as God is pleated to 
withdraw this view from the foul, it fhould freely yield 
to the deprivation. Some are very uneafy at feeing their 
inability to meditate on cenain myfteries; but this dif- 
quictude hath no juft foundatioil, fince an affiaionate at- 
tachment toGoD includes in itfelf every fpedes of devo- 
tion i for wholoever, in repofo and qniet is united to 
Goc alone, is, indeed, moft excellently and cltcanil- 
ly applied to evei7 divine myftery : the Love of God 
ccmprehenils, in iticlf, the love of ail that appertains to 

*'™- CHAP. IX. 

Of Virtue. 

IT is thus w'C acquire virtue, with facility and certain- 
ty ■ for as God Is the fountain and principle of all 
virtue, we poffefs all in the poffclTion of "awieK; and m 
nropertion as we approach toward his potfenion, m like 
Loportion do we rife into the mod eminent virtues. 
Vor ill virtue is but as a mafque, an outfide appearance 
mutable as out garments, if it doth not fpnng up, and 
»!..„ indeed, it "is genuine, eifential, and perrnaoent : 
"'"tI-c beauty of the Kings daughter proceeds from 
" w.tlnn," faith David,. iPfal. xlv. 1+.) Tbele fouls. 
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above alt others, praSlfe virtue in the moft eminent de- 
cree, though they advert not to any particular virtiEe : 
God, to whom they arc united, carries them to the 
moft eJtenfive pradlice of it; he is exceedingly jealous 
over them, and prohibits them the tafte of .an^ pleafure 
but in himfclf What a hungering for fufferings have 
tliofc fouls, who thus glow with Divine Love f how prone 
to precipitate into exceflive auilerilies, w^ere they per- 
mitted to purfue their own inclinations ! They think of 
nought fave how they may pleaie their Beloved : as their 
felf-love abates, they neglcfl and forget thcmfclves ; and 
as their love to G o d cncreafes, to do felf-dctcftation 
and difregard to the creature. O was this cafy method 
acquired, a method fo fuited to all, to the dull and ignorant 
as well as to the accote and learned, how eafily would 
the whole church of God be reformed I Love only is 
required : " Love," faith St. .^ulfin, ** and then do 
" what you pleafc." For when we truly love, we 
cannot have fo much as a will to any thing that might 
offend the objea; of our afFtctions, 

CHAP. X. 
Of Mortification. 

I Will CTCI) afHrm, that, in any other way, it is ncirt 
to an Impoifibility to acquire a perfed mortification of 
the fenfes and pafiions. The reafon is obvious ; the 
foul gives vigour and energ)' to the fenfes, and the fen- 
fes raifc and Simulate the patlions ; a dead body has nei- 
ther fcnfations nor paflions, becaufe its conneiiion with 
ihe foul is diffolved. 

All endeavours merely to reQify the exterior, im- 
pel the foul yet farther outward into that about which 
the is fo warmly and zealoufly engaged. It is in thefe 
matters, that her powers are diffiUed and icattcred a- 
broad ; for her apphcation being iratocdiately direfted 
to aufteritics, and other externals. Hie thus invigorates 
thofe very fenfes the is aiming tofubdue. Forthe fenfes 
have noothcr fprinff from whence to derive their vigour 
than the application of the foul to themfelves ; the de- 
cree of their life and aSivity is proportioned to the 
Scree of attention which the foul beftows upon them ; 
,an3 this life ofthe fenfes illrs up and provokes the palTi- 
ons, inflcad of fuppretrmg or fubduing them : aufteritics 
mav, indeed, enfeeble the body , but for the realons 

juft 
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juft mentioned, can never take nffthe keennefs of the 
fenfes, or lefTen their activity. The one only method to 
efFcS: this, is jjiward recollection ; by which the foul is 
turnedj wholly r.nd altogetherinwardj to poflefs a Pre- 
5E«T God. If Ihe direfls all her vigour and energy 
towards this centre of her being, the fimple a.Gt fepEi" 
rates and withdraws her Irom the fcnfcs j the exercifinE 
all her powers iiitcrnallyj leaves them faint and impo- 
tent | and the nearer flic draws to Cod^ the Tarther, 
is Jhe feparated from the lenfes, and tlie lei's arc the 
paffions inflncnced by thetn. 

Hence it is^ that thofe, in whom the ath'a6tion& of 
grace fire very powerful, find the Outward man altoge- 
ther weak ard feeble, and even liable to faintings. J 
do not mean, by this, to dilccnirpge mortification; for 
it fhoiiid ever accompany prayer, according to the 
ftrength and Hate of the perfon, or as obedience will al- 
low. Bat I fay, that moitificadon fliouid not be our 
princ'spal cxcrcil'c s, nor Ihould we prefcrlbe oiirfelves 
fuch and fucli auflerltieSj but follow ilmply and merely 
the interna] aursi&ions of grace ; and being poflfeflec! 
and occupied with the Divine prefence (without thinking 
particularly ou mortlBcation) God will enable us to 
^^erform every fpecies of it j and, moft airuredJy, he 
will give no relaxation to thofe who abide faithful in their 
abandonment to hirrij. until he has mortified in them^e- 
very thing; that remains to be mortified. We have only 
then to con.timie ilcdfaft in the utmoft attention to 
God, and all things will he ri^fhtly performed. All are 
not capable oi outward aurteritiesj but all are capable oF 
this^ In the mortification of the eye and ear, which 
continually fupply the bufy imagination with new fub- 
jc£ts, there is little dang-cr of falling into excefs ; but 
God will teach us this alfo, andwe have only to follow 
where his Spirit guides. 

The lo4i3 has a double advantage by proceeding tiius: 
forj in withdrawing from outward obje&Sj Ihedraivs the 
nearer to God ; and in approaching liim, beiidcs the fe- 
tret failaining and preferving power and virint: ihe re- 
ceives, fhc is farther removed from fin, the nearer her 
approaches are made j fo that converfing liecomesha- 
titual, 

C n A i\ 
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CHAP. XI. 

Of Converfion. 

f'TjE ye truly converted unto that God from whom 

XJ " ye have fo deeply revolted.'* (Ifa. xxxi. 6.) 

To be truly converted, is to avert wholly from the 

creature, and turn wholly untoGon. 

For the attainment of falvation, it is abfolutely necef- 
fary, that we flioukl lorfake outward fin, and turn unto 
righteoufnefs : but this alone U not perfeft converfiouj, 
which confifts in a total change of the whole man from 
jin outward to an inwai'd llfe> 

When the foul is once turned to God, fhe finds a 
wonderful facility in continuing fledfafl in her converfi- 
on i and the longer llle reiriains thus converted, the Hear- 
er fhc approaches, and the more firmly file adheres to 
God ; and the nearer fhc draws to him, of nccelTity 
flie is the farther removed from the cres-ture, which is 
fo contrary to him : fo that flic is fo efFeStually effabhfh- 
ed and rooted in her converfion, that it becomes habi- 
tual, and ae it were natural to her. Now we mnd not 
fuppofc, that this is effetled by aviolcnt exertion of her 
own powers j for fhe is not cifiable of, nor fl^ould {h^ 
attempt any other co-operation with Divine Grace, than 
that ot endeavouring to withdraw herfelfj from external 
cbjettsj and to turn inwards: after which fhe has nothing 
farther to do, ih^n to continue ftedtalf: in her adhercisee 
to God. 

God has an attraffivc virtue which draws the foul 
more and more powerfully to himfelf, the nearer rtie ap- 
pjoaches towards him, and in attraSing, he purifies 
and refines her ^ juil as It is with a grofs vapour eshali- 
.ed by the fun, which, as it gradually afcends, is rari- 
fied and rendered pure : the vapour indeed, contributes 
roTfs exhalation only by Its pafiJvenefs 5 but the foul co- 
operates with the attractions of her GfflD, by ^ free and 
r.jfeStionaie correfpondence- Thi.-; kindof introverfion is 
boih cafy and efficacious, adv?.ncin!.^ the foul naturally, 
r.-jd without conilraintj becaufc God himfelf is her 
centre. 

Every centre has a powerfully attractive virtue; and 
the more pure and exalted it is, the ftronger and niore 
[rrcfiftable arc its attraaions. But befi^les the potent 
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magnetifm of the centre Itfelf, there is, in every crea^ 
turc, a correipcndtnl tendency to re-cnion with its pe- 
culiar centre^ winich is vltjorous and active in propor- 
tion to the fplrituality andperfectbn of the i'ubje6:. 

As foon aa any thing is turned: toivards its centrsj its 
own gr^vitatmn inftigates and accelerates it thereto, un- 
lefs it be withheld by fome invincible obftacle : a ftone 
held in the hand i& no fofincr dilciig^agedj than by its oivn 
weight it falbto the earth as to its centre; foalfo water 
nnd fire, when iin-ol.'ftn.idcd, ttnd and flow incenantly 
(0 their piincipk ur centre. Now when the foul, by its 
efforts to abandon outward objefits, and gather herfelr in- 
wardsj 1;; brought into the influence of the central ten- 
dency ^ without any other eKCition, flip falls gradaally, 
by the weight cfDiT^ine Love^ Into her proper centre • 
and the moje paflivc and tranquil ilie remains, and the 
freer from felf-raoticn and fclf-e^ertion, the more ra- 
pidly flic advances, becaufe the energy of the central at - 
traOiive virtue is un-obflruaEd, ancThas full liberty for 
jiftion^ 

AM oiir care and attention iltould, therefore, be, to 
acquire inward re.c;olle£!ion : nor let us be difcoiiraD-ed 
by the pains and difficiiicics wc encounter in this eaer- 
cife, which will Ibcn be recompenled, on the part of our 
God, by fncb abnndant fnpplics of grace^ as will ren- 
der the exercife perfedly eafy^ proT'idtd we be fLiitlifiil 
in meekly withdrawing our hearts from outward diftrac- 
tions and occupations, and relurnlng to our centre, with 
afieclicns full of tendernefs and lercnity. When at any 
time the paflions are turbulent, a gentle retreat inwards 
unto a prefent God, tafdy deadens and pacifit,^ chem j 
and anycther way of contending v/ith them, nithci irri- 
tates than appeafesthem. 

C H A P. XU. 

Of the Praver of the fimplc Prefencc of God. 

TH K foul that is faithi'ui in the excrcift; of love 
and adherence to God above dcfcribed^ is afLo- 
nifhcd to feel himgraduallytakingf poffijfiloii of her wl^ole 
being ; ihe no^v t-njoys a ccrtinual fenfe of th:u Frc- 
fencre, which is become as it were naturvtl to her-, r.nd 
this, as wefl as prayer, is the rcTuIt of habit. She feds 
an uiiui'ual fcrenity gr:T.dually tiiffiifine' itfelf throi!"'!T.;iit 

^ all 
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cil her faculties; and filcnce now wholly conliituies her 
prayer; whilll Goij coinm-jnic^.tes an iuftifcd bve, 
wluf.ii is the beginning of ineffi^bic bitrfTedncfa. O that 
I were permitted 10 purlue this liibjctt, aii'i defci ibe 
fome degreea of the cndlcfs progreiTion of fubfequent 
ftates 1 Bat I now write only tor beginners; and ih,allj 
therefore, procec^d no farther, hut wait our LoRD^S 
time for pubhfhmg what may be applicable to every con- 
ceivable degree of " flature in Christ Jesl's," 

We niiiib, however, nr^c it aa a matter of the Jii^fl^eil 
import, to eeafe from I'df-iiition and felf-exertion, that 
God himfelf may act alone : he faith by the mouth of 
his Prophet David, ** Be ftill and know that I am God." 
(Pf. xlvi. 10.) But the creature is fo infatuated with a 
love and attachment to its own workmg^ that it doth not 
perceive and diftinguiJli all its operations. Siie is igno- 
rant that her inability minutely to obferve the manner of 
her motion, is occafioned by the fwiftnefs of her pro- 
grefs; n.ad that the operations of God, in extending 
and diffufuig their influence, abforbthofe of the creature. 
The flars may be feen diftin£tly before the fun rifes; 
but as his hs^ht advances, their rays are gradually abfoib- 
ed by his ; and they become invifible, not from t!ie want 
of light ill themftlves, but from the fuperior effulgence- 
cf their chief lurninary. 

The cafe is {imihir Jicre i for there is a flrong and 
univerfel light which ablorbs all the little diftinSt lights 
cf tlie foul ; they grow faint and dlfappear under its pow- 
erful influence, and felf-aQ:ivity i;^ now no longer dittin- 
guifhable : yet thofe greatly err, who accufe this prayer 
of idlenefs, a charge that can only artfo from inexperi- 
ence. If they would but make fome effort? towards the 
attainment at this prayer, tbey would foon experience 
the contrary of what they luppofe, and find their accu- 
fation £;rqundlefs. 

This appearance of inaclion is, indeerf^ not the con- 
fequence of rterility and want, but of fruitfulnefs and 
abundance; which will be clearly perceived by the eKpe- 
rtencid ioni, v-'ho will know and feel, tbat her filence is 
full and uncluons, and the !\.-fult of caufes totally the re- 
verfe of apathy and barrennef^, 1'herc arc two kinds 
of people that keep fdcnce j the one becaufe they have 
nothing to f^y, the other hecaufe they have too much : 

it 



<&o A SHORT AND EASY 

it is fowith the foul in this llate ; her filenceis xjccailoii- 

cd by the fupcr- abundance of matter, too great for 

Utterance. 

To be drowtifd, and to Jie of thirft, are deaths widely 
different ; yet \s ater may, in fome fenfe, be faid to caufe 
both i abLuidance delliroys in one cafe, and want in the 
other. So in tliis ilate the abundance and overflowing 
of grate ftill the attiviiy of fdf; and, therefore, it is 
of the utinoil iijiportance to remain as filent as poflible. 
Tlie infant hangiri^ at the' mother's breaJlj is 3, lively 
illuftration of our I'ubjeQ: : it begins to draw the milk, by 
moving its Ntlfe Ijps ; but when the milk flows abundant- 
lyj it is content to f\vallo;v^ and fuipends its foction : by 
doing otherwife, it would only hurt itfelf, fpill the milk, 
and be obliged to quit the breail. 

We muft aS: in like manner in the beginning of Prayer, 
by exerting the IJp of the affeSio^s y but as foon as tlie 
milk of Divine Grace flows freely, vvc have nothing to 
do, but, in repofe snd flillnefs, fweetly to imbibe it j 
and when it ceaies to flow, wc mii{t again ftlr up the 
afFe6:lons as the inf:mt moves its lips. Whoever a£ts 
othcrwifej cannot turn this grace to advantsgt; which is 
bcllowcdj, to alKire and d^a^v the foul into the repol'e of 
Love, and not into the muhiplicity of Self, 

But wh.it becometh of this child, ■ivho gently and 
without motion dnnketh in the niilk I Who would be- 
lieve that it can thus receive nourifhm^nt ? Yet the more 
peacefully k feeds, the better it thrives. What, I fay, 
becomes of this infant ? It drops gently afleep on its mo- 
ther's bofom. So the foul that is tranquil and peaceful 
in prayer, linketh frequently into s. myflic mimber, 
vherein all her powers are at reft j till, at length Hit is 
■wholly ftttcd for that ilate, of whicJi ihe eiijoy$ thefe 
tranfient anticipations; In this proccfsthe {oul is lejJ na- 
turally, without effort, art, or fttidy, 

The Interior is not a ftroiig hold, to be taken by 
florm and violence j but ,a kingdom of peace, wiiich is 
to be gained only by Love. 

If any will tlius purfue the little path I have polnteil 
out, St will lead them to infufed prayer. Cod dc- 
rnandii^ nothing ej:iracrdii:jary nor diffieult ; on the con- 
trary, he is bell: plcafcd bv a fimple and child-like conduft. 

That which is moll: lubllme and elevated in religion, 
is the caficil: attained : the rncft ncceffary facraments 
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ure the- leiift difficult. It is thi3S alio in natural tbinga : 
if you would go to fea, embark on a river, and you will 
be conveyed to It infenfibly and without exertion. Would 
you iro to God, follow this Iweet and fimple path, and 
you will ai-iivc ;ic the dcfired obje£t, with an eale and 
ei:pedition th;A will ama7.e you. O that you would but 
once make the trial! how fcon ivonid jou find ihiit all I 
have advincf^d falls fhoit of tjie realit) , .\ud that your 
own experience will cany )on inhnitely beyond it ! Is it 
fear that prevents you from irflantly calling yourfelf into 
thok arms of Love, which were widely extended on 
the Crofs tiniy to receive you ? Whence can your fears 
aril'e f^ What rilt^ue do you run, in depending folely on 
your Goj3, and abandoning )Ourlcflfwhcly unto lum ? 
Ah ! he will not deceive you, unlels by bellowing an 
Abundance beyond your higheft hopes: but thofe who 
tx|>ecl; all from themfdvcs, will inevitably be deceived, 
and muft fuffcr this rebtike of God by his prophet 
Ifaiah, *' Yehave wearied yourfelves in the multiplicity 
" ot your wavs, and have not faid let ue li-fk in peace.'' 
(Ila. Ivii. 10, VLilgate.) 



C H A V. XIII. 

Of Reft before Gob. 

TH L foul advanced thus far, hath no need of any 
other prt:p:i,iative than its quietude: lor now the 
Prerencc of Gdd, which is the great cfFttT:, or rather 
continuation ot Prtiyer, begins to be infufed, and almofl 
without intermiJion. The foul certainly enjoys tran- 
fcendent blefTt-dnefs, and fetlb that " it is no longer ihc 
" that liveE, but Christ that liveth in herj" and that 
the only way to find him is Introvetfiud. She no looner 
clofcthher bodily eyes than flie is wrapE op in Prayer: 
ihc is amazed at fo great a bielling, and c-njoys an inter- 
nal converle, which e:iternal matters cannot interrupt. 
The fame may be faid of this fpecits of prayer, that in 
faid of wlfdom ; " all good things come together with 
** her." (Wifdoni vii, n.) For the virtues flow frcm 
this Ibul into exertion with fo much fwectncis- and facilit)', 
that they appear natural andfpontancons : and the living 
fprin? ivitbin brrab forth jb freely and ahandanlly into 
^ ^ H h all 
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all E^oodnefs, that iHebecortic? even inlenfible to cvU. LcE 
lier then remain faithful in this flate^ and be aware of 
Ghoofmgor feekmg any other difpofition whatfocvcr than 
this itmple Rell, as a preparasive cuhcr to confeffion or 
tommimion, to a6:ion or prayer: for her iole bufmel's is 
to expand heiTelf for the fuU reception of the Divine in- 
fuHons. I would not be underftood \o fpeik of the pre- 
parations neccftary foF the fatramenis, but of the moH. 
perfcft difpofitions. in which they can be received, 



C H A P, XIV. 

Of Internal Silence^ 
*' 'THHE Lord is in his Holy Temple, let nil the 
X " earth keep filence before hini.'^ (Hab. ii. ao.) 
Inward liilence is abtblutely Indifpenfible, becaufe The 
Wonij is effer.lial tind eternal, arid neceffirily requires 
difpofitions in the loul in fome degree coriefpondent to 
his natitre^ as a capacity for the reception of himfelf. 
Hearing is a fenfe formed ta receive iounds> and is rather 
pafiive tliaii aftive, admitting, bnt not communicating 
icnfaijonj and if we would hear, we muil lend thenar 
for that purpofe: fo Christ, The Et ernai. Word, 
without whofe Divine inlpeaking the foul is dead, dark 
and baiTcn, ^'hen he woirld Ipeak within us, requires 
the moll {jlent attention to his all-quickening and effica.- 
cious voice^ 

Hence it is fo frequently enjoyned \v> in Sncrcd Writj 
to hc:ir and be attentive to the voice of God : of the 
numerous exhortations to this eifefl:, 5 JhaU quote si few : 
^^ Hearken 11 nto mt:, my people, and give ear unto me, 
" Omy nation!** (iJa. li, 4.] and a^ain, *' Hearmcj 
'* all VG whom I cairy in ray bufom, and bear within 
" my bowels:" (fia. xlvi, 3,) ?Lnd farther by the Pfalm- 
iil, *' Hearken, O daughttr ! and confider, and incline 
'* thine car; fcrgct alio thine own people, and thy fa- 
** ther's houie j io fliall the King greatly defire thy 
** beauty,*' [Vh\. xlv. 10, 11.) 

We fhould forg::t ourfelves, and all felf-intercft, and 
liftcn and be attentive to the voice of our Gofj : and 
thefe t^vo firaple a6lions. Or rather pafTwc ddpofitions, 
attrafl: his love to ihatbeatttyj which he himf-iilf com- 

miinieatcs. 
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municatcs. Oatward fdencc is very rcqiiifite for the 
cullivalioii and improvemsnt of iniv;ii-d ; and, indeed, it 
is impolTible we iiwnld become truly intenul, without 
the iovc iind piattice of ovuwatd filence and retirement. 
Gon iaith, by the mouth of ills prophet, " I will lead 
" i^cr into ioiitude, aud tiiere will I Ipeak to her iieart ;" 
(Hof. ii. 14. vulg.) and uoqueftioiiably the being inter- 
nally enf^aged witlr GoD> ia wholly incompatible with 
being buiud, and employed in the numerous trifles that 
furround us. (Luke xxiviii. 42.) 

When through imhecihty or unfaithfulnefs wc become 
dilTip,ited, or as it were rm-centcred, it is of inl:Tlediate 
importance to turn again gently and Iweetly inward; 
and tluis we may learn to prefcrve the Iplrit and unc- 
tion of ptaycr, througliout the day; for if prayer and 
recoliecHon were wholly confined to aoy appointed half- 
hour, or hour, we (hould reap but little fruit. 



CHAP. XV. 

Of Confefliojl and Self examination, 

SELF-cxaroinatiot) fluould always precede confeffion, 
and in the nature and manner of it Ihould be con- 
formable to the ft-jte of the foul : the bufmcis of thofs 
that are advanced to the degree of which we now treat, 
is to lay their whole fouls open before GoD, who will 
not fail to enlighten them, and enable them to fee the 
peculiar nature of their fauhs. This examination, howr- 
cver, fliould be peaceful and tranquil ; and we fllould de- 
pend on God tor the difcovery and knowledge of our 
fins, rather than on the diligence of our own fcrutiny. 

When v.'e examine with con ftrilnt, and ill the ftrength 
of our own endeavours, we are eafily deceived and be- 
trayed by fclf-Iove into error ; " we believe the evil 
" good, and the good evil:" (Ifa. v. 20.) but when we 
lie in full expofure before the Sun of Rlghtcouinefs, hia 
Divine beams tender the fmalleft atoms vihble. It fol- 
lows from henc-, that we mulllbrfakc felf, and abandon 
fiur ibuls to God, as well in examination as corrfeilion. 

When fou'^ have attained to this fpecies of prayer, no 

fault efcapes leprchenfion; on every commiffion, they 

«B- inftantly rebuked by an inward burning and tender 

H h 1 tonfufion! 
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conRifionl fuch is the kriKJny of him wbofufteis no evil 
to be concealed J and under its purifyiny; infliLunce, the 
one way is to turn affectionately to dui- jiul^^e, anil bear 
■with nietkrtefs the pain and corre£tion he inflifts. He 
hecomcs tlit: InceiTant exalTiincT ol the Itml ; fhc;.c.:an nOw^ 
indeed, no longer examine herlelf; and if iTie I^e faiUt^ 
fill in her refignation, experience will cunvlncc her, that 
rtie is a tIiouf:uid times more cffe£tualiy examined hy his 
Divine Light, than by hei" own mofl u^livt and vigor- 
ous jnipeftion, 

• Thofe wlio trca^d theft paths IlionliJ bt informed of 
:; matter rcfpecling^ their confcfiioii, in which they arc. 
apt tu err. When thty hegin to give an account ot" their 
fills, inftead ot the rtgret and contrition tlicy had been 
nccnflomed to fcelj they find that love Eind tranquillity 
fvvcctly prcvade iiild take poiTi^fllon of tljtir fouls; now 
thofc who arc not pioperly inflruOed, nrc dtifirous of 
withdrav.ihg from this fcnlailon, to form an a6t of con- 
trition ; bccaufe tiiey have hcurd, and with truth, that 
it is requifite : but they are not aware, that they lofc 
thereby the genuine contrition, which is this Infufed 
Love^" infinitcl)- far paHing any effect produced by fclf- 
e:xertionj and eomprchetidin^ the other a£ts in iti'elf as 
in one principal iitt, in much higher perfection^ than jf 
tbcy were dill:in6.!y pi.TceiVfd, and varied in tbtir i'cnfs.- 
tlon. Be not tl^n troiibltd about other things, whtn 
Cod a&s fo fxcellcntly In vou and for yoit. 

To hate (in inthis mamK-r^ in to hate it as God dof:;. 
ThcpurcA love is that which isof his immediate operation 
in the fotil : why ihouid Oie thai: be io eager for a9:ion r 
Let her i.m^in in thv ftate he aJfigns it, agrceublc to the 
inftru£tions oi Solomon : " Put your confidence in Go c; 
*' remain in quiet where l:e hath placed you." (Ecclcf, 
si.. 21.) 

The foipl wiU ahbbe amazed at finding; a difficulty irt 
calling hcrfauks to remembrance: this, however, flioiild 
caufi' no uneaHnefa ^ firft, becaufe, this forgctfulneis of 
our ^fltilts is foTiR proof of our purification from them ; 
and ht this degree of advancemcnr it is bed: Icccndlvj 

becAutt. 

• TlidWgll thi': infltiiftiiin rclaU-t iinmeiiialely la ihe cuitpms cf thr 
Jtvmith Cbiirclf, u ni bBv%-cver very ai)iilii:ar>!e L*i KuIiiL^ha-jieil Souls m 
iheir ap|ii\'B.ctlJng ihc I.tHifji Table, aiiiiJ at other Icafons gf fulcmB 
CluiifLtTiju. 
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bfcaufc, when confefiion is our duty, God will nv>tiail 
to make known to ns our greateft faults ; for then he him- 
felf examines i ^i^i the foul will ftel the end of exami- 
nation more perfectly accomplilhcd, than it could poffi- 
blv have been by the utmoft exertion of our own 
tiideavours. 

Thcfe inllruBiions, howeverj would be akogctherun^ 
fuitabie 10 the preceding dec:reesj while the foul conti- 
nues in hef active rtaiL j wherein it is right and neccifary 
lire (honUi in all things ufc her utraoil induftry, in pro- 
portion to the degree of her advancement, Jt ih thoftt 
that have arrived to this more advanced flate, ivhom l 
ivould exhort to follow thefc inllruftions, and not to va- 
Tj their one tlmple occupation even on approaching the 
communion ; they fhould remnio in filence, and fuffer 
God to ad freely and without Umitaiion. Who c^ii 
better receive the Body andBloodof Chk,isTj th[in he 
in whom the Holv SpiuiT is indwelling? 



C H A ?. XVI. 

Of Rciidii'g and Vocal Prayer. 

IF, while reading, vou feel yourfelf recollected, lay 
afide the bookj and remain in ftUlnel's : at all timeii 
read but little, qnj ceafe to read when you are thus in- 
ternjiHy aitrattcd. 

The: foul that is called to a ftate of inward filence, 
Slaouhl not encumber hcrfelf with long vocai prayers: 
whenever Ihe docs pray vcnially, and find:; a. difficulty 
therein J and an ^vttraSiion to fdence, Hic Ihould not ule 
tonftraint by pcrfeverin|r, but yield to the internal draw- 
ings, unlefs' the repeating fucli prayers be a matter of 
obedience. In Liny other cafe, it is mnch better not to 
be burdened with and tied dov-o to the repetition of fet 
forms, but wholly given up to the leadings of the HolV 
Ki'imr ; und herein^ indeed, is evnjry fpeties of devu- 
i:.!jn inehifively fulfdied in a moll: eminent deirrcc. 



Hh3 



CHAP. 





426 A SHORT AND EASY 

CHAP. XVII. 

Of Petitions, 

THE foul rtioiiUl not be jurprixed, at fe-cl'iTig herlclf 
unable to offer up to Goi> fuch petitions, aa ihc 
had formerly made with freedom and facUity ; for nowr 
" the Spirit maketh interceiTion for her act^ordijig to the 
*f will of God* that Spirit \v\i\ch hell^eth our inliimi- 
" ties : for wc knoiv not what w'c fliould pray lor as we 
'* ought i but the Spirit iti'elfmakedi interceiTion for us, 
" with groanines which cannot be utKred." (Hom. 
viii. a6-) Wc nnill: cu-operate with, and I'econd the de- 
llgns of GoT>j whlcli tend tc divert us of all our own 
operations, lliat in the place thereof his own may be in- 
ftititted. Let this then be done in you ; and lu'ffer not 
yourfeif to be attached to any thing, however good It 
may appear; for it Is no longer good, if it in any mea- 
Aire turns you aJlde from that which God willeth of 
you : the Divine Will is preferable to all thini^s elfe, 
Shake off then 3.11 attachment to the ititcrcns of Seltj 
\flnd live on taith and refignation -, her? it 15 ihat genuine; 
faith begins truly to operiitt. 
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Of Defeats or Infirmities. 

SHOULD we cither watider among externals, or 
fink intodiiTipation, cr commit a f;mlt, we rauft inr 
flantly turn invvards ; for having departed thereby from 
<nir God, n-e ihouM as foon as polTible return unto 
hira, andluffer in hi:^ prefencc, whatever fenfations he is 
pleafcrd to imprcls. On the ccmmifiion of a fault, it i& 
of £;Tcat importance to guard againft vexation and dil- 
ijuiettide, wliich fpritigsVrom a fecret root of pilde, and 
a love of our own excellence ; we are hurt, by feeling 
what we arc; and if we difccurag^e oui-fclvcs or delpond, 
we are the more enfeebled ^ and from our refiections on 
the fault a chagrin arlfes, which is often worfc than the 
fault itfelf. 

The truly humble foul is not furprixed at her defers 
or failings i and the moremilcrable ^nd w-retched fhebe- 

hold^ 



with him, that Ihc may avail jierfelf of an eternal 
ftrength. M^e (liculd the rath?r be induced to a6t thus, 
as God himfelf haili laid, *' I will make thee under- 
" rtand whst thou ouglitefl to do j I will teach thee the 
'' way by which thou ihouldlt go ; and I will have mijie 
" eye continually upon thee for 3 guide." (Pfal. xxxii, 
S, vulg.) 

CHAP. XIX. 

Of Diltiadions ai'-d Temptations. 

ADireS: conteil and finiggle with diftractions and 
temptationsj rather ibrves to augment them ; and 
withdraws the foul from that adherence to God, which 
Ihould ever be her principal occupation. Tht ftirert and 
fafefl method of conquell, is fimply to turn away from 
the evilj and draw yet nearer and clDft;)- to our God : a 
httlc child, on perceiving a monfter, does not wait to 
fight with it, and will Icarcely turn its eyes toward it j 
but quickly flirinkfl into the bolbm of its mcrhcr, in total 
confidence of lafcty : fo likewife ihonid the foul turn 
from the dangers ot temptation to her Gojj, ■•* God 
** is in the midft of her,^' faith she Pfalmift, *^ ihe flial! 
'' not be inoved; Gon ihall hpip her^ and that right 
" early." (Pfal. xlvi. 5.) 

If Ave do otherwifcj and in our wcakncfs attempt to 
attack our enemies^ we fhall frequently fee] ourfelves 
wounded if not totally defeated: but, by caflin^; our- 
felves into the fimple prefence of GoD, "^e Ihall find 
infiiant fuppiies of ftrength for our fupport. This was 
the fuccov Ibught for bv David ; *' I have let," Ijiithhe, 
** the Lord aKvays betore nne: becaufe he isatmy^ight- 
'' hand, I fliall not be moved. Therefpre my heart is 
" glad, and my Silory rejqiccth: my flelli alio fliall reft 
" m hope." {Pfal. svi. 8, 9.) And it is faid in Exo- 
dus, ** The Lord Ihall fight for you, and ye fhall Iiold 
** your peace," 
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C H A P. XX. 

Of the Frayer of Self-annihilafion. 

SUpplica.tion and r:icr"ifice aire comiirthentbd in prayer, 
wlnc-l, according to St. John, 1$ " an incetil'e, the 
" liv.okc whereof afcenUdth unto God;" therefore it is 
laiJ in the Apocalypie, that '= unto the An^eUvas girtn 
*' mucli inccnfcj thrit helTnould uffer it with iht prayers 
" of al! ijasnts.'* (Chnp. vlil. 3.) 

Piaytr 15 tlie efFirfion of the heart in the prefence of 
GoDi " I liai'c poiirtd out my focliieforc Gon," faith 
the mother of Samuel, (i SAm. i. 15.) T.^epraytr of 
the Wifti Men at the feet of Christ in the liable of 
BcthkhLin, was %nifietl by tht inctnlethg)' offered: for 
prayer hting the tncifv and fire of LovCj milling, Jil- 
folving, and fubliimtir^ the foul, and c<i^iling It to afcend 
unto Gon j therfefore, as tht (oul Is melted and dUToK-td, 
in like proportion do ottours ifi'ue fiom it ; and ihefe 
odnurs proceed from tht intenfe fire of Love within, 

Tiiii is illiiftrated in the Canticles (i. u.) where the 
Epmifc faith, '* Whi^e the King fiueth on his couch, 
. ■" my fpjhcnard fendeth forth the fmch thereof." The 
coucli i^ the ground or centre of the foul j and when 
God is thercj and we know how to dwell with liinij and 
ahide in his Prefencc, the facred power ?ind hifiii_nce 
thereof gradnally diffolves the olidnratbii of the foul, 
and, ae itmeltcih, odours iffue forth: hence it isj that 
the Beloved faith of his fpoufe, in fteing her foni mc-lt 
when h^ Ipakc, '^ Whois this thatcometh-ovtcf the wi[t 
" dErriiL-fi, hke pilhirs of frpoke perfumed with mynh 
*f and fr:u5kinccnfc r" (Cant. "v. 6. — and ili. 6.) 

Tims doth the foul afcend unto Goo, hy ^Ivinij; np 
Self tn the deiiroying and .mnihilating power ol Divine 
Love: this, indeed, is a moft eficDtial and neceffiiry la- 
crificc in the Chriflian reliG:lon^ and that :ilone by which 
we pay fcnic homage to ihc fovcreignty of God j a& it h 
written, " The pawer of the Ltsrd is errcat* and he is 
^' honoured t-nly by I he humble." (Kccl^X iii, zo.) 
Jjy the dellrititicn of the cxifirence of Sejf-hfXid wiihin 
in, we truly Etcknowkdi^e the fupreme exillence of unr 
God; fiiritnlefs wc ceafe to cxifl: in Self, the Spirit of 
The Etf-RNAi. Word cannot cxiil in us: nuw ii is 

by 
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hv the £;iving up of our own Itfcj that wc givi; pl^ee for 
his cominii ; and '* in dyin^ to ourleLv^-, he hiinfelf 
'* I'lvcth and abldeth in 11s." 

\Vc fliovildj indeed, fmrender our whole being unto 
Christ Jesus j itnd ceafe to live any longer in our- 
felves, that he Jiimfelf may become our hl^ j " that be- 
" in^deadjourhfemay heliidwithCHRTST iw God,'* 
(CoCiii. ■^.) *' Pafsyeinto me," faith GoDj " all yc 
*' who eiirneflly feek after me.** (KccLef. xk'w. t6.) 
But how is it we pafs into God ? We icave and forfake 
onrfL-lves, that w^ may he Uiil in hira : and this can be 
cffedcd only by annihilation ; which being the true priiyer 
of adoration, 'ri^ndtrs unto God alone, all " B^efiing, 
^* honour, glory and power, for ever and ever.*' (Rev. 

Thisis the prayer cf Truth; " ltiswoif!\iping Goo 
»* in fpirit iind in truth:'* (John iv. 33.) " in fpirit," 
beciiufc wc entur into the purity of that Spirit whleh 
pr^ycih within HE J and arc drawn forth and freed front 
our own carnal and corrupt manner of praying ^ *^ In 
■■^ truth," becaufe we are thereiiy placed in the Truth 
of The Ar l oi-- God, and The Nothing of the 
ercnturc. 

There arc bnt thcfe two truths. The Am., and The 
Nothing J every thing tlfe is fallehood. Wecanpay 
due honour to the All. qv God» only in our own anm- 
liihition ; which is no fooner accomplirtied, than he, whu 
never fuJfcrs a void in nature, inftantly Blls us with 
hlmfelf, 

Did we but know the virtues and the hlefliags which 
the foul derives from this piayer, we ihould willingly be 
employed therein without ctafing. *' It is the pearl of 
*' ^real price: It is the hidden trcalure," (^M^itt. xiii. 
44,,"45.) whichj whoever findeth, feilcth freely all that 
he hiith to purchafe it : ** It is (he well of living water, 
" which rpring-cth up unto everUrting life:" It i^ the 
adoration of Goo " in fpirit and in truth:" {Jolm iv, 
^^ — T^,) and it is the full perfofmance of the purcit 
tvanfffh.L-il precepts, 

|r:.L's Christ afTureth us, that the 'MCingdom of 
Cn"D is within us :" (Lnte xvii. 2:,) and this is uue in 
two fenfes : Flrft God becometh fo ftdly the Mufter and 
Lord in uii, that nothing rcfifltth hih doiiiiiilonj then is 
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Our interior ijis kingdom : And ag^i^ij wIieii we poflefs 
CoDj who 15 the Supreme Good, \ve [loi^cf^ his king- 
dom :iUb^ wherein, there i& tullneia of joy, and where wc 
attain the end of our creation: ihus it is fddj *' to ferve 
" God, istoreign," The end of ourcreation, indeed, 
is to enjpy our Goo, even in tiiis life j but alas! how 
few there are who advert tp this ! 



C H A F XS!. 

That wc a£t: more nobly, and with more energy, by this 
rpccies of Priijerj than by any other. 

SOME perfons, when they hear pf the prayer of fi- 
Icncc, fallely imagincj that the foul reiia!iin5 fttipid, 
dead, and inaftive. But, miqitcflionably, it adeth 
therein, more nobly and more eXtenfively, than it had 
ever done before j i'oir GcDliJmfeif is her mover, and fhe 
now aSeth by the agency uf his Spirit. When St. Paul 
fpeaks of OT.ir being^ltd by The SpnuT o>' God, it is 
not mtant, that we fliould ceaic from action i but that 
vre fhouldaO: through the inrernal :igency of his Grace, 
Thin is finely reprelented by the Prophet EAckicI's vifion 
of the " wheels, which had s. Living Spirit ; and vvhi- 
" therfocver the Spirit was to go, they wenti they af- 
■^^ cended, and defcended, as they were moved; for the 
*' Spirit of Life was in them^ and th'.y returned not 
'^ when they went." (E/^ek. i. chnp. tS. vcrfc) Thus 
the ioul fliould be equally fubfcrvient to the will of that 
VivifyJiig Spirit wherewith Jhc is informed, and fcn-ipu- 
loufly faitlifnl to follow only as that moves. Her motions 
now never Jend to return, in rcfieffiori on the creatures 
or herfelf^ but go for^viirJ, in an incelTant ^pproacJi 
toward her chief end. 

This aSion of the fcul Is attended with the iitmojl 
tranquillity. When Ihc adeth of herfelf the aft is for^ 
ced and conHraincd^ and, therefore, fhe can the mory 
eafily perceive and diftinguifh it: but when ilie aaeth 
under the inBnertcE of the Spirit of Grace, her a£tion is 
fofrec, fo eafy, and fo natural, that it alnioft feems as 
if (he did not ad at ^11 : " He hath fet me at large, he 
»^ hath delivered me, becr.ufe he delighted in me.** 

(Pfal. xviii. 19-) 

^ When 
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Wii-n the fool hath got into her ceatral teTidcncj-, or, 
in other words, is reraraed through rccolleSion into licr, 
ftlf- from that rotimeilt the central attraffioii becomes a 
niofl potent ■■.•M'">, illftnitdy hirpsfling in its energy 
every otii... fpccics. Nothjng, indeeti, can equal the 
rwlftnefs of this tendency to the centre ; and though an 
afiion, ■ a it is io nobte, iopeacefni, fofullof tranquil- 
lity, foiiitiiiilaiuifofpontsneous, that it appears to tlie 
foul as if the did not 18 at all. „ . „. .„ . 

When a wheel rolls fiowty, w^ can eafily diftiiio;iurh its 
parlsj hut wlien its motion is rapidj wo csn diftinguiih 
nothing. So tire Soul which refts in God, hath an ac- 
tivity ixcecdingly noble and elevated, yet altogether 
peaceful: and tlie more peaceful fhe is, the fwificr is her 
tourfe ; hecmfe ihe is proportioiiably given up to that 
Spirit, by which (he is moved and direaed. 

This attraaiug Spirit is 1:0 other than GoD himfelf, 
who in drawing us, caufes us to run unto him. How 
well' did the Spoufc underftand this, when Die faid, 
" Draw me, and wc will ran after thee," (Cant, i. 3.) 
Draw me unto thee, O my Divine centre, by the fccret 
fprines of my eniftcnce, and all my powers and fenfes 
fltall follow the potent magnctifni I This fimple attraaiou 
is both an ointment to heal, and a perfume to allure : 
!' we follow." faith (lie, "the fragrance of thy per- 
" fumes;" ar.d though fo powerfully magnetic it is fol- 
lowed by the foot freely, and without contlraint ; for it 
is equally delightful as forcible ; and whilil it attracls by 
its potency, it cliarms with itsfweetnefs. " Draw me," 
faith the Spoufe, " and we will run after thee." Sho 
fpeaketh of and to hcrfelf: " draw me,'"— behold the 
unity of the centre which attraftethl " we will run,'* 
— beltold the ccrrefpondcncc and courfe of all the fenfea 
and powers, in followina:thalattraaionl 

Inllcan then of promoting idlenefs, we promote the 
higheft a&ivity, by inculcating a total dependence on the 
Spirit of Gou, as our moving principle ; for it is "in 
him, and hy hint alone, that we live, and move, and 
** haee our being." {AGts xvii. 18.) This meek de- 
pendence on the Spirit of Gon is iiidilpcnllbly neccffary 
(o reinftate the fool in its primeval unity and fimplicity, 
that (he may tliereby attain the end of her creation. Wc 
mull, therefore, fo'rfake oar multifarious aaiyiiy, to rc- 
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culcr tlic nmpliclty an J unity of Goii, in whofe imn^e 
vt .were nriginaiV formed. « The Spirit is one ami 
" m.lnifiild," (Wildnm vii. 22.) and his unity doth not 
preclude tiis multiplidt)'. We enter intoiiis unity, when 
we arc united unto his Spirit, and liave one and the fame 
Spirit witli him ; and we are multiplied in reipea to the 
ontwai'd execution f^f his will, without any e^reflioil 
from our fiare of union; fo that, when we are v^^iioliy 
moved by the IJivine Spirit, whici, is infinitely aaiv-e, our 
aftivity mafl, indeed, differ widtly in its energy and de- 
gree tVom that whicli is merely our own, 

Wc iliufl yield our I'elves to ihe guidance of " Wif- 
" dom, which is more moving "than any motion ;" 
(Wifdora yii, 24.) and by abiding in dependence on its 
aftion, our aaivity will be truly efficient. "All thiu's 
" were made by Till! Word, and without him was 
" !)Dt any tl;ii;g made, that was made," (John i. 3.) 
God originally formed us in his owij likenefs ; and he 
now intbrmcth us with the Spirit of his Wono, that, 
" Breathflf Life," JGcn. ii. j.) whigh was inbreathed 
at our creation, in the participation whereof tlic Image 
of God confifled; and this life is a Life of Unity, fim- 
ple, pure, intimate, and always fruitful. The Devil 
having broken and deformed tlic Divine Imasc in the 
foul, the agency of the fame WonD, whofc Spirit was 
inbreathed at our creation, is abi'okitcly ncccfljity for ili 
renovation; and it cut only be renewed by our being 
paffive under him who is to renew it: but who can re- 
ifore the Iraa|;e of Oi'o within us in its ptlmcvai form, 
five he himfclf who is " the Effential Image of his 
" Father?" 

Our aftivity fliould, therefore, confift, in endeavour- 
ing to acquire and maintain fuch a ftate, as may be moll 
fufceptihie of Divine impreflions, moll fleiile to all the 
operations of the Et H n N A I. Word. Whili a tablet 
is unfteady, the painter is unabhr to delineate a true co- 
py: fo every a£t of our own IclRni and irriiper -pirit is 
produ^ive of falfe and erroneous iinea:nent? ; it inter- 
rupts the wbrk, and defeats the defign of this adorable 
painter: we mull then remain in peace, and move only 
when he moves us. " Ji'SUS Chkist liath The Lite 
" in hiinfelf," (John v. zS.] and lie fhould be the life 
of every living thiiig. 

As 
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Asallaaion is tilimablconly in proportion to the dig- 
nity oV the t:fficlent principle, tliis aaion is inconteftably 
more noble than any other. Actions producetl by a Di- 
^'lI^e principle, arc Divine; but trcaturdy atlions, 
liowever sood ihey appear, are only human, or at bell 
virtuous, 'even when accompanied by Grace. JjiSl.'S 
CllllTST falrli, " he hath The Lite in himfclf:" All 
other beines haveonly a borrowed life ; but The Word 
liath Thc'Lifc in hi'rofelf -, and being communicative oi 
his nalnrc, he defireth to communicate it to inan, VVe 
ihoiiid tlicrcfore, make room for the infius. of this Life, 
which'can only be done by the ejeaioDof the Adamical 
life, the fupprciiion of the aflivity of Self. This IJ 
agreeable to the affertion of St. Paul ; " If any man be 
" in Christ, he is a new creature: old things arc 
' " paflcd away ; behold all things ate becftpic new !" (2 
Corin. V, 17.) but this ftate can be accompliflied only by 
dvin" 10 ourfelves, and to ail our own aflivity, that the 
^uli^^ty of God may be iubftitutcd in it.! dead. 

Inilead, therefore, of prohibiting aftivily, we enjoin 
it ; hut in abloliite dependence ou the Spirit of God, 
that his aftivity may take place of our own. This can 
only be cffeaed by the concurrence of the creature; 
and this concurrence can only be yielded by moderating 
and reftraining our own activity, that the aftivity of 
God may gradually gain the afcondancy, and finally ab- 
forb Jill that is ours, as diftin-tiiihablefrom it. 

Jesus Christ hath ex- raplificd this in the Goi'pch 
Marthi did wiiat wasngit; but becaufe flic did it in 
her own fpirit, Christ rebuked her. Thefpiritof 
man is refiiefa and turhiilcnt ; for which reafon it does 
little though it wouldappear to do much. " IVlartha,** 
faith' Christ, " Thou art careful, and troiibled ^- 
" bout many things; but one thing is needful; and 
" Mary hath thofeli thai good part, v.'hicli fliall not be 
<■ taken away from her." (Luke x. 41, 42.) And 
what was it that Mary had chofen f Repofc, tranquil- 
lity and peace. She apparently eeafed to a£t, that 
the Spirit of Christ miglt act in her ; file eeafed to 
live, that CmtisT miglit be her life. This lliows us 
how occelTary it is to renounce ourfelves, and all our 
ntlivity, to followCHRlST Jusus; and wc cannot fol- 
Imv him, without being animiLtd with his Snirit. Now 

thai 
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tiiathb Spirit might gain ataiffion of in us, it is nccef- 
fary, that our own proper fpirit fliouti! he firft pKpelfcd : 
" He chat isjoinetl unto the Lord," faith St. PanI "is 
" one Spirit -ivith him:" {l Gor. vi. ij.) andDivid 
faid, " Itwasgoodfurhinitotlraw near unto the Lord, 
and to put his truft in him ;" (Pfalm, Ixnui. aS.) this 
drawing near unto Gon, is tlie bcginr.ing of Union. 

Divine Union has its cfimraenccment, its progrctfion, 
.tnd its confunlraation. It is firft an inclination and ten- 
dency towards God : when the foul is introverted in the 
tnanner before dcfcribcd, it gets within the influence of 
the central attraftlDn, and accqtlires in eager defire after 
Union : on a nearer approach unto God, it adJieres to 
him ; and growing ftronger and ftronger in its adhefion, 
it finally becomes one j that is, " one fpirit with him;" 
and it is thus the fpirit which had wandered and llrayed 
from God, returns again unto its proper fource. 

Into this proccfs, which is the Divine motion, and 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, we roufl ncGeffarily en- 
ter. St. Paul faith, " If any man hath not' the Spirit 
" of Christ, he is none of his i" (Rom. viii. g.) 
therefore, tobe Christ's, we muft bo filled with his 
Spirit; and tobe filled with his Spirit, we muft be emp- 
tied of our own. The Apotlle, in the fame paflage, 
proves the neceiftty of this Divine influence or motit^n : 
" As many" faith he, " as are led by the Spirit of God, 
" they are the fons of God." (Rom. viii. 14.) The 
Spirit "of Divine Filiation is then the Spirit 01 Divine ac- 
tion or motion : he, therefore adds, "Ye have not re- 
" ccivcd the Spirit of bondage again to fear ; bttt ye 
" have received the Spirit of Adoption whereby yc cry, 
Abba, Tather." 

This Spirit is no other than the fpirit of Christ, 
through which we participate of his Filiation; " Ami 
" this Spiritbearethwitntfs without Spirit, that we are 
" the childrenof God." (Rom. viii. 16.) Wlien the 
foul yields herfelf to the influence and motions of this 
EicfTiiil Spirit, Ihe feels the teftimony of her Divine Fili- 
ation ; andfiie feels alfo, with fnpcr-added joy, that (lie. 
hath received not the Spirit of bondage, but of Liberty, 
even, *' the Liberty of the children of God." She 
then finds tJuit file aa'eth freely and iwcetly, though with 

viseur and infallibility. 
° Tht; 
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The Spirit of Dlvhie atHion is foneceiTaryln ail things, 
that St. Paul, in thcfamcpaffaec, foundeth that ncecl- 
fitv on our ignorance with relpeCt to what ffe pray for : 
"'The Spirit, faith he, " alio helpetb our infirmities ; 
" for we know not what we (lioulj pray for as weoiight ; 
" but the Spirit itfelf makcth iiiterceflion for us, with 
" groanings which cannot be uttered." This is pofitive : 
IF we linow not what we (land in need of, nor pray, as 
we ou^ht to do, for thofc tifings which are necelTary ; 
and if tTlo Spirit which is hi us, and to which we rcfign 
ourfelves, alks and intercedes for us ; fijould we not give 
unlimited freedom to its aflion, to its ineffable groan- 
ings in our behalf ?— "This Spirit, is the Spirt of the 
Word, which is always heard, as he faith himftlf: " I 
" know that thou heareft me always ;" (John xi. 42.) 
and if we freely admit this Spirit to pray and intercede 
for us, we alfo (hall be always heard. The reafon of 
this is given us by the fame Apoftle, that ftilftil Myftic, 
and mailer of the Internal life, where he adds, " He 
" that fearchcth the heart, knoweth what is the mind 
" of the Spirit; becaute he makclh interceffinn for the 
" faints, according to the will of God : (Rom. viii 17.) 
That is to lay, the fpirit dcraandeth only that which is 
conibrmable to the will of God ; and the will of God 
is that we fhould be laved ; that we ihottld become per- 
feft : he, therefore, intercedeth for that which is necef- 
farv for fo great anend. 

Why (liotild we then burthen ourfelves with fuperflu- 
ous cares, and fatigue and weary ourfelves in the multi- 
plicity of onr ways, " Let us reft in peace?" GoD 
himfelf inviteth us to caft our cares, our anxieties, upon 
him 1 and he complains in ifaiah, W'ilh ineffable good- 
uefs, that the foul iiad c^tpended its powers and its trea- 
llircs on a thoufand external objefts, and miflnok its path 
to happincfs, which was attainable by means much 
more facile : " Wherefore," faith God, " do you 
" fpend money for that which is not bread? and your 
" labour for that which fatisfieth not ? Hearken dili- 
" gently unto me, and eat 3'e that which is good, and 
" let your Ibul delight itfelf in fatncfs." (Ifa. Iv. 2.) 

Did we but know the bleftednefs of thus hearkening 
unto God, and how greatly the foul is flrengthcncd and 
invigorated thtiVeby, '*' All fldli would lurely be filcnt 

** before 
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** before the Lord 5" (Zcch, ii. 13.) all v-oiild tcafc^ind 
be ftiil, as ibon tts he appcaieth. But to engage U3 far- 
ther in a bounilkfs rtfignation^ God affures us, by the 
^■Am<^ Prophet, tluu \vc llwuld fear noihinii m this iiban- 
(luutnentj bccaiife he lakts a cure of us, ftiipafling the 
hi^beft tcmlcrncfs of which we tan forinanidta ; '* Can, 
*" 3 woman, " j'aith lie, *' forget her kicking cliiltl, that 
* ' Ihc fhou^il not iiavc companion on titt fon oF her womb ? 
*' Yta, llie miiy forget; vft wiii not I foiget thee." 
(Ifa. xlix. 1$.] () bloitcd ail'urancej prcgnate with con- 
confolation ! Who after this, iliall be fearful of rcfigii- 
iii:^ tliemrelves wholly to the difpenljtioBs and guidance 
uf their God? 
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Of Internal Afls. 

ACTS are dilVinguifhcdinto External snd Ijiternai, 
External ?,cis arc thole, which bear relation to 
feme Icnfihle ohjtft, and are either morallj- good or evil 
merely accordii>4 to the nature of the principle from 
which thty proceed. I intend hert to fpeak only of In- 
»cTnala£ls, tlioie eTieri,aca^)f the louf, hy which flic turns, 
internally tofome ohjecl, and averts from others. 

if during my application to God, 1 fhould form a wtll 
to change the nature of my rtclj 1 thereby withdraw my- 
fclf fioni Goj> and. turn to created objeiEts, and that in 
a greater er kfs degree according to the ftretigrli of die 
a6. : and If^ 'whtTi 1 ara turned towards the creature, I 
would return tu God, I muft neceffarily form an a£t for 
that ptirpofe ; nnd the more perfect this aci is, the more 
complete is ihcconveifion. Till converfion is perfc£lcd 
many re-iteratcd atls are iiectlfar)-? for It is generally 
pTogrefiivcj tlnnigh with Tome it is almofl: inlbntaneous. 
Mv°-ad, however, fhould confilt in a cominual turning 
iinto GcD, an cXiTLion of every faculty ^d pov/er ot 
the fold purely for liim, agreeable to the Liiftructiuns of 
the Son of Sirach : '* Re-unite all the motions of thy 
*' heart ii'! tiit bc^Hu^^lV. of God (vulgate) and to the ex- 
iimpie of David, " I will keep my whole ftrenglh for 
*' tliee," PfLil. Iviii. iixvul^.j which is donehy earnelV 
Iv re-cmcring intc one's ielf; ^.s Ifiiah faith, " Return. 
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«' to your heart," (Ift. xlvi. 3. Vulgate) ; for xve have 
ftr.ytd from our heart by fin, and It is our heart only 
that God requires; " my fon give mcthrne hGart, and 
" kt .hrue eye oblerv. my ways." (Prov. xxm. ^6 ) 
To rive the heart to GoD, IS to have the whole eter- 
nal encrav oE the foal ever centring iu htm, thit we may 
h rr„deSd conformable to his wiil^ We muft, there- 
fore, continue invariably turned to God, from our very 
fir! application to him. 

But the foul being weak andnnftable, and accuaomed 
to turn to external objedii, ftie is confequciUly ptoire to 
drffipation. This evil, however, will be counter-afled 
it, on pereeivlng her aberration, ftc, by a pure aft of 
return to GoD, infcntly replaces h^'"' L" ^'m ; and 
this aa lobfifts as long iis the convcrficn kdeth, by the 
powerful influence of a fimpie and unfeigned return to GoD, 
and as many- re-iterated aas form a habit, the iou! con- 
traas the habit of converfon j and that aft which was 
before interrupted and diftiua, becomes continual. 

The foul ftiould not then be perplexed about iorming 
an att which already fobfifts, and which, indeed, it can- 
not attempt to form without difficulty and conllraml ; 
flie even finds ihat the is withdrawn trom her proper 
ftate, under pretence of leeking that which is m reality 
acquired, feeing the habit is already forntcd, and (he 15 
confirmed in habitual converfion and habitual love It is 
feekinn one iSt by the help of many, inllcad of conti- 
nuing attached to God by one fimpie atl alone. 

\Ve may remark, that, at times, we form with taci- 
lity many diftina yet fimpie ads , which thows that we 
have wandered, and that we re-enter our heart alter 
havlni' (trayed from it; yet when we have re-cntcfed, 
we fhould remain there in peace. We err, therelore, 
in fuppofmg that we do Dot form aBs ; we lorm them 
continually ; but they Ihould be in their nature contorra- 
able to thi degree ot our fpiritual advancement. 

The meatcft diSieultv with moll fpirrtual people, 
arifcs from their not clearly comprehending this matter. 
Mow fome afis are tranCent and dlltina, others are co..- 
linual; and again, fome are direa, and others reflex 
All cannot foim the fiiit, neither are all in a ftate luited 
to form the laft. The firit arc adapted to thofe who 
have flraved, and who require a JilVmgnifhablc exertion, 
^ X i proportioned 
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proporticned to the degree of their deviation, wlsich, If 
incorrfiderable an afl: oi' the moit fimple kind is fufficient. 
B) the coDtEnueJ a£t, I mean that whereby the foul 
is aitDgether mined toward God in a dired tendency, 
which always Cubiifls, and which it doth not renew un- 
Icf^s it ^^^ htcn interrupted. The foul being thus turned, 
is " In The Love," and abides therein; " and he tiiat 
** dwellGth in Love dwdleUi in God." (ijohn iv. t6.) 
The foul then, fis it were, cxiflcth 2nd repoleth in this 
-habitual ad, b^t free from Hcth or turpitude 5 for fliU 
there is ^n un-intermitted aS fubfiftirg, which is a fweet 
finkiiig into the Deity, whofe attraSion becomes more 
and more powerful ^ and in following this potent attrac- 
tion, the Foul preflej farther, and fmks continually deep- 
cfj into thfi ocean of Divine Lo^'e, maintaining an ac- 
tivity Infuiitely more powerful vigorous and efFc6tua], 
than that which ferved to accomplilh her firfi: return. 

NtiW the i'oul that is thus profoiindiy 2nd vigoroufly 
active, being wholly given up to God, doth not pcr- 
ctive her attivity, becaufe it is dire 6t and not refiex; 
and this is the Ciiufe why fome, who da not exprcfs 
thcml'clves properly fay, that they do not s.^ at all; but 
it is a miftake, for they were never^ntore truly or nobly 
active T they lliculd rather fay, that they did not diflin- 
gtiiflj their aSs, than that they did not a£t, I allow 
they do not a8: of themfelves ; but they arc dravm, and 
they follow the nttrfiction. Love is fhe weight whicK 
finks them into God, as into an infinite fca^ vL-here- 
in they defccnd v.ith inconceivable rapidity from one 
profound depth to ancther. 

It is then an impropriety to fay, that we do not fomi 
acts; all form afts, hut the manner of their formation is 
not alike in all. The caiife of the miftake is this; all 
who know they ihould ad, are dcfSrcus of acting diflln- 
guifhably and perceptibly; but this cannot her diflin^t 
and fcnfible ads arc tor beginners, and ads of a higher 
n-ture for thofc in a more fidvanced ftate. To flop in 
the former^ which are weak and of little profit, is to de- 
ijar one's felf of the latter j and again, to attempt the 
Ifttter ^vithout having pajled through the former, 13 a no 
lefs topfiderablc error. 

All things ihonld then he done in their feafon : every 
ilale has its commciicenieni, its progiels and its coiifum- 

mation ; 
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matioii; ml! is is an xinhappy error to fiop in the begb- 
nins There is even no art but v.'hal I-^s its proceisj 
and at firft wc mtia labour with diligence and toil, but 
at kft we (ball reap the harvcft of our indurtry. When 
theveffel is in port, the manners irc obliged to exert all 
their ftrength," that thw raa>- clear her thence, ano put 
to lei ■ but at length they turn her with facility as they 
pleale In like manner while the foul remains m fin and 
creaturely entanjlements, «rv frequent and ftrenuooa 
endeavours are requifite to ctfeS her freedom ; the cords 
which withhold hei rouft be locied ; and then by IW 
and vigorous efforts ihe gathers berfelf inwards, puihing 
off gradually from her old port; and, in leaving that at 
a dilance, the proceeds to the interior, the haven to 
which fte wifhes to llcer. ^ , 

When the vcltil is thus tururJ, in proportion as Ihe 
advances on the lea; the leaves the Ivid .ehiod: and ihi 
farther ilic departs from the eld harbour, tlie lefs diffi- 
culty and labour is requlfite in moving her forward : at 
Icnmh Iheheglns togetfweelly under fail; and new pro- 
ceeds fti fwiftlv in her courle, that the oar whxli is be- 
come ulelefsi's laid afidc. How is the Pilot "<>«■ ™- 
ployed' He is content with fpreading the huis, aad hold- 

V the ruiWf^r- T" ''r^'^'"' ""= ''^'''' " 'r ■ -^ T 
felf before Goo in the prayer ot finipie expofition, that 
we maybe aded upon by his Spirit : to hold the rudder, 
is to i-ellraiu our hearts from wandering from the true 
courfe, recalling it gently, and guiding it llcadily to tlie 
diaates of Ihe BlelUd Spirit, which gradually gam pol- 
fcffion and dominion of the heart, Jull as the wind by 
decrees fills the falls and impels the veffel. While the 
winds are fair, the Pilot and the manners reft horn their 
labours, and the veffel glides rapidly along witnout their 
toil ■ and when they thus repofe, and leave the veffci to 
the wind they make more way in one hour, than they 
had done in a length of time hy all their iormer eftorts : 
were they even now to attempt ufing the oar, they ivould 
not only fatigue themfelves, but retard the veffel by their 
iil'timed labours. „ , ■ j- ■ . • 

This is the manner of aftmg we Oioiild pnriue interi- 
orly ■ it will, indeed, advance us in a ftiort time, by 
■ihe Di«ne hnpulfion, infimtely farther than a whole hfe 
fpent in reiterated ads of feli-cxertion | ard whofo^ver 
will talie this path win 6nd it eaficrthan any other, 

J i a. .1* 
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I ilorm, we mu!l 
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II' the Tvbid He coTitrary and blows ^ 
cait r,iichor to u'ulihokl the vefTcl : our anclior is a firm 
confidence and hope in our God, waiting patiently the 
calming of the tempcll and the return of s favourable 
gale, :is David ** Waited patiently for the Lord, and 
'^ he inelined unto him, and heard his cry." (Pfal. J.'l, 
I.) Wc nmill, therefore, be rcfigned to the Spirit of 
GoDj giving up ourfelvcs ivhoUy to hts Divine Gui- 
dance. 



CHAP. XXII L 

An admonition to PaClors and Teachers. 

IF all who laboured for the converfion of others, were 
to introduce ihem immediately into Prayer and the 
Interior Life, and miikt^ it their main defi^n to gain and 
win over the heart, niimberlels as well as permanent 
converfions would certainly cnlue. On the contrary^ 
few and tranfient fruits mult attend that labour which is 
confined to iautward matters ; fudi as burdening the difci- 
pie with a thoufand precepts for external exercifesj in- 
ftead of leaving ti;e foul to Chb-ist by the occupntion 
ff the heart in him. 

If rainilters were felicitous thus to infirutl their pa- 
rifhoners, fhepherds, while they watched their flocks, 
might have the Spirit of the primitive Chriftians, and 
the hulliandman at the plough maintain a bleffed inter- 
couifc with his Guo i tiie manui'adurcr, while he ey:- 
liaufls his outward man \v\[h labour., would be renewed 
in internal ftrcngth ; and every li>£cies of vice would 
lliorlly difappc^xr, and evory parifiiiLDner become a true 
follower of the Gooi) Shcphtird, 

O when uncc the Ixari is gained, hcAv cafdy i5 all 
moral evil ccne^tetl [ it is, therefore, that God, above 
all things, lequirea, the iicart. It is the conqueft oi 
the heart alone, that can extirpate thofe dreadful sicei 
which are fo predominant amongfl; the peaiantry, fuch 
ns dfun>:enncfs, bUfphemy, Iviwdnefs^ envy, and theft. 
Jesus Chuket would become the nnlverfal and peacc- 
tui fovcreign, and ihe face of the church svoukl be whol- 
ly ic-ncwed. 
■^ The 
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The decay of internal piety is unqueftionably the 
fource of the various errors that hxve arilen in tjie 
church; all ivhit-h would fpecdily be fapped and ovci- 
thrown, was inward religion to be re-cflablifhcd. lir- 
rors are only fo far prejudicial to the foulj as they tend 
to weaken faith, and deter from prayer ^ and if, inftead 
of engaging our wandering brethren in vain difputes, 
we could but tesch them fimply to believe, and diligently 
to pray, wefhould le^d them fwtctly unto GOD. 

O how incxpreffibly great is the lofs fuftained by mnn- 
kind f]-om the negleft of the interior ? And how tre- 
mendous rnufl the gregt day of retribution be to rhofe 
who are cntrufted with the care of fouls, for not having 
difcovercd and difpenfed to their Boch this hidden manna. 

Some excufe themfetves by laying, that this is I^ dan- 
gerous way ; pleading the incapacity of fimple perfons to 
comprehend fpiritual matters. But the Oracles of Trut]] 
-iSlirm the contrary: '* The Lord loveth thofe who walk 
*' fimply." (Proverbs xii. 32. vulgate) And where can 
be the danger of walking in " the only true ivayj" which 
is Tesxjs Chivist? of giving up ourfelves to him, fix- 
ing our eye continually on him^ placint^ all our confi- 
dence in his grace, and tendmg with all the ftrcngth of 
our fcul to his pure Love ? 

The fimple ones, fo far from being incapable of t!ii& 
perfection, are, by their docility, innocency, and humi- 
lity, peculiarly adapted and t[ualified for its attalnmcm' ; 
and as they are not accuftomed to reafoning, they are lefs 
employed in fpeculationSj, lefs tenacious of their qv,r!i 
opinions, Even from their want of learning, they litb- 
mit more fjeeiy to the teachings of the Djviuc !^pi!■i[J 
whereas others, who arc blinded by felf fufficiency and 
enflaved by prejudice^ give great reijftancc to the op-ra- 
tions of Grace. 

We are told in Scripture, " that unto the fimple, 
** God givGth the underftimdlng of his. h\v ; (Plal. 
cxviii. 130. vulgate) and we are alio allured, thn.t God 
loveth to communicate with them: " The I-ord car(.-tlj 
*' for the Simple;, I was reduced to c.^^remity and lie 
'''faved me.** Pfah cxiv. 6- vulgate) To v/arn Spiri- 
tnal Fathers againll: preventing the little ones from cohit 
ins; to Christ, he himfelf faid to his Apofiles, ** Siii'^ 
'^kr Uftle children to cemL- umo me, for of fuch h ih:.- 
113. ** kingdom 
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** kingdom of Heaven." (Man. xix. 14.) It was the 
endeavour of the Apviftks to prevent children from going 
to our Lord* which occafioiied this giaciaus charge. 
Man frequentiy applies 5. remedy" to tlic outwaril body, 
whlifl the dircLife lies at the heart. 

The caufe at' our being fo iinfuccelsfiit in reforming 
maiildnd, cf|Kcuii}^ thofc of the kwer clafs, is our be- 
ginning with estertiul matters ; all our labours in thjs 
fteld, do bnt produce fuch fruit as tiidure? not : but if 
the kejof the interior he firft given, ihe exterior would 
be naturaHy and eafily reformed. To teach man to feek 
Go& in his heart, to rhink of him, to return to him 
■whenever he finds he has ■wandered from him, and to do 
and Eo !ijfj"er all tbifiga with a fingle eye to pleafe him, is 
the natural and ready procefs; it is leading the foul to 
the very fuurce of Graccj wherein is ic be icmnd ail 
that h neccflsry for f^nftiBcation. 

I, therefore, conjure you all, O ye who have the care 
of Ibuh, to put them at once into this -u'ay, -vviiich is 
Ji^sjjs Christ; nay, it is he himrelf that conjures 
ycttj by the precious blood he hath fhed for thole t-ntruft- 
edtoyou, '^ to fpeak to the heart of Jerufakm." (ifa. 
xl. 3. vultrste) O ye Dilpcnfers oi his Graces, ye 
Preachers of his Word, ye Miniflers of his Sacraiiientii, 
eftablifh his Itingdom!— and that u may indeed be ella- 
bhflied, malce him Ruler oyer the hearts of his fubjctts I 
for 33 it is the h'.art alone that can oppoi'e his Sovereignty, 
it is by the fubiection cf the heart thr^t his fovtiei^nty 
is molt highly exalted : " Give glory to the holineia cf 
'^' GoDt and he fhisll become your fanctiBcation." (Ila, 
viit. 13, viilgate) Compofe catechifms particularly to 
teach prayer, not by reaibnin^ nor by method, for the 
fmipic are incapable thereof j but to teach the prayer 
of the heart, not of the underflanding; the prayer of 
God's Spirit,, not of man's invention. 

Alas ! by v/anting them to pray in elaborate forms, 
and to be curiouily critical thereui, you create their chief 
obilaclts. The children have been led aftray from the 
beft of Fathers, by your endcavoin in^ to teach them too 
refijied 'toQ poliflied a language. Go then, yc pnor 
children, to your he.iventy Father; Ipcak to him in your 
natural latiguaerc ; and though it be ever To rijde and 
barbarous in tlic opinion cf men, it is rxt lb to him, 

A Father 



caui'e he knows it proceed? from the heart, ih.r.n by a 
formal and barren harangue, tliough ever fo elaborate 
in the compofition. The hmple and undift^uifed emoti- 
ons of filial love are infinitely more expreffivc than all 
language, antl all reafoning. 

By forming inftructions how to love by rule and me- 
thod The EssEXTiAi. LovK, men have in a great 
mesfure eftranged themfelves from him. O how unne- 
ceflkr)- 13 it to teach an art of loving! The language of 
Love, though natural ^o the lover, is nonfenfe and bar- 
barifm to him that lovcth not. The beft way to learn 
the iove of GoDj is to Love HtM. The ignorant 
and fimple, bccaufe they proceed with m^re cordiality 
and fimplicity, often become moft perfeS: therein. 
The Spirit of G o p needs none of our arrangements 
and methods; when it pleafeth him, he turns ^epherds 
Into prophets : and, lb far from excl:tding any from the 
Temple of Prayer, he throws wide the gates, that all 
may enter ; while Wifdom cries aioud in the Highways, 
" Whofo is fimple let him turn in hither i"' (Prov, ix. 
4.) and to the Fools flic f.iit!i, ** Come eat of my bread, 
*' and drink of the wine which I have mingled." (Proy. 
ix. sO ^"^ ^^'"^ "'^'^ jERua Christ himfelf thank his 
Father^ for havii;g " hid the fecrets of his kingdom 
" from the wife and prudent, and revealed ll:cm unto 
•«* Babes?" {Matt. xi. 35.) 
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Of the mofl certain method to attain Divine Union. 

IT is impoiTihle to attain Divine Union, folely by the 
aSivity of meditation, or Jiy the meltings of the af- 
feSions, or even by the higheft degree of luminous and 
tli[lin£tly-comprehended prayer. There aren-any rea- 
fons for this, the chief of which are as follow: 

FiitV, Act-c-rdij:^ to Scripture " no man ihall fcp 
** God and live." (I^sod. xxxiii. 20.) Now all the 
exercifes of dircurfive prayer, and even of afVivs con- 
templation, while cfteemcd as the fum-mit and end v.( 
the pailive, and not merely as a prcparntivi- ^e it, arc 

^ I i 4, iiifi 
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ftill * ' llviiiLT exercifes, by which we cannot fee G d ;* 
that is to fay, be united with him: fov all th^t is of 
fiian's own power or txertion, malt firfl: die, be it ever 
fo noble, ever To exalted. 

St- John relatesj, *' That there was a great filence in 
^* heaven.'^ (Rev, viii, t.) Now heaven reprefents 
the funti and centre of the loul^ wiiereiii, ere the Msi- 
jefty of Gdi> appears, all muft be hLrfhed to filence. 
All the efforts^ nay, the very exiftenceof Self, or Pro- 
priety, niuft be deftroycdij becanle nothing is oppohte 
to God, but propriety ; and all the malignity of mart 
is in this propriety, as in the power of its evil nature j 
iiifonutchj that the yturity of a loul encreafes, in pro- 
portion as it lofes this lelf-hoodi till at lengtb, that 
which had betn a fault, while the foul hved in proprie- 
ty, and a,£ted from Self, becortics no longer fuch, from 
the purity and Innocence that fhe hath acquired, by de- 
parting from that propriety^ or felf-hood, which caufej 
the dilTinnilitude between her and God. 

Secondly^ To unite two things fo oppofite, as the im- 
purity of the creature and the purity of God, the fim- 
plicity of God and the multiplicity of plan, much 
more is requidte than the impotent efforts of the crea- 
ture : no lefs than a fin^ular and efficacious operation of 
the Almighty can ever accompUlh this ; for things rauft 
be reduced to fome fimilarlty, before tliey can blend and 
Ijecyme one, Can the irapuiity of drofs be united with 
the purity of gold ? What then does God do ? He fend* 
his m\'n Wifdoni before him, ai the kfi: Sre fhall be 
fent upon the earth, to dcftroy by its a8:ivlty all that Js 
impure therein ; and as nothing can refift the power of 
that fire, in like manner this Wifdom dilfolves and def- 
troys all the impurities of tile creature,' and difpofes it 
for Divine Union. 

This iinpurity, fo oppofite to Union, ronflfts hi 
Proprh^tv and Activity, 

ProprietVi or Self, is the fource and fountain of all 
that defilement :ind corruption, which can never be allied 
to ElTcniial Purity \ the rav& of ihelun mny glance, in- 
deed, npon fiith and mire, but can never be united with 
thcni. ASivity ohifructs Union; for God being aa 
Infinite Stlllneik-, the fuulj in order to be united lohim, 
myft participate of this ftillnefs^ eli'e the contrariety be- 
tivcen lliliuefs and adlvity would prevent aflimulatlon. 

Therefore 
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Therefore, the foul can never arrive to Divii^c Union 
but bv the rei^ofe or ftUlnefs of her will ; nor can l^^^; ever 
ht:came Ont with God, but by being le-cfiabliaied in 
the purity of her firft creation, that is, in this central 
repole. God purifies tlic ioul by hl& Widom, as re- 
finers do metals in the furnace. Gold cannot be pu- 
rified but by fire, which gradually Icparates from it 
and confumes all that is earthly and hetro^eneoos: 
It muft be melted and diffolvcd, and all impure mix- 
tures taken away, by calling it again and again into 
the furnact: thus it is refined from all internal cor- 
ruption, iiiid eyeit exalted to a fliate incapable of 
farther piirification. I'he Goldfmith now no longer 
difcovers any aduttrate mixture j its purity is perfect, 
its fimplicity compleat. The fire no longer touches 
it ; and were it to remain an age m the furnace, 
m purity would not he increafed, nor its fublfance 
liiminiflaed. Then is it fit for the mod exquifite 
workmaniliip : and 'f> thereafter^ this gold feema ob- 
fcured or defiled, it is no move tjian an accidental 
defilement, contracted by its contiguity to fome Im- 
pure body ; but this k Only fuperficlal, and widely 
different frona its former inipurity, which w^as hidden 
in the very center and ground of irs nature, and iis 
it were identified with it. Thole, however, who 
are ignorant of this procefs, and its blefTed eiFccfs, 
would be apt to defpife and rtje^ the veilel of pure 
gold, lullitid by fome external pollution; and prefer 
nn impure and grols metal, that appeared luptrficL- 
ally bright and pollflied. Farther, the GoJdfpiith 
never mingles together the pure and the impure f;old> 
Tell the drofs of the one (liould corrupt the other; 
before they can be united, they muft be equally re- 
fined: he, therefore, pbnges the impure metal into 
the furnace, till all its drofs i> purged away, and it 
becomes fully prepared for incorporation and union 
with the pure gold. 

Thi?' is what St. Paul means, when he declares, 
that " the fire iliall trj every uian's work of what 
" fort it is:'' (Cor. hi. 13.) he adds, " If any 
*' man's work be burnt, be fhall fuffer lofs but he 
^* iiimfelf iliall be iltved, yet fo as by fire." (15. 
yerfe) He here ifuimateK, that there ia a fptit its of 
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works fo degraded ty impui-e mixtures, that though 
the mercy of God accepts them, yet they mufb 
pafi through the fire, to be purged from the Con- 
tamination of Propriety and Self; and it is mthis fenfe, 
that God is faid " to ciaminc, and judge our Righ- 
leousnefs," (Pfalm. xiv. 3. vulg.) becauie that " by 
" the deeds of the law, there fhall no flefll be juf- 
" tificd; but by the righteoufnefs of GoD, which 
" is hy Faith' in Jssos Christ. tRoni. iii. 
so, &c.) 

Thus we may fee tint the Divine JuHice and 
Wifdcm, as an unreniittir..-; fire, n-.iift devour and 
deflroy all that is cartnlv, Icnlutl and carnal, and 
nil Self-aaivlty, beforo the fcul can be fitted for 
and capable of Union with God, Nwv, this puri- 
fication can never be accomplinicd by the induflry 
of fallen man-, on the contrary ho fubmits to it al- 
ways wMth rtloCranee ; he is fo enamoured of Self- 
Iiood, and fo averfe to its deftroaion, tliat did not 
God aa upon him powerfully and with authority, 
he would for ever rcfift. 

It may, perhaps, be obje£fed here, that Gori ne- 
ver robs man of his free will, he can always rc- 
fiff the Divine Operations; and that, I therefore err, 
ki faying God atts thus abfolutely, and without 
the confent of man. 

Let me, however, explain myfelf. By man's giv- 
ing a pariive confcnt, Gob, without uiurpation, 
may oll'ume a lull power and an intire guidance; 
for having, in the beginning of his conveifion, madis 
an iinrofcrved furrendcr of himfelf, to all tf.at Gon 
wills of him or by him, he iher.by gave an aflive 
confent to wliatfoever GOD thereafter might operate 
or require, But when God begins to burn, dcftroy, 
and purify, then the fouJ, not perceiving the falu- 
tary dcfign of thcfe operations, fbrinb from thera j and, 
as the gold feems rather to blacken than brighten 
when Brft pnt into the furnace, fo the conceives, 
that her purity is loil, and that her temptaitons are 
her (ins; infomuch, that if an atllve and explicit 
confciit were then requifite, the foul could icarcely 
give it, nay often would withold it. The utmodflle 
can do is to remain firm in her paflivc dilpofition, 

enduring 
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enduring as well as fhe is able all tliefe Divine Operati- 
ons, wliich ihe neither can nor will ohhrua. 

In this manner, therefore, the foul is purified fiom all 
Iter proper, diflii^cf, perceptible and raultiphed operati- 
ons, which conftitute the great diiTnnilitude iietween her 
and Got>r flie is rendered, by degrees, conform *, 
and then uniform ; and the patfive capacity of the crea- 
ture is elevated, ennobled and enlarged, though in a 
fecret and hidden manner, and therefore called rnyflical ; 
but, in all tliefe operations, the ibul nlult concur paf- 
fivclv. It is true, iiidecd, that, at the beginning of her 
purificatioii, her a£livity is requifite ; from which, as 
the Divine Operations become ftrouger and ffronger, fhe 
muff gradually ceafe, yielding herfelf up to the impullea 
of the Divine Spirit, till flie is wholly abloibed in him. 
But this is often a difficult and tedious procefs. 

We do not then fay, as fome have lalfely fuppofcd, 
that there is no need of aiition in tite procefs of Divine 
Purification : on tlte contrary, we affirm it as the gate ; 
at which, liowever, we would not have thofe flop, 
who are to attain ultimate perfeftioii, v.'h'ch is impr.ac.T 
ticable, except the firff helps are laid afidc : for iiowe- 
ver necelfary they may have been at the entrance of the 
road, they become afterwards mere elogp, and greatly 
detrimental ro thofe who adhere to them, preventing 
them from ever arriving at the end of their courfe. 
This made'St, Paul fay, " Fogctting thofe thirigs which 
*^ are behind, and reaching fi.rth to thofe w iiicli are be- 
" fore, I prefs toward the markj for tile prize of the 
" high callingin Christ Jesus," (Phil. ill. 13.) 

Wculd you not fay that he had lo/l hi.'i fenfes, who 
having undertaken an important ]ourr.ey, fhould fix hi$ 
abode at the Brfl: inn, bccaufe he had been told that ma- 
ny travellers, who had come that way, had lodged in 
thefioufeand made it their place of refidence ? All that 
we ftjould wifh then is, tliat fouls fhould " prefs toward 
f'^ the mark," iltould purfue their journey, and take 
the Ihortcft and eafieft road ; nor ftoppi'iE; at the firfl: 
irn^-^f, but following the counfcl and .-yample of St. Paul, 
fuller tbcmfelves to b: guided and governed by the Spi- 
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rit of GriLcuj which xvould infallibly con(^u6:them to tli^ 
end of tlicii" tieation, tlie enjoyment of GOE, But 
while we confelBj that fhc enjoyment of God is the end 
for whicli alone we were created ; tiiat, " without ho- 
*' linefs," none can attain it, and that to attain it we muft 
neceffarily pfifs through a fevere and purifyjjng pioccls i' 
ho^v ftrange is k, that we fliould dread and avoid this pio- 
cefsj as if that could be the caufe of evil or iinpei-rettion 
in the prefeiit liie, which is to be produdivc of gloryand 
bkflediiefs in the hfe to come! 

None can Lc ignorant that God is the Supreme 
Good ; that ciTpminl bkfTtdnel's confifts in Union with 
hira -f that the faint^^ are more or leli> glorified, according 
as this Union is mere or Ids advanced '^ j and that the 
foul cannot attain tb^s Union by the meer activity of its 
own powers; for God commnnjcaies liimfelf to the 
foulj in proportion as its pniTivc capacity h great, noblcj 
and eTctcnfive ; it cannot be united to God, but in Hnv 
plicity and pafTiviry, and as this Union is beatitude itielf, 
the way to it infimplicity and paJTu-iiy, inftead of being 
cvilj mufl: be good, muft be moil free from dchifion and 
danger, the I'afeft, the fnreft and the bell. 

Wculd Jesus CHiitST have made this the moft per- 
fect and neceffary way, had there been evil pr danger 
therein? No I all can travel this road to bleffL^dnefs; 
and all arc called thereto, as to the enjoyment of Gdd, 
■which alone is beatitude, both in tiiis world ar>6 the next. 
I fay the enjoymisnL of God himfelfj and not his gifts ; 
which, as they do not conftitute efTential beatitude, can- 
not fully content the immortal fpirit : the foul is fo noble, 
fp great, that the mofttxaltcd gifts of God cannot fill 
its immenfe capacity with happinefsj unlefs the Giver 
alfo beflows himfelL Now the whole dellre of the Di- 
vine Being i& to g;ive himfelf to every crenture, accord- 
ing to the capacity with ivhich it js endued ; and yet, 
a^ks! hov reluftantly man fufFers himfelf to be drawn 
tn God t how ftarfulis he lo prepare for Divine Union I 

Some fay, that we Oiould not attempt, by our own 
3bility> to place onrleK^es in this itate. I grant it : but 
what a poor fubterfuge i:* this ? Tinct I have alUlon^^ af- 
ferted tind proved, that the utniail exertion ot~ the high- 
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eft created beini^^ could never accomplifh this of itfelf ; 
it is God alone mull do it. The creature mavj indeed, 
open the window j but it i& the fun iiimfdf, that muft 
s:ive the light. 

The lame perfons fay agam, that feme may feign to 
have attained this blefTeJ Itate : but, ala^ ! none can any 
more feign this, than the wretch, ivho is on the point 
of perifhing with hunger^ can for a length of time feign 
to be lull and fati&fied ; fome wifh or wordj fonic figh or 
■fign, will inevit^.bly efcape him, and betray his famijfh' 
ed fiate . 

Sinct: then none can attain this bleffed ilate, fave thofe 
\yhom Gon himfelf leads nid places therein ; we dd 
not pretend to introduce any into it, but only to point 
out the Ihorcefl and fafelt road that le?.ds to it : befeech- 
ing ye not to be retarded iii your progrel's by any exter- 
nal eiercifes, not to fit down a refident at the, nrft Inn, 
nor to be latis&ed ^^ ith the fweets which are tailed in the 
milk for babes. If the Water of Eternal Life is ihown 
to fome thirily fouU, how mexpreffibly cruel would it be, 
by confining them to a. ruund of external form?!, co pre- 
vent their approaehin^^ it ; fo that their longinyf fhall ne- 
ver befati&Bi;d, but they lliall periih with thirll ! 

Let us all iigree in the way, as we all agree in the end, 
which is evident and uncontrovertible^ Tiie way has its 
beginning, progreis, and end ; and the nea- cr we ap- 
proach the endj the faither is the beginning behind us: 
It is only by proceeding from one^ that we can an ivt at 
th-^; other. Would you get frum the entrance to the dLN 
tant end cf the road, without pafllug over the interme- 
diate fpace ? and hiftly, if the end is good, holy, and 
neceffary, and the enr-ance alfo good, can that be con- 
demnable, as evil, whii.1. is the nLceflary paJisgf, the di- 
refl: road leading from the one to the other ? 

O ye blind and lot lifh men, who pride yourfeives on 
fciencL", wiidoni, wit, and piiwer, how well do you ve-' 
rify what Go D hath laid, tiiat " His Secrets ai'e hidden 
'< {iOm the great ajid wile^ and revealed unto The 
*' LlTTL^: Okee,— Thk Ba&es I" 



THE END. 
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